
 

From the Editor:    
Who would have thought that by the time this issue 

was being prepared for publication that words such as 

‘social isolation’, ‘self-isolation, ‘lockdown’ 

‘quarantine’ and ‘stay at home’ would have become 

common usage with ‘bubbles’ being  life-saving! 

This is an extraordinary time in our country’s history 

with the spread of the pandemic of COVID-19 

throughout the world and the presence of the virus in 

New Zealand.   

I can only reiterate the Prime Minister’s words to stay 

at home and respect the measures that have been put 

in place to keep us safe.  There will of course be 

people who don’t or won’t understand the need for 

this.  Having studied the 1918 Influenza Pandemic in 

Otago for my Honours Dissertation, it is essential that 

we all do what is required of us.  At least we are 

spared the gargling with Potassium 

Permanganate (Condy’s Chrystals)  as was 

required in 1918  

I’ll try to make this issue as entertaining as I can to 

provide some light relief while you are confined to 

barracks over the next month or so.   

I have only received contributions from the usual 

suspects so will get on with it.   

Roz 

 

From the high commissioner: 

I was appointed High Commissioner for Clan Donald in 

New Zealand in June 2014. Having served two 3-year 

terms I have advised the High Council that I am not 

available for a further term. It has been an honour to 

serve two terms as High Commissioner which I have 

enjoyed however I consider it is now time to step 

aside for someone new. Members of Clan Donald New 

Zealand have an opportunity to put their names  

forward if they are interested and consider they are 

qualified to be appointed as High Commissioner. 

Those who are interested should submit their 

application to Christine Martin, President of The 

Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand. The 

Association will select the preferred nomination to go 

forward to the High Council. 

The High Commissioner is the personal representative 

of the High Chief. While the High Council appreciates 

nominations from national Clan Donald Societies, in 

the end it is the decision of the High Council as to 

whom will be appointed as High Commissioner. 

The position of High Commissioner carries a number 

of responsibilities and 

anyone wishing to learn 

more about the role 

please do not hesitate 

to contact me. 

Stay safe; look after 

yourselves and those 

around you. 

Best Wishes 

Alan MacDonald 
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from the president 
Christmas has come and gone and it is time to focus 

on the year ahead. Who would have thought things 

would change so dramatically in such a short time. For 

me I had two overseas trips planned and   I was 

looking forward to meeting up with fellow Clan 

Donald members. In the past week it has been 

unsettling for me having to cancel flights, 

accommodation and prepare myself to work from 

home. 

I had been holding off the decision to cancel the 

Annual General Meeting as my thoughts were that 

this virus is not reaching New Zealand. Given how the 

world is so accessible in this modern era it became 

apparent that a total lockdown was the best call the 

government could have made. I shall contact the 

Incorporated Society as an extension only allows us a 

two month period so will explain that we have 

cancelled this year’s AGM and will hold our next AGM 

in 2021 in May.  

It was great to spend time in Invercargill with Alton 

McDonald and Clan Donald Southland. We only had a 

little gazebo but that is all that is needed with the sign 

up to attract people. He showed me his plan for a 

scholarship to give something back to the clan once 

the award had been accepted.  This was great to see.  

Southland actually signed up two new members on 

the day. It was the NZ Pipe Band Champs and there 

were only two Clans there. The weather was beautiful 

and in the park the birds were singing.  

The Clan Donald Lands Trust has closed the 

accommodation, gardens and restaurant until the 

virus has completely been eradicated from the shores 

of Skye. It is a shame as the future was promising with 

more tourists travelling to Skye and Armadale. Next 

year is the 50th anniversary since the Clan Donald 

Lands Trust was formed so while we may have no 

visitors at present, the planning is still going ahead for 

a celebration.  

So until the next newsletter please stay safe and keep 

in touch with your loved ones and your Clan Donald 

Family. 

Christine Martin 
President/Secretary 

 
 

clan donald southland  

The sound of bagpipes rang out across Invercargill 

from the 13th – 15th March as Invercargill and the ILT 

City of Invercargill Highland Pipe Band played host to 

the 2020 Pipe On In New Zealand Championships. 

