
1 
  

MACDONALD. MACDONALD OF SLEAT. MACDONALD OF CLANRANALD. MACDONELL OF GLENGARRY. 

THE EARL OF ANTRIM.

From the Editor:    

Spring is here, the bulbs are out, lambs are appearing 
and daylight saving is just around the corner. 

I do keep getting the recurring feeling of pulling teeth 
when asking for articles from the regions for the 
Newsletter. As usual Auckland and Christchurch do a 
great job in providing items and photographs but it’s 
not just about Auckland and Canterbury.   

Thank you for the kind words about the CDNZ AGM 
weekend that are on the web site along with photos I 
haven’t seen.  It was a bit of a mission at the local 
level but well worth it in the end to see everyone 
enjoying themselves.  The excellence of the venues, 
accommodation and food was a great vindication for 
the decision to move the event out to Mosgiel away 
from the Highlanders rugby fever in Dunedin city, not 
that that isn’t fun but not conducive to a good night’s 
sleep in the city.   

At the AGM dinner I spoke a little on the early history 
of Clan Donald and will continue this theme in the 
next issue, this issue has an article on the Caledonian 
Games  and given that the season is about to start 
with the Hororata Games in early November, I 
thought it a good time to learn about the history of 
them. 

Anyway as usual I hope you enjoy this issue and find it 
interesting and informative. I’d still love to hear more 
from Hawkes Bay, Wellington and Southland though 
please? 

 

 

Roz McKechnie  

 

 

 september 2019 

News from the finlaggan trust 
May 27, 2019 by Finlaggan Trust    

 
This year visitors to the ancient site of Finlaggan in 
Islay will have the unique opportunity of travelling 
back in time through a new virtual reality installation 
at the visitor centre. The recreation of the medieval 
administrative and ceremonial seat of the Lordship of 
the Isles has been done by the University of St. 
Andrews. During the Middle Ages Clan Donald, Lords 
of the Isles ruled the Hebrides and parts of mainland 
Scotland and Ulster as a semi-independent Gaelic 
kingdom, which sometimes caused tensions within 
Scotland.  By the late 15th Century they had once 
again fallen foul of the crown and the Lordship was 
finally forfeited by James IV in 1493.  
Many of the buildings at Finlaggan were destroyed at 
this time and the site gradually sank into obscurity. 
Work by the National Museum of Scotland under 
Archaeologist Dr. David Caldwell and the financial 
assistance of Lagavulin Distillery allowed the Finlaggan 
Trust to commission the University of St. Andrews to 
carry out the reconstruction which shows the twin 
islands of Eilean Mòr and Eilean na Comhairle (or 
Council Isle), and their surroundings in Loch 
Finlaggan… There was a remarkable complex of 
buildings which blended local traditions with wider 
European trends. Documentary research and 
comparison with other late medieval sites has been 
used to ensure the reconstruction is as accurate as 
possible. 
 

https://www.finlaggan.org/author/finlaggantrust/
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Clan Donald Auckland  

Kirking o’ the Tartan June 30th 2019 

Clan Donald was well represented at the Kirkin' of the 

Tartan service at St Andrews, Symonds Street, 

Auckland on Sunday 30 June. 

 

 

Clan banners. 

 

Clan Donald attenders (left to right) Tom McDonald, 
Andrew Wilkie, Ella Donald, Jim Donald, Anne Marshall, 
Annette Paterson, Jim Murdoch, Barrie Paterson, Murdock 
McDonald. 

Clan Donald Auckland 22nd Anniversary Dinner. 

The Annual Dinner of Clan Donald Auckland was held on 

Saturday the 11th of May 2019 at the Quality Hotel in 

Parnell, Auckland. At the conclusion of the main course 

of the dinner, came the presentation of a Life 

Membership Certificate to foundation Member and 

first Secretary, John Hawthorn. John had served Clan 

Donald Auckland very well in many ways over the 

intervening years since its inception, especially more 

recently with his musical ability, on his piano 

accordion. The presentation was made by President 

Barrie Paterson who thanked John for his services to 

Clan Donald Auckland, and wished him well. 

