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MACDONALD. MACDONALD OF SLEAT. MACDONALD OF CLANRANALD. MACDONELL OF GLENGARRY. 

THE EARL OF ANTRIM.

From the Editor:    

Well, the New Year has been and gone and I can’t 
believe that we are at the end of April already.  The 
summer has been kind to us and so far autumn has 
been good too.  This newsletter has been delayed a 
little mainly due to lack of time on my side (I now 
have a paid job and a voluntary job, both of which 
keep me well out of trouble, I’ve decided retirement is 
a myth).   
As usual the main contributors to the newsletter have 
been Auckland, Christchurch and Wellington – makes 
me wonder about the other half of the collective. As 
always thank you to the reporters not only for your 
copy but also for the good quality images. 

The involvement of some of the clans in community 
events is impressive and it is interesting to see the 
increased membership as a result.  It just shows the 
importance of ‘getting out there’ and being prepared 
to market what we have to offer in terms of 
developing friendships and providing information. In 
the immortal words of JFK: (with apologies) ‘Ask not 
what your clan can do for you but ask what you can 
do for your clan’.  

While I’m happy to continue producing the newsletter 
I’m disappointed that there is so little input from the 
regions.  Four of the six clans are coming to the AGM; 
in my opinion you can’t complain if you don’t 
contribute. While I recognise attending can be a costly 
exercise, it is an opportunity to gather together; 
celebrate our Scottish Heritage and make plans for 
moving forward. The idea of spreading the AGM 
weekend around the regions was to make it more 
accessible to the regions. 

The feedback on the last newsletter has been much 
appreciated and thank you for your kind words of 
encouragement. 

Roz McKechnie  

April 2019 

2019 February Toiseach Communiqué. 
Council of Finlaggan, 
Dear Colleagues, 
The 13 February is an import event in our traditional 
history of the Great Clan Donald, when our thoughts 
recall that tragic day of the Massacre of MacDonalds 
of Glencoe by solders under the command of Glenlyon 
who ordered the attack under a direction initiated by 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, John Dalrymple of 
Stair.  
At 5am on that winters day with snow falling, the 
attack started with the murder of the Chief followed 
by the slaughter of numerous Clan Donald folk. Those 
who could escaped through the snow along known 
tracks, some along Glen Etive. There will be Clan 
Donald Services and gatherings held worldwide in sad 
memory of this massacre of 1692.  
Clan Donald holds this Memorial mount at Carnoch, 
Glencoe village, in high regard and gives it the respect 
to hold important Clan Donald functions such as the 
Installation  of the Finlaggan Persuivant, in 2005.  

 
The Chiefs pay their respects at the Memorial of the 
Massacre of Glen Coe.  
Yours in Service, 
Malcolm M. McDonald, Esq, OAM, OStJ, FPA 
Toiseach Finlaggan Council, 
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Clan Donald Auckland by Tom McDonald 

Waipu Highland Games 2019  

The Clan Donald Auckland team set up the Pavilion in 
the Caledonian Grounds on New Year’s Eve ready for 
the Games the next day.  Members and supporters 
had dinner at the local hotel before heading to the 
Ceilidh at the Waipu Primary School. At midnight, the 
New Year was piped in beside the Waipu Memorial in 
the Waipu Main Street. 
Dawn on New Year’s day was fine. The crowds started 
to arrive early for the many events, piping, highland 
dancing and the highland heavyweight competition. A 
cooling breeze kept the temperature comfortable for 
the crowd that was estimated to be around 5,000. 
There was an added attraction for the Highland 
heavyweight Competition with Susie Lajoie, the 
Canadian Heavyweight Champion, being allowed to 
compete with the men. The New Zealand Olympic 
Shot Put Champion, Tom Walsh also competed in the 
Heavyweight Competition. 
At 9am the Waipu Pipe Band led the Parade of Clans, 
with the Host Clan MacLeod in the lead, from the 
Waipu Monument to the Caledonian Grounds 

 
Allan MacDonald of Vallay, Chieftain of Clan 
Macdonald of Sleat, was in the Clan Donald Auckland 
Colour Party. 