Pipe bands from across the country, including 

Invercargill, descended upon the Southland Cricket 

Grounds, performing in front of a panel of judges from 

throughout New Zealand and two from Scotland. 

(From web site). 

If you want something to watch google Pipe On in NZ 

and watch the 2hr 22min video of the “Street March”. 

There is also more information about the 

Championships on there. 

ILT City of Invercargill Highland Pipe Band 

All ready to go.  (From Facebook.com) 



 

clan Donald otago  

Nothing reported this time 

clan Donald wellington 

Nothing reported this time 

Those of you who came to the AGM in 2019 might be 

familiar with some of these:  They are actual answers 

given by children between 5th and 6th grade history 

tests and Sunday school quizzes collected over a 

period of 3 years by two teachers.  Read carefully! 

Ancient Egypt was old.  It was inhabited by gypsies 

and mummies who wrote in hydraulics.  They lived in 

the Sarah Dessert.  The climate of the Sarah is such 

that all the inhabitants now live elsewhere. 

Moses led the Hebrew slaves to the Red Sea where 

they made unleavened bread, which is bread made 

without any ingredients.  Moses went up on Mount 

Cyanide to get the ten commandos.  He died before he 

ever reached Canada but the commandos made it. 

Socrates was a famous old Greek teacher who went 

around giving people advice.  They killed him. He later 

died from an overdose of wedlock which is apparently 

poisonous.  After his death, his career suffered a 

dramatic decline. 

clan DonalD hawke’s bay 
 

 
 

THE CLAN DONALD HAWKE’S BAY PETANQUE 
COMPETITION 

 
A small but keen group of members from Clan 
Donald Hawke’s Bay met at Bruce and Halina 
McGechan’s residence in Waipawa in Central 
Hawke’s Bay, for the Petanque Competition, on 
the 22nd of February. 
 

 
 
Standing from the left: Bruce McGechan, Ruth Parker, 
Don Ellis, Bruce Parker. Seated: Halina and Doug 
McGechan, Bruce’s brother. 

 

 
 
Enjoying a refreshment break. Halina and Bruce 
McGechan, Doug McGechan, Don Ellis, Bruce Parker. 

 



 

After a great day of the competition, the Parker 
Team of Ruth and Bruce were very deserved 
winners. 

 
 
The Parker Team in the centre with their prizes, 
flanked on the left by Bruce McGechan and Don Ellis, 
and on the right by Doug McGechan. 

 

 
 
Everyone enjoying the winner’s prize. 

 

TWO NEW MEMBERS FOR CLAN DONALD 
HAWKE’S BAY 

 
 The New Year started off very well with two new 
members. Alastair Donald and Donald Ellis. 
 
Alastair works in the restaurant industry and Don 
Ellis is retired, and both live in Napier. Don is an 
ex Merchant Navy officer and an ex RAF Officer, 
and interested in history, particularly World War 
II. Don’s mother Mary McNaught Donald was a 
Scot and his father was English/Welsh. Don came 
to New Zealand in 1971 and has lived in Napier 
ever since, and retired in 2006. 
 

 

 

THE TURAKINA HIGHLAND GAMES 

Clan Donald had a presence at the Turakina Highland 

Games: 

 

The Army watches a heavy weight event. 

 

David Moore and Carol MacKay. 

 

 

 

Doug McGechan, Bruce McGechan & Friend. 



 

 

Hilary and David (Wellington) with their hats. 

clan Donald Christchurch 

BURNS SUPPER- 25TH JANUARY 2020 

How fitting that the Burns Supper, hosted by the 

Scottish Society, was held on Robbie Burns actual 

birthday this year. Nine Clan Donald members 

enjoyed an evening of fine entertainment by “Bush 

Telegraph”, solos by Nadine Williamson and immortal 

memory by Neil Struthers. The address to the haggis 

was by our own Clan member and Chieftain of the 

Scottish Society Gordon McIvor and an extremely 

well-considered and worded reply to the Toast to the 

Lassies was delivered by Clan Donald member Shelia 

Cuthbertson. 

 

From L:  Maggie Donald, Fay McOscar, Irvine Kinraid, Alison 

Kinraid, Paul McOscar, Shelia Cuthbertson, Ann Smith, 

Pauline McIvor, Gordon McIvor 

The meal of neeps, haggis and tatties was excellent. 

