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The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand
Wish every member of the Societies a very Merry Christmas
and a Healthy New Year in 2021

THE ASSOCIATED CLAN DONALD SOCIETIES OF NEW ZEALAND
PRESIDENT JIM MURDOCH

Jim Murdoch (CDNZ President) and Elwyn Martin (South Island Commissioner)
Jim (Auckland) was nominated as our new President at the Annual General Meeting of
Clan Donald New Zealand in August.
Secretary/Treasurer is Geoff Parry (Auckland)

Colin Donald MacDonald (29.11.1925 – 22.09.2020)

Colin Donald MacDonald
29.11.1925 – 22.09.2020
Colin was an amazing person who touched the lives of all in Clan Donald Canterbury. He was a
foundation member when the Clan was formed in February 1991, and went on to become
President in 1994-1996.He loved life, family, fun and a dram. During the early years of the Clan
he was a great mentor, and shared his expertise on how to research your genealogy. We were
all in awe of his dedication to his own family tree, and were impressed at the hours of research
he put in. This lifelong passion put Colin in touch with many Clan Donald members worldwide,
and he was fortunate to meet many of them in person as he and Doreen travelled the world.
Later he would take on the role of addressing the Haggis at functions. A role he enjoyed as it
included a toast to the piper. (Whisky) Over the years Colin was a regular attendee at all Clan
functions and joined in the spirit of the socials, whether it was dressing up as the ugly sister in
our production of Cinderella and the ugly sisters, wearing his kilt at the Scottish outdoor bowls,
dressed up for our themed dinners and even provided the tractor for our “Old MacDonald had a
farm”. He attended garden tours, wine tastings and how could any of us forget the wonderful car
rallies he would put together with Stan. Also memorable were our socials at 222 Cannon Hill
Crescent, the home of Colin and Doreen. That was once we all knew how to find our way there.
The views from the balcony always seemed to add to the atmosphere of the night. Early on we
decided that Colin would make a great Father Xmas and he willingly took on this role. His sense
of humour and light hearted banter added to the fun of receiving a present.
So to end, how can we sum up our relationship with Colin as a member of the Clan?He was:
• Loyal – attended as many functions as possible
• Fun – had a wicked sense of humour
• Great story teller – several of us purchased his book , The Life and Times of Ernie O’Neil

• Honest
• Passionate
To finish our story of Colin MacDonald here is a wonderful short poem. “Gone from us”
Gone from us that smiling face,
The cheerful pleasant ways
The heart that won so many friends
In bygone, happy days
A life made beautiful by kindly deeds
A helping hand for others needs
To a beautiful life,
Comes a happy end
He died as he lived,
Everyone’s friend.

Apple Pancakes with Cinnamon Butter
Recipe from The Scottish Food Bible produced by Lady Claire
Macdonald
Makes about 12 pancakes
220g (8oz) plain flour
1 tablespoon Baking Powder
50g (2oz) Caster Sugar
50g (2oz) melted butter
2 large eggs, beaten
150ml (1/4 pint) milk
2 good eating apples, peeled and cored
Sieve the flour, baking powder and sugar into a bowl. Beat the eggs with the milk, then add
this mixture to the dry ingredients, along with the melted butter, and beat to a smooth, thick batter.
Grate the apple into this. Meanwhile, heat a large griddle (you can use a saute or frying pan instead)
and rub over with butter. Put spoonfulls of batter, evenly and well spaced, onto the very hot griddle.
When tiny bubbles form in each pancake, flip them over with a spatula to cook on their other side
for about a minute. Lift them onto a rack and cover with a tea towel as you make up the remainder
of the pancake batter.
For Cinnanon Butter
120g (4oz) soft butter
1 level teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 rounded tablespoons soft light brown sugar
Beat the butter, cinnanon and sugar together until very light and almost fluffy. Serve the
pancakes just warm, with the cinnanom butter handed round seperately.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE SOCIETIES OF
CLAN DONALD