  
From the left. Allan MacDonald of Vallay, Sergeant at Arms; 
Murdock McDonald; North Island Commissioner, Tom 
McDonald; Auckland President Barrie Paterson. 

  

 
The Waipu Pipe Band playing during the raising of the flags. 
The Clan Donald banner is at the rear. 

  

 
From the left. Tom McDonald (obscured); Geoff Parry 
banner bearer; Allan MacDonald of Vallay; Murdock 
McDonald; Barrie Paterson. 

At 12.30pm the massed bands and clans paraded 
around the arena. This was followed by a massed 
Highland Fling which set the scene for the Official 
Opening. The Clan Donald Pavilion had many 
members and friends calling in for a chat and 
refreshments. 

Murdock 
McDonald  
discussing 
genealogy 
with the 
McKenzies. 

  
 
 

https://clandonald.nz/2019/01/16/waipu-highland-games-2019/
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After a long hot, busy and successful day the clans 
started to pack up around 4pm. Everyone thought it 
was a great Highland Games and a great start to 2019. 
Those with any energy left attended the evening 
Ceilidh in the Caledonian Barn led by the Ceilidh Band 
Twisty Willow. Around two hundred visitors had a 
great time. 

 
Lynnette and Tom McDonald (Obscured) during the Ceilidh. 

We are all looking forward to the Games in 2020 and 
especially 2021, which will be the 150th Waipu 
Highland Games. 

Auckland Pre-Christmas Lunch 2018  

Sunday the 9th of December was a beautiful sunny 
day for the Clan Donald Pre-Christmas lunch. This was 
the 6th year that the lunch has been held at the 
Northcote Tavern, which is well known for its fantastic 
menu including the famous Sunday Roast. 
Around 30 Clan Donald Auckland members and their 
families arrived in the Highlander Bar of the Northcote 
Tavern. This bar has a Scottish decor with tartan 
carpet and shields of the various clans on the walls, 
and swords and pictures from Scotland and has a 
great atmosphere for the lunch. 

 
The Signals Pipe Band playing in the garden of the tavern. 

The gathering was welcomed by the President Barrie 
Paterson, followed by a presentation of a Life 
Membership Certificate, to Eileen Clark. Eileen is a 
long-term member of Clan Donald Auckland, and was 
the organiser for themed luncheons and dinners. She 
is also the hostess for the regular monthly committee 
meetings. 

 
The President Barrie Paterson presenting Eileen Clark with 
her Life Membership Certificate. 

Murdock McDonald also spoke about Eileen’s early 
career as the Drum Major of the Auckland Ladies Pipe 
Band, which also attended the opening of the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge on the 30th of May 1959. 

After such a fantastic lunch and presentation, 
members spent the rest of the afternoon chatting 
over a few drinks. 

Sausage Sizzle – Bunnings Mt Roskill  

Clan Donald Auckland has initiated a programme for 
funding to cover the cost for equipment and 
scholarships. 
The first of these funding events took place on 
Saturday the 1st of December at Bunnings Warehouse 
in Mt Roskill. Bunnings have a policy of supporting 
charitable organisations in their fund raising, and in 
particular allowing organisations to have a Sausage 
Sizzle near the entrance to their stores. Bunnings 
provide the barbecue, gas and tables. Organisations 
provide the sausages, sliced bread, sauces and onions. 
This event was to cover the cost of the sign-writing on 
the trailer. The trailer is used to transport the pavilion 
and other equipment to the various Highland Games. 
Clan Donald was on site from 8.00am till 4.00pm. The 
Clan Members, led by the President Barrie Paterson 
and his wife Annette were Geoff Parry, Trevor Pollard, 
Murdock McDonald, Alan and Mary Bray, and Tom 
and Lynnette McDonald. 

https://clandonald.nz/2018/12/17/auckland-pre-christmas-lunch-2018/
https://clandonald.nz/2018/12/17/sausage-sizzle/
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Andrew Wilkie did a sterling effort as pied piper for 
the whole day, taking a five minute rest periodically to 
catch his breath. 
400 sausages were cooked and sold for a very 
worthwhile profit. Further Sausage Sizzles are 
planned, and the next is likely to be at Bunnings on 
the North Shore in Auckland. The earnings will then be 
targeted at providing scholarships. 

