NEWSLETTER APRIL 2021.
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GODFREY JAMES MACDONALD OF MACDONALD, 8TH
LORD MACDONALD, CHIEF OF THE NAME AND ARMS OF MACDONALD, HIGH
CHIEF OF CLAN DONALD AND 34TH HEREDITARY CHIEF OF CLAN DONALD

Lord Macdonald was born on 28th November 1947, on the Isle of Skye, the same year that Lord
Lyon, King of Arms, granted the undifferenced arms of Macdonald of Macdonald to his father,
Alexander Godfrey, thereby recognising him as High Chief of Clan Donald. As High Chief, Lord
Macdonald chairs the High Council of Clan Donald, composed, at the moment, of the Chiefs of
Clanranald, Glengarry, Sleat, and Antrim.
Lord Macdonald, like many of his ancestors, was educated at Eton, where he was a contemporary of
Sir Ian Macdonald of Sleat. In 1970, the year after he married Claire, his father, born in 1909, died

suddenly. This necessitated Lord Macdonald to cut short his developing career as a Chartered
Accountant in Edinburgh and return to Skye to take charge of the family’s estate, comprising some
45,000 acres. Because of Death Duties on two inheritances, and other honourable debts, some
dating back to 1800, it became obvious that a major reconstruction of the entire estate had to be
undertaken.
To formally unite Clan Donald, the High Council of Clan Donald was brought into being in 1971.
With the wise counsel of Sir Ian Moncrieffe of that Ilk, Albany Herald and an advocate, ably
assisted by Donald J Macdonald of Castleton, the renowned and respected author and historian, the
first act of the High Council was to form a charitable trust, to be known as The Clan Donald Lands
Trust. This would enable the Trust to purchase the bulk of the Macdonald Estates, and thereby
enable Lord Macdonald to settle all outstanding debt, and allow Clan Donald to become owners of a
large area of the once mighty Lordship of the Isles, to be held in perpetuity for the benefit of all
clansfolk worldwide.
An international fund-raising effort, spearheaded by Lord and Lady Macdonald, provided sufficient
funds to allow the Trust to purchase the estate with help from The Royal Bank of Scotland.
However, for the Trust to be able to own the land outright, it required a sale of half the initial
holding, which, thanks to a dramatic increase in land values, has allowed The Clan Donald Lands
Trust to retain 20,000 acres.
Lord Macdonald is married to Dr Claire Macdonald of Macdonald OBE, The Lady Macdonald of
Macdonald, an internationally famous writer, journalist, cook and cookery demonstrator. She was
born in Lancashire, where her family had lived for many generations. Lord and Lady Macdonald
reside in Skye and on the Black Isle, north of Inverness.
Lord and Lady Macdonald have four children. Alexandra, the eldest, is married to Baron
Guttenberg, and lives on the family estate in Bavaria with their children, Johannes, Felix and
Antonia. Isabella lives on Skye, with her two boys Billy and Luke, and now looks after Kinloch
Lodge, one of the family’s ancestral homes, which for nearly fifty years, Lord and Lady Macdonald
have run as a small internationally acclaimed hotel. Meriel, their youngest daughter is married to
Peter Strang Steel, and lives near Haddington, south of Edinburgh, with their children Milo and
Kitty.
Lord Macdonald has a sister, The Hon Janet Anne Macdonald of Macdonald, and a brother, The
Hon Alexander Donald Archibald Macdonald of Macdonald.
Lord and Lady Macdonald play an active part in the life of their local communities. They are both
national patrons of Marie Curie Care, and companions of The Order of Malta. Lord Macdonald was
for many years involved in all aspects of local government, was vice convener of the Standing
Council of Scottish Chiefs and Chairman of The Skye Gathering. He is a Justice of the Peace and a
Deputy Lieutenant for Ross Cromarty and Skye.
HEIR APPARENT
Lord Macdonald’s heir is The Hon Godfrey Evan Hugo Macdonald of Macdonald. He was educated
at Eton and Trinity College Cambridge, where he graduated with a first-class honour's degree. In
December 2019 he married James Stevens, and pursues a career as a journalist and design
consultant, which takes him all over the world. They currently live in Hastings but return to Skye
whenever time permits.