AUCKLAND
15 November
2020.
Haigh clan members,
Well, the winter of Covid19 is now over and all is coming alive again. The birds are singing,
and the sun is shining. What more does one want? All our thoughts go out to the people of
Hawkes Bay and especially to any Clan Donald members that have suffered during the
recent flooding that has devastated the area. Clan Donald Auckland and Districts are on the
road again after having completed their first event since the dinner back in August. On
Saturday 7th November we held a sausage sizzle at Bunnings in Mt Roskill. Again, this was a
successful event with a total take of $844 and donations of $72, after costs we banked a
total of $557 for the day. This will certainly sit well in our bank account. Our next outing as
Clan Donald will be our Christmas gathering at the Northcote Tavern on the 13th December.
Again, the Signals Pipe Band will be turning out for this occasion. Mark this in your social
calendar as it is a relaxed afternoon where you can catch up with some you have not seen
for a while.
We have set up a sub-committee, headed by Geoff Parry our Treasurer, to look at a new
constitution for Auckland. Murdoch McDonald spent many hours putting a constitution
together in a draft form and the sub-committee’s task is to ensure that the phrasing etc
conforms with today's laws and regulations. We have also had a kind offer from Andrew’s
niece, who is considered one of New Zealand’s top Societies and Trust Lawyers, to cast an
eye over the new constitution before we submit it to the Companies Office and adopt it as
our own. Hopefully, we will have this this all completed and be ready for our next A.G.M.
If you have not already received your subscription renewal yet I can assure you it is not far
away. Our financial year starts on the 1st January. Our subs are still $25 for the year and it
would be nice to see these come in early and save James Donald, our Members Secretary,
the unenviable task of chasing people up later in the year.
EVENTS:
Unfortunately, the lunch and movie at Ryders in Avondale had to be cancelled due to the
second lock-down in Auckland. This will be looked at again next year.
Auckland Scottish Clans Association Dinner will be held at the Parnell Hotel on Saturday 28th
November. Tickets for this dinner are $ 70 per head and payment made before the 21st
November. Andrew Wilkie our New Zealand High Commissioner will be the guest speaker.
As I said earlier Northcote Tavern on 13 December for a Christmas Function.

Waipu Highland Games have been cancelled but I believe there is a community event being
held there on New Year’s Eve and day but this is only from hearsay so I would check before
going there.
Clan Cameron Dinner on the 23 January at the Parnell Hotel.
Paeroa Highland Games. 13th February. These games are still on as far as we know.
From Pam McDonald, Clan Donald in Perth W.A.
Politicians: It says it all really.
A politician visited a village and asked the villagers what their needs were.
“We have two basic needs honourable Sir”, replied the village leader.
“Firstly, we have a hospital but no doctor”
On hearing this, the politician brought out his phone.
After speaking for a while, he told them that there’d be a doctor there tomorrow and asked
for the second problem.
“Secondly Sir, there is no mobile phone coverage anywhere in this village”.

CANTERBURY
Hororata Highland Games 2020
The 10th annual Hororata Highland Games were held on Saturday 7th November and
attracted a crowd of over 8,000 people on a day that was heavily overcast. Fortunately, the
forecasted rain held off until after the event.
Ten years ago, the Hororata community came up with an idea to raise funds and spirits
after the devastating September 2010 earthquake and as a result the Hororata Highland
Games were born. The Hororata Highland Games have developed to become a special
event that celebrates Hororata, the greater Canterbury community, traditional Highland
activities, and Scottish traditions. The Games have a rich tapestry of culture surrounding
unique and entertaining competitions such as the Kilted Mile. Each year the organisers do a
wonderful job of refreshing the programme by introducing some new features.
This year it was the inclusion of over 40 of New Zealand’s oldest cars including some with a
Scottish heritage, and the Scottish farmyard. Clan Donald Canterbury members manning the
Clan Donald tent were joined by Tom McDonald and Lynnette McDonald from Auckland and
Roz McKechnie from Dunedin. We had a steady stream of visitors and were successful in
recruiting 13 new members (including several family groups).