 
L – R: Barbara & John Hawthorne, Barrie Paterson 
 
Tom McDonald 
 

Clan Donald wellington  

Nothing received at this time. 

 
 

Celebration of Glen Shiel 300th anniversary held 
in Scotland 2019, by Christine Martin. 

Elwyn and I were lucky to attend the celebration while 

in Scotland. The day we left the Isle of Skye was 

beautiful and sunny but as the celebration was taking 

place it was as if the heavens opened and unprepared 

Scots became drenched. It was great to see so many 

Clans represented with their banners. We were joined 

by Neil Oliver who is the President of the National 

Trust of Scotland. Elwyn carried the Clan Donald Lands 

Trust banner in the parade, Nathan flew the Clan 

Donald Canada banner and Lois MacDonell laid a 

wreath.  

https://clandonald.nz/2019/05/15/clan-donald-auckland-22nd-anniversary-dinner/
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http://www.nationalgalleries.org/index.php/collection/on

line_subject/4:323/results/0/8221/ 

The Battle of Glen Shiel (Scottish Gaelic: Blàr Ghleann 

Seile) took place on 10 June 1719 in the West Scottish 

Highlands, between a Jacobite army of Highland levies 

and Spanish marines and a government force of 

regular troops, plus a Highland Independent 

Company. The most significant military action of the 

1719 Jacobite Rebellion, it resulted in a government 

victory that ended the rebellion. Glen Shiel is also 

unique as the only battle in Scotland between 1689 

and 1746 where the Jacobites remained on the 

defensive, rather than employing the Highland 

Charge. The rising was backed by Spain, then engaged 

in the 1718 to 1720 War of the Quadruple Alliance 

with Britain. Intended to support a landing in South-

West England, only the Scottish segment took place 

and the manner of its failure was widely viewed by 

contemporaries as having damaged the Jacobite 

cause. The mountain where the battle took place is 

called Sgurr na Ciste Duibhe and has a subsidiary peak 

named Sgurr nan Spainteach or 'Peak of the 

Spaniards' in honour of the Spanish marines who 

fought there.  

 

Battle of Glen Shiel Memorial   
(https://en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Battle_of_Glen_Shiel) 

 Clan Donald Canterbury  

Clan Donald Canterbury hold four meetings each year. 

Meetings are always in February, May, August and 

November and are held in the Forfar Courts 

Community Hall, 95 Forfar Street, St Albans. The 

meetings are on a Sunday and usually take an hour. 

Beside the normal Clan business they provide an 

opportunity for members to contribute and discuss 

the programme of events scheduled for the year. 

We endeavour to offer a range of activities “so there 

is something for everyone”. Besides supporting and 

taking an active part in associated Scottish events in 

Canterbury such as the Hororata Highland Games, 

Kirkin o the Tartan etc.  We look to provide a number 

of social functions whereby members can get together 

and enjoy some special times together.  

Meeting 12th May. 

Our most recent meeting 

was held Sunday 12th May 

which was Mother’s Day. 

We met at 12.00 pm for a 

BYO lunch prior to the 

1.00 pm meeting. After 

the meeting we 

celebrated Mother’s Day 

with a glass of bubbles 

and afternoon tea.  

Sheila Cuthbertson pouring 

the bubbles. 

 

 
Pictured at the 12th May meeting are Margaret 

Donald, Secretary/Treasurer and, on the right, Ann 

Smith, President 

http://www.nationalgalleries.org/index.php/collection/online_subject/4:323/results/0/8221/
http://www.nationalgalleries.org/index.php/collection/online_subject/4:323/results/0/8221/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Gaelic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Highlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Highlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Marine_Infantry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Highland_Companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Highland_Companies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobite_rising_of_1719
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_Charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_Charge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Quadruple_Alliance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sgurr_na_Ciste_Duibhe
file:///C:/Users/Roz/Desktop/Clan%20Donald/Clan%20Donald/(https:/en.wikipedia.org%20›%20wiki%20›%20Battle_of_Glen_Shiel)
file:///C:/Users/Roz/Desktop/Clan%20Donald/Clan%20Donald/(https:/en.wikipedia.org%20›%20wiki%20›%20Battle_of_Glen_Shiel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Battle_of_Glen_Shiel_Memorial.jpg
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Craft Afternoon 15th June. 