No traditional sweet of clootie dumpling or tipsy laird 

(a Scottish sherry trifle) but a perfectly adequate 

serving of ice-cream and fruit. A traditional birthday 

cake of the time was served with shortbread and a 

cuppa to finish the meal. 

Our table enjoyed the company of our new members 

along with clan representatives from the Scottish 

Heritage council 

 

From L:  Ann Smith (President), Caralyn Way (Orkney-

Shetland), Maggie Donald (Clan Donald), Ruth Cooper (Clan 

MacAulay), Pat Campbell (Clan Campbell), Mary Clark (Clan 

McLeod), Diane Claughton (Clan Cochrane). 

MAJBRITT MURDOCK IN CHRISTCHURCH  32 

YEARS LATER. 

Majbritt Murdock was last in Christchurch in 

December 1988. It was at this time that Ian Donald 

met Douglas Murdock and, as they say, the rest is 

history. This chance meeting eventually led to the 

formation of Clan Donald Canterbury. Ann Smith and 

Maggie Donald have been fortunate to maintain a 

very rewarding friendship with Majbritt over the last 

thirty-two years. Majbritt was in Christchurch on the 

25th February as part of a round the world cruise. Her 

time in Christchurch was limited as the ship berthed in 

Akaroa but there was sufficient time for her to meet 

Clan Donald Canterbury members over lunch.  

 

From L: Bob Lyall, Cath Lyall, Sally Wihone, Majbritt 

Murdock, Helen Ring. 



 

After the introductions several photos were passed 

round showing where we met CD USA at Grandfather 

Mountains and their final night in NZ all those years 

ago when the Caledonian Ladies Pipe Band marched 

to collect them from their hotel. They then marched 

them up Kilmore Street the wrong way to the 

Caledonian Hall to enjoy dinner and the company of 

society members. No health and safety in those days 

and after the 2011 earthquake no Caledonian Hall or 

hotel. 

From L: Cath Lyall, Sally Wihone, Majbritt Murdoch, Helen 

Ring, Val Donald, Peter Smith, Obsured – Ann Smith, 

Maggie Donald, Elwyn Martin, Christine Martin, Bob Lyall, 

Alison Kinraid, Irvine Kinraid. 

All too soon lunch was over but it was great for 

Canterbury members to finally meet a member of CD 

USA that Ann and Maggie have talked about for years. 

Majbritt was delighted to catch up with Peter Smith 

after all these years also. 

From L: Val Donald, Peter Smith, Majbritt Murdock. 

More from the children: 

In the first Olympic Games, Greeks ran races, jumped, 
hurled biscuits, and threw the java.  The games were 
messier then than they show on TV now. 

Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world with a 100 
foot clipper which was very dangerous to all his men. 

clan Donald Auckland 

WAIPU HIGHLAND GAMES 

Six were on hand on the afternoon of 31 Dcember to 

set up the pavilion – Murdock, Jim, Anne, Tom, 

Lynnette and Marni.  Conditions were warm and 

settled 

 

We patronised the New Year’s Eve function at the 

Waipu RSA.  The entertainer was ‘Shane’ and his band 

from our era with the music in 50s and 60s style. 

There was a good sized crowd at the games on 

Wednesday, Barrie, Annette and Geoff joined the 

team in the pavilion. Early on we signed up a new 

family, (Steve, Violane, Tara, Tane McDonald).  

 

 Linda Johnston also signed up for membership. 

Our evening meal was shared with members from 

Clans McLeod and Matheson.   

Several of us attended, with 200 others, the evening 

ceilidh in the Celtic Barn.  “Twisty Willow” provided 



 

the musicians and caller for the dancing.  This was a 

well organised event, with a massive supper including 

good sized portions of haggis. 

Next year Waipu celebrates its 150th Anniversary, so 

the games will be extra special. 

CLAN DONALD MEMBERS RECOGNISED IN THE 

NEW YEAR HONOURS LIST 

Clan Donald congratulates two members whose 

service has been recognised in the New Year Honours 

list –Dr Dianne Webster and Carrol Elliott.  

