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CLAN DONALD CANTERBURY AGM

Clan Donald Canterbury held their AGM and Branch Meeting on Sunday 17 February.
About 40 members attended. The meeting was held in the recently opened St Albans
Community Centre. A prefab building has been set on the site as a temporary
replacement for the old building which was demolished as a result of the February
2011 earthquake. Clan Donald Canterbury held their branch meetings in the old
Community Centre for many years so we are delighted to be able to return to the site.

Prior to the meeting we were entertained by Ann Smith (piping) and Colin MacDonald
gave an interesting update on his claim for the Chieftainship of Glencoe. Sandy Cooper
recited her very moving poem, “Thoughts in a Clan Donald Mind”.

As I sit in a quiet moment
I look how Watson drew Glencoe
The clouds and hills are wild
Where the Highland Cattle go.

Not so wild as in times long gone
'Tis history we know well
The treachery,The blood so red
Where are the traces now ?

This land that bears antiquity
The bloodshed is no more
And many of her Kith and Kin,
Live on a distant shore.

They travel home to that Fair land,
For home will always be,
Of lochs and Castles, Isles and Hills,
It is the Hebrides.

In his annual report, outgoing President, Alan MacDonald commented on the
continued growth of Clan Donald Canterbury with a number of new members joining
during 2012. He commended Ann Smith and Margaret Donald for their excellent work
in this area. They have been assisted by a number of members especially Elwyn and
Christine Martin who have been very supportive.

2012 was another very successful year for Clan Donald Canterbury, with  a range of
activities throughout the year which were all well supported. It has been wonderful to
see the number of new members participating in the meetings and social events.

As we grow, Alan stressed it is extremely important the branch maintain the
friendliness which has been a key for success.

He considers Clan Donald Canterbury is based on 3 core values which he termed the 3
“F’s” – family, friendship and fun. He expanded on this.

“Family, our Scottish heritage is the prime reason we have joined together. We share a
common interest in our background and have created a family atmosphere within our
branch.

While our shared Scottish heritage is the reason for our existence, for many of us it is
the friendship and enjoyment of each other’s company at our various social events
which is paramount. This is often reflected in that good Highland tradition of generous
hospitality.

Finally, it is all about having fun. And there is no doubt we enjoy ourselves. This is
important because if we lose this, I am sure our number of active members would soon
decline. There is a saying on the front page of each issue of the Clan Donald New
Zealand News, ‘It is no joy without Clan Donald’.”

Alan offered a special vote of thanks to Margaret Donald, our tireless and hardworking
Secretary/Treasurer.

Alan having served a 3 year term stood down as President. Our new President is
Christine Martin and our congratulations go to Christine who will no doubt do an
excellent job. Margaret Donald agreed to continue as Secretary/Treasurer as did our
current Committee Members.

After the AGM, we held our regular Branch Meeting and finalised the list of branch
meetings and social events for the next 6 months

After the meetings, a BBQ evening was held at Alan MacDonald’s home where 35
members enjoyed socialising and getting to know the three new members, Grant
McDonald, David and Jean MacDonald who attended their first Clan function.

Alan MacDonald having served 3 years as president stood aside at the AGM and 
we welcome as our new president, Christine Martin, pictured with Alan at the BBQ

 

Helen Ring at the BBQ. In the background (left to right) are Valerie Bright, Sally 
Wihone, Pam Rowley, Adrienne Pamment, Lesley Campbell, Maureen Breach and 
Ian Donald

 

Kings of the BBQ. David McFerran and Ian Bright

 

Maggie Donald and Ann Smith

 

Alan MacDonald and Joyce McFerran
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