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Editor’s Report

commemorations of the great battles of
the First World War. Heather’s summary
of these small, but powerful, symbols of
bravery and sacrifice is very interesting
and includes all the appropriate links to
follow your own line of research. John
Hawthorn also provides a nice wee article
on the Celtic musical traditions of the
transference of tunes (or riffs) against the
backdrop of today’s world of copyright
protection. This is followed by John’s
report on a fund-raiser for St Kentigern
College. Enjoy.

Welcome to what was supposed to be the
September edition of our Clan Donald
newsletter. Unfortunately (or fortunately)
I have been going through a rather busy
spell. Needless to say we are happy to
present the latest Newsletter. We are
delighted to provide part two of Ian Ross
Macdonnell discussion on the Abby at
Iona and its place in Clan Donald history.
Heather has been working hard to look
into the topic of military medals which is
appropriate
given
the
continuing
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WHO RESOURCED AND BUILT THE IONA
“CATHEDRAL OF THE ISLES”? (Part 2) Ian
Ross Macdonnell, Australia.
Historic Scotland’s flawed and inadequate
account leaves the Clan Donald Lords of
the Isles forfeit of any due recognition,
outside of the minimalist role of being
called mere benefactors or patrons for
Iona Abbey/Cathedral. This is a gross
understatement of their fundamental
contribution to this infrastructure, the
resulting macroeconomics of the region
and the truly EXTRAORDINARY three
centuries-long existence of the late
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If you’d like to fully
appreciate why, and
I’m sure many of you
do, it will take just a
bit of further reading.
Here is the first part of
a ‘short’ 5000 word
essay and I‘ve made it
as
engaging
and
compelling as I can for
you within the bounds
of
an
academic
environment. I’d like
you to be enthused –
to join the just cause!
Medieval Iona Abbey and it’s Cathedral of
the Isles - under the one family. In many
respects they are side-lined, what’s more
anonymously, to St Oran’s Chapel which I
have already begun to successfully rectify.
At the moment a further eight grave slab
attributions by me are being assessed by
Dr Nicki Scott of Historic Scotland.
Identifying individual and well known
MacDonald Lords/Chiefs with significant
Iona monuments is an essential element
in my strategy to reclaim (personalise,
legitimise) and publicise the fact that
Medieval Iona Abbey and Cathedral of the
Isles is the true legacy of various Clan
Donald Chiefs.
For the general public to be misinformed
that the Lords of the Isles were just
patrons (and with limited modern
meaning) or benefactors of Iona Abbey
and Cathedral is substantively misleading
in terms of a proper interpretation of the
history of the site’s extant architecture.

www.clandonald.nz

My
website
has
various papers and pages on this which
explain in more detail and with full
references
and
footnotes,
seehttp://www.ionaabbeyandclandonald.co
m/introduction.html
What are we up against? Dr Iain
MacDonald of Glasgow University, in
Clerics and Clansmen - The Diocese of
Argyll between the Twelfth and Sixteenth
Centuries, (2013) states "The Highlander
has never enjoyed a good press, and has
been usually characterised as peripheral
and barbaric in comparison to his Lowland
neighbour, more inclined to fighting than
serving God”.
But, for effectively its entire existence
over the whole later medieval period of
300 years, Iona abbey was recreated,
prospered and grew under the one
continuous family of founders and his
heirs, the builders, patrons, benefactors,
protectors, rebuilders and continuous
endowers – from foundation to prePage 2

dissolution. After
the MacDonald
Lordship
fell,
between 1494
and 1534, the
abbey was but
an
unworthy,
pathetic
pastiche – a
slush fund for
the "capacious
greedy craws" of
the
Campbell
Earls of Argyll
and their agents, the many Campbell Iona
Abbey Commondators who stripped the
Abbey's assets. In 1534 King Henry broke
with the Pope and by the Act of
Supremacy made himself the supreme
head of the church in his lands. The 1535
Valor Ecclesiasticus (church valuation) was
not introduced in Scotland (to be
continued)