Dr Dianne Webster         Carrol Elliott 

Dr Dianne Webster, QSO, was awarded the CNZM. 

Companion of the New  Zealand Order of Merit. For 

services to health, particularly paediatrics. Dr Dianne 

Webster has directed the national newborn metabolic 

screening   programme (NMSP) for more than 25 

years. She is a long standing member of Clan Donald 

Auckland. Dianne has, over a period of years been 

particularly active, when the Clan has visited Waipu, 

by supporting our Hogmanay celebrations and has 

been part of the hospitality crew at the games on New 

Year’s Day. Dianne is the daughter of Donald Webster, 

the first NZ High Commissioner. 

Mrs Carrol Elliott was awarded the MNZM. Member 

of the New Zealand Order of Merit. For services to 

nursing and the community. Mrs Carrol Elliott has 

worked in the nursing profession for more than 50 

years as a Registered Nurse and Midwife. She has 

served on the Board of Directors of the New Zealand 

Nurses Organisation and helped write the Code of 

Ethics and Standards of Nursing Practice. Mrs Elliott 

has been an elected member of the Auckland’s 

Council’s Mangere/Otahuhu Local Board since 2009. 

She has also been a member of the New Zealand 

Justices of Peace Association since 1988. 

Carrol Elliott is a long-time member of Clan Donald 

Auckland and is part of a family which have been 

strong supporters of Clan Donald, linked through her 

father, to the MacDonalds. Carrol's sisters Dorothy 

Jelicich and Jeanette McFarland, and her niece 

Catherine Jelicich have all served for many years on 

the Clan Donald Auckland committee. 

THE PAEROA GAMES 
The Paeroa Games and Tattoo were held on Saturday 

8 February. 

Clan Donald was well represented, with Clan Donald 

Auckland President Barrie Paterson and Annette, 

Patron Murdock McDonald, Committee Jim Donald 

and Ella, Jim Murdoch and Ann, Lynnette McDonald, 

High Commissioner Alan MacDonald, North Island 

Commissioner Tom McDonald.  

Members Lex Allan, Alan and Mary Bray, Marni 

MacDonald were on hand to make everyone 

welcome. Murdock’s daughters Fiona and Beryl were 

on hand, as were Fiona and Craig Newth. Glenyss 

O’Halloran was based next door with Clan Gordon. 

From L: Ella P, Barrie P, Tom M, Jim D, Jim M. 

In all 19 Clans were arranged in the Avenue of Clans. 



 

At 10:30 am the Clan march took a short route, 

through the castle gate to assemble behind the official 

party in front of the grandstand. 

Alan, Fiona, Beryl & Tom with stilt girls. 

Throughout the hot afternoon our pavilion offered 

hospitality in the form of cups of tea and eats. 

Two Commissioners, Alan MacDonald & Glenyss 

O’Halloran. 

One new member, Glenda Jamieson was signed up. 

 

Glenda with Tom McDonald. 

A feature of Paeroa is the evening Tattoo. Many from 

Clan Donald gathered on the grassy knoll for the 

Tattoo.  

Member Grant (Mac) MacDonald from Pukekohe was 

honoured by the organisers, with a presentation of 

the Gavin Ballantine Memorial Trophy in recognition 

of his outstanding contribution to the success of the 

Paeroa Highland Games and Tattoo. Mac has been a 

Competitor as the Drum Major of various bands, and 

Drill and Dress Judge / Contest Supervisor for the past 

10 years. 

 

Mac MacDonald presented with Quaich. 

********************** 

MEETING ROYALTY 

Barrie and Annette Paterson were invited by the 

Puketepapa Local Board to attend the royal tour of 

Prince Charles and Camilla at Mt Roskill War Memorial 

Wreath Laying Ceremony and reception in  honour of 

fallen Niuean soldiers. Barrie went in his kilt as he 

does for ANZAC parade and was complimented 

accordingly by Prince Charles. 