Clan Donald member, Sheila Cuthbertson gave a spinning demonstration in the
Clan area.

Pictured in front of the Clan Donald tent are Margaret Donald, Brent Tomlinson,
Lynnette and Tom McDonald

OTAGO
It seemed to me that at the end of this COVID year we should celebrate our being members
of Clan Donald.
First of all, Bill McDonald was 90, a great achievement, and we wish him well for the coming
years.
Nov. 22 was the Kirkin’ of the tartan. It took place at Knox Church on a very wet
morning. It was pouring with rain as we gathered, Margaret Dyett, Bill McDonald and
myself, along with the others, resplendent on our tartans, ready to parade into the
church. It was a colourful service. The following Sunday was the St Andrew’s celebration in
the Octagon. The rain let up, but not the wind. We were sheltered in the Combined Clans
tent. The day became warmer and sunnier as it went on. There was highland dancing,
porridge eating, plenty of music and plenty to eat. Bill McDonald was asked to part of the
Haggis Ceremony, and a colourful ceremony it was. Peter McDonald, Margaret Dyett, Bill,
and I were there to answer questions, and recruit new members. There was not as many
members of the public as there was last year, but that was the lack of tourists. More dogs,
though. They could have had their own display, the Scottish terriers and West Highland
whites, in their finery, along with their owners. That brings us to the end of the year, and
we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and that 2021 is a more
settled year, with plans that go ahead. New Year in Scotland especially, is a time for First
Footing, where being the first over the doorstep of neighbours and friends’ houses was
considered good luck. In the 70s I know we did it when visiting the country. I am not sure if
is still done. And so, to 2021. We are planning an outing as part of the Glencoe Memorial
Day. More of that to come in the New Year.
Truffles. Here is a simple recipe suitable for New Year.
50-75 grams raisins
1 -2 tablespoon whisky
Grated rind of an orange
250grams dark chocolate
1-2 pkts malt biscuits.
Soak the raisins and rind overnight in the whisky. Melt the chocolate over hot water, and
when totally melted add the fruit and crumbed biscuits, stir until well mixed. Put a teaspoon
full in small muffin cases. Decorate with crystallised ginger (finely chopped) or nuts. Leave
to dry. Makes about 20-30

Clan Donald Lands Trust
Premier Supporter of Gaelic Performing Arts
The ancient Clan Donald Lords of the Isles were great patrons of the arts and saw it as their
responsibility to support, encourage and develop the Gaelic culture in all its forms. The Clan
Donald Lands Trust (CDLT) was established to preserve the heritage and lands of Clan Donald
and is pleased to carry on this important responsibility. For many years, CDLT has encouraged
and supported both piping and clarsach in the UK– including through the loan of instruments
to schools and annual junior competitions. The CDLT has also now enhanced this through the
launch of new competitions and through several traditional music competitions which are
now being supported world-wide. For example –
UK
! The Donald MacDonald Quaich Premier world-wide annual competition for
Piobaireachd. At Armadale Castle. Five competitors by invitation.
! CDLT is the sponsor of the annual Gold Clasp trophy for former winners, at the
Northern Meeting in Inverness.
! The Princess Margaret of the Isles Prize for best senior clarsach. Awarded annually at
Armadale Castle
! The Kate MacDonald Memorial Prize for Junior Clarsach. Awarded annually at
Armadale Castle. Best Overall Junior Clarsach Player
! The Colonel Jock MacDonald Memorial Prize for Junior Pipers. Awarded annually in
co-operation with the Colonel Jock MacDonald Memorial Trust in Portree, Isle of Skye.
! The Deborah Macdonald of Sleat Memorial Prize for Gaelic Poetry. Awarded annually
in co-operation with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig
North America (Canada and the USA are combined as one Region).
!
!
!

