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Rt. Hon, The Earl 
of Antrim 

Sir Ian Macdonald 
of Sleat, Bart. 

Rt. Hon. Lord Macdonald 
of Macdonald 

Much Hon. Ranald 
MacDonell of Glengarry 

Much Hon. Ranald 
Macdonald of Clanranald 

The High Council of Clan Donald Chiefs 
 

Armadale Castle, 
Isle of Skye, Scotland 
December 15, 2019 

To our well-beloved clansfolk throughout the world, 

On behalf of my fellow Chiefs on the High Council of Clan Donald, I send our warmest 

Christmas greetings to our wonderful Clan Donald family around the world.  Mighty Clan Donald 

may be dispersed throughout the Earth, but numbering over three-million members, we can be 

found in virtually every city and town in the United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, and so many other countries on every continent. We are the oldest of the Clans and 

we remain without question the largest and most important. Dòmhnall gu bràth! 

We are so proud of our Clan Societies who do so much to keep our Highland and Isles 

traditions and culture alive, and for those who work so hard to bring those traditions and culture 

to the attention of clansfolk who may be much removed from their history. I cannot emphasise 

enough how important is the work of the Clan Societies. Our future as a functioning Clan is very 

much in your hands; and I am confident in that future, as I have complete confidence in our High 

Commissioners, Clan officers, and Society members who deliver the news of Clan Donald to their 

fellow citizens. 

The Advent Season is closing and Christmas, the memorial of the birth of our Blessed Lord 

Jesus Christ, is upon us. My fellow Chiefs join me in wishing each of you a wonderful Christmas and 

pray that you will have joy and happiness this year as you celebrate the Christmas feast with family 

and friends. Your Chiefs join together as well in wishing one and all a joyful, prosperous, and 

peaceful New Year. 

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr! 
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From the Editor:    
Our hearts go out to all those affected by the 

Whakaari White Island tragedy and the ongoing 

treatment and rehabilitation for the survivors and 

their families.  Kia Kaha;  grá agus neart duit uile. 

As usual I had a lovely weekend at Christchurch for 

the Hororata Games and thank you to the 

Christchurch branch for making me feel so welcome, 

especially the lunch hosted by Ann and Margaret on 

the Sunday, and to Elwyn and Christine for the 

accommodation.  It was great to meet Steve 

McDonald, whose music has accompanied me in 

much of my newsletter (and other) writing.   

During the course of the weekend I discovered that 

my punishment for not being a whisky drinker is to be 

editor of this newsletter – does that mean if I become 

a whisky drinker the editorship passes to some other 

poor soul?  Actually I don’t view it as a punishment 

but a privilege to be able to bring together news and 

events from Clan Donald branches around the country 

– it’s just a shame that more don’t participate. 

However that’s just the way it is and I don’t plan on 

becoming a whisky drinker any time soon – the movie 

Gremlins springs to mind; I’ll leave the rest to your 

imagination. 

I’ve discovered that not only am I part of Clan Donald 

by virtue of marriage but also my Danish ancestors on 

my dad’s side had an alliance between the bearers of 

the name of Michelsen (Michelson) and Somerled, 

who appears to have swayed his naval alliance 

between Scotland and Norway over a long period, as 

evidenced by the family name of Mickleson 

(Michelson) being associated with the Clan from early 

times. My maiden name is Mickleson (Danish 

Mikkelsen).  

Christmas isn’t far away now and no doubt we are all 

thinking about family and preparations.  So I’ll wish 

you all a very Merry Christmas and a happy and restful 

holiday season.   

Slainté 

Roz 
McKechnie 

 

From the president: 

The year has just flown by and soon it will be 

Christmas. I would like to wish all Clan Donald 

members a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

We have had a busy first half of the year. I travelled to 

Scotland to the Clan Donald Centre, Armadale, Skye, 

for the annual meeting of the Clan Donald Lands Trust 

trustees. It was lovely to put faces to names and to 

see what plans lie ahead for the centre. The gardens 

were looking lovely but are a work in progress. Elwyn 

and I had the pleasure of replanting the tree that was 

donated by Clan Donald Otago in a new and well aired 

position in the gardens. The trees are being named 

and catalogued so every visitor can read the history 

for every tree. The bigger trees that are not safe are 

being removed to make it safer for visitors. This 

season there has been 46,000 visitors to either the 

garden or the heritage centre. A great achievement by  

the staff at Armadale. There are a few projects in 

place for more accommodation and weddings. 