 
From Left: Andrew Wilkie; Tom McDonald; Lynnette 
McDonald; Annette Paterson; Murdock McDonald; Trevor 
Pollard; Barrie Paterson. 

Annual General Meeting 

For the 2019 AGM Auckland members met at a new 
venue, the Point Chevalier RSA. As a surprise we were 
joined by Christine Martin, President of Clan Donald 
New Zealand, and Elwyn Martin who is South Island 
Commissioner for the Clan. The committee loses 
Heather Higgins who has retired from the committee 
but continues as Genealogist. We have two new 
committee members; Laurie Mathews and Jim 
Murdoch. President, Barrie Paterson gave a 
comprehensive report which shows that Auckland 
initiated or participated in 27 events throughout the 
2018 calendar year; up from 20 the previous year. It is 
intended that we will host a Ceilidh at the RSA as a 
way of thanking the RSA for providing hospitality for 
Saturday's meeting. After a light, shared luncheon, the 
new committee met for the first time in the early 
afternoon. 

Andrew Wilkie and Christine Martin (new members of the Clan 
Donald Lands Trust from 2019). 

 

Left to right - Laurie Mathews (new committee member), 
Geoff Parry (Treasurer), Heather Higgins (Genealogist) and 
Eileen Clark (elected a Life Member in December 2018). 

 
Jim Murdoch (new Vice President) and Elwyn Martin. 

Clan Donald wellington by Patricia 
McKechnie. 

Pipes in the park 2019 

Clan Donald visited Wellington’s own Pipes in the Park 

on Saturday 9th of February at Waitangi Park on the 

waterfront (next to Te Papa).  

 

 

The event was billed as “Wellington’s very own 

Highland Games! Pipe Band competition, Highland 

Dancing, Clans, Castles (of the bouncy kind) and craft 

markets. A fun family day out!” Judging by the 

number of people enjoying the entertainment the day 

was indeed that.  
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From Left: David Moore, John McKechnie, Lindsay 

Campbell. 

We were greeted on arrival by Lindsay Campbell who 

showed us around and explained the set up. We plan 

to take part in this event next year.  It is very well run 

and the Clan tents were provided so no need to drag 

around all the heavy gear. 

 

We had a great day out and really enjoyed the 

activities and vising the Clans.  We were entertained 

during the lunch break by the Scottish Country 

Dancers. 

 Toe tapping stuff to eat our lunch by.   

The weather was perfect and I would recommend that 

Clans folk come and join this gathering next year.  

 

Pipe Band competitors.  

 

Even the cones got in on 

the Scottish theme! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
  

Clan Donald Canterbury by Alan 

MacDonald 

Christmas afternoon tea. 15th Dec 2018   

 

It’s nice to do different things so this year our 

Christmas celebration was an afternoon tea at the 

home of Christine and Elwyn Martin. We borrowed 

the Heritage Council tent which in the heat of the day 

was a blessing. We set a cost of $10 per person plus a 

$5 gift and BYO. No one went home hungry and most 

took home goodies. It was a fabulous afternoon with a 

putting competition with the chance to win a $5 note, 

prizes for best hats and Adrienne Pamment had 

organised several quizzes. Christine made a cake 

which was cut by our oldest member, Stan Jelley and 

youngest (and new member) Lauren Huck. Many 

thanks to all of you who made the afternoon such fun 

and especially Adrienne for the quizzes, Christine for 

the cake and Elwyn and Christine for acting as hosts. 

 

Stan Jelley and Lauren Huck cut the cake. 

