MACDONALD. MACDONALD OF SLEAT. MACDONALD OF CLANRANALD. MACDONELL OF GLENGARRY.
THE EARL OF ANTRIM.

From the Editor:
Firstly thank you for the positive feedback I have had
about the previous newsletter, it’s always good to get
encouragement. Thanks also to those who pointed
out the errors so my apologies for these.
In response to the query about whether this is a
Newsletter or a Magazine, Carol McMurdo-Audsley
from Australia replied. Carol is an author and also
editor of Scots News Magazine: “You are right in
saying it is a newsletter and not a magazine. A
magazine is usually, but not always, an independent
publication available to the general public, whereas a
newsletter is always attached to an organisation with
members who need to be kept up to date with news
and events”.
The Newsletter was the main topic of discussion
following a very convivial and enjoyable dinner at the
Martins in Christchurch on November 10th;
particularly the funding and distribution of same. I had
had my doubts about the usefulness of it as we do
have the web site however have conceded that
indeed it is a useful tool and I want to reassure
everybody that it will NOT be a copy of what is on the
web site. Of course there will be some cross-over
with items of news and photographs which will be
unavoidable; however my vision for the Newsletter is
that it includes information and articles that are not
on the site. In order to meet this goal, any
contributions are welcome, even if it’s just to report
on your Annual Meeting or Christmas function.

december 2018
As usual getting copy for this edition was like pulling
teeth with the main contributors being Canterbury
and Auckland along with some input from Wellington
this time. Thank you all. It would be fantastic to get
some news from elsewhere in the country.
The
winter is over now, no need for hibernation.
The next edition is due out in March so contributions
would be greatly appreciated – stories of travels,
talks, events, pictures, family history all welcome. The
deadline for copy is the 28th of February, 2019.
No doubt your thoughts are turning to preparations
for the coming holiday season.
For many it will be a joyous time being reunited with
friends and family. For others it won’t necessarily be
so with missing loved ones around the table who will
always be with us in spirit and so we raise a toast to
them and to our brave ancestors who risked all in the
pursuit of peace in the face of conflict and in their
journeys to new lands.

Merry Christmas and may the New Year bring
you all that you would wish for.
Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr
Roz McKechnie

The main concern is about funding for printing so
rather than printing a whole lot and hoping for the
best and having the extras sitting at someone’s house
(probably mine!) which won’t be any use to anyone,
we are asking that each of the secretaries let us know
how many they want based on their membership plus
any extras for their stalls and we will print accordingly.
See the President’s report for further information.
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President’s rePort
I was lucky enough with my work commitments to be
able to attend the Hororata Highland Games. The
weather was not looking great on the Friday but
Saturday dawned a lovely sunny day. Clan Donald was
represented this year again having shifted location. I
believe it was a better site and allowed more
communication with the public. It was great to see the
Australasian Forum playing a part in the setup of the
stall. Canterbury was fortunate enough to get a few
more members.

The day was pleasantly warm, with only a light breeze
and enough cloud cover to ensure that skin was not
burned. The forecast occasional shower came to
nothing but a few tiny isolated spits.
Murdock McDonald had arrived well before our
starting time of 8.30 am and had the frame of the
pavilion assembled by the time other members of the
committee arrived. The trailer was in its new livery of
a belted crest and an explanation of who we are.

A discussion was held amongst a few members about
the printing of the newsletter. It was passed at the
CDNZ AGM that printing would be held off until some
firm quotes for the printing were received. That has
been achieved but the question still remains do we
need to print the newsletter. I believe we need to ask
you as a member of Clan Donald do we need to print
copies? How many per branch do we print? Who
funds the printing? These questions all need to be
addressed before our next CDNZ AGM in May 2019.
Your feedback would be greatly appreciated.
The CDNZ AGM date has been set for Dunedin in
2019. It will be held on May 4th. You will receive more
information leading up to May. I would appreciate all
Societies letting me know when their CDNZ AGM is so
it can be advertised so anyone who is a Clan Donald
member and potential member may attend.
Christine Martin

Clan Donald Auckland

Auckland Highland games
The first of the northern Highland Games for the
season were held at the Ellerslie Events Centre in
Auckland on Saturday 17 November. This is the
second year of games at Ellerslie, following their
transfer from the traditional venue at Three Kings
Domain.

One new member, John Gemmell was recruited. Harry
Gemmell was in the attire of the Black Watch
Regiment during their deployment in the Boer War,
and he explained that dark coloured tartan does not
show the otherwise vivid evidence of the wearer’s
injury.

