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THE DRONES & STICKS PIPE BAND

If there is one pipe band in Hawke’s Bay (on New Zealand’s East Coast) that
epitomises the community spirit of people, it would be the Drones & Sticks Pipe Band
from Napier.  In the 2011 year the band and its members played at 58 events
throughout the region, and as a very community focussed organisation, it is estimated
that in some years they perform for up to 20,000 people in Hawke’s Bay (which
includes Napier, Hastings, Taradale, Waipawa and Waipukurau).

The Drones & Sticks Pipe Band performing at a recent concert.

Not only do they entertain the public but are very active in teaching and encouraging
youngsters to participate.  At present band members assist the Napier Boys High
School pipe band with tuition and the boys are also members of the Drones & Sticks
Pipe Band.  Other youngsters are taught by individual members with regular classes
usually held on Saturday mornings or afternoons.  The youth component of their
activities is very important to the band.

Musical Director, Kerry Marshall playing the pipes with young Angus Wilton in 
the Clan Donald Pavilion, at the Lions Club Book Fair in Hastings.

The band also encourages older people to participate, and there are several members
of the band who have come back from retirement to take up the pipes again, or have
learnt later in life so they too can enjoy the world of pipes and pipe bands.

Each year the band travels to Whanganui, where they stage a concert for people from
local retirement villages, and then play at the Caledonian Society’s Ingleside.  They
visit other regions as well to share their passion for the pipes and Scottish culture.

The Leading Drummer, Rhyan Bourhill-Jane has created a very keen and vibrant group
of drummers.  Leadership of the pipers is in the hands of 64 year old veteran Kerry
Marshall, who was recently awarded the Queen’s Service Medal for his contribution to
pipe bands over many years.  With these and other leaders the band has forged a high
reputation for entertaining the public, and contributing to the community.

The Drum Corps of the Drones & Sticks Pipe Band. The Leading Drummer, 
Rhyan Bourhall-Jane, third from the left, received a sponsorship to the Pipe 
Band Summer School in Christchurch, from Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay.

Playing a mix of old favourites and newer melodies, the band has a concert repertoire
that will ensure people of all ages can enjoy their performances.  The band also has
members with dancing talents and skills with other instruments, so the concerts are
always varied.  Big or small groups can provide for any venue, be it a small rest home
or a larger hall.

Regular major parades in recent years have included:

Napier’s internationally renowned Art Deco Weekend – including the lunchtime
car parade and a Celtic concert at St Paul’s church
Anzac day –dawn service and several street parades
Hastings Blossom Parade
Napier, Taradale and Waipukurau Retailers’ Christmas events
HB Rugby Union games at McLean Park
Eastern Institute of Technology annual Graduation
Hastings Highland Games

In addition the band performs at school galas, church parades, and numerous private
functions by invitation.  Supporters’ Nights at the Taradale RSA attract a range of
people who enjoy the band’s music.

In 2008 the band travelled to NSW Australia as guest band at the Bundanoon is
Brigadoon Highland Festival (we were the first overseas band to appear at this event). 
In August 2012, a party of fifty playing members and supporters is travelling to
Australia to participate in the Highland Games at the Amulet Winery in Victoria, and to
visit and play in Melbourne.

The band was established in 1999 as a parading band, with a focus on supporting the
community through their musical and parading skills, and fostering piping and
drumming in Hawke’s Bay.

Since its inception it has grown into a very successful and well known organisation.

< Return to News Archive

http://clandonald.nz/news-past.html
http://clandonald.nz/contacts.html
http://clandonald.nz/links.html
http://clandonald.nz/tartan.html
http://clandonald.nz/newsletter-new.html
http://clandonald.nz/news.html
http://clandonald.nz/events.html
http://clandonald.nz/membership.html
http://clandonald.nz/clansepts.html
http://clandonald.nz/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Clan-Donald-Auckland-and-Districts-Society-Inc-332145040308076/timeline/
http://www.facebook.com/clandonaldnz

