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QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND IN AUCKLAND

The special Queen’s Birthday celebrations were held in the Cloud on Queens Wharf,
on the Auckland waterfront during Saturday the 31st of May, Sunday the 1st and
Monday the 2nd of June. This event was to celebrate the countries that make up the
United Kingdom. England, Wales, Ireland and Scotland.

The weather was beautiful and sunny although it was quite cold for Saturday and
Sunday with some rain on the Monday. This did not deter the thousands of people who
turned up to enjoy the celebrations. It was estimated that around 50,000 to 60,000
were there over the three days. Many were complete families who came to enjoy their
heritage as well as the special entertainment for children.

There were Morris Dancers, Maypole Dancers, a Traditional Marionette Puppet Theatre
and a group called the Maritime Crew that gave a great performance of sea shanties.
The Auckland Welsh Choir and the well-known ceilidh band Twisty Willow that
performed Irish and Scottish folk music.

Scotland was well represented with Pipe Bands, Scottish Country Dancers and
Highland Dancers, plus Scottish stalls and Clan Pavilions.

At 10 o’clock each morning Hayden Pullan, the Pipe Major of the Papakura Pipe 
Band, played for half an hour at the entrance to the Cloud. This got the day off to a
great start.

Mary McIsaac and Harold McIsaac, the High Commissioner for Clan Donald 
New Zealand, ready to greet the many visitors to the Clan Donald Pavilion 
during the Saturday.

The first Pipe Band to perform at the Cloud was the City of Sails Pipe Band. This band
also had a stall in the Cloud to raise money for their trip to the World Pipe Band
Championships in August in Glasgow, Scotland.

The City of Sails Pipe Band, in their Red Gordon tartan performing at the 
entrance to the Cloud. The two Clan Donald Auckland Pipers, Anton and 
Blair Hodson, are members of this band.

There were different pipe bands performing each day. On Sunday it was the turn of the
Signals Pipe Band.

The Signals Pipe Band performing at the entrance to the Cloud.

 

Second from the right is Andrew Wilkie, a member and Past President of 
Clan Donald Auckland.

One of the most interesting exhibits was the range of bicycles owned by Shane Price,
The Bicycle Chap.

Bruce McGechan, the President of Clan Donald, chatting with Shane Price. 
The bicycle is a penny-farthing that Shane rode around the Cloud to the 
amazement of everyone.

Of particular interest to many people was a bicycle that was made in 1839. This was
made by Kirkpatrick MacMillan, a blacksmith from Dumfries in Scotland, who is
generally credited with inventing the rear-wheel driven bicycle. It was a pedal driven
bicycle of wood that included iron-rimmed wooden wheels, a steerable front wheel in
the front and a larger wheel in the rear, which was connected to pedals via connecting
rods.

Shane with the 1839 Kirkpatrick MacMillan bicycle.

Monday was Scotland’s day. In the morning three pipe bands performed at the
entrance to the Cloud. These were The Pukekohe Pipe Band, The Papakura Pipe
Band and one of the top grade one bands, The Auckland & District Pipe Band.

Auckland & District Pipe Band

After lunch in the early afternoon there was a massed pipe band that marched to the
entrance of the Cloud. They also played for a large group of Highland Dancers who
performed a “Highland Fling.”

Clan Donald was present for all the three days and had many visitors who wanted
information on their families and in many cases about other clans.

The Clan Donald Genealogist, Heather MacDonald Higgins was on site to help answer
the many queries.

Heather at the entrance to the Clan Donald Pavilion.

Monday 4pm. A very tired President and Genealogist packed up the Pavilion, with 
help from Malcolm and Collin Campbell. Fancy that. The Campbell’s helping the
MacDonald’s. In fact the MacDonald’s and the Campbell’s are great friends in
Auckland, and have great fun with a tongue in cheek rivalry.
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