 

 

stories from 1918  
From a Transcript obtained from the Oamaru Museum 
 
“We seemed to have been lucky and escaped the 
epidemic for some time but one afternoon my father 
arrived home from work earlier than usual, running a 
high temperature, very, very flushed and had lost his 
voice. Mother immediately packed him off to bed in 
the ‘front’ room. The room usually reserved for special 
occasions or visitors, along with extra towels, a basin 
and a container with a liberal amount of formalin.  
Dad indicated that he could not, and indeed did not 
want anything to eat or drink but mother insisted that 
a plate of gruel would be ideal food for such a sick 
patient.  With pencil and paper plus some hand signals 
Dad indicated he had a bottle of whisky planted in a 
cupboard for such an emergency and if she would add 
some to the gruel he would eat the mixture.  Mother, 
in all innocence, tipped half the bottle of neat whisky 
into the basin of gruel and believe me, in a very short 
time, Dad broke out into a sweat.  He seemed to be in 
a delirious state (it may have been a mild case of the 
D.T’s) and his remarks on regaining his voice were 
quite incoherent for some time. He perspired copiously 
and the bed clothes had to be changed at frequent 
intervals.  However he made a remarkably quick 
recovery. He always maintained that it was the 
quantity of whisky along with the shock and its impact 
that brought this quick and miraculous recovery and 
not the quality of the whisky. Thank goodness he was 
the only member of the family to be laid low with the 
‘flu of 1918”. (S. Muirhead, 1983). 
 
In: The 1918 Influenza Pandemic: The Otago Experience, 
R.C. McKechnie, 2002. 

a little bit of history 

Cén Fáth go Bhfuil sé ar a Dtugtar Chlainn 
Domhnaill?  Why is it Called Clan Donald? 

One of the most frequently asked questions at 
hundreds of Clan Donald tents all over the world is, 
“Why do you call it Clan Donald?  Is this the 
MacDonald clan?” The 15th century Gàidhlig (Gaelic) 
documents refer to it as Clann Domhnaill (Clan 
Donald).  This was initially assumed to be the ancient 
Celtic way of referring to the extended family 
organization of those with a common ancestor, but 
this now appears to have been a simplistic view.   

The earliest record of the use of “Clan Donald” is 
found in the 1467  Gaelic manuscripts and the 17th 
century Leabher Dearg (Gaelic Black & Red Books of 
Clanranald) preserved in the Reliquiæ Celticæ.  

The Gaelic word “clainn” is 
abbreviated Cl~ and Domhnaill written with a ~ over 
the o as an abbreviation of the “mh“.  These original 
Gaelic manuscripts refer to individuals associated with 
(not necessarily literal descendants 
of) Domhnaill (Donald) Triath nan Eilean (King of the 
Isles) as “Domhnuillach” (literally “from” or “of 
Donald”), and the people as a group are 
called “Chlainn Domhnaill” (Clan Donald).    

The  Clan Donald Society of Edinburgh, established in 
1891, was one of the oldest modern clan 
organizations (no longer in existence, Ed). Ten years 
before it was established Alexander MacKenzie, FSA 
Scot published his “History of the MacDonalds and 
Lords of the Isles” in which he occasionally used the 
term Clan Donald, but mostly used the surname 
Macdonald when referring to all of the descendants of 
Donald of Islay(pronounced Eye’-la).  When the Rev. 
A. Macdonald of Killearnan and Rev. A. Macdonald of 
Kiltarlity published their three volume history they 

http://www.1467manuscript.co.uk/index.html
http://www.archive.org/stream/reliquiaeceltica02came#page/n5/mode/2up
http://www.archive.org/stream/reliquiaeceltica02came#page/n5/mode/2up
http://www.edinburghsociety.highlandconnection.org/
http://www.islayinfo.com/islay_place_names.html


 

entitled it “The Clan Donald”. They almost exclusively 
referred to the descendants of Donald of Islay as Clan 
Donald in their history.  They also included followers 
who were not literal descendants of Donald of Islay in 
Clan Donald.  

 As our understanding of Celtic culture grows we 
realize the term Clan Donald was not intended to 
exclude anyone not literally descended 
from Domhnaill nan Islay (Donald of Islay), Triath nan 
Eilean (King of the Isles). Clan Donald today includes 
many families just as did the Kingdom of the Isles and 
the Kingdom of Scotland. 

