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NEW ZEALAND - SCOTLAND PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUP
LECTURE ON SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE

The New Zealand – Scotland Friendship Group is a group of sitting Members of
Parliament from all political parties, who are Scottish or are of Scottish descent.

Chris Auchinvole MP, from the West Coast, is the Parliamentary Group’s Convener.
Chris was born in Prestwick, Scotland, and attended the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst before emigrating to New Zealand in 1964. He is an enthusiastic promoter of
links between New Zealand and Scotland. In the furtherance of this goal, he has
initiated an annual lecture to be held at Parliament by professors from the Centre for
Irish and Scottish Studies at the University of Otago.

The latest lecture held on the 4th of December 2012, was a great evening of serious
discussion and wonderful entertainment. This event was held in the Grand Hall of
Parliament. A particular point was to also showcase the strength of Scottish culture in
New Zealand and the commitment of young people to the performing of Scottish arts.

As the bells rang within the Parliamentary complex to signify the House rising for the
dinner break, the assembled guests were treated to Angelique MacDonald, from Clan
Donald, singing in Gaelic. When you appreciate the Grand Hall is a vast box, 27 by 10
metres with a 5 metre ceiling, the power and beauty of her voice  was very moving.
Most people of Scottish descent are easily moved to a state of dewy-eyedness and
the handkerchiefs were out early this evening.

The Haggis Party, made up of Guard, Colin King, MP from Kaikoura, Haggis Bearer,
Eric Roy, MP from Invercargill, Bard, Dr Paul Hutchinson, MP from Hunua and Whisky
Bearer, Chris Auchinvole, were piped into the Grand Hall by Pipe Corporal Marcus
Bosher and Piper Charmain Elphic, two pipers from the City of Wellington Pipe Band.
The Haggis Party was followed by delegations from six clans, the Gaelic Society and
the Shetland Society.

 

The Haggis Party. From left Eric Roy, Chris Auchinvole, Paul Hutchinson and Colin
King.

 

 

Angus McDonald, President of Clan Donald Wellington, carrying the 
Clan Donald Banner in the procession of delegates into the Grand Hall.

Paul Hutchinson gave a spirited if eccentric rendition of the Robbie Burns Ode to the
Haggis. The Haggis was then piped away to be made ready for supper.

 

Dr. Paul Hutchinson, centre, giving the Ode to the Haggis.

The delegates then gave a presentation for each of the clans. The addresses covered 
different aspects of the clans. Some covered clan origins, others their glorious past
and some had greetings from current clan chiefs.

 

Angelique MacDonald with Angus McDonald giving the address on Clan Donald.

At the conclusion of the clans addresses the assembly moved to the Legislative
Council Chamber to hear the addresses by Professor Peter Kuch and Professor Liam
McIlvanney. Professor Kuch, who is Director of the Centre for Irish and Scottish
Studies, spoke about its work and its collaboration with seven other universities that
provide opportunities to study the literature, history, film and theatre of Ireland over the
past two hundred years, and the history, literature and culture of Scotland and the
Scottish diaspora since the late seventeenth century.

 

Professor Liam McIlvanney and Professor Peter Kuch

Then there was a break, when the assembly was entertained by fifteen year old Liam
Elphic who danced the Seann Triubhas, accompanied on the pipes by his father. Liam
was ranked number 8 on the Scottish Board in 2012.

Liam Elphic about to dance the Seann Tuibhas

The address by Professor McIlvanney was particularly significant because of the
upcoming 2014 referendum on the independence of Scotland. He has an interesting
background having spent time as a speech writer for Alex Salmond the First Minister
of Scotland. He is also the Stuart Chair of Scottish Studies at the Centre for Irish and
Scottish Studies.

Professor McIlvanney’s address covered the historical background from the 1750’s till
today. How Scotland prospered in the early days from considerable autonomy, till
Thatcherism in the 1980’s, and the  more centrist policies from Westminster.  This
then created space for the Scottish Nationalist Party to become a major political force.
There is also lingering resentment north of the Tweed relating to North Sea oil
revenues, the amalgamation of Scottish Regiments and more latterly budget cuts,
which have contributed to significant support for Scottish independence. 

Professor McIlvanney pointed out that many of the “anti” arguments relating to the
strength or otherwise of the Scottish economy and high level of state dependence are
simply fallacious. He did highlight the growing international opposition to Scottish
independence from the White House and the French and Spanish governments within
the EU, who regard the Scottish independence movement as an unwelcome precedent
for their own Celtic break-away groups.

Although unwilling to make a prediction on the outcome of the October 2014
referendum, Professor McIlvanney was confident that the trend to greater autonomy
from Westminster for the Scottish Executive would continue. If there is not actual
independence, then the incorporating union of 1707 may, over time, come to look more
co-federal than it has at any time during its 306 year history.

As the speeches and questions ended the bells started calling the MPs back to the
house for the evening session. The pipers then led the whole assembly on a march
through the corridors of the Parliamentary complex to the Government Caucus room.
There the guests enjoyed a supper of haggis with traditional accompaniments and
some social drams accompanied with music supplied by the Celtic folk band
“Forthright”.

Angelique MacDonald and Angus McDonald, from Clan Donald, 
enjoy the entertainment during supper.
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