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Harold McIsaac
High Commissioner

Dear Clan Member,
Election fever is in the air and 
Clan members will be cheered 
by Alex Salmond leading the 
Scottish Nationalist Party 
(S.N.P.) to a majority of seats 
in the Edinburgh Parliament.  
Once being written off as 
a radical entrenched in 
historical perseveres “Wee 
Eok” is now being hailed 
as the savior of Scottish 
self determination.

Although anti-union, Salmond has never sold himself 
as anti-English.  He has a good relationship with the 
monarchy and has said that he would want the Queen 
to remain Head of State of an independent Scotland.  
He was invited to the Royal wedding.

Membership wise, the SNP is the fastest growing 
political party in Britain but whilst its objective is 
to win independence, Salmond is reported to be 
unlikely to try to drag the electorate with him.

On a personal note, Mary and I leave for Scotland 
later this month to attend the AGM of the Clan 
Donald Lands Trust and to attend meetings of 
Trustees and the Executive.  We will also join 
the Chiefs Tour which this year takes in Islay, 
Finlaggan, Oban, Staffa, Iona, Duart and Torosay 
Castles and back to Edinburgh.  

Whilst we are overseas my PA Alison will be 
available to handle Clan matters – 
Ph. (09) 4105530 x 201 (Bus.) 
or e-mail – alison@mcisaac.co.nz.

The Auckland Lairds dinner on the 14th May 
was a resounding success as you will see later 
in this news.  Entering the Scottish Masonic 
Centre Hall was like entering an “Aladdins” 
cave.  Apart from the Clans tartans and other 
memorabilia  on the walls, the tables with 
their many candles and formal dressings of 
seating for dinner was a wonder to behold.  
The maximum seating of 80 sold out rapidly 
and the Auckland Committee regrets that 
many missed out.  Full credit for 
the success must go to Noelene 
McSkimming and Eileen Clarke 
and they have the committees 
grateful thanks for promoting 
the idea and seeing it through to 
fulfillment.
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 Date: Saturday 14th May 2011

 Time: 6.00 for 6.30pm seating

 Venue: The Refectory

  Scottish Masonic Centre

  59 Grey Street

  Onehunga

Andrew Wilkie during hall set-up

Eileen Clark 
and Noelene 
McSkimming

Ian Alexander and 
Robyn Sutherland

Pat and Doug 
McIsaac



Jenny Gosse 
and Ian 
Alexander

Diane Winder and 
Bruce McGechan

Lynnette McDonald and 
Marlene Mathews

Harold McIsaac with 
Lee MacDonald and 
Mary McIsaac

Barrie and Robin 
MacCuish

Gordon 
and Cheryl 
Lamont

Laurie and 
Marlene 
Mathews

Allan 
MacDonald 
and Alan 
Ferguson

Andrew Wilkie and 
Neil McDonald

Pat Wilkie 
and Heather 

Higgins

Jeanette 
McFarland

Diane and Jon Winder 
with Harold McIsaac

Margaret and 
Geoff Parry
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Harold with the Cromack he 
was successful in bidding for 
in the Clan Donald Society 
of the Highlands & Islands 
fundraising tender.

Top Row: Allan MacDonald, Lynette McDonald, Christine Martin, Carl Bradley, Elwyn Martin, Kathryn 
    MacDonald, Murdock McDonald
Middle Row: Margaret Donald, Tom McDonald, Angelique MacDonald
Front: David McDonald, Ann Smith, Alan MacDonald, Harold McIsaac, Grant MacDonald, Bruce McGechan

Angelique MacDonald 
sang a bracket of 
songs from Scotland, 
both after the meeting 
and again during 
dinner, some in 
Gaelic. 

ROBERT BURNS: Scotland’s most 
famous poet.

Staff at a castle in Scotland have 
discovered a rare letter including the 
first draft of a poem by Robert Burns 
222 years after he posted it.

The letter - which includes a draft of 
On Seeing a Wounded Hare - surfaced 
at Floors Castle in the Scottish borders 
on the eve of celebrations marking the 
birth of Scotland’s national bard on 
January 25, 1759.

The letter, dated May 13, 1789, was 
addressed to James Gregory, then head 
of Edinburgh University’s medical 
school. It was spotted by a member of 
the castle staff in an album that had 
come into the possession of the then 6th 
Duke of Roxburghe.

The poet sent the letter from Ellisdale, 
his farm near Dumfries in southwest 
Scotland, and enclosed an early version 
of his poem on the wounded hare. Burns 
expressed his gratitude to Gregory for 
his support and invited his comments 
and criticism, asking him to “mark 
faulty lines with your pencil”.

The published poem, On Seeing a 
Wounded Hare, first printed in 1793, 
curses the hunter who had shot an animal 
which limped past Burns in a field:

“Inhuman man! Curse on thy barbarous 
art,  And blasted be thy murder-aiming 
eye? “

The current 10th Duke of Roxburghe 
sought expert advice on the letter’s 
authenticity.

It was verified by Iain Gordon Brown, 
principal curator of manuscripts at 
the National Museum of Scotland in 
Edinburgh, David Purdie, editor-in-
chief of the Burns Encyclopaedia, and 
Gerard Carruthers, director of the centre 
for Robert Burns Studies at Glasgow 
University.