There were visits from several long established
members – Jeanette McFarland, Marni Macdonald
who has moved to Birkenhead, Noelene McSkimming,
and Bruce and Ngara MacDonald of Kawakawa Bay.
Diane Winder was in dark glasses, protecting her eyes
from recent cataract surgery. Our North Island
Commissioner was pleased to welcome his mother,
Lynne McDonald, and brother Brad.
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John MacDonald, brother of
Grant
MacDonald
the
former
Clan
Donald
Wellington President was
resplendent ready for the
solo piping contest.
We
again
met
two
Australian visitors who had
been at the Hororata Games
only a week ago – Ann
Breust representing Clan
Douglas,
and
Malcolm
Edmiston, Commissioner for
Clan Edmonstone, Victoria.

The grand day came to an end around 4.30 pm.
Tom McDonald

Clan Donald wellington

The Clan pavilion was very
close to the battles reenacted by an energetic
group, and Scottish Country
Dancers under the guidance
of Katherine Hoskyn gave a
performance between the
pavilions and the grandstand,
very close to where our clan
were gathered. Members of
the crowd were encouraged
to join in for the Kingston
Flier and Dashing White
Sergeant.

Rod downey
Rod Downey and his wife Kirstin are long time
Wellington Clan Donald members. This year Rod was
awarded the Rutherford Medal for his “Pre-eminent
revolutionary research into compatibility, including
the development of the theory of parametrised
complexity and the algorithmic study of randomness”
(https//royalsociety.org.nz). The Rutherford Medal is
the highest honour awarded by the Royal Society Te
Apārangi.
Rod has a long and distinguished career in teaching
and research in Mathematics and Computer Science
and is currently Professor in the School of
Mathematics and Statistics at Victoria University in
Wellington. I’ll leave his biography in his words:
“My connection with Clan Donald comes from my
wife. I have Scottish, English, and Irish ancestry (plus
some South East Asian). My Scottish side comes from
Guthrie and before that also Scrimgeour from
Forfarshire/Angus and Glamis, and it seems one was
born in Brechin in 1803. In the 16th Century it appears
I have some kind of lord in the background. My
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forebear came to Townsville (``Scottish Lass'') as a
teenager around 1890 or so. These are all lowland
Scots, and hence have no Tartan.

Clan Donald Canterbury

My wife got me into Scottish Country Dancing, and her
father was a Macdonald. Thus Macdonald was a
logical choice for a tartan. We also called our
boys ``Macdonald Downey'' (no hyphen as this cannot
be continued for many generations). This chuffed my
youngest son who looked up meanings: ``Ruler of
Men, owner of castles''
Scottish country dancing is a great hobby. You learn a
lot about the Scottish tradition of music and the
history, with dances going back to the 18th Century,
and lots of old tunes. Personally this also got me into
Piobaireachd although pipes are rarely used. I have
devised around 100 new Scottish Country Dances and
teach at the Johnsonville club.
I travel a lot, almost always for work to collaborate
with co-authors around the world; Singapore, US, UK,
Europe, etc. Next month I will be in Chile, then next
year in Singapore and Kazakhstan. I was based for
some time in Edinburgh. I have taught Scottish
Country Dancing in many places in the world (even
Tokyo), and also danced in lots of places.
Kristin and I arrived in
Wellington in June
1986, via the US and
Singapore in the years
before. I have had a
very satisfying career at
Victoria
University
Wellington, which has a
terrific logic group. I
work in logic which has
a surprisingly wide array
of modern applications.
We live in the most
mathematical age in
history, and yet this fact
lies hidden mostly.

Weekend Away 28-30th September 2018.
Each year Clan Donald Canterbury go on an away
weekend. These weekends are a lot of fun and
provide a great opportunity to get to know other
members and build strong friendships. This helps in
keeping the society strong. In previous years we have
visited Blenheim, Hanmer Springs, Ashburton,
Dunedin, Geraldine, Rangiora and Oamaru. This year
14 members went to the small North Canterbury
country township of Cheviot which is just over 110
kms north of Christchurch.

Thanks to Trish
McKechnie for this
notification.

We stayed two nights at the Cheviot Motel and
Holiday Park which is located on the edge of the town
set in peaceful countryside. The site is five acres
containing beautifully landscaped grounds and
garden. Neighbouring paddocks contained sheep and
lambs.
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First event arranged by our Secretary, Margaret
Donald was Mt Beautiful wine tasting which was held
at The Twin River Café in Cheviot.