BILL McDONALD

It was 1959 and I was in Milton when brother Colin from Invercargill contacted me about setting up
a CD Society in Dunedin. Colin was a foundation member of the CD Society of NZ and it was on
their initiative that he was acting. They rented the Atheneum in Dunedin and called a meeting which
when it was held brought out a sizeable number from around Otago. At that meeting it was decided
that such a society be formed and to my surprise I was elected it first President. My Vice President
was Jim McDonald from Dunedin a retired railwayman. I cannot remember what was next but in
mid-1960 I was transferred to Queenstown with the BNZ and was not then able to take part. Jim
would have replaced me. My connection with the society was non existent because of my location.
In 1962 I found myself moving to Dunedin with AMP and found that the clan society had just
disappeared. I was asked by the BNZ in Stuart St. what to do about the bank account and as I had
nobody, I could contact at all, I had to make some decision and it was that we passed on most of the
money to CORSO and the rest went to purchase a trophy for the Otago Pipe Bands Association for
“Best in Drill and Dress”, and that trophy should still be in that place.
It must have been about 1989 that Colin, who was then in Dunedin made contact with the idea that
we re-form the society and a meeting was held in the Dunedin Pipe Band hall and that is where I
first met Rhondda Martin. We got underway and Colin was elected as President.
In 1990 Annette and I visited Scotland for the second time where we also visited Armadale on Skye.
I was also able to meet Rob Parker who was the man in charge at the CD Headquarters. On my
return a gathering was held at the University Staff Club and I was able to speak on our visit to
Scotland. I was also then VP of the Otago Society.
Sadly, early in 1991 he had a bad stroke and died in DPH on 1 April 1991. He asked me before he
died to organise an Annual Report for the AGM soon after and this, I did at the AGM in Moray
Place. I read my report but was not able to finish as I was in tears and Rhondda read the rest for me.
Before Colin died, he had met up with a group of American CD Members who were touring NZ and
they had suggested that we do something about fixing the gravestone of the 17th Glengarry Chief in
the Southern Cemetery and this we eventually did with a large grant from the USA. I was President
at that time, and we had a large gathering on the evening of St. Andrew’s Day for a re-dedication.

Sometime before that we had had a meeting in Dunedin of the 3 South Island Societies and I said to
them then that it would be a good idea to get a South Island Commissioner and at our AGM next
year I was to my great surprise presented with a document from Lord Macdonald appointing me to
such position. I held this post until I handed over to Elwyn Martin about 2004 and he still holds that
job. However, prior to that happening I was appointed to membership of the Finlaggan Council as
one of its first members. I was given also the task of naming a “Chair” of the Council and did so by
naming Invergarry Castle the ancient seat of the Glengarry CD. My family claim membership of the
Glengarry Clan and I have had the great pleasure of hosting Lois MacDonell CD Otago Patron on
two occasions. The Council is restricted to 16 members and I am the only NZ member. Allan
MacDonald of Vallay in Auckland was also given a place, but he eventually resigned. I regard the
honour of membership of this Council as the greatest compliment that any clansman/woman be
given. Full details of the Council can be found on the web as “Finlaggan Council”. Appointments to
the Council can only be made by the Clan Chiefs and they must nominate such membership.
Editors Note:
The above account of Bill’s involvement with Clan Donald New Zealand was written by himself. Rather good
for someone who says his memory is not as it was way back then.
On behalf of the members of Clan Donald New Zealand I would like to thank Bill for taking the time to give
us an account of the history of the Otago Branch and his input to reforming the Society.