To liven up a dull winter afternoon the Clan held a 

craft afternoon. Bob and Cath Lyall kindly hosted the 

event in their lovely home. Cupcakes were baked and 

decorated with Beryl Duncan performing the judging. 

Members were able to try their hand at spinning with 

Sheila Cuthbertson or hand craft with Helen Ring. 

Finally, members who participated in the craft beer 

blind tasting had to identify the 3 beers correctly - an 

APA, Pale Ale and a Pilsner. Our beer knowledge, or 

lack of in many cases, was further tested by means of 

a quiz.  

Overall it was a lot of fun and most members gained a 

greater respect for the skills of the crafts people. A 

wonderful afternoon tea was provided to finish the 

afternoon. 

The cupcake decorating competition gets underway. 

Pictured Pauline McIvor, Cath Lyall and Gordon McIvor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valerie Bright, 

watched by Sheila 

Cuthbertson, finds 

spinning is not as 

easy as it looks. 

 

 

 
Pictured left to right for the craft beer tasting, Sheila 
Cuthbertson, Irvine Kinraid, Gordon McIvor, Pauline McIvor, 
Ann Smith, Ian Bright, Peter Smith and Val Donald. 

Tartan Day Lunch 7th July. 

Sixteen members of Clan Donald joined eight other 

Clans for the annual Tartan Day lunch organised by 

the Canterbury Scottish Heritage Council. The lunch 

was held at the Lincoln University students’ cafeteria. 

This proved to be an excellent venue as there was 

plenty of parking close by, the room was 

complimentary, and the buffet meant we could all eat 

at the same time. Gordon McIvor from Clan Donald 

did the address to the Haggis. While waiting for 

everyone to arrive we did our usual challenge. This 

year it was to write a poem that included the words: 

Heather, Glen, Haggis, Kilt, Highlands, Thistle and 

Scottish. Points were allocated for using the different 

words plus bonus points were awarded for including 

other Clan names. The poems were of a very high 

standard but the standout was from Brent Tomlinson, 

Clan Donald. 

Haggis MacDonald was in the Scottish Highlands 

Drinking a thistle whisky in his Clan Donald kilt with 

Glen and Heather, Plus the Camerons, Stuarts 

And the MacLeods, McLeans, Cochrans, Gunns, 

Buchannans, Hendersons, MacGregors, McKenzies 

And all other great Clans. 

 
Ann Smith (President Clan Donald Canterbury) pipes in the 

haggis party: Alasdair Lamont, Dave Gibb and Gordon 

McIvor. 
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Clan Donald hawkes bay 

Nothing received at this time 

Te Mata Peak Station, Hawkes Bay 

 

Clan Donald southland 

According to their AGM Minutes Southland are alive 

and kicking and have gained some new members 

which is great to hear. 

A representative was unable to attend the National 

AGM here in Dunedin because that particular 

weekend was the opening of the duck shooting 

season. Hope it went well. 

In the Minutes they mentioned their sponsorship with 

which they help with travel, entry fees and general 

costs associated with Highland Dancing.  Hopefully we 

will hear more about that in the next newsletter.  

Clan Donald NZ Annual General Meeting held at 

the Mosgiel RSA. 

Clan Donald Otago welcomed delegates from Clan 

Donald Auckland, Wellington and Canterbury to the 

CDNZ Annual General Meeting on the weekend of 

May 3rd-5th.  The weather played ball and while there 

were a few showers but it was mostly overcast and 

fine. 