Clan Donald New Zealand is holding the Annual 

General Meeting this year in Hawkes Bay. 

Date: 9th May 2020 Saturday 

Venue: Havelock North Community Centre, Te Mata 
Road, Havelock North 

AGM Time: 1.30pm 

Dinner: 6 pm at the above venue. 

Sunday 10th May a church service at 10am at St 
Columba’s Presbyterian Church. 

Please consider nominations for the following 
executive: 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer. 

I will be definitely standing down at the AGM as I feel 

the Association needs new blood and ideas. It has 

been a pleasure to represent Clan Donald as the New 

Zealand President and have enjoyed the different 

ideas and protocols for where the clan should 

progress which sometimes was a challenge. 

Merry Christmas 
Christine Martin,  
President, Clan Donald New Zealand 
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News from the finlaggan trust 

I wish to share important information I 

received from Lord Godfrey, the High 

Council of Clan Donald:- 

 “On behalf of the High Council of Clan 

Donald Chiefs, I am pleased to announce 

the appointment of Major Bruce Macdonald, Ret’d, 

formally of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada and now of 

Charleston, South Carolina, USA, as Chamberlain to 

the High Council of Clan Donald Chiefs. 

Bruce has a long history of involvement in Clan Donald 

including as the former Ottawa Commissioner for Clan 

Donald Canada, the former Deputy High 

Commissioner for Canada, Tòiseach Emeritus of the 

Council of Finlaggan, currently the Castle Duntulm 

Counsellor on the Council of Finlaggan, and as a 

Trustee of the Clan Donald Lands Trust. As such he is 

well known in the Clan throughout the world.” 

I have congratulated Bruce on this well-deserved 

appointment. 

Clan Donald Societies have generally found it difficult 

to gain younger people to join as Members and in 

some districts/countries the interest is so low that a 

number of Societies/ Groups have disbanded. So the 

question arises as to how do we encourage younger 

members to join and how can we awaken an interest 

in them of their heritage and Clan Donald. 

The numerous genealogical and DNA groups which 

are so well advertised today offering instant “families” 

and family ancestry (for a fee) are very popular with 

an older clientele who have a high interest in 

searching out their extended families and are very 

keen to have a strong Clan pedigree. They can be very 

appreciative in seeking assistance from a Clan 

historian but when they have obtained all their info, 

the majority quietly fade away and the Society never 

hears from them again. There are but a few who join 

as Members.  Castle Brove was asked this question by 

one of our Chiefs and his research and inquiries have 

led him to the following: 

What is the consuming interest of the younger 

generations?  – Anything with IT gadgetry; Online 

social media (Editor paraphrase). 

We need some heavy input into these generational 

phenomena, so we ask … how we might proceed to 

tap into these specific areas of interest of younger 

generations?  One pathway in use is by quietly 

educating family into their heritage: 

 Print out your direct family line as a ‘collapsed 

ancestor chart’ and give a copy to each of the 

family; 

 Compile a brief history of the family back into 

Scotland, print as a booklet and present same to 

family. 

Of course this should be recorded electronically but a 

printed version is visible and tactile. I have followed 

this path and my family are quite proud of their 

lineage but are not actively engaged in Clan Donald 

Society activities though support me at special Clan 

functions. 

Yes the iPhone is the constant work and social 

interaction – age will catch up with them with more 

spare time. Regular electronic Society Newsletters/ 

Journals with items of interest and heritage to all and 

sundry – this costs time and effort by the committed 

few but is a definite contribution to maintaining the 

interest of Clan Donald people. 

I look forward to any of your ideas on how we might 

engender a stronger interest in Clan Donald in 

younger people. 

With all good wishes to all for a joyous Christmas and 

a happy and safe New Year, 

Yours,                  

 Malcolm C. McDonald, Esq,OAM,OStJ Castle 

Dunaverty, Toiseach Finlaggen Council, Clan Donald 

International. 
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Clan Donald Auckland  

Report by Tom McDonald 

AUCKLAND HIGHLAND GAMES

 

Clan Donald colour party - Jim Murdoch - Jim Donald - 
Barrie Paterson -Tom McDonald - Geoff Parry  

The games were held again, for the third year, at 

Ellerslie Events Centre. Saturday 23 November was a 

sunny and warm day with the breeze coming over the 

roof of the grandstand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Marshall - Jim Murdoch 

The Clan Donald pavilion was set up against the ‘rail’ 

of the racecourse, which meant the trailer had to be 

parked alongside, rather than at the back as we 

prefer.  There were ample committee on hand to staff 

the tables.  The immaculately groomed lawn between 

us and the grandstand was venue for the Clans March, 

Scottish country dancing, re-enactment of Medieval 

battles and solo piping. 