Beryl Duncan tries her hand at putting while watched by 

Margaret Donald, Lauren Huck and Christine Martin. 

Adrienne Pamment (standing on far right) conducts one of 

her quizzes. 

 

Clan members enjoying the sunshine, entertainment 

and friendship. 

Burns Supper. 

Fifteen members of the Clan attended the Burns 

Supper hosted by the Scottish Society on the 26th 

January.The evening commenced at 7pm with the 

piping in of the Chief of the Scottish Society (Clan 

Donald member Gordon McIvor) and guests. The rest 

of the evening followed a typical Burns night 

programme. The Immortal Memory by Helen McCaul 

was simply outstanding. She was a great speaker and 

had obviously put time and thought into her 

presentation. The food, highland dancers and address 

to the haggis made for a most pleasant evening along 

with the good company of our fellow Clan Members. 
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 From left: Clan Donald members, Heather Bastida, 

Joyce and David McFerran 

Clan Donald Canterbury 2019 AGM  

Clan Donald Canterbury held their 2019 AGM on 

Sunday 10 February at 4.00 pm. Our AGM is always 

held on a Sunday near the Glencoe Massacre 

anniversary (13th February). This year we remembered 

the occasion with piping by Ann Smith and members 

had a small dram for the toast to Glencoe. 

We had a good attendance at the meeting with 20 

members present. Our President Ann Smith and 

Secretary/Treasurer Margaret Donald were 

reappointed for a further term.  There has been one 

change on the committee with Adrienne Pamment 

not being available this year due to her work 

commitments. New committee member is Sally 

Wihone.  

Our regular Branch Meeting followed the AGM and 

we reviewed the proposed list of events for the year. 

These will now be finalised by the committee. 

Members enjoyed a pot luck meal and socialising after 

the meeting. The day was made special as we were 

able to celebrate Alison and Irvine Kinraid’s  60th 

wedding anniversary. 

 

 

 

Alison Kinraid and Ann Smith 

 

Clan members enjoying their pot luck dinner after the 

meeting. 

Clan Donald otago by Roz McKechnie 

CLAN DONALD OTAGO AGM 

Ten members of Clan Donald Otago gathered at the 

Anderson’s Bay Bowling Club for the AGM on Sunday 

14th of April followed by afternoon tea.  We were 

joined by Elwyn Martin from Christchurch in his 

capacity as South Island Commissioner.   

Four Committee members were no longer available 
for service and the new committee consists of 
President: Susan Schweigman, Secretary Cliff 
Lockhead, Ingrid Schweigman. Bill McDonald 
continues as Treasurer and Margaret Dyett as 
Immediate Past President. 

 

Clan Donald hawkes bay 

Nothing received this time 

 

Clan Donald southland 

Nothing received this time 
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The way we were The History of Piping in the 

South Island dating from my earliest competition 

days, by Dan McKechnie, Dec 1953. 

Standing at the corner or Dowling and Princes Streets 
at 9.30 am on the morning of January 1st, 1886, we 
cast our eyes Southwards and see a large procession 
of vehicles laden with country folk, wending their way 
toward the city.  Looking Northward, we see the same 
thing.  In these processions there’re all kinds of 
vehicles, buggies, wagonettes, station wagons, and 
even drays, all carrying their quota of passengers. 
Looking down Dowling St, one could see the old 
station in those days, and the same thing was 
happening there, hundreds of people arriving by train 
from both North and South.   

The reason of this large influx of people to the city is, 
that it is the first of a three days Highland Gathering 
promoted by the Caledonian Society  of Otago at their 
sports ground adjoining the Andersons Bay road, 
which has always been known as ‘The Cale’ . As we 
wend our way there, on approaching the ground, we 
hear the skirl of the Pipes, as the competitors see to 
the tuning of their pipes, prior to the Competitions 
taking place.  As we pass through the gate we manage 
to push our way through a great crowd of people and 
get within the vicinity of the grandstand.  There we 
notice that all the open spaces underneath the stand 
have been converted into hotel bars run by the 
Proprietors of different city hotels.  