MUSICAL NOTES:
My interest was aroused by the news item
on the copyright legal position, on the
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right to use musical ‘riffs’. These are
recognisable patterns of beats or
sequences of notes. The legal case in
question is still in the process of being
heard and arises from current ‘pop’ music
composition. So what has this to do with
Scottish (Celtic) music?
Quite a lot as it turns out. Scotland as
well as all Celtic nations treated speech
and music as aural communications.
There was nothing written down. Gaelic
languages, as with music, were both
taught and passed on by ear. Copyright
and patent law were to do with written
material only and were introduced to
provide the authors with protection in
passing on new information and retain
their ability to commercialize and produce
income from their endeavours. It dates
back to the British Statute of Anne (known
as the Copyright Act 1709). However,
both the Gaelic language and music was
passed on aurally (by ear only). So,
musicians held the music in their heads
including all the typically Scottish/Gaelic
sequences & ‘riffs’.
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Ask any musician how they get that
special Scottish/Celtic sound.
It is
certainly not by following what is written
on the page. Most classically trained
musicians are taught how to read music
script and play from there.
Perhaps I should explain that written
music was first conceived by ancient
church scholars for a very practical
reason. They all had the problem of
having chants and hymns that they wished
to pass on between churches and senior
choir boys were sent from church to
church to sing and thus pass the music on
aurally. And so the scholars designed a
system that represented the tone (pitch)
of the note as being a dot on a chart of
five lines. The duration of the sound was
designated by the symbols that were hung
on the five lines. However, if what you
really want played, does not match either
the designated pitches or durations of
notes, then it can’t be printed. The
Auckland Scottish Fiddle Club therefore
generally encourages passing on new
tunes by ‘ear’ so as to encompass all the
traditional techniques and tricks that have
been established over the centuries.
So this brings us back to what is printable
and the fact that most of the patterns and
riffs, are stored in the musician’s head and
will no doubt appear in other tunes.
Many old tunes have been written down
and published in books of Scottish music.
The book itself has been copyrighted, but
low and behold some of these tunes also
appear in other copyrighted books. So
with Scottish music that contain the ‘riffs’
and devices of centuries it should not be
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possible to copyright them, as it is all
already in the heads of the musicians. We
await the outcome of the case with
interest.

Each year, the St Kentigern College runs a
fund-raising ceilidh in order to raise funds
to send their pipe-band to Scotland. The
whole event is organised both by the staff
and the students of the college. It is in the
form of a fund raising dinner, with items
from the students, including a full haggis
ceremony, piping and highland dancing,
ceilidh dancing for the dinner guests, and
then the auction of donated goods and
services.
In the past, it needed outside support and
Beverley Young, who worked at St. Kent’s,
before her retirement, does the calling for
the ceilidh dancing. The ceilidh band has
also developed and through the music
department, we now have a group of
student musicians who practise up to play
the selected dance tunes.
Thus Heather Laird and John Hawthorn
visited the school regularly over a number
of weeks, in the build-up to the event, in
order to practise and develop a suitable
student ceilidh band.
Page 4

A very successful event was finally run and
the students involved can be very proud
of what they have achieved. Their parents,
by all accounts were delighted and no
doubt the ability of the students to run
this sort of event is an addition to their
musical
education.
th
John Hawthorn (10 July 2016)

The Cooks Corner

Traditional Scottish
Recipes
- Honey and Lemon Chicken

2-3 tablespoons lemon juice
4 sprigs fresh rosemary
Method:
Heat the butter in a frying pan and brown
the chicken on all sides. Transfer to a
lidded
casserole.
Boil the honey, lemon juice and rosemary
in the frying pan for a few minutes and
then pour over the chicken. Cover the
casserole and cook in a pre-heated oven
at 375F/190C/Gas Mark 5 for 20 minutes.

- Edinburgh Rock

Here's an easy to prepare recipe for
succulent, tasty chicken, cooked in a
casserole in the oven.
The rock on which Edinburgh Castle
stands is volcanic and very hard. But the
confection "Edinburgh Rock" is (or should
be) very soft and crumbly. Many millions
of boxes of Edinburgh Rock are sold to
sweet-toothed tourists (and locals) every
year.

Ingredients:
4 chicken pieces
2 ounces (60g or � stick) butter
4 tablespoons clear honey
www.clandonald.nz

Ingredients:
One pound (450g or 2 cups) sugar lumps
(loaf sugar)
Quarter pint (150ml or two-thirds cup)
water
Quarter teaspoon (1.5ml) cream of tartar
Green and yellow food colouring and
peppermint and lemon flavouring
Some oil for greasing
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Method:
Using a heavy-base saucepan, heat the
water and sugar gently until all the sugar
has dissolved. Bring this almost to the boil
and then stir in the cream of tartar. Boil
until the mixture has reached 120C or
250F (use a sugar thermometer or boil
until a teaspoon of the mixture can form a
hard ball when it is dropped into a cup of
cold water).
Using two separate heatproof bowls, pour
half the mixture into each bowl. Stir in the
green food colouring into one and the
yellow colouring into the other to create a
delicate shade of each colour. Add a few
drops of peppermint flavouring to the
green one and lemon flavouring to the
yellow one, mixing well.
Oil two shallow baking tins (pan) and pour
each of the mixtures into the separate
tins. Using an oiled knife, turn the edges
towards the centre as they begin to cool.
When the mixture is cool enough to
handle, pull and fold the mixture. Finally,
pull into a long log shape, about 1 cm in
diameter. Cut into shorter sticks with
scissors. Spread on a sheet of non-stick
baking parchment and leave for over 24
hours. Store in an airtight container.

