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WAIPU HIGHLAND GAMES

Sunshine, rain, sunshine, rain, sunshine, rain. New Years day at the Waipu Highland
Games in the Caledonian Grounds.

Very warm and sunny with bouts of very heavy torrential rain. It didn’t seem to upset
people too much as they dived for cover every time the rain started.

At the piping competition the refreshment marquee was soon crowded with
competitors and spectators taking a break during the rain, and listening to the number
1 board that was able to continue as it had a roof.

The day started with high cloud and the local people advising that it would rain later.
This was contrary to the latest weather forecast, which predicted a very hot fine day. It
is notoriously difficult to forecast weather for Auckland and Northland as that part of
the North Island is very narrow, and the weather moves very quickly, mainly from west
to east.

The start of the Games had the Clans marching, behind the Waipu Pipe Band, from
the Waipu Monument into the grounds to the Avenue of Clans for the flag raising.

The Clan Donald Colour Party ready at the start of the march to the
Caledonian 
Grounds. From the left, High Commissioner Harold McIsaac, Secretary Tom 
McDonald, President Bruce McGechan, Lawrie Fear and Tom Main.

The Clan Donald Colour Party at the flag raising at the Clan Donald pavilion. 
From the left, Bruce McGechan, Lawrie Fear, Tom Main, Tom McDonald and 
Harold McIsaac.

 

During the day, and in between showers, members and friends stopped at the pavilion
for a chat and refreshments. Also many of the public asked about membership of the
various MacDonald Clans.

 

On the right, Gregor MacDonald, one of our new members, checking out some 
of the Clan Donald merchandise.

On the right, Tom McDonald discussing joining Clan Donald with a prospective
new member.

 

Around 11.30 am Clan Donald also had a Haggis Ceremony, and the spectators were
able to try a sample of the haggis.

Samples of Haggis being handed out.

 

At 12.30pm the massed bands and the clans paraded around the arena followed by
the Official Opening of the Games.

Clan Donald ready for the parade around the arena prior to the opening. 
From the left, Tom McDonald, Bruce McGechan, Carl Bradley and new
member 
Gregor MacDonald with his daughters and father David MacDonald from
Aberdeen.

 

Around 4pm all the clans starting packing up as the rain continued to pour down. The
ground was so saturated that there were pools of water everywhere. As we packed up
an apology was extended to David MacDonald from Aberdeen, as he was returning to
Scotland, explaining to him that Clan Donald had attended the games for over 16 years
and this was only the third time that it had rained. His reply was a classic. He said, it
generally rains at highland games in Scotland, and at least it is warmer here in New
Zealand.
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