The Macdonald 

They appropriately used “The 
Macdonald” as a reference to 
the clan chief more than 
Macdonald as a surname in 
their work. It was published 
at the request of the Clan 
Donald Society of Edinburgh. 
The official family 
organization has referred to 
themselves as Clan Donald 
ever since it was founded.    

In 1978 Donald J. Macdonald 
published his one volume history entitled “Clan 
Donald” that this web site is based upon. A beautiful 
new reprinting of this valuable history of Clan 
Donald has recently become available for purchase. 

Clan Colla 

The ancestors of those with the surname 
MacDonald, with its many various spellings, were for 
hundreds of years referred to as Clan Cholla (or Colla 
pronounced ka’ la) in deference to another 
traditional ancestor (or more correctly “follower 
of”)  Colla Uais, High King of Ireland.  

 

The famous bard MacVurich stirred the men of the 
Isles at the Battle of Harlaw in 1411 by reminding 
them they “were of Clan Colla as well as from Conn of 
a Hundred Battles.  

There are several other examples of the Lords of the 
Isles and their kin referring to themselves as Clan 
Colla. By designating the society Clan Donald the 
founders of the modern family organization 
incorporated the ancient Celtic form while honoring 
Donald of the Islay, a more recent traditional Celtic 
Chief. His Gaelic name was Dhomhnaill mac Ragnall 
mhic Somhairlidh or Donald, son of Ranald, grandson 
(or descendant) of Sorley (Somerled). 

 

Dunyvaig Castle, Islay, once the naval fortress of the Lords 
of the Isles, the chiefs of the Clan MacDonald 

Why Not Call Yourselves the MacDonald Clan? 

The surname MacDonald (including alternate 
spellings) literally means “son of Donald” and was 
appropriately use by anyone who’s father’s name was 
Donald until surnames became common in 
Scotland. In 1061 the Scottish King Malcom 
Ceanmor (Gaelic meaning devotee of St. Columba 
with a big head!) directed there be a change from the 
Celtic naming practices to the “custom of other 
nations” (as his wife, the Saxon Queen Margaret, was 
fond of pointing out).  

 

King Malcolm III and his 2
nd

 Wife, Saxon Queen Margaret 
(She was Canonised in 1250AD) (Wikipedia). 

http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/clan-donald-today/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/103-6400284-6894221?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Clan+Donald
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/103-6400284-6894221?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=Clan+Donald
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/the-various-spelling-of-the-surname-macdonald/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/clan-colla/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/ancestry/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/ancestry/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/ancestry/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/it-began-with-somerled/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/the-various-spelling-of-the-surname-macdonald/


 

He commanded his chief subjects to commence using 
surnames taken from the territories granted by the 
crown. Thus were created, “The first erlis that euir was 
in Scotland.  Mony surename also les and moir, Wes 
maid that tyme quhilk wes nocht of befoir” (also many 
surnames, small and great were made at that time not 
known before).   It only rhymes in the old 
Scots. Perhaps Malcom Ceanmor didn’t care for the 
Celtic practice of distinguishing people by a 
characteristic such as “big head”! 

MacDonald appears to have been used as a surname 
among our ancestors long before the government 
required surnames in 1855. In the 1855, 1856, and 
1935 surveys MacDonald was the second most 
common surname in 
Scotland because they 
counted Mac & Mc prefixes 
as one name.  The 
survey noted that if they 
had combined the two 
spellings the name would 
still be the second most 
common name in Scotland 
(only Smith is more 
frequently found). Although 
many modern clan societies 
have chosen to designate 
themselves by a surname, 
the first Clan Donald society (which is now world-
wide) chose to use the more ancient Celtic 
designation that appropriately includes hundreds of 
surnames. 

Most of the 20th century histories of the Highland and 
Western Islands ignored or misinterpreted Celtic 
culture in order to justify the British 
government’s punitive actions against them.  

