April 2017
MACDONALD. MACDONALD OF SLEAT. MACDONALD OF CLANRANALD.
MACDONELL OF GLENGARRY. THE EARL OF ANTRIM

Editor’s report

The end of 2016 and early 2017 has been a busy time for the Clan Donald
societies across New Zealand. Our Website www.clandonald.nz has all the
news and photos from the various Highland Games such as Auckland, Waipu,
Hororata and Paeroa. Have a look at this
great site. There have also been other
activities such as the Turakina Highland
games, the longest running games in
New Zealand, and an important
secondary point of settlement for many
from of Clan Donald who arrived in New
Zealand in the mid to late 1800.
Preparation is well underway for the
Australasian Clan Donald conference
where we will have the pleasure of hosting our Aussie friend in Christchurch in
2018. The Christchurch-based Clan Donald members are doing a great job to
set this up for us all and it is a good time to acknowledge the work that is going
on behind the scenes. Also note in your diaries the date of the Clan Donald
New Zealand (CDNZ) AGM and gala Dinner (See poster below). CDNZ is the
umbrella organisation that supports the regional societies and encourages
closer ties between all Clan Donald members within New Zealand and
internationally.
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Lastly, this is a gentle reminder that this newsletter is for all Clan Donald
members and we welcome any article for publication as we would love to
share your stories and interests. We are also looking for book and film reviews
from our members and any family interest stories. If you have photos that you
would like to have included, please remember to add important information
and a brief blurb to support your images. I also ask that a wee story to support
any photos from events sent in will be most appreciated as I am not at all the
great events going on around the country.
Again, we have a great piece from our genealogist Heather who continues to
share her valuable insights and discoveries with Clan Donald members. Enjoy.

Auckland Highland Games:
19th November 2016.
The 41st Auckland Highland games were a wet affair but this did not prevent a
good turn-out. The pipers braved the weather and played in the rain for as
long as they could and the different stall holders enjoyed a steady stream of
visitors who likewise braved the weather. For the editor, some of the highlights
were the Viking and Celtic re-enactment groups and a more modern group
who were dressed in First and Second World War kit with a Scottish focus. The
Viking and Celtic re-enactors show an authentic detail to history and traditions
regarding the production of weapons, clothing and equipment. As different
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members spoke to the public I was delighted to hear the passing on of quality
knowledge.
As noted on the website report, the weather finally won out with stalls
packing up earlier than usual. All in all it was a good day and a fitting way to
celebrate the last games held at the Three Kings Domain.
We were also lucky to have the South Island commissioner attend these
games.
Waipu Highland Games

The Waipu region was for many Highland Scots the first point of contact in
New Zealand with various groups coming directly from Scotland and others
coming from the gold fields in Australia or from Nova Scotia in Canada. The
region
around
Waipu holds many
Highland
Scots
names and the early
schools
throughout this area
were
actually
Gaelic-speaking
institutions in the
first instance. Sadly,
English soon took
over as many Scots
saw the need to
speak the dominant
language of a
growing European
colony. It is no
surprise that Waipu
holds one of the
main events in the
Highland games
calendar and this
year’s games was
one of the first to be
held on a Sunday.
The games were a
hot and humid
affair after the
disaster of last
year
cancellation
due to rain. The
turn-out
was
spectacular with
Clan
Donald
attracting a huge High Commissioner, Alan MacDonald, SGT of Art
crowd with its usual
Murdock McDonald and reviewing the march from the
crowd-pleasing
haggis
ceremony.
Platform Leanette McDonald.
Tom
McDonald
gave
his
usual
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animated and brilliantly articulated ode
and we were again piped in by our good
friend from Clan Keith, David Harvey
(below).

Clan Donald was the host Clan this year
and
I
had the honour of leading the clans into
the grounds as part of the opening of
the games. We were honoured to have
Alan
MacDonald,
our
High
commissioner, join us for the games.
Another highlight was to have Clan
Donald member calling in to spend time
at the tent. Of particular note was Laurie Fear. Laurie continually support Clan
Donald and it is always nice to see him. Laurie has been a sword bearer several
times for the Clan march.