Scottish country dancing - Jim Donald in centre. 

Re-enacting Battle of Largs (More on the battle of Largs 

later). 

 Three Pipers - Murdock McDonald - Ian Hill - Iain Foxell  

Unfortunately the dancing competition and 

heavyweight events were some distance away, in the 

centre of the racetrack where they were reached by a 

tunnel.  The Pipe Bands played at the rear of the 

grandstand near the pop-up Globe.  We were pleased 

to meet up with long standing supporters Ian Hill, 

Diane Winder, Grant MacDonald and Marni  

Macdonald. Two new members were signed up. 
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Jim Donald and new member Douglas Oldfield. 

 

 

End of Year Luncheon 

Clan Donald Auckland has made a habit of gathering 

in the Highlander Bar of Northcote Tavern for Sunday 

lunch in the second week of December. Again, we 

were joined by the Pipes and Drums of Signals Band.  

 The musicians occupy the garden bar where their 

notes can be heard throughout the tavern and the 

neighbourhood.   

The photographs show some of our members that 

limit their travel to the Auckland precinct along with 

some from Clan Campbell who we hope will join us 

again for this celebration. 

 
Mary McIsaac, Lois McDonald, Ann Marshall. 

 

 
Pamela and Albert Kinell. 

 

 
Noel Armstrong, Malcolm Campbell, Geoff Parry, Jeanette 

MacDonald and Hugh Maguire. 

 

This is becoming a busy time 

of the year for Clan Donald 

Auckland. We have had 

local Highland games and a 

Ceilidh during November 

and there will be a fund-

raising sausage sizzle at 

Bunnings, Mount Roskill on 

the Saturday before 

Christmas. 
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Clan Donald Tauranga 
It seems we have a fledging Branch in Tauranga with 

the request of Lex Allan at allanclanenzed@gmail.com 

for Tauranga Clan members to contact with a view to 

meeting up where they could get to know each other.   

 

Clan Donald wellington  
Little activity has been reported from Wellington, but 

they are looking forward to the Pipes in the Park to be 

held in February. Trish McKechnie sent in this cartoon: 

 

 

Clan Donald hawkes bay 

Bruce McGechan was recently appointed as President 

and is working to develop a list of events for next 

year. 

 

Havelock North Community Centre, Venue for CDNZ AGM 

2020. 

 

Clan Donald Canterbury 

By Ann Smith, President 

Since August we have had two social gatherings. The 

first was our annual weekend away, 19-22nd 

September. This year our destination was Twizel in 

the Mackenzie District of South Canterbury. The town 

was founded in 1968 to house construction workers 

on the Upper Waitaki Hydroelectric Scheme.  

The main purpose of the weekend was to scatter the 

ashes of Peter and Rosemary Dodson at Lake Ohau. 

Both had been members of Clan Donald Canterbury 

from the start and Twizel was an area special to them 

both as they worked for the Ministry of Works during 

the building of the Benmore Dam. 

 
Lake Benmore and Benmore Dam (Meridian Energy) 

Our first official stop on was the Fairlie Pie Shop. They 

say timing is everything but with one car stopping in 

Geraldine and another for ice-creams in Hinds we 

didn’t all meet at the same time. Pity really as the 

piper drew a lot of positive attention and certainly 

announced that the Clan was present.   

 

Announcing the Clans arrival in Fairlie, is our piper, Ann 

Smith with Helen Ring and Sally Wihone. 

mailto:allanclanenzed@gmail.com


7 
 

On arrival in Twizel we relaxed until it was time to 

head off to purchase takeaways from the Raza. The 

evening finished with a series of quizzes. We had lots 

of fun, banter and laughter to finish the day. 

Friday morning, we made our way to Lake Ohau. The 

weather was stunning, and we found a suitable place 

to scatter Rosemary, Peter and the cat’s ashes. A 

couple of poems were read then Ann played the pipes 

while Maggie Donald, Andrew Muskee and Ian Bright 

released the ashes.  

Next, we made our way to the Lake Ohau Lodge 

where we enjoyed soup or toasted sandwiches . 