Report from our South Island Commissioner
Here hoping that 2021 will be a better year than 2020 for Clan Donald activities.
It started off on a good foot with the Burns Night. Here in Canterbury 16 Clan members attended
the Scottish Society Burns night. The local Scottish Fiddlers, plus a soloist was the main
entertainment and our Clan member Gordon McIver (Scottish Society Chieftain) gave an excellent
talk on the life of Robbie Burns. Followed by a very nice meal which included Haggis, Neeps and
Tatties.
I sent letter to Otago and Southland of encouragement to participate in the Glen Coe remembrance.
In the deep south at Hedge Hope there is replica of the monument that stands in the Glen Coe
village in Scotland. A lovely little place to visit if ever in the south.
Clan Donald Canterbury had an afternoon of mini golf at Ferrymead Heritage Park. A lovely sunny
day with lots of laughs and everyone was a winner. I attended Canterbury’s AGM in February. All
positions stayed the same.
Mrs Alma McDonald (Southland) had a fall and has broken her hip and we would like to wish Alma
all the best for a speedy recovery. Alma is a long serving member of Clan Donald Southland.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE SOCIETIES OF CLAN DONALD
AUCKLAND
Scottish Clans Association, Annual Dinner
The dinner was held at Parnell Hotel on Saturday 28 November. Clan Donald High Commissioner
Andrew Wilkie was guest speaker and he told the gathering of his role and the history of Clan
Donald. There were at least 16 Clan Donald people at the dinner.
Northcote Tavern Luncheon
Around 25 clans folk from Clan Donald attended this annual event, and once again the company
was convivial. The Signals Band entertained in the garden bar.
Clan Cameron Dinner
Clan Donald are always good supporters of this dinner on 23 January. We fully occupied two tables
with 16 Clan Donald people. The dinner was in January as it had to be postponed from its originally
planned date in August. During the dinner Alan promoted and advertised an event the next day to
honour Burn’s Birthday.
Waipu at New Year
The Waipu Games for 2021 were cancelled and the 150th games will be held in 2022. This year
there was a shortened programme with no avenue of clans, but there were dancing and piping
competitions and craft and produce stalls in the main street, around the grounds and in the Celtic
Barn. It was agreed that this alternative event was both well patronised and a success. Among Clan
Donald people in attendance were our President and the Brays.
Paeroa Games
These games were able to be held without any restrictions due to health regulations on Saturday 13
February. Six of our members made the games the centre of a weekend away from home. The fine
weather, with no wind allowed the pavilions to do without their walls. Perhaps the Clan Donald
pavilion, sited in a finger of the main perimeter of stands had less patronage than in earlier years.
The Paeroa Tattoo was, justifiably, well supported. The Patea Maori Club was a leading contributor
to the Tattoo.

Photos from the various events

Doug and Janet Williamson and family with
with Andrew Wilkie at Northcote

Barbara, Anne, Lois, Mary And Murdock at Northcote.

The Kinnells at Northcote

Anne, Geoff and Barbara in the garden
at the Northcote Tavern.

Tom and Lynette McDonald at Northcote

The Signals Band playing in the garden

One table of Clan Donald at the Scottish Clans
Jon and Dianne Winder at the Scottish Clans Dinner.
Association Dinner. Standing while Official Guests
piped in.
Left to Right: Douglas Oldfield, Ella Donald, James Donald,
Jim Murdoch, Murdock McDonald, Anne Marshall, Andrew Wilkie.

Lynette McDonald and Guy Sanders at Scottish Clans
Dinner.

The Ode to the Haggis by James MacGee.

The Colour Party at Paeroa: Jim Murdoch, Andrew Wilkie,
Tom McDonald and Lex Allan.

Andrew Wilkie and Tom McDonald at Paeroa.
The High Commissioner and N.I. Commissioner.

Murdoch McDonald and Walter McDonald catching up.
In the tent at Paeroa.

“Man it is hot here in Paeroa.”
“ What’s wrong with you lad?”

The cannon being set up at the Paeroa Highland Games

The cannon being fired to officially open the games.

The toasting of the caber

The massed bands at the evening Tattoo held at Paeroa.

Coming events in Auckland
Clan Donald Auckland, Annual General Meeting.
Our date in March has had to be postponed due to Covid requirements. The venue is most likely to
be Pt Chevalier RSA, but the revised date will depend on the venue being available after we reach
Level 1. The financial statement, minutes for 2020, and topics for the AGM have already been
circulated to members, and the revised date will be advised by email as soon as we know.
Clan Donald Auckland, Annual Dinner.
This event is set for Saturday 1 May 2021. The venue is Parnell Hotel, 10-20 Gladstone Road,
Parnell. The menu, speaker and price are still to be decided, and will be advised once finalised. In
the meantime, keep the date free on your calendar.