The weekend kicked off with an impromptu meal at 

Nellies Restaurant and Bar at the Taieri Hotel as 

several had arrived by Friday night.  

 
L-R: Elwyn Martin, Murdock McDonald, Alan MacDonald, 
Roz McKechnie, Lynette McDonald, Christine Martin. 

 

The Mosgiel RSA proved to be an excellent venue.   

The serious stuff:  

The new Committee are:  

President & Secretary:  Christine Martin;  

Treasurer:  Patricia McKechnie;  

Vice President:  Roz McKechnie. 

AGM Attendees: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Back Row: Fiona McKay, Murdock McDonald, Alan 
MacDonald, David Moore, Brent Tomlinson, Margaret 
Dyett, Barrie Patterson, Elwyn Martin. 
Middle Row: Lynette Mcdonald, Tom McDonald, Annette 
Patterson, Susan Schweigman, Bill McDonald. 
Front Row: Roz McKechnie, Christine Martin, Patricia 
McKechnie Inset John McKechnie (he was taking the 
photographs). 
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The dinner was also held 

at the Mosgiel RSA. The 

address to the  Haggis was 

ably addressed by Tom 

McDonald.  

Piper Raymond 

Goodfellow led the 

march, Sword bearer was 

Todd Wall, Haggis bearer 

David Moore, and whisky 

bearer Alan MacDonald. 

 
L-R: Barrie Paterson, Annette Paterson, John McKechnie, 
David Moore, Bill McDonald, Peter Macdonald, Fiona 
McKay, Margaret Dyett, Gene Dyett. 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Susan Schweigman, Peter Schweigman, Barrie 
Paterson, Annette Paterson, John McKechnie, David Moore. 

L-R: Alan MacDonald, Tom McDonald, Lynnette McDonald, 
Craig Lockhead, Christine Martin, Elwyn Martin, Roz 
McKechnie, Brent Tomlinson, Todd Walls, Sheila Walls. 

Following the toasts, a quiz stretched everyone’s 

imagination with the big winner being Fiona McKay, 

who seemed to know about everything and cleaned 

up on the chocolate bar prizes.  There was also a brief 

talk on the early history of Clan Donald. 

Bright and early Sunday morning – well not too early – 

those that wished to, gathered at the site of the 

Rowan tree at the Mosgiel Memorial Gardens.  

 

L-R: Barrie Paterson, Elwyn Martin, David Moore, Roz 
McKechnie, Christine Martin, Margaret Dyett, Alan 
MacDonald, Brent Tomlinson, Lynette McDonald, Annette 
Paterson with the Rowan tree. 
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We then met up again at the Topiary Café which is 

part of Wal’s Plantland for an excellent brunch.  

 

The weekend was thoroughly enjoyed by all and thank 

you to everyone for coming and making  it a success.  

The Rowan Tree 

 

The Rowan Tree was planted on the 27th June 1992 by 

members and friends of Clan Donald Otago to 

commemorate the 300th Anniversary of the massacre 

of Glencoe in 1692.  The ‘Midweeker’ of 8th July 1992 

reports: ”After speeches from the president, Mr Bill 

McDonald and the Mayor, Mr Richard Walls, the tree 

was then planted by Mrs Annette McDonald (wife of 

the President) and Mrs Pam Campbell (Clan Campbell 

Society, Canterbury).   

Pam Campbell, Annette McDonald & Piper Dr Warwick 

Johnson 

After the planting clan piper Dr Warwick Johnson 

played ‘Rowan Tree’, ‘Massacre of Glencoe’ and the 

march ‘John McDonald of Glencoe’. It was very 

encouraging to see members of these two clan 

societies joining together in an act of commemoration 

and reconciliation by putting behind them the 

memories of 300 years and it is hoped that the rowan 

tree continues to flourish for many years to come”.  

 

The gathering at the planting 27 June 1992. 

Why a Rowan Tree? 

The Rowan tree has a long, sacred history. Since 

ancient times people have been planting a Rowan 

beside their home as in Celtic mythology it’s known as 

the Tree of Life and symbolises courage, wisdom and 

protection.  