After a good look around, we decide to go over to the 
competing platform and look up the piping 
competitors who are to compete in the various piping 
contests. First of all there is James McDonald, big 
Jimmie we used to call him, as he was very tall and 
built in proportion, a very fine specimen of a 
Highlander, who showed the kilt off to the best 
advantage. Jimmie was a very fine all round piper, 
excelling chiefly in Piobairachd and Marches.  

Then there is David Campbell, a much smaller man 
but also a very fine player, perhaps excelling in 
Strathspeys and Reels. These two I would say were 
really the fathers of Piping in this part of the country,  
as it was descendants of their tuition that were 
destined to carry on piping for future generations.  
Davie Gray was another very fine March player and 
also one who knew how a kilt should be worn, Davie 
looked well marching on the board. Bob Adair was 
another who showed the kilt to advantage and a very 
fine March player.  Bob was a military man and served 
in Egypt as a Pipe Sergeant in the 79th Highlanders. Bill 
Urquhart was a very nice Strathspey and Reel player, 
and was the first piper for the N.Z. Gaelic Society in 
Dunedin, a very nice player to dance to. Dan Bruce 

was another quite nice player and a regular 
competitor at the games.  Duncan Cameron was 
another fine player, younger than the others and a 
pupil of Jimmie McDonald, and also had tuition from 
Dave Campbell. Duncan and his brothers (four of 
them), were destined later to make pipe history in 
N.Z.   

Then there was Duncan McColl from Saddle Hill, much 
older than the foregoing players and who competed 
many years before this date, and was always a regular 
competitor.  Then follows others who, perhaps not in 
the first fight, were always welcome competitors at 
the Gatherings, in the persons of Alex Gray, who was 
the first Pipe Major of the Dunedin Highland Pipe 
Band.  John McKay, the Murray Bros, Jim and Jack, 
and Jack McLellan, these three with Bob Adair, were 
the four who composed the Dunedin Highland Rifle 
Band at its formation, Bob Adair, being the Pipe 
Major.  

 

From L: Band Sup J Ogg, J. McKechnie, J. McKenzie, J. Murray, D. 
McKechnie 

John McKechnie was another of the old school of 
piping, and although not a strong competition player, 
was a very fine dance player and did most of the 
playing for dancers for many years at the Caledonian 
Gatherings.  He was also for many years Pipe Major of 
the Dunedin Highland Rifles Band, and Piper to the 
Gaelic Society in Dunedin for a number of years.   

Dunedin Highland Rifles, Officers & NCOs, 1892; Pipers J. Lothian 
(L) and D. McKechnie (R). 
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Then followed what might be called the next 
generation of pipers who were taught by most of the 
fore-going pipers.  Kenneth Cameron, a very nice 
player and a capable judge for many years, Alex 
Cameron, one of the well-known Cameron family of 
pipers, Alec Duncan taught by Jimmie McDonald, and 
a noted prize winner at the games, Bob Thomson of 
Oamaru, Charlie McGlashen, the McKechnie brothers, 
John and Dan, sons of the aforementioned John 
McKechnie, Alex Murray, a younger brother of Jim 
and Jack Murray, Donald MacArthur from Port 
Chalmers  and although not a very keen competitor 
had a wonderful knowledge of piping and taught 
many fine players, Murdo Watson from Southland, 
Sam Chothier of Christchurch and later Pipe Major of 
the Hamilton Pipe Band, Joe Wade also of 
Christchurch, a regular competitor at Dunedin, Jack 
and Albert Cooper of Waimate, Alex Dickson of 
Southland also a regular competitor at Dunedin and 
Donald Cameron of the well-known Cameron family.  
All of the foregoing were at some time or other, well 
on the prize list at the various gatherings.   