Clan Donald Events
Clan Donald Canterbury
Events 2016

Hororata Domain.
Traditional Scottish Highland Games with a
Kiwi twist. Clan Donald Canterbury will be in
attendance.
Sunday 20 November.
Clan Donald Canterbury Meeting.
St Albans Community Centre.
“Pot luck” lunch at 1.00 pm. Meeting starts
2.00 pm.
Saturday 3 December 5.30 pm.
The Mad Hatter’s Party promises some great
entertainment.
BBQ cooked by our Clan Chefs
Alan MacDonald’s home, 8A Church Lane,
Merivale.
Sunday 11 December.
Christmas Lunch.
Fendalton Park Croquet Club. Entrance of
Makora Street.
A game of croquet at 11.00 am for those who
wish to play, followed by lunch around 12.30
pm. Lunch $25. Croquet $10. Cash only. BYO
Clan Donald Auckland
Events 2016-17
Saturday 15 October.
Movie afternoon at Ryders.
177 Riversdale Road, Avondale, Auckland
Cost $29 per person
Saturday 19 November.
Auckland Highland Games.
Three Kings.
Sunday 11 December
Pre-Xmas Luncheon
Highlander Bar in the Northcote Tavern
Sunday 1 January 2017.
Waipu Highland Games.

Saturday 5 November.
Hororata Highland Games.
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Greetings Clans folk
It’s been a while but wasn’t the last newsletter
great. Well done to Carl for the great work he is
doing.
If you recall very recently there were
Memorials for the Battle of the Somme which
made me think of an article I had read in Family
Tree so thought I would share it in this edition.
Do you have any family in WW1 who had received any awards? If you do, this might help….