 
At Lake Ohau. (L-R):  
Front: Irvine Kinraid, Alison Kinraid, Sally Wihone, Helen 
Ring, Raewyn Hinton, Heather Bastida and Ann Smith 
Back: Cheryl Austin, Ian Bright, Valerie Bright, Andrew 
Muskee, Maggie Donald 
 

The day concluded with dinner out and a couple more 

quizzes to finish the evening. Clan Donald are 

fortunate to have always experienced good weather 

on these weekends away and Saturday was no 

exception as we made our way into Mount Cook and 

the Hermitage. Some of us had last been there 30-50 

years ago while a couple had never been. We lunched 

at the café then spent time soaking up the views and 

looking in the shop.  

 
Pictured at Mount Cook: (L-R) 
Front: Sally Wihone, Helen Ring, Elaine Austin, Ann Smith 

Middle: Heather Bastida, Maggie Donald, Raewyn Hinton, 
Alison and Irvine Kinraid 
Back: Valerie Bright, Andrew Muskee, Ian Bright, Cheryl 
Austin 

Back to motels where some took five while others 

crossed the road to the hotel. That evening most of us 

walked down to Poppies Café and Restaurant for 

dinner then back to the motel to wait for the All 

Blacks vs South Africa game. 

 
At Poppies Café and Restaurant. (L-R). Valerie Bright, 
Raewyn Hinton, Andrew Muskee and Heather Bastida. 

 

All too soon the weekend was over, and it was time to 

start heading home. We stopped at the Geraldine 

Hotel for lunch then we all met up again at the 

Barker’s of Geraldine new shop and restaurant. This is 

a very smart building and has been set out with 

complimentary condiment stations so you can try 

their chutneys, sauces, jellies etc. Good timing as it 

had only opened on the Tuesday (17th September). 

 
With a final wave we all headed for home after 

another successful weekend away for the Clan. 
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Our second outing was on Sunday 20th October to 

Brook Gardens, just out of Christchurch.  

 

 
Pictured at Brook Gardens (L-R). 

Front: Val Donald and Dot Hitchings 
Middle: Margaret McTainsh, Sally Wihone, Maggie Donald, 
Ann Smith 
Back: Andrew Muskee, Valerie Bright, Raewyn Hinton, Ian 
Bright, Elwyn Martin, Christine Martin, Pauline McIvor, John 
McTainsh, Gordon McIvor 

Our usually very efficient secretary managed to book 

us into the right garden but told us to go to another. 

She wins the chocolate fish award. The good news 

was that the gardens were within five minutes of each 

other so all’s well that ends well. We enjoyed the 

hospitality of our hosts Joan and Dennis and viewed 

three acres of beautifully manicured lawns and 

garden.  

 
We had missed the spring flowers and were too early 

for the roses, but it was still a beautiful setting as we 

sat under the tress enjoying Devonshire tea at the 

conclusion of the viewing.  

 

HORORATA GAMES by Roz McKechnie 

 

Canterbury turned on a fine sunny day for the games 

held on the 9th November.  It wasn’t quite as hot as 

last year so I didn’t return home sunburnt this time; 

although having said that I went prepared with 

sunscreen. 

It was a bright and early start at the Clan Donald tent, 

one of several in St Andrews Square.  

 L–R: Elwyn Martin, Christine Martin, Ann Smith, Maggie 
Donald, Tom McDonald, Lynnette McDonald, Alan 
MacDonald, Gordon McIvor, Roz McKechnie, Brent 
Tomlinson. 

 

 

Alan MacDonald and Brent Tomlinson hard at work 

manning the tent.   
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Alan MacDonald (centre) with Cath and Matt Cook. 

Again this year there were many stalls with all manner 

of things from the famous Hororata pie (I had one and 

I have to say it just about equals Jimmie’s!) to giant 

mushrooms made from tree trunks. The quality of the 

items from all the stalls seemed to me to be of a 

higher quality.  It took a couple of long walks to get 

around them all, and a lot of will power not to break 

the budget. 

 

The heavy events competitors getting sustenance from the 

Hororata Pie cart.  

Elwyn and Ann were interviewed by the TV and the tent 

continued to get lots of enquiries and we managed to sign 

up several new members; hopefully these will come to 

fruition. 

 

There were new games for the children, this one is called 

Kubb. It is said the game was invented by the Vikings 

thousands of years ago but there is no evidence for this. 