There follows what might be termed the 3rd 
generation of pipers, mostly pupils of the 2nd 
generation.  Alan Stait a very nice player, Millie and 
Jack Cameron of the noted Cameron family, both 
good players, The McIntyre Bros, Jack and Albert, the 
Allen Brothers, George Robertson, all from South 
Canterbury and all nice players, Dan and Hughie 
Mcdonald, Bob Blarke, Norman Stratton, Les McKillop, 
Rod McKenzie, Alex Ross, Peter Davidson, Neil Munro, 
Cuth Selby from Southland and from dear old Scotland 
Angus and Archie McMillan, all of whom were in the 
first flight of piping, particularly would I say so in the 
case of the McMillan Brothers who have done so 
much to foster piping.  I may say here that in the 3rd 
generation of pipers, I have omitted to mention the 
name of Bob McKechnie, a younger brother of John 

and Dan McKechnie and a very fine player, and well in 
the first flight of piper.  

Now we come to the present generation of pipers of 
whom there are a large number, too numerous to 
mention here, but of whom I can speak in highest 
praise, as very fine exponents of our national 
instrument.  I think I am quite safe in saying, that 
there are more, what might be termed A. Grade 
players, in New Zealand today, than ever before in the 
history of piping in this country.  

I would like to mention here, that we have a 
Piobairachd Society here in Dunedin, that is a very fine 
training ground for our young pipers and I am sure it 
has been and will be of great benefit to them in the 
future.  I feel I cannot conclude this history without 
the mention of two great players who to my mind 
have been the main factor in the improvement of 
piping in New Zealand. I refer to the late James A 
Center from Edinburgh, and the late George Yardley 
from Ambuslang Scotland.  

 Jimmie Center arrived 
in N.Z. late in 1905, 
and I had the honour 
of competing against 
him at the 1906 
Christchurch Exhibition 
and also at Wanganui 
in 1907.  I learned a 
great deal from him 
and thereby improved 
my playing to a great 
extent. Center was a 
Gold Medalist at both 
Oban and Inverness.  
George Yardley was 
also a gold medalist at 
Oban.  He arrived in 
N.Z. in the early 
1920’s, settled in 
Dunedin, and taught 
many pupils who 
developed into A 
Grade players.  

It may be that I have 
omitted some name or 
other, as this has been 
written from memory 
but I think I have 
covered most of the 
ground as far as 
competitive piping is 
concerned.   

Dan McKechnie c1907 
L-R: Archie MacMillan, Angus MacMillan, ? Munro, Charlie 

Walker, Les McKillop. Date unknown 
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Obituary: 

It is with great sadness and respect that we advise the 
passing of Brundage MacDonald on 21st March aged 
97. Known affectionately as Brundage, he was born at 
Hardwood Hill Pictou County, son of the late Kenneth 
John MacDonald and Lily Belle Grant and husband 
to Ella Elizabeth Naugler of Trenton 

Brundage was a dignified gentleman and devoted 
family man with total commitment to the great Clan 
Donald which he organised in Nova Scotia and 
fostered in Canada and is remembered for his 
leadership by many members of the Clan today. He is 
a direct descendant of Donald MacDonald of Glencoe, 
Scotland, who came to Pictou in 1802 on the Aurora. 

He lived life to the full and approached every task 
with anticipation and integrity infusing his passion to 
all involved. From 1942 to 1945 he served in the 
Canadian Army in Holland and Belgium, when he was 
wounded in action. After the war he worked as a 
carpenter for the former Fraser, Mason & Fraser Ltd., 
until 1951 when he went to work with Robert Higgins 
Construction Company Ltd., in Trenton as 
Superintendent until retirement in 1984.  
The accomplishments of our past friend and mentor 
were many: 
 an elder of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (The 

Kirk), New Glasgow, NS, 
 the longest member and P Master of Western Star 

Masonic Lodge No. 50 in Westville 
 In 1983, Brundage had joined the Clan Donald 

Society of Pictou County. 
 1990-1991 he was the Commissioner of Clan 

Donald Nova Scotia. One of the major 
accomplishments of Clan Donald at that time was 
to erect the magnificent Clan Donald Monument 
of polished black granite at Pictou in 1992. 