Military Medals
Thousands of awards for bravery were given to fighting men and some of the women
working or nursing in different theatres during World War One. There were four Gallantry
medals available to Soldiers, NCO’s and Junior Officers during the conflict – in order of
precedence – the Victoria Cross (VC), The Military Cross (MC), The Distinguished Conduct
Medal (DCM) and the Military Medal (MM).
The UK’s highest Gallantry award, The Victoria Cross (see Left),
is a rare and hard won medal for valour ‘in the face of the
enemy’. 627 recipients received the award during WW1, with
one man having received the award twice. Recipients of the VC
were usually well publicised in the media of the day, with
stories in newspapers, on magazine covers, and with excellent
citations for all VCs awarded. The Victorian Crosses have been
made out of Gun Metal, taken from Russian Weapons seized
during the Crimean War, with the wording ‘For Valour’ on the
front. The ribbon was crimson, while the original (1856)
specification stated that the ribbon should be red for army
recipients and dark blue for naval recipients, however, the
dark blue ribbon was abolished soon after the formation of the
Royal Air Force on 1 April 1918.
The Military Cross was awarded to 37,000 recipients during the First World War, with 3000
single bars issued for 2nd awards, and 170 recipients were awarded two bars, thus being
awarded the MC on three separate occasions. The MC was created in the first year of WW1
in December 1914, after combat during which a number of junior officers and warrant
officers did deeds that merited an award for gallantry, but the options open to them at the
time were either the WC or DSO, the latter of which was not usually presented to officers
www.clandonald.nz
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below the rank of major. All awards for the Military Cross during
WW1 were published in the London Gazette, initially with Citations.
The MC was issued with a blank reverse through the First World
War, but it was not unknown for officers to have the name, rank,
place & date of action privately engraved on the back of the award.
The white Ribbon has a purple central stripe (see Right).
The Medal second only to the Victoria Cross for Private Soldiers and
Junior NCO’S was the Distinguished Conduct Medal (see below left).
Started back in 1854 for troops serving in the Crimean War, the DCM
has been awarded to soldiers in every war and many campaigns ever
since. Nearly 25,000 DCM’s were awarded during the First World
War. The Ribbon for the DCM is Crimson with a Dark Blue central
stripe with the inscription on the reverse reading in Block Letters ‘For Distinguished Conduct
in the Field’. As with the other awards during WW1, the DCM ‘s were published in the
London Gazette, the majority had good citations stating the act of gallantry published with
them, whereas others had a small amount or no citations at all.
The soldier’s name, numbers, rank, battalion number and
regiment are impressed on the edge of the medal.
The stories of DCM winners would appear in wartime magazines
such as The War Illustrated, The War Budget & The Illustrated
War News. You never know what you might find. It is also worth
checking the newspapers published locally to where the
recipient was living or where he grew up. When the men
returned home on leave they were often treated as heroes,
stories of the local DCM heroes went down well and sometimes
included photos and reports. They would often go back to their local schools to talk to the
children.
The Military Medal (see below Right) was the most frequently awarded British Gallantry
Medal during WW1. There were around 115,600 recipients along with one man who
received three bars, 180 second bars, and 5796 first bars, each bar denoting another award
for Gallantry. In addition to Army recipients, the MM was also
awarded to members of the Royal Naval Division, Royal Flying Corps
and to women, a number of them being awarded to nurses and
women serving in nursing units. The MM was first instituted in
March 1916, the front and suspender looks much like the DCM but
what differentiates it is the ribbon with dark blue edges and a
central section of three white and two narrow crimson stripes. The
reverse has the Royal Cipher of George V above the words ‘For
Bravery in the Field’ which is enclosed in a wreath. The soldier’s
www.clandonald.nz
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number, rank, name, battalion and regiment are noted around the edge of the medal.
As with the other medals, all the MM awards were published in the London Gazette but
often the Citation did not appear with them, so you won’t always know what your ancestor
did to receive the award unless it was reported as part of a bigger gallantry award which
generally included the VC being awarded to another recipient.
So, where else can you find out what your ancestor did to receive the MM award? The best
place to start is finding the war diary of the battalion in which your ancestor served. Many
local heritage libraries and regimental museums hold these, and for a fee they can be
downloaded at The National Archives in Kew. Battalion war diaries were variable and
sometimes there was only the merest mention that someone was awarded the MM, and
sometimes never reached the war diary. You can check out your local newspapers and if
you’re lucky, there might be a photograph, but generally that is more likely for a recipient of
a higher award.
Find information on gallantry awards and campaign medals, including other WW1 topics on
this site - www.greatwar.co.uk/medals/ww1-british-medals.htm
Making the Victoria Cross - http://www.angelfire.com/mt/uew/creation.htm
Read TNA’s research guide for British Military Gallantry Medals www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/medals-british-armed-servicesgallantry.htm
Check out the London Gazette for you ancestor, browse the search results for likely matches
and once you have found your ancestor you can view PDF’s of the relevant pages free of
charge - www.london-gazette.co.uk/search
The Western Front Association was established to further interest in WW1. Its many useful
resources include the ‘Research & Family History’ section and reproductions of WW1 Trench
maps – www.westernfrontassociation.com
New Zealand’s part in the Battle of the Somme started in September 1915 so you might find
this interesting - http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-battle-of-the-somme
Check this out for New Zealand’s recipients of the Victoria Cross https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_New_Zealand_Victoria_Cross_recipients
You might find this handy at the Auckland Museum http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/library-info-centres/armouryinformation-centre
Forces War Records has a comprehensive range of WW1 resources - https://www.forces-warrecords.co.uk

I hope you find something interesting in this article, and again, please do share your
stories… till next time
Citations:
Making Sense of Military Medals – Guide to Gallantry Awards by Neil Storey – Family Tree,
March 2014
Mr Google
Wikipedia
www.clandonald.nz
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www.angelfire.com
www.nzhistory.net.nz
The Associasted Clan Donald Societies of
NZ INC 2016 AGM.
Saturday 21st May 2016
Venue: Cotswold Hotel Christchurch
Welcome Clan Members to my article on
the 2016 Clan Donald Annual General
Meeting.

Members from Clan Donald all over New
Zealand attended the AGM on Saturday to
once again go through an agenda that was
certainly packed with items we needed to
discuss and to vote over. We had reports
from the High Commissioner, North and
South Island Commissioners and from
each Society Nominee to tell us about
what has been happening over the past
year in each of their areas.
Also, on the day was the appointment of
the new President for the Clan Donald
Societies of NZ, Christine Martin who was
voted into this role. We hope she enjoys
this new challenge and looks forward to
the coming year as also Christine being
the President of Clan Canterbury will now
have extra workload as we takes on the
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Australasian Conference that is being held
in Christchurch in 2018. This will certainly
be something to look forward to for all
Canterbury members and hope we will all
get involved in helping to put it together.
Any ideas of what we can do for our
Aussie counterparts while they are here
will be welcome. A date in 2018 is yet to
be decided upon.