Kubb is a lawn game where the objective is to knock 

over wooden blocks (kubbs) by throwing wooden 

batons (kastpinnar) at them. Kubb can be described as 

a combination of bowling and horseshoes. Kubbs are 

placed at both ends of the pitch, and the king, a larger 

wooden block, is placed in the middle of the pitch. 

The ultimate objective of the game is to knock over 

the kubbs on the opposing side of the pitch, and then 

to knock over the king before the opponent does. The 

game can be played on a variety of surfaces such as 

grass, sand, concrete, snow, or even ice. The 

alleged Viking origin of the game has led some players 

and kubb fans to nickname the game “Viking chess” 

(Wikipedia). 

  

Playing Kubb. 

The Grand Parade was its usual impressive sight with 

the massed bands leading the march. 

 

The day eventually drew to a close and finished with a 

very convivial meal and drinks with Steve McDonald 

and his lovely wife Jos.  

On the Sunday Ann and Maggie hosted a lunch for the 

Clan and Steve and a good time was had by all. I then 

made the long drive home to Milton. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawn_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horseshoes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viking
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Clan Donald southland 

By Marilyn Hayes 

Not much happening in the South. Sadly, one of our 

long-time members,  Elspeth Allan passed away on 

November 9.  She was born in Scotland, was a very 

passionate member of our Clan and will be missed.  

Southland is also hosting the National Pipe Band 

Championships in March 2020. Clan Donald Southland 

will have a tent there. 

It’s been a quiet time in Otago as well although we did 

attend the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan at Knox Church, have a 

display at the Dunedin library, and a stand at the St 

Andrews Day event in the Octagon in November.  

Unfortunately I don’t have any photos of these 

events.  The stand had a few queries but no sign ups.   

At our annual lunch at The Rope and Twine there 

were twelve members present and it was very 

enjoyable.  Unfortunately none of the photos are of 

sufficient quality to be used despite my attempts to 

improve them 

More on The battle of largs  
2 october 1263 

The Battle of Largs was fought between the armies of 

Norway and Scotland near present-day Largs in North 

Ayrshire on the Firth of Clyde in Scotland. 

 

Parts of a Scottish army attacked a small force of 

Norwegians attempting to salvage ships from a fleet 

carrying the armies of King Magnus Olafsson of Mann 

and the Isles and his liege lord King Haakon IV of 

Norway, beached during a storm. The Norwegians and 

Islemen had been raiding the Scottish coast for some 

time, and the Scots under Alexander III had been 

following the fleet, attempting to catch its raiding 

parties. Both sides claim victory in their respective 

chronicles and sagas and the only independent source 

of the war fails to mention the battle at all.  Within a 

few months of the battle however it was clear that it 

was a significant Scottish victory. 

Following the battle, Haakon withdrew his fleet from 

the Clyde and returned towards Norway. However, 

given the weather at the time his progress was slow 

and in the December of 1263, he died at Kirkwall, 

Orkney. 

His successor was Magnus IV who was in no place to 

launch expeditions against Scotland. He abandoned 

his claim on most of the Scottish islands in exchange 

for a substantial monetary payment. This was ratified 

by the Treaty of Perth in 1266. 

There were a few expeditions against local lords who 

had sided with King Haakon and as a result, this 

brought most of the Outer Hebrides and the Isle of 

Mann under the authority of the Scottish Crown. It 

took years before effective Royal control was 

exercised in all of these areas. During the interim 

period, the Lordship of the Isles was developed under 

Clan MacDonald. 

The Battle of Largs has earned a place in Scottish 

folklore, albeit on a shaky foundation. It marked a 

turning point in the development of the Scottish 

nation. It was the most important military 

engagement of the Scottish-Norwegian War (1262-

1266). 

The battle is also commemorated in modern-day Largs 

by a monument at the seafront in the shape of a tall 

cylinder with a conical top. It is known as ‘The Pencil’ 

and was erected in 1919. 

 

Largs 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_Olafsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnus_Olafsson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liege_lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_IV_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haakon_IV_of_Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_III_of_Scotland
https://www.learning-history.com/scottish-independence-stirling-bridge/
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Obituaries:   

Dugald mackay  

Clan Donald Otago reports with sadness the loss of 

our Piper, Dugald MacKay who passed away 

unexpectedly in Dunedin Hospital on November 12th 

following a short illness.  