The ancient world believed that the beautiful leaves 

that looked like feathers were created from a bird of 

prey. The myth tells that the goddess Hebe lost her 

chalice of youth and an eagle fought to recover the 

cup and return it to her. Wherever the bird shed a 

drop of blood or feather, up sprang a Rowan tree.  

Another legend tells us how the Rowan tree bent over 

a fast-flowing river and rescued Thor from being 

swept away into the Underworld. 

The Rowan’s bright berries were symbolically 

associated with these drops of blood. Red is believed 

to be the most protective colour and is linked to the 

forces of creation and life. The power of the sacred 

Rowan tree is further enhanced by the pentagram, an 

ancient protective symbol, embedded in the bottom 

of every Rowan berry.  
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The wood is strong and resilient, and has, since 

ancient times, been used to make protective crosses 

tied with red thread. The Rowan tree’s timber has also 

been used for carving rune staves, walking sticks, and 

was especially treasured for its divining properties.  

Bees love the delicate, creamy-white flowers and 

birds feast on the ripe berries in Autumn. Humans use 

them to make alcoholic concoctions or Rowan jelly, 

which is delicious with venison and other game. 

Rowan Jelly 

2lbs of Rowan Berries Sugar Water 

Method 

Pick off the berries from their stalks and wash. Put in a 

large pan filled with water and bring it to the boil then 

simmer until the berries are soft and squishy. Strain 

through muslin or a cotton cloth. Measure how much 

juice you have collected and pour into a clean pan. 

Add about 1lb of sugar (depending on your preference 

for sweetness) for every pint of juice. Stir over a low 

heat before bringing to the boil.  

When it reaches its setting point pour into sterilised 

jars. (https://www.countrylife.co.uk) 

Caledonian games 

Wherever the Scots went in the world, there shortly 

followed Pipe Bands and Caledonian Games.  Many 

families brought with them the piping tradition which 

they continued in their new settlements. The first 

Caledonian Games were held in the South in the early 

1880s You will recall the article written by Dan 

McKechnie published in the April Newsletter 

describing such a gathering.  

In the Spring 2019 issue of By Sea By Land, J.L. 

Canfield provides a very good early history of the 

games and the rules for the various events. He has 

written from an American viewpoint but this is equally 

relevant to New Zealand. The images were not part of 

the original article and have been added by the Editor. 

Boys Threw More than Tantrums in Old Scotland   

America may be less than 300 years old, but the 

Highland games we enjoy have been around for over a 

thousand. 

Historically, the start of the 

games began with King 

Malcolm III (1057-1093) 

who summoned all men to 

race up Creag Choinnach, 

located near Braemar, then 

run back down. The man 

who succeeded and arrived 

first would be declared his 

royal messenger.  

(Malcolm III, Lithograph by 
Unknown - Royal Collection 
RCIN 618089, Public 
Domain,https://commons.wikimedia.org) 

Creag Choinnich (R. McDermott, https://iticse.acm.org/) 

This began the start of what was known as war games 

where only the bravest, strongest soldiers would 

triumph. It has endured because what Scotsman 

doesn’t love a challenge or a chance to throw 

something heavy around? 

https://iticse.acm.org/
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In 1314 the Ceres Games, considered to be the oldest 

continuous games began when Robert the Bruce  

granted a charter allowing the village to hold a market 

and fair to acknowledge what was known as ‘small 

folk’ meaning the farmers, craftsman, and labourers 

who fought alongside the professional soldiers at the  

Battle of Bannockburn.  

 

For over 700 years these games have taken place. 

There are just a few years in which they were not 

held. The discontinuation started in 1746 with the 

passage of the Proscription Acts which were meant to 

end Scottish culture, society and Highland life. 

Thankfully the act was repelled in 1782, and the 

games began again.  

 

 

 

The revival revved up in 1822 when King George IV 

appeared in Edinburgh decked out in Scottish attire. 