Pictured at the Wine Tasting (Left to right) Irvine Kinraid,
Ann Smith, Margaret Donald, Heather Bastida, Sally
Wihone.
Back row, Alison Kinraid, Alan MacDonald, Helen Ring,
Christine and Elwyn Martin.

Saturday the 29th September was a gorgeous spring
day which was spent in Kaikoura. It was interesting to
see the work completed (and still underway) on SH1
and the main rail line required as a result of the
November 2016 earthquake. We had lunch in
Kaikoura and visited various areas around town

Saturday night dinner at the Cheviot Hotel. Pictured left to
right. Alison Kinraid, Irvine Kinraid, Heather Bastida, Sally
Wihone, Valerie Bright, Ian Bright, Helen Ring and Ann
Smith.

On Sunday morning we played bowls at the Cheviot
Bowling Club before returning to Christchurch.

View overlooking Kaikoura town with the Seaward Kaikoura
Range in the background.

Pictured at the Cheviot Bowling Club. Front row (left to
right). Elwyn Martin, Helen Ring, Ann Smith, Alan
MacDonald
Back row (left to right). Andrew Muskee, Margaret Donald,
Ian Bright, Christine Martin, Sally Wihone, Raewyn Hinton,
Valerie Bright, Irvine Kinraid.
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The Old Leithfield Hotel

On the way back to Christchurch we stopped for lunch
at the historic Leithfield Hotel where we were joined
by Clan Donald Canterbury members, Cath and Bob
Lyall. After lunch and watching the All Blacks play
Argentina on the large TV screen in the bar, we said
our goodbyes and headed our separate ways home.
We all agreed it had been another enjoyable weekend
away and our thanks go to Margaret Donald for her
work in arranging the accommodation and events.

Even at that time of the morning, there was large
crowd gathered and I understand the final count was
around 9,000. What a showcase of Scottish tradition
and culture. There were many stalls of all descriptions
ranging from local arts and crafts to all sorts of foods.
The clouds went away and it turned out to be a lovely
sunny day.

Tom McDonald
getting ready for the
grand parade.

Hororata highland games
It was a wet and windy morning when I set out from
my home in Milton on Friday November 9th for
Christchurch to attend the Hororata Highland Games
scheduled for the following day. I drove north in
increasingly stormy conditions and when I
experienced sleet in Ashburton really began to
wonder whether it was worth continuing. However
the weather was forecast to be overcast but sunny for
Saturday so I continued on to a warm welcome by
Christine Martin, with whom I was staying for the
weekend.
Elwyn was on the organising committee and left very
early with Christine and I following at a more civilised
hour. We were greeted by the sounds of pipes as we
found our way to the Clan Donald site.

Tom McDonald talking with visitors with Brent Tomlinson in
the background.

The Christchurch
City pipe band
getting ready for the
parade.

As already mentioned, Elwyn and Christine hosted
dinner for Tom and Lynette McDonald, Alan
MacDonald and I on Saturday evening and the
weekend was topped off by lunch at Ballantynes in
Christchurch city (a little late because Roz got
geographically dislocated)! Thank you all at Clan
Donald Canterbury for your warm welcome.
Roz McKechnie.
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Clan Donald otago

Dunedin is busy with both University and Polytechnic
graduations and only the first Saturday or the last
Saturday was free. We decided on the first Saturday
as the weather should be more settled.

Clan Donald hawkes bay
Nothing received this time

Dunedin in Autumn.
It has been a relatively quiet year for Clan Donald
Otago although we have had regular representation at
the Otago Scottish Society and the Combined Clans
meetings.
Eleven of our members attended the Christmas lunch
on the 9th December which was enjoyed by all.

The rolling hills of the Hawkes Bay

Clan Donald southland
Nothing received this time

L to R: Peter Schweigman, Peter MacDonald, Bill McDonald,
Annette McDonald, Rhondda Martin, Don McKechnie.

Invercargill at Christmas.

L to R: Margaret Dyett Gene Dyett, Wendy Hellyer, Sue
Schweigman.

Bill McDonald told us of his experience with a hacker
which, while amusing, also had its serious side. The
experience was considerably distressing to him and a
timely reminder to all of us to ensure that our virus
protection is regularly updated and well worth the
investment.
We are excited to be hosting the 2019 CDNZ Annual
General meeting and preparations are well under way
with this. We have finally settled on a date being
Saturday the 4th of May. The month of May in
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The John Milner Memorial
Acquisition Fund
The Clan Donald Lands Trust (CDLT) has created a
special account known as the John Milner Memorial
Acquisition Fund. The purpose of the fund is to
position the Director of our Museum of the Isles to be
able to immediately respond to opportunities to
acquire Clan Donald related pieces for the
Museum. This is an off-budget account whose funds
are restricted to Museum acquisition purposes.
The late John Milner, as the Principal Advisor to Ellice
and Rosa McDonald, and as a Trustee of the Glencoe
Foundation, was closely involved with CDLT for
decades and through the creation of this new
Acquisition Fund, the Board of Trustees of CDLT wish
to honour John’s commitment to the Trust. An initial
contribution of £10,000 has been made to the Fund in
John’s memory.