Dugald was our official Clan Piper and was always 

happy to play on request.  He also had a busy time 

playing for tourists at both Larnach’s castle and in the 

city during the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dugald at Dunedin airport and the following from Dugald’s 

Service sheet: 

Something stirs within me 
When I hear bagpipes play 

They reach down inside my heart 
Whether close or far away. 

And as I stand and listen 
Something happens deep inside 
Their music flows into my soul 
And fills my heart with pride. 

But something else is happening 
Something you cannot see 

For my heart begins to wonder 
And longs once more, to be free. 

Thank you Dugald for your years of service in playing 

the pipes not only for our Clan but also for the city. 

 

 

Jeanette Mcfarland 

The passing on of 

Jeanette McFarland, 

nee McDonald, at the 

age of Eighty Four, on 

the 18th. of October last 

was a sad loss to Clan 

Donald Auckland.  

Jeanette’s fore-bears 

were from the Hebrides 

and this was proven by 

her loyalty to Clan 

Donald and to her Scottish Culture, as a fine musician, 

as member of the Auckland Ladies Pipe Band, first as a 

Drummer, then as a Piper, holding the Rank of Pipe 

Sergeant, also a very fine  pianist,  playing her Piano 

key board at many Clan Donald functions.   

Jeanette was a foundation Member of Clan Donald  

Auckland and served as a Committee member for 

many years, also hosting those Committee meetings 

at her homes, both in Onehunga and at Alum Road, 

Kohimarama. At the conclusion of those meetings, the 

Water of Life would appear on the table and it was 

well appreciated by all present. The several Gillies and 

Lairds luncheons that were held over several years, 

Jeanette was always there to help make those events 

the success that they were.  

Jeanette’s Funeral service was held at St.Lukes  

Presbyterian Church, Remuera, her family Church for 

many, many years. Clan Donald Piper, Andrew Wilkie, 

played Pipes outside the Church prior to the service, 

then at the conclusion of the service, played the  

Casket out to the Hearse to the Tune , “ Highland 

Cathedral”. 

A very Loyal and Faithful member to Clan Donald, 

Jeanette, Rest well in the “Land O’ the Leal”. 

From the lonely shieling of the misty island 

Mountains divide us, and the waste of seas 

Yet still the blood is strong, the heart is Highland 

And we in dreams behold the Hebrides. 
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Upcoming events 2020: 
Clan Donald Auckland 
Wednesday 1 January 2020: Waipu Highland Games. The 
Clan Donald pavilion will be set up in the Avenue of Clans to 
provide hospitality and information. 

Saturday 8 February 2020: Paeroa Highland Games. The 
Clan Donald pavilion will appear again.  The entry fee to the 
whole day programme is reduced for those with a gold 
card, or who prebook online at 
http://paeroahighlandgames.co.nz/. On a fine day the 
tattoo is a pleasant end to the day with massed pipes, mace 
flourishing, Celtic singers, Ode to the Haggis, Bay Silver Pans 
with guests Brendan Dugan and the Topp Twins.  If you stay 
for the tattoo do bring cushions or sand chairs and bring a 
picnic tea if you wish. 

Saturday 2 May 2020: Annual Dinner. This is a Must Event 
for all our members. Details to be provided. 

Clan Donald Invercargill 

Friday 13/Saturday 14 March, 2020: National Pipe Band 
Championships, Queens Park Cricket Grounds, Gala St, 
Invercargill 

Other: This notice from Lady Lilias Bell, Convenor: 

Scottish Balls: These are being run as not for profit. 

Saturday 22 February 2020: Picnic Ball: Colombo 
Winery, Martinborough. Informal. 

Saturday 29th February 2020: Southern Meeting, 
Larnach’s Castle, Dunedin. Formal. 

Further details available on the web site 
www.scotsinnz.com/balls 

International: 
2 – 12th October 2020: Australasia Forum. 
Perth, Western Australia. 

 
Clan Donald tours: Anyone thinking of visiting 

Scotland contact Tom Miers,.  He is working with a 

travel agency, Scottish Clans and Castles, to organise 

small tour groups for Clan Donald lands with key visits 

to Skye, Uist, Moidart and Lacharber.  You will get to 

meet local clansmen with an expert tour guide/driver.  

Groups will be about seven people and tailored for 

maximum bang for the buck.  Prices will vary so 

contact needs to be made directly with Tom at 

https://www.clansandcastles.scot/group-tours/clan-

donald.  
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