He unknowingly started the trend of popularising and 

wanting all things Scottish in English society. Queen 

Victoria’s attendance at the 1838 Braemar Games is 

credited with the popularity growth of games and 

which has led to their becoming Scotland’s largest 

export. 

As the games evolved, they became less about brute 

strength and more of a way for a chieftain’s 

household to be filled. Musicians and dancers were 

sought to bring entertainment into a Laird’s court, 

along with the men who proved their abilities in the 

heavy events. Those chosen by a chieftain brought 

prestige and honour to their clan. 

Today they still do but differently. In 2013 the Scottish 

Highland Games Association made it official: all 

competitors in Open Heavy Events must wear a kilt. 

What clan member doesn’t feel a sense of intense 

pride when they see clan colours on the field? Today 

there’s hardly a corner of the world that does not 

have a Highland Games event or some tie to 

Caledonia… 

As time moved on, the games changed somewhat. 

What started out as one-day festivals have grown to 

events that may last several days and draw 

competitors from all over. While you may not see 

wellie flinging and haggis tossing at all events, there is 

a core set that the games can’t be called Highland 

Games if most of them are not offered. This core is 

made up of Weight Toss for Distance and for Height, 

Stone Put, Sheaf Toss, Hammer Throw, Tug-O-War, 

and the favourite Caber Toss.  
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Sheaf Toss: A sheaf today is a bag made from plastic 

or burlap and stuffed with hay, straw, wheat, mulch, 

or chopped rope. The pitchfork used to throw it must 

have at least two prongs. Three attempts are made 

with the highest cleanest toss winning the event. 

Stone Put: There are two types of Stone Put events. 

The Braemar Stone Put requires the stone weigh 

between 20 and 26 pounds for men and between 13 

to 18 pounds for women. Both men and women must 

stand in a stationary position to throw or thrust. 

The Open Stone Put allows all contestants to either 

spin or glide within a circle before throwing or 

thrusting their stone. Stones must weigh between 16 

to 22 pounds for men and 8 to 12 pounds for women. 

 
Hammer Toss: The Hammer Toss reaches back to 

when King Edward made it illegal for Scots to own 

weapons. As it was not considered to be a weapon, 

Scots were allowed to have one. It only became lethal 

when wielded by an angry Celt. In the games, 

however, a real hammer isn’t thrown but a heavy 

metal ball attached to a 4x2 pole. The standard weight 

for the hammer is 22 lbs for men and 16 lbs for 

women. Contestants swing the hammer over their 

head and throw it as far as possible. 

 
 

Caber Toss: This is the ultimate way to test a person’s 

control, balance, technique, and sheer strength. The 

Caber is usually sized between fifteen to twenty-two 

feet in length and weighs anywhere from one 

hundred to one hundred eighty pounds. The wide 

variance has to do with the caber being a tree trunk, 

and tree trunks don’t come in standard sizes. 

Contestants lift the caber vertically. One end has been 

whittled down to make it easier for someone to cup it 

in their hands. It is then balanced against the body. 

When ready the thrower runs forward a short 

distance and with their upper body strength tosses 

the trunk into the air. The goal of the thrower is to 

send the trunk falling end over end in line with the 

direction they were running. A toss is judged on the 

position in which the caber lands in front of the 

contestant. A perfect toss will land directly in front 

pointing to the number twelve on a clock face with 

the thrower standing on number 6. 
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Tug-O-War: This game has been around since ancient 

Greece. It’s a simple game where two sides battle for 

dominance. For the games, each team must consist of 

eight strong, burly men (sometimes five are allowed), 

a length of rope and a team coach. The winning team 

drags their opposition across a line measured twelve 

to thirteen feet from the center of the rope. The best 

two out of three winners go to the next round of play. 

Tournaments often are arranged in a round robin 

style of play. The roots of the Scottish culture go deep. 