Dedication of Memorial Tables for
Clans who fought in The Battle of
Prestonpans.
In September I attended the Dedication of the
Memorial Tables for Clans and British Regiments who
fought in the Battle of Prestonpans. My father, Colin
MacDonald, who is a member of the Committee of
High Patronage of The Battle of Prestonpans (1745)
Heritage Trust, received an invitation to attend the
ceremony as representor of the Glencoe MacDonalds.
Unfortunately, it was not possible for him to do so
and I attended on his behalf. Clan Donald Canterbury
member, Brent Tomlinson was also on holiday in the
UK at this time and was able to attend.

CDLT would like to invite CD New Zealand Societies
and members to consider contributing to this Fund to
make our world-class Museum an even more
interesting and informative place. Funds donated will
only be used for Museum acquisitions.
If I can provide any additional information, please do
not hesitate to contact me.
Alan MacDonald
High Commissioner for Clan Donald in NZ

Alan MacDonald pictured with Bonnie Prince Charlie.

The Battle of Prestonpans was the first significant
conflict in the Jacobite Rising of 1745. The Battle took
place early morning on 21st September 1745. The
Jacobite army led by Charles Edward Stuart achieved a
stunning victory over the government army led by Sir
John Cope. The government force was between 2,200
to 2,800 strong while the Jacobite army numbered
between 2000 and 2,500.
The inexperienced government troops were
outflanked and broke in the face of a highland charge.
The battle was over in less than 15 minutes. The
victory was a huge morale boost for the Jacobites.
Hundreds of government troops were killed or
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wounded and 1500 taken prisoner. Only 170 escaped.
The Jacobite Army suffered fewer than 100 troops
killed or wounded.
The MacDonald Clans played a major role in this
battle, making up nearly half the Jacobite force.

The Grand Parade passed through the town of Prestonpans
to the Sports Centre where the re-enactment events were
held.

with the Prince at Prestonpans and to the “Successor”
Regiments of those engaged there in support of the
government in 1745 serving the British Army today to
share in the Dedication.
The Dedication was held on 15th September 2018. The
events included a Grand Parade, the commemoration
ceremony, living history camps, military displays and a
spectacular battle re-enactment. The Memorial Tables
are located on the old wagon way which ran across
the battlefield. The Tables are very impressive and
provide a fitting memorial to those involved in the
battle.
I was also impressed by the quality of the re-enactors
who strive to be as accurate and authentic in
appearance as possible. This includes those not
directly involved in the battle re-enactment but who
were present in a support role. The strict adherence
to the period with the provision of props such as
tents, furniture, cooking facilities etc added to the
level of realism achieved.

The Battle of Prestonpans (1745) Heritage Trust was
established in 2006 to ensure a much better
presentation and opportunity for visitors to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the battle.
The Trust has campaigned since 2006 for a proper
memorial which lists the Clans and Regiments that
were involved. They recently received a grant to
create two Memorial Tables, one for each side in the
combat.

The Memorial Table to the Clans who took part in the
battle. Alan MacDonald and Brent Tomlinson on the far
right.

Re-enactors prepare their meal before the battle reenactment later in the day.

Last year The Battle of Prestonpans (1745) Heritage
Trust put out the Call to all those Clans which fought
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Bonnie Prince Charlie’s War Council.

Bonnie Prince Charlie plans for the battle over lunch.

The Highland Charge.

Victory is quickly achieved.
For more information visit the Trust’s very good
website..http://www.battleofprestonpans1745.org/he
ritagetrust/
Alan MacDonald
High Commissioner for Clan Donald in New Zealand

The government forces prepare for battle.
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Alan MacDonald,
High Commissioner:
Clan Donald is unique amongst the Scottish Clans, as it
has a High Chief and subsidiary chiefs who are chiefs
in their own right. Our High Chief, Lord Macdonald of
Macdonald chairs the High Council of Clan Donald
which comprises The Chief of Clanranald, The Chief of
Glengarry, The Chief of Sleat and The Earl of Antrim.
There are several Clan Donald branches with no
current chief e.g. Glencoe.
The High Council’s mission is to provide leadership,
guidance and communication to bring unity to the
world-wide Clan Donald.
The Chiefs of Clan Donald are represented in New
Zealand (and other countries where there are a
number of Clan Donald societies such as Australia,
Canada and the USA) by their High Commissioner who
is appointed by them on the recommendation of The
Association of Clan Donald Societies in NZ Inc.
High Commissioners are appointed for a three year
term. I was appointed in June 2014 and my term was
renewed for a further three years last June. The High
Commissioner is assisted by a North Island and a
South Island Commissioner.