To be fair, the Highlanders were a very different 
culture from those governing them and were not 
easily governed! In 1978 Donald J. Macdonald 
compiled a beautiful history of Clan Donald that used 
the oldest surviving 14th-17th century Gaelic 
documents to traverse the treacherous, boggy moor 
that centuries of misinformation had created.  In the 
introduction to his work, Donald J. Macdonald gave 
considerable attention to the legend 
of  Cú chulainn (Gaelic = Chulainn‘s hound) the most 
famous of the ancient Celtic champions.  He explained 
the legend’s significance to Clan Donald and 
how these legends can help us understand our 
ancestors.  They provide a window into our ancestors’ 
Celtic crofts and an ear to the songs sung on 
their galleys where genealogy, cultural values, and 
their life’s ambitions were planted in the fertile minds 
of the young.   The Internet provides access to more 
knowledge, available to more people than ever 

before.  We have greater opportunity to study the 
original documents and see what they said about 
themselves in their native language literally “at our 
fingertips”. This website provides links to Donald J. 
Macdonald’s original sources and other ancient Gaelic 
texts so you may study it out for yourself and come to 
your own conclusions.   From: https://clandonald-

heritage.com        More next issue. 

events 
Because of the lockdown many events are in doubt 
and have been postponed e.g. the Associated Clan 
Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated AGM 
has been postponed to May 2021. As far as I’m aware 
the following events are still going ahead: 
Auckland: 

Annual Dinner, 2 May 2020 (under discussion) 

North Shore Tattoo, July 2020 

Canterbury: 

Tartan Day Lunch (Scottish Heritage Council), Sunday 
5 July, Noon for 12.30. Lincoln University Dining 
Room, Ellesmere Junction Rd, Lincoln.  

Clan Donald Canterbury meeting, Sunday 30 Aug. 
12.00 noon.  Forfar Courts Community Hall, 95 Forfar 
St, St Albans. BYO lunch. Meeting starts 1.00pm. 

Kirkin o’ Tartan ((Scottish Heritage Council) Sunday 27 
Sept, 2020. St Andrews Chapel, St Andrews College, 
Normans Rd, Strowan.  

Clan trip to Darfield  16 -18 October. 

Hororata Highland Games, Hororata Domain, Saturday 
7 November 9.00am to 4.00 pm.   

St Andrews Day Ceilidh (Scottish Society), Saturday 28 
November. Details to be advised.  

Otago: 

Combined Clans Hogmanay, June 27, St Peters Hall, 
Hillside Rd, Dunedin. Details to be advised.  

International: 

The Australasian Forum. which was to have been held 
at Perth, Western Australia 2-12th October 2020 has 
been cancelled. 

http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/the-various-spelling-of-the-surname-macdonald/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/the-various-spelling-of-the-surname-macdonald/
http://www.clandonald.info/clandonaldnames2.html
http://www.clandonald.info/clandonaldnames2.html
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/somerled-in-history/
http://clandonald-heritage.hmstudiosllc.com/somerled-in-history/
http://www.amazon.com/Clan-Donald-2nd-J-Macdonald/dp/1589803906/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1252510489&sr=8-1
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The Crofters by Barbara Hawthorn 
 

So it was never suburbia, no tidy street 
no steady parade of lamp-posts 

no numbered letter boxes, concrete drives 
no Mum and Dad cars side by side in the garage 

no whirly gig clothes lines out back 
one could go on with the list of what we have 
to measure against what the crofters lacked 

but it was never about sticks and stones 
that last backward glance 

before they shouldered the bag 
hoisted the youngest child to the hip 

and took the stony path 
out of that familiar glen for the last time 

what did they see? 
dark, cold and deserted now 

shabby stone cottage huddled 
against the flank of the hill 

but what they saw then in their mind’s eye 
what we instinctively see still 
fed by their aching nostalgia 

is the lamp lit in the small paned window 
small glow in the vast silent valley 
that said welcome home, come in 

leave your boots at the door 
rabbit stew steaming fragrant in the pot 

familiar faces gathered round the warm hearth 
beloved images to carry in the memory 

halfway round the world 
 

and roots can grow in this new soil 
and grow well they did 

yet always that wee ache in the heart 
the welling tear in the eye 

the lump in the throat that chokes 
but cannot silence the sweetness of the song 

lying always behind that kilted swagger 
wherever they gather 

always through time the tug 
of the wee croft, the highland home 

never forgotten 
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