Those who share this Celtic blood with ties to Clan 

Donald are fortunate to be able to gather each year at 

games throughout the US (and NZ). This year make it 

a point to visit as many games as possible and 

consider going outside your region to meet other Clan 

members and cheer for those on the field wearing our 

colours.  

Let the Games begin! 

At Highland Games there is usually a clan tent village 

with information about the various clans. These are 

popular with people keen to find out about their 

personal Scottish ancestry and heritage.  To this end 

Clan Donald USA have put together Tent Etiquette; so 

for those of you manning tents – herewith: 

TENT ETIQUETTE  CLAN DONALD USA 

 Make the front of the tent open and inviting. 

  SMILE. 

 Be courteous and helpful. 

 Try not to insert yourself into, or interrupt, 

    someone else’s conversation unless you are asked  

    or invited, or it is absolutely necessary. Good  

    manners are noticed, and appreciated. 

 Be positive and respectful to visitors, as well as to    

    other tent workers. Visitors will remember how   

    they were treated, and will observe how we treat  

    each other. 

 People may ask questions about something for   

    which you are unfamiliar and don’t have an answer;   

    IT IS OK NOT TO KNOW. Simply ask for assistance. 

 Make good eye contact with the person(s) to whom   

    you are conversing. People want to feel that they  

    are the focus of your time and attention. 

 Be aware of personal space; remember that some  

    individuals don’t like an “in your face” approach,   

    don’t like the crowding that can occur in a tent, so  

    take your cues for where to have/direct your  

    conversations. 

 Avoid racist and impolite comments. You never 

know who is passing by, visiting your tent, or    

listening to your conversation. 

 Remember that ‘Please’, ‘Thank you’ and ‘I’m sorry’ 

go a long way. 

 If you have name badges, wear them. Help new 

members, visitors and new tent workers put a face 

with a name. 

 Introduce new members to other clan workers in 

the tent. Make new members genuinely feel 

welcome and that you are happy that they have 

joined Clan Donald. 

 Invite new members to come back and walk in the 

Parade of Tartans, and join us in the social tent. 

 Many individuals with Scottish roots have more than 

one clan in their family heritage; though they may 

choose to identify with a number of clans, people 

will generally join the one that they can identify 

with the most, is the most helpful, welcoming, and 

to which they genuinely feel to be part of a family. 

Let’s make them want to be part of Clan Donald.    

 

 
 
Obituary: Jim Mcdonald 
James Alexander (Jim) McDonald of Savannah, 

Georgia. 

Bill McDonald of Clan 

Donald USA notified us 

that “an end of an era 

occurred on July 5th, 2019 

around 10am, when Jim 

McDonald passed away 

peacefully at home”.  

Fois do d'anam -- peace 

to thy soul. 
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Upcoming events 2o19/2020: 
Clan Donald Auckland 
Saturday 12 October: Luncheon & Movie at Ryders, 
Avondale. Roast luncheon to be followed by movie 'Mrs 
Brown' featuring Dame Judi Dench as Queen Victoria, and 
Billy Connelly as Mr Brown. Tickets from our treasurer. 

Sunday 3 November: Genealogy afternoon. 
A genealogy session with assistance from the Scottish 
Interest Group at Family Research Centre in Panmure. 
Further details from Barrie Paterson. 

Saturday 23 November: Auckland Highland Games 
Ellerslie Event Centre. The Clan Donald pavilion will be set 
up for hospitality and new member recruitment. Let’s have 
a good gathering of Clan Society members. Entry is free and 
you are assured of a good day out. 

Sunday 8 December: Pre-Christmas Clan Donald Luncheon, 
Highlander Bar, Northcote Tavern. Enjoy a Sunday roast 
and other offerings. Pay as you go; bookings not necessary. 
Please wear some tartan. The Signals Band will entertain in 
the garden bar. 

 Wednesday 1 January 2020: Waipu Highland Games. The 
Clan Donald pavilion will be set up in the Avenue of Clans to 
provide hospitality and information. 

Saturday 2 May 2020: Clan Donald Auckland, Annual 
Dinner. This is a Must Event for all our members.  