 High Commissioner for Clan Donald Canada. 
 When Brundage MacDonald retired as High 

Commissioner of Clan Donald Canada, the 
membership in that organization stood at a record 
high of over 800 persons. 2004, the Federation of 
Scottish Clans in Nova Scotia recognised 
Brundage  his  contribution to Scottish culture in 
Nova Scotia as the first recipient of their "Scot of 
the Year" award. 

 2010 Achievement Award of the Clan Donald 
Society of Nova Scotia. 

Brundage was ably supported throughout his married 
life in all his endeavours by his late wife,  Ella Elizabeth 
Naugler. 
Our condolences to son Gordon (Veronica), New 
Glasgow, daughter Karen (Cornelius Mouris), 
Moncton, and to the Grandchildren and families. 
Malcolm McDonald, Toiseach Finlaggan Council. 

From L: Brundage, 

Lachie, Alistair & Colin 

MacDonald. (The Press & 

Journal News, August 3, 

2009). 

 

 

 

Book reviews: 
A Distant Field by R.J. MacDonald 

Brothers Stuart and Ross 
McReynolds struggle for 
their lives as the RMS 
Lusitania rapidly sinks and 
survive thanks to four young 
Irishmen who row to their 
rescue. They join the 
Seaforth Highlanders, the 
remotest of the Scottish 
Regiments.  On the way 
Stuart falls deeply in love 
with Nell, who lives in a 
small coastal fishing village 

on the east coast of Scotland.  The men set off for 
France only to become ensnared in the Quintinshill 
Disaster, the worst train crash in British history, which 
kills or wounds hundreds of Scottish soldiers.  After 
recuperating they receive new orders to sail for 
Gallipoli, where they meet Sunny Jim, an Aussie 
serving with the NZ Mounted Rifles. A Distant Field is 
available on Amazon and Kindle. 

Waireka by Sheila Donald 
While the story is fictional, 
the author has drawn on 
research from a non-fiction 
book written by a distant 
relative in New Zealand, as 
well as her own research 
and visit to New Zealand. It 
is based on the story of her 
great uncle, James Donald 
who left Scotland and 
emigrated to New Zealand in 
the 1850s.  Waireka is 
available on Amazon. 
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Upcoming events 2o19

Clan Donald Auckland: 
Annual Dinner 
The annual dinner will be at Quality Hotel, 20 Gladstone Road 
Parnell 6 pm for 6.30 pm on Saturday 11 May. There will be a 
four course dinner. Guest speaker is being finalised and looks 
to be the author of a book on a notable naval hero with the 
MacDonald name. Tickets at $65 each may be obtained from 
Geoff Parry geoffparry357@gmail.com  

Ceilidh – Several groups hold these regularly, look out for the 
advertisements. 

International: 
Armadale Castle Gardens & Museum will host its first ever 
Gaelic Arts week in June. The programme will celebrate the 
Gaelic traditional arts and highlight their place in Clan Donald 
history. See Armadale’s website for details 
www.armaqdalecastle.com. 
 
Tercentenary of the Battle of Glenshiel; 7-9 June. The 
gathering is based largely in Inverness with a visit to the battle 
site and to nearly Eilean Donan Castle where Clan Macrae is 
planning an international gathering. This will include a tour of 
the Culloden Battlefield, with a talk on recent evidence tht 
throws new light on the scale and events of the battle; battle 
re-enactment; inter-clan games and dinner. Details on Clan 
Donald website and Facebook, contact@clandonald.org. 
Booking is essential.  

Clan Donald Canterbury:  

Sunday 12 May 12.00 pm. 
Clan Donald Canterbury Meeting. 
Forfar Courts Community Hall, 95 Forfar Street, St Albans. 
BYO lunch at 12.00 pm. Meeting starts 1.00 pm. 
Afternoon tea with our new members will follow the meeting. 
 