Elwyn Martin,
South Island Commissioner:
I felt very honoured to be asked to take over the role
of the South Island Commissioner from Bill McDonald
of Otago. I see the Commissioner’s role as one of
encouragement to the three branches here in the
south. It is with some regret that I haven’t been more
active with them all.
I have seen some of the branches look inward instead
of looking outside the square and this has seen their
numbers drop.
As the membership is getting older, we all want to be
entertained rather than be the entertainers and that
makes it hard to keep the interest of the members.
I try to get to each branch as often as I can and that
has not been an easy task as sometimes there has
been two events on the same weekend and one
cannot in two places at the same time. I have also
encouraged our High Commissioner to visit the
branches.
I have enjoyed meeting up with fellow Clan members
each time I have visited their branch and I thank you
for the warmth you give Christine and I.
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Upcoming events 2o19:
Clan Donald Auckland:

Clan Donald Otago:

Tuesday January 1 : Waipu Highland Games, the Clan Donald
Pavilion will be present. Bookings can be made at the
Clansman Motel if you wish to join the committee for
festivities before and after the games.

January 25 :
Otago Scottish Heritage Council Burns Night
at the Dunedin Town Hall. Contact Royden Somerville,
rjs@barristerschambers.co.nz.

st

Ceilidh – Several groups hold these regularly, look out for the
advertisements.

th

th

May 4 : 1.30pm Annual General Meeting; Associated Clan
Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated.
Dunedin Community Centre, Cnr. Moray Place & Great King
Street, Dunedin

The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated
PRESIDENT
Christine Martin
Canterbury
Ph: (03) 342 8715
E: elmart@outlook.co.nz

VICE PRESIDENT
Roz McKechnie
Otago
Ph: 021 174 7638
E: roz.mckechnie@xtra.co.nz

AUCKLAND

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Patricia McKechnie
Wellington
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz

GENEALOGIST
Heather MacDonald Higgins
Ph: (09) 627 2323
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz

HAWKES BAY

WELLINGTON

PRESIDENT
Barrie Paterson
Ph: (09) 6206721
E: barrieannette@gmail.com

PRESIDENT
David McDonald
Ph: (06) 877 7730
E: david@macdonaldbrummer.co.nz

PRESIDENT
David Moore
Ph: 021 058 6656
E: davidmoore@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY
Tom McDonald
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY
Jill Macdonald
E: houseofmacdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Patricia McKechnie
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz

Address all correspondence to: Clan
Donald Auckland Inc., P.O. Box 96-234,
Balmoral, Auckland, 1342.
CANTERBURY

OTAGO

PRESIDENT
Ann Smith
Ph: (03) 349 5517
E: Annandpete52@gmail.com

PATRON
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry
PRESIDENT
Margaret Dyett
Ph: (03) 455 7465
E: m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Margaret Donald
Ph: (03) 331 6102
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Alton McDonald
Ph: (03) 217 5608
SECRETARY
Elma McDonald
Ph: (03) 216 1560

SECRETARY
Rhondda Martin
Ph: (03) 454 4009
E: rhondda.martin@gmail.com

CLAN DONALD LANDS TRUST
Christine Martin
elmart@outlook.co.nz

CDNZ WEBSITE WEB MASTER
Bruce McGechan
E: mcgechan@xtra.co.nz

CD WARRANT HOLDERS
HIGH COMMISSIONER for
CLAN DONALD NZ
Alan MacDonald
Ph: (03) 3560588
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

SOUTHLAND

FINLAGGAN COUNSELLOR
Bill McDonald
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

CDNZ NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Roz McKechnie
E: roz.mckechnie@xtra.co.nz
NEW ZEALAND

NORTH ISLAND
COMMISSIONER
Tom McDonald
PH: (09) 238 8580
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

SOUTH ISLAND
COMMISSIONER
Elwyn Martin
Ph: (03) 342 8715
E: elmart@outlook.co.nz
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