Turakina Highland Games
The Turakina Highland games were
another ripper this year with a good
turn-out and great work done by Patricia
and John. David and his lovely wife Hine
also maintained Clan Donald’s presence
at these games. Clan Donald also had
the pleasure of the two commissioners
from the North and South Islands, Tom
McDonald (and Lynette) and Elwyn
Martin. Again, the NZ Scots regiment
were out in force with their displays
attracting large crowds.
www.clandonald.nz
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You are cordially invited to the
20th Anniversary Dinner
of
Clan Donald Auckland and District Society Inc
To be held at Rutherford Room, Alexandra Park Raceway, Auckland
on 6 May 2017 commencing 6.00 pm for 6.30 pm
Four course banquet dinner.
Guest speaker is Murdock McDonald on the foundation of Clan Donald Auckland.
Entertainment

by Balmoral Dancers

and Auckland Grammar School Pipe Band.
Tickets $60 per person – payment by cheque or to account 12-3030-0531551-00
Please post cheques to Clan Donald Auckland, 83 Queen Street, Northcote 0627
RSVP before 26 April 2017 to phone 09 298 4802 or gparry@paradise.net.nz
............................................................................
Clan Donald 20th Anniversary Dinner
Yes, we wish to attend the dinner on 6 May 2017

Names of people attending

Payment by (method)
Internet banking reference
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Cook’s Corner

Cauliflower and Cheddar Cheese Soup

We love soup and with more and more varieties it's a food worth getting to grips with in the
kitchen. It's comforting to make and to eat. Especially with slices of freshly baked bread
slathered with good, unsalted butter. At Nairn's we seldom use stock, relying instead on
good technique to get the best flavours from the ingredients.
Use a ratio of approximately 25% onion to the vegetable ingredient. Cut the vegetables into
the smallest pieces. This reduces cooking time. Always add boiling water to the vegetables
as this reduces the time the soup is off the boil, and thus lose its freshness.
Once cooked, liquidise the soup and cool it. This keeps its quality and flavour. It's much
easier to make a big batch of soup. You can freeze it in handy portions. Reliquidise once it is
defrosted and reheated.
The soup is cooked once the vegetables are tender. Cooking times for different vegetables
are:
Broccoli - 10 minutes
Carrot - 45 minutes
Artichoke - 35 minutes
Cauliflower - 45 minutes
Mushroom - 45 minutes
Parsnip - 50 minutes
Pea - 3 minutes
Spinach - 5 minutes
Tomato - 20 minutes
Watercress - 2 minutes
Ingredients for Cauliflower and Cheese Soup (sufficient for four people):
1 medium onion
1 clove garlic
40g (1.5 ounces or one-third US stick) butter
1 large cauliflower
1 tablespoon grain mustard
900 ml boiling water
50 ml double cream
www.clandonald.nz
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50 g (2oz) grated cheddar cheese (ideally Scottish, Isle of Mull)
Fresh flat leaf parsley to garnish
Method:
Heat the butter in a large pan. Add the onion and the garlic and leave on a medium heat for
2 - 3 minutes, until they are soft and clear.
Whilst the onion and garlic are softening, chop the cauliflower as fine as possible. Add the
cauliflower into the onion mix then stir in the boiling water. Bring back to the boil. Reduce
the heat and simmer for 45 minutes. Stir the soup well and add the grain mustard and the
grated cheese. Adjust seasoning to taste.
Blend the soup with the cream in a liquidiser.
Garnish with a sprinkle of chopped parsley.

Scotch Collops

The word collop comes from the French "escalope" and is dish which has been cooked in
Scotland for a long time - this recipe is based on one which was published in the 18th
century.
Ingredients:
4 slices of veal escalopes
3 ounces (90g) butter
Half lemon peel, finely grated
3 tablespoons white wine
3 tablespoons chicken or veal stock
2 tablespoons cream
1 egg yolk
Pinch of ground mace
Salt and pepper to taste
A little seasoned flour
Method:
Trim off any fat and beat the escalopes, then roll them in seasoned flour.
Heat the butter in a pan and when it is foaming, brown the escalopes thoroughly on both
sides. Add the lemon rind and mace and pour the wine and stock over the escalopes and
simmer gently for about 20 minutes or until the meat is tender.
Put the veal onto a warmed dish. Beat the egg yolk with the cream and stir into the pan
juices. Reheat, stirring well - but do not re-boil. Pour over the veal and serve.
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Genealogist’s Corner.

Greetings Clans folks
I hope 2017 is everything you have planned it to be. Time seems to be moving along rather quickly
and we are already knocking on the door of Winter. Where summer went to is a mystery, we didn’t
realty seem to have too much of it here in Auckland …..
I was recently having a look through a Who Do You Think You Are Magazine and read an interesting
article about ScotlandsPlaces www.scotlandplaces.gov.uk . I took a quick pic of the page so I could
share it with you all. (Not to be confused with ScotlandsPeople www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk )

ScotlandPlaces offers online access to thousands of historic Records about Scottish places from
National Records of Scotland, National Library of Scotland & Historic Environment of Scotland.
What’s so special about ScotlandsPlaces website – IT’S FREE !!! There is now unlimited online
access to thousands of historic records following a decision to remove the paywall from the
www.clandonald.nz
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ScotlandsPlaces website. Launched in October 2009, researchers had to pay a subscription fee of
£15 per quarter but since 2013, a dedicated team of some 3,200 volunteers have worked tirelessly
on a daily basis to digitise and make all the records available. With all the digitisation now complete,
the three partners mentioned above have decided together that a subscription charge is no longer
needed to cover the costs. I am impressed with that…!!!