Clan Donald Otago 

Sunday 6
th

 October . 12.30pm. Clan Luncheon. The 
Rope & Twine, King Edward Street, South Dunedin.  

Otago Scottish Heritage Council: 

15th September: Caledonian Society annual dinner “spring 
fling”, Edgar Centre   

September 27/28: Heritage event. Details to be provided 
later by Ann Barsby.  

 November 24th: Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan.  

 November 30th: St Andrew’s Day, in the Octagon. 

Clan Donald Canterbury 

Thursday 19 to Sunday 22 September. Clan Trip to Twizel. 
The town of Twizel is situated in the beautiful Mckenzie 
Basin and is ideally situated for visits to Mount Cook, 
Tekapo, High Country Salmon farm etc. For those who have 
yet to book and wish to join us, you need to book promptly. 
RSVP margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz 

Sunday 3 November 12.00 pm. Clan Donald Canterbury 
Meeting. Forfar Courts Community Hall, 95 Forfar Street, 
St Albans. BYO lunch at 12.00 pm. Meeting starts 1.00 pm. 

Saturday 9 November 9.00 am – 4.00 pm. Hororata 
Highland Games, Hororata Domain. Clan Donald will again 
be present in Clan Lane to assist visitors wishing to find out 
more about their Scottish ancestry. 

Sunday 24th November.  Kirkin o’ Tartan (Canterbury 
Scottish Heritage Council). St Andrews Chapel. St Andrews 
College, Normans Road, Strowan. Join the Scottish 

Heritage Council in the College Chapel for this annual event. 

 Saturday 14th December. 2.00pm. Christmas Afternoon 
Tea.  Venue to be advised. $10.00 per person. BYO. Wear 
your Christmas hat and bring a $5.00 gift. 

International: 
2 – 12

th
 October 2020: Australasian Clan Donald Forum. 

Perth, Western Australia. Contact: Pam McDonald at 
culloden@aapt.net.au.  In 2012 the Forum will be held in 
New Zealand. 

 
The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New 

Zealand Incorporated 
PRESIDENT/SECRETARY: Christine Martin, Canterbury     
VICE PRESIDENT: Roz McKechnie. Otago 
TREASURER: Patricia McKechnie, Wellington 
GENEALOGIST: Heather MacDonald Higgins, Auckland 

AUCKLAND 

PRESIDENT: Barrie Paterson     SECRETARY: Tom McDonald 
Address all correspondence to: Clan Donald Auckland Inc., 
P.O. Box 96-234, Balmoral, Auckland, 1342. 

HAWKES BAY 

PRESIDENT: David McDonald     SECRETARY:  Jill Macdonald 

WELLINGTON 

PRESIDENT:   David Moore      SECRETARY: Patricia McKechnie 

CANTERBURY 

PRESIDENT:  Ann Smith   SECRETARY: Margaret Donald 

OTAGO 

PRESIDENT:  Susan Schweigman   SECRETARY:  Cliff Lockhead 

SOUTHLAND 

PRESIDENT:  Alton McDonald    SECRETARY: Marilyn Hayes 

HIGH COMMISSIONER  for CLAN DONALD NZ 

Alan MacDonald, Canterbury 

FINLAGGAN COUNCILLOR 

Bill McDonald, Otago 

NORTH ISLAND COMMISSIONER 

Tom McDonald, Auckland 

SOUTH ISLAND COMMISSIONER 

Elwyn Martin, Canterbury 

CLAN DONALD LANDS TRUST 

Christine Martin, Canterbury 

CDNZ WEBSITE WEB MASTER 

Bruce McGechan, Auckland 

CDNZ NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Roz McKechnie, Otago 

 
Disclaimer:  The contents come from a wide variety of 
sources and whilst every effort is made to check details 
these cannot be guaranteed. 
 
Next Issue:  December 2019;  articles  by 30

th
 November 

please.

mailto:margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz
mailto:culloden@aapt.net.au
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