Sunday 7 July  
Tartan Day Lunch (Canterbury Scottish Heritage Council). 
Details to be advised 
 
Sunday 4 August 12.00 pm. 
Clan Donald Canterbury Meeting. 
Forfar Courts Community Hall, 95 Forfar Street, St Albans. 
BYO lunch at 12.00 pm. Meeting starts 1.00 pm. 
 
Thursday 19 to Sunday 22 September. 
Clan Trip to Twizel. 
The town of Twizel (pop 1,200) situated in the beautiful 
Mckenzie Basin will be the base and is ideally situated for visits 
to Mount Cook, Tekapo, High Country Salmon farm etc. For 
those who have yet to book and wish to join us, you need to 
book promptly. RSVP to margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz 
 
 

 

mailto:geoffparry357@gmail.com
http://www.armaqdalecastle.com/
mailto:margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz
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The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated 
PRESIDENT                    VICE PRESIDENT  SECRETARY/TREASURER  GENEALOGIST 
Christine Martin       Roz McKechnie  Patricia McKechnie   Heather MacDonald Higgins 
Canterbury       Otago   Wellington   Ph: (09) 627 2323  
Ph: (03) 342 8715       Ph: 021 174 7638  E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz 
E: elmart@outlook.co.nz      E: roz.mckechnie@xtra.co.nz  
       

AUCKLAND 
 

HAWKES BAY WELLINGTON 

PRESIDENT 
Barrie Paterson 
Ph: (09) 6206721 
E: barrieannette@gmail.com 

SECRETARY 
Tom McDonald 
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239 
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz 

Address all correspondence to: Clan 
Donald Auckland Inc., P.O. Box 96-234, 
Balmoral, Auckland, 1342. 

PRESIDENT 
David McDonald 
Ph: (06) 877 7730 
E: david@macdonaldbrummer.co.nz 

SECRETARY 
Jill Macdonald 
E: houseofmacdonald@xtra.co.nz 

PRESIDENT 
David Moore 
Ph: 021 058 6656 
E: davidmoore@xtra.co.nz 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Patricia McKechnie 
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz 
 

CANTERBURY 
 

OTAGO SOUTHLAND 

PRESIDENT 
Ann Smith 
Ph: (03) 349 5517 
E: Annandpete52@gmail.com 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Margaret Donald 
Ph: (03) 331 6102 
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz 
 

PATRON 
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry 

PRESIDENT 
Susan Schweigman 
E: Peter.schweigman@xtra.co.nz 
 
SECRETARY 
Cliff Lockhead 
E: clifflockhead@gmail.com  
  

PRESIDENT 
Alton McDonald 
Ph: (03) 217 5608 

E: Alton.mcdonald.am@gmail.com  

SECRETARY 
Elma McDonald 
Ph: (03) 216 1560 

CLAN DONALD LANDS TRUST 
Christine Martin 
elmart@outlook.co.nz  
 

CDNZ WEBSITE WEB MASTER 
Bruce McGechan 
E: mcgechan@xtra.co.nz 

CDNZ NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Roz McKechnie 
E: roz.mckechnie@xtra.co.nz  

CD WARRANT HOLDERS 
 

NEW ZEALAND 

HIGH COMMISSIONER  for 
CLAN DONALD NZ 

FINLAGGAN COUNSELLOR NORTH ISLAND 
COMMISSIONER 

SOUTH ISLAND 
COMMISSIONER 

Alan MacDonald 
Ph: (03) 3560588 
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz 

Bill McDonald 
Ph: (03) 417 8413 
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz 

Tom McDonald 
PH: (09) 238 8580 or  
(09) 536 6239 
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz 

Elwyn Martin 
Ph: (03) 342 8715 
E: elmart@outlook.co.nz  

 

Disclaimer 

The contents of this newsletter come from a wide variety of sources and 

whilst every effort is made to check details these cannot be guaranteed. 

Next issue: 

Due out in August – copy to roz.mckechnie@xtra.co.nz by the end of July 

please.  
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