CLAN DONALD LANDS TRUST.
Premier Supporter of Gaelic Performing Arts
• Harold McIsaac Memorial Prize for Best Grade 3 Pipe Band plus a prize each for 2nd and 3rd at
the annual National Competition. The same band cannot win the main prize 2 years in a row.
The National Piping Competition was held in Napier on 19th and 20th March 2021. Below are the
prize winners of the Clan Donald Lands Trust.
Results were:
First prize; Canterbury Caledonian Society Band G
Second prize; City of Tauranga Band
Third prize; Manawatu Scottish #2 Band (last year’s winner)
THE ASSOCIATED CLAN DONALD SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
ASSOCIATED CLAN DONALD SOCIETIES OF NEW ZEALAND ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
TO BE HELD 22nd MAY 2021
AT THE HORNBY CLUB
CHRISTCHURCH.
(DETAILS WILL BE SENT OUT TO SECRETARIES DURING THE WEEK OF 5th APRIL)

CLAN DONALD CANTERBURY
You are all cordially invited to join us for our 30th anniversary on;
WHEN; Saturday 22nd May 2021
WHAT TIME; Meet at 5.30 with dinner at 6.00
WHERE: Hornby Club- Carmen Rd
COST; $35/per person
Entertainment by Willie MacArthur.
RSVP by 12th May To
Margaret Donald
clandonaldcanterbury@gmail.com
or 0274 866 899
Pay online into account- 03-1702-0032466-00
Reference with your initial and surname.
Book your flights and accommodation now.
PS. The Denton Park Motel is nice and close to the venue.

POTATO AND LEEK SOUP
Recipe from The Scottish Food Bible produced by Lady Claire Macdonald
Serves 6 people
3 tablespoons of olive oil
1 onion, skinned, halved and chopped
3 leeks, any outer leaves removed, trimmed at either end, then chopped
3 medium potatoes, peeled and chopped
1 rounded teaspoon medium strength curry powder
900ml (1 ½ pints) chicken or vegetable stock
1 rounded teaspoon of salt
About 12 grinds of black pepper
A grating of nutmeg
6 teaspoons crème fraiche to garnish
Heat the olive oil in a large saucespan and, over a moderate high heat, fry the onions with the
chopped leeks, stirring occasionally for 5 minutes.
then add chopped potatoes to the contents of the pan, stir well, and cook for a further 5 minutes,
stirring from time to time to prevent sticking. Then add the curry powder and stir well. Pour in the
stock, bring to a gentle simmer. Season with salt and black pepper and nutmeg, and half cover
The pan with its lid. Simmer gently for 8-10 minutes. Test a bit of potato to see if it is soft, the take
the pan off the heat and, using a hand held blender
Blitz the contents of the saucespan until smooth. Reheat and serve, with a teaspoon of crème
fraiche in the centre of the bowl.

FLOWERS OF THE FOREST

PASSING OF DOUGLAS WILLIAMSON.
It is with great sadness that I was informed by Andrew Wilkie, our New Zealand High
Commissioner, regarding the death of a great clan member.
Sad news. Janet Williamson has called me and advised that her husband Doug passed away, this
morning. Doug was in RAF Bomber Command during WW2, flying Lancaster’s. He was one of the
very last survivors. He and Janet have been staunch Clan Donald Auckland supporters for many,
many years, attending most Clan functions. The service will be held on Wednesday 17 March at
Noon. It will be a quiet affair at their home at 62 Garnet Road, Westmere Auckland. The casket has
been painted blue with Celtic symbols on it. This is to emphasise the Scottishness of Dougie. I will
be there to pipe for my old friend, before and after the service and also to represent Clan Donald.
Our thoughts go out to Janet and the family. Gum faigh Dùghlas fois ann an sìt
COMING EVENTS
May 2021
1st Clan Donald Auckland Dinner
16th Clan Donald Canterbury Branch Meeting. (Subject to date change)
22nd The Associated Clan Donald Society of New Zealand Annual General Meeting. Christchurch
August 2021
15th Clan Donald Canterbury Branch Meeting

DISCLAIMER: The contents come from a wide variety of sources and whilst every effort is made to check details these
cannot be guaranteed.

Newsletter was compiled by Christine Martin, Canterbury.
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