!

!

!
!

Ellice and Rosa McDonald Memorial Prize. Prize for the best Grade 3 pipe band in
North America. Location of the competition changes yearly
The Sir John A Macdonald Memorial Prize for Piobaireachd being the Gold Bar to the
Piobaireachd Society Gold Medal (Canada) competition.
Colonel John MacDonell of Lochgarry Prize for Best Male Highland Dancer (North
America). Prize to encourage continued male participation in Highland Dancing.
Location of competition changes yearly
The Flora MacDonald of Kingsburgh Memorial Prize for Best Female National Dancer
(North America). Prize to encourage the best female Highland dancers to pursue
excellence. Location of competition subject to change.
Princess Margaret of the Isles Prize for best senior clarsach – North America. Awarded
annually in co-operation with the Scottish Harp Society of North America’s National
Championship
Bishop Faber MacDonald Memorial Prize for Best Senior Fiddle – North America.
(Moves to different Highland Games)
The Dan Rory MacDonald Memorial Prize for Best Junior Fiddle—North America.
(Generally held to coincide with the Senior Fiddle Competition.)

!

The Sister Margaret A. MacDonell, CND Prize in Gaelic Poetry (Held with the Dept of
Celtic Studies, St. Francis Xavier University).

Australia
!

!

AWR MacDonald Memorial Prize for Best Grade 4 Pipe Band This is an annual award
and with the National Championships being 2-yearly, enabling the opportunity to
support lesser events (State Championships etc) in the odd year, also allowing the
award to move around the country a bit more.
The Clan Donald Clasp for Former Gold Medal Winners, at the RU Brown Piobaireachd
Society Gold Medal contest.

New Zealand
!

!

Harold McIsaac Memorial Prize for Best Grade 3 Pipe Band plus a prize each for 2nd
and 3rd at the annual National Competition. The same band cannot win the main prize
2 years in a row.
Sir Thomas Lachlan MacDonald Memorial Prize for Best Male Dancer at the annual
National Competition for 14 yrs and over, another prize for 10 yrs and under 14 yrs,
and a further prize for under 10 yrs. These prizes are to encourage continued male
participation in Highland Dancing.

In NZ, we are looking to steadily expanding the support for the Gaelic Arts over the next few
years and hopefully we will, as time progresses, be able to make this into a regional affair for
Oceania.

THE ACCOCIATED CLAN DONALD SOCIETY OF NEW
ZEALAND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Date: 22nd May 2021, Christchurch
Venue: Meeting to be held at Hornby Club, 17 Carmen Road, Hornby, Christchurch
Time: 1.30pm
Clan Donald Canterbury are holding an anniversary dinner on the 22nd May to celebrate Clan
Donald Canterbury’s 30th anniversary. All welcome to join in with the celebrations. Further
details to follow.
Book your flights and accommodation now.
PS. The Denton Park Motel is nice and close to the venue.

COMING EVENTS
January 2021
1st
Waipu Highland Games. Cancelled due to Covid 19 but it is believed that
some form of family entertainment will be held.
23rd. Canterbury Scottish Society Burns Supper
February 2021
13th Paeroa Highland Games
13th Glencoe Massacre, Scotland
14th Clan Donald Canterbury AGM. 4pm
March 2021
6-7th Canterbury Centre Pipe band Competitions, Templeton
May 2021
1st
Clan Donald Auckland Dinner
th
16
Clan Donald Canterbury Branch Meeting. (Subject to date change)
nd
22
The Associated Clan Donald Society of New Zealand Annual General
Meeting. Christchurch
August 2021
15th Clan Donald Canterbury Branch Meeting

DISCLAIMER: The contents come from a wide variety of sources and whilst
every effort is made to check details these cannot be guaranteed.
Newsletter was compiled by Christine Martin, Canterbury
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