Resources
One type of records available are the Historical Tax Rolls, showing various charges that have been
imposed on Scottish ratepayers over the centuries. E.g. Poll Tax records 1694-1698, or Male and
Female Servants tax records covering 21years from 1777-1798. There are Horse taxes, Dog taxes,
Cart taxes, and even Window taxes, plus more. You may recall seeing old buildings with blocked in
Windows – this is the reason why – to reduce their tax liability by reducing the number of windows
(please see images below).
You can get these via - http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/resources
Another lot of records are the Ordnance Survey Name Books the images of the name book volumes
are provided as well the place names indexes for each county. These indexes list every place name
found on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey maps. Each place name links to both the corresponding
name book page as well as the map sheet where that place name may be found with the books
covering 32 counties.
There are the RCAHMS Archives (The Royal Commission on the ancient and Historical Monuments of
Scotland) which is responsible for recording, interpreting and collecting information about the built
and historic Monuments.
There are Burgh Registers, Official Reports, Gazetteers and Atlases. Also Hydrographic Surveys
and Archaeological and Architectural Sites, and Historical Maps and Plans
Window Tax Samples – Forfarshire (Angus) from April 1782 - 1798

This is the list of Sequence Page of the live links in the Angus Tax Rolls totalling 231 Pages. Each blue
number (with or without Page title) are live links. Click on the number and a digitized page opens as
per next sample – page 1.
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Page 1 – Lists Parish name, then lists the inhabitants and notes the number of windows in premises
and over to the right are a further two columns. The LH one is tax (Duty) payable on windows and
the RH one is tax (Duty) payable on Houses.
Window Taxes – Forfarshire (Angus) A Summary Page

On this Summary Page under the Rates column, there are 14 sub-columns ranging from Eleven
Windows to Twenty five and upwards. Second entry up from bottom is Dundee where my
ancestors lived and you can see nearly every column has a figure in it.
No doubt our ancestors complained bitterly about the amount of tax they had to pay, just the same
as we do.
Due to constraint of space, I have included only a few examples from the Window Tax so you have
an idea of what is available but if you want to put some more flesh on your ancestor’s information
this may help you increase it with more info about where they lived and died.
We would love to hear from any of our members who can share with us what you have found.
Stay safe and happy hunting. Till next time……………
www.clandonald.nz
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Alan MacDonald
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12 Keinan Avenue
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Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

CANTERBURY

TREASURER
Peter Mackie
P O Box 8446
Havelock North
Ph: (06) 8774766

SOUTHLAND

PATRON
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

AUCKLAND

HAWKES BAY

VICE PRESIDENT
Grant MacDonald
E: macsol@paradise.net.nz

NEW ZEALAND
Nth ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

C
CHAPLAIN
Diane Winder
E: diane@sephiraexperience.com
TREASURER
Geoff Parry
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Bruce McGechan
E: mcgechan@xtra.co.nz
CLAN HISTORIAN
Carl Bradley
E: c.m.bradley@massey.ac.nz

Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive
Broomfield, Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715 Mob: 0210 630 278
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

C
GENEALOGISTS
Heather MacDonald Higgins
Ph: (09) 627 2323
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz
Lynnette McDonald
Ph: (09) 238 8580
E: lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz
PATRON
Murdock S. McDonald (Sgt of
Arms)
Ph: (09) 298 4802
Fax: (09) 298 4832
E: murdock@clear.net .nz
COMMITTEE
Eileen Clark
Mary McIsaac
John Hawthorn
Andrew Wilkie

www.clandonald.nz

STH ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD

TER

R

COMMITTEE
Ian Bright
39 Cassidy St, Christchurch 7608
Ph: (03) 344 5459
Irvine Kinraid
3 Wynard Pl, Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 942 1600
Adrienne Pamment
12 Glencoe St, Christchurch 8053
Ph: (03) 348 4029
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield,
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
Ann Smith
109 Blankney Street
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 349 5517
Margaret Donald
2/117A Studholme Street,
Christchurch 8024.
Ph 03 331 6102

Page 12