Another item on the agenda was the
location for the 2017 AGM which was
decided to be in Wellington, possibly in
May
2017.

For lighter news the day starter for some
of us (Doreen, Colin, Alan, Carl, Brent,
Lynette and Tom) with luncheon made by
myself (it was yummy if I may say so) [And
the editor agrees] and a some ale tasting.
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After the meeting it was back to Alan’s
house for a change of clothing for the
formal dinner (and a couple of whiskies
for some to warm up). The weather was
not the best but we got thru.

See You Soon
Adrienne
Events Manager for Clan Canterbury

The dinner at the Cotswold was very nice
(all three courses) and we were able to
have a drink and chat with our fellow Clan
Donald members from around the
country.

Newsletter

Got something to share?
The editor welcomes your input to the newsletter, be it articles, letters,
book reviews, or photographs. Communications should be to the editor:
Please email: c.m.bradley@massey.ac.nz

www.clandonald.nz
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The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

Christine Martin
Christchurch
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

Carl Bradley
Auckland
carlmbradley@hotmail.com

Marylyn Hayes

Patricia McKechnie
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz

AUCKLAND

CANTERBURY

PRESIDENT
Bruce McGechan
5 Downer Street
Helensville 0800
Ph: (09) 420 7602
E: mcgechan@xtra.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Christine Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

PRESIDENT
David McDonald
P O Box 35,
Hastings 4156
Ph: (06) 877 7730
E: david@macdonaldbrummer.co.nz

VICE PRESIDENTS
Carl Bradley
E: carlmbradley@hotmail.com
Lynnette McDonald
E: Lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz
SECRETARY
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale,
Christchurch 8014
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY
Jill Macdonald
P O Box 35,
Hastings 4156
Ph: (06) 878 7935
E: houseofmacdonald@xtra.co.nz

Address all Correspondence to: Clan
Donald Auckland Inc., P O Box 96-234,
Balmoral, Auckland 1342

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Margaret Donald
2/117A Studholme Street,
Christchurch
Ph: (03) 331 6102
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz

OTAGO

PRESIDENT
Margaret Dyett
49 Nelson Street
DUNEDIN
Ph: (03) 4557465
E: m.gdyette@xtra.co.nz

HAWKES BAY
WELLINGTON
CANTERBURY
OTAGO
SOUTHLAND

TREASURER
Peter Mackie
P O Box 8446
Havelock North
Ph: (06) 8774766

WELLINGTON

SOUTHLAND

PATRON
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

AUCKLAND

HAWKES BAY

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue, Milton, 9220
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Alton McDonald
1 Purdue Street
Hawthorndale
INVERCARGILL 9810
Ph: (03) 217 5608
E: alton.mcdonald@kinect.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Barry Fry
E: bascilicas@xtra.co.nz

PATRON/SECRETARY / TREASURER
Elma McDonald
700 Tweed Street, Newfield
Invercargill 9812
Ph: (03) 216 1560

SECRETARY
Patricia McKechnie
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz

CD Warrant Holders

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
CLAN DONALD IN NZ

FINLAGGAN
COUNSELLOR

Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale,
Christchurch 8014
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue
Milton 9220
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

VICE PRESIDENT
Grant MacDonald
E: macsol@paradise.net.nz

NEW ZEALAND
Nth ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

A C LA D
CHAPLAIN
Diane Winder
E: diane@sephiraexperience.com
TREASURER
Geoff Parry
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Andrew Wilkie
36 Kiwi Road
Point Chevalier 1022
Ph: (09) 846 6748
E: iridium@ihug.co.nz
CLAN HISTORIAN
Carl Bradley
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STH ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive
Broomfield, Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715 Mob: 0210 630 278
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

C A TER
GENEALOGISTS
Heather MacDonald Higgins
Ph: (09) 627 2323
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz
Lynnette McDonald
Ph: (09) 238 8580
E: lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz
COMMITTEE
Murdock S. McDonald (Sgt of
Arms)
Ph: (09) 298 4802
Fax: (09) 298 4832
E: murdock@clear.net.nz
Eileen Clark
Mary McIsaac
Cindy Bradley
Barrie Paterson
John Hawthorn

R

COMMITTEE
Ian Bright
39 Cassidy St, Christchurch 7608
Ph: (03) 344 5459
Irvine Kinraid
3 Wynard Pl, Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 942 1600
Adrienne Pamment
12 Glencoe St, Christchurch 8053
Ph: (03) 348 4029
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield,
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
Ann Smith
109 Blankney Street
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 349 5517
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
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Christchurch 8042