Brown told Reuters that Gregory had 
probably passed on the letter to a friend, 
poet and noted London hostess Mrs John 
Hunter, wife of an eminent surgeon and 
anatomist, and it had likely come into 
the Duke’s possession from her family.

Purdie said unpublished letters by Burns 
were extremely rare.

“This example is doubly interesting as 
it not only displays the evolution of 
one of his poems, The Wounded Hare, 
but, in Burns and Gregory, it brings 
together major figures of both the 
literary and scientific components of the 
Enlightenment,” he said.

(Internet today)

Clann Dhomhnaill Association NZ Inc – Annual General Meeting 21 May 2011

Cromack Comes 
Down Under

Robert Burns draft found 
222-years later
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Pat MacDonald, Alf MacDonald, 
Bruce Parker, Allan MacDonald, 

Ruth Parker.

David McDonald, Bruce Parker, 
John Nugent, Peter Mackie, 
Allan MacDonald.

Allan MacDonald, Peter Mackie, 
Bruce Parker, John Nugent, Lee 

MacDonald, David McDonald.

DELIGHT: National Party leader Alex Salmond after his party’s victory in the Scottish Parliament.        AP

“The Scottish
National Party
won this election
because Scotland
wants to travel in
hope and to aim
high.” Alex Salmond

SNP singing Scots Wha Hae
Nationalists want more power for the Scottish Parliament
and to cut the ties that bind their country to London.

Scotland

SCOTLAND MOVED 
closer to a vote on independence 
after the party of nationalist 
leader Alex Salmond secured a 
historic majority in elections for 
the Edinburgh Parliament.

In the first overall majority 
for any party since the Parliament 
opened in 1999, the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) battered 
the once dominant Labour Party 
to win 69 seats in the devolved 
129-seat Holyrood Assembly.

First Minister-elect Salmond 
pledged to hold a referendum on 
Scottish independence within the 
.next four years, something he 
could not deliver in his first term 
as the SNP were outnumbered 
by unionists.

“Just as the people have 
bestowed trust in us, we must 
trust the people as well, and 
that is why in this term of 
the Parliament we shall bring 
forward a referendum and trust 
the people with Scotland’s own 
constitutional future,” he said in 
a speech after winning his own 
seat in the Assembly.

He later flew into Edinburgh 
by helicopter and delivered 
a rousing victory speech. “I 
believe the Scottish National 

Iain Gray, the leader of 
the Scottish Labour Party, 
announced that be would step 
down within six months.

Nearly two million people 
cast their ballots. Commentators 
said the SNP’s change in 
fortunes was unlikely to be due 
to any upsurge in support for 
Scottish independence, which 

Party won this election because 
Scotland wants to travel in hope 
and to aim high,” be said,

The SNP leader also vowed 
to increase the powers of the 
Scottish Parliament, which 
already decides on matters 
such as education, health, the 
environment and justice.

Key areas including foreign 
affairs and defence are still 
controlled by the British 
Government in London.

“We will take that mandate 
and that trust forward. We will 
take it forward to increase the 
powers of our Parliament,” 
Salmond said, calling for 
extended borrowing powers and 
the right to set Scotland’s own 
corporation tax.

The election was held 
alongside polls for the devolved 
national Assemblies of Wales 
and Northern Ireland, as well 
as local elections in England 

and a referendum on changing 
Britain’s voting system.

In London, British Prime 
Minister David Cameron 
congratulated Salmond on 
the “emphatic’” win but said 
he “passionately believed” in 
keeping the United Kingdom 
together.

“On the issue of the United 
Kingdom, if they want to hold 
a referendum, I will campaign 
to keep our United Kingdom 
together with every single fibre 
I have,” Cameron said.

The Scottish result was a 
major turnaround, given that 
just two months ago opinion 
polls suggested that the SNP was 
likely to be turfed from power 
by the resurgent Labour Party, 
the main opposition group in 
Scotland. 

Salmond has headed a 
minority administration since 
2007 when the SNP took power 
for the first time in Scotland, 
ousting Labour who had been in 
office in coalition Governments 
since 1999.

With the arrival of a coalition 
in London last year of the Liberal 
Democrats and Conservatives 
– the third party in Scotland – 
Labour had counted on winning 
back power north of the border 
and the polls pointed that way.

surveys suggest does not have 
overwhelming public backing.

Instead, they said, it was down 
to the SNP’s perceived ability to 
stand up for Scotland against 
deep spending cuts the coalition 
in London has introduced, plus 
Labour’s lacklustre campaign.

Scottish newspapers were 
taken aback by the scale of the 

victory and heaped praise on 
Salmond, the Scotsman daily 
hailing him as “the history 
man”.

The Daily Record tabloid 
pictured a grinning Salmond on 
its front page under the headline: 
“It’s my party ... and I’ll cry 
freedom if I want to.” 

–AFP

SUNDAY INSIGHT HERALD ON SUNDAY MAY 8, 2011

A most enjoyable and well attended 
Clan Donald dinner was reward for 
all those attending

Recent activity 
from Clan Donald 

Hawkes Bay



Canterbury events:
  Themed Dinner
Saturday 11th June 2011
Themed dinner “Old MacDonald Had 
A Farm” to be held at Helen Ring’s 
home at 12 Sentinel Place. Wear your 
“Down on the Farm” clothes or come 
as your “Favourite Farm Animal”! 

  20th Anniversary Dinner
Saturday 16th July 2011
Formal dinner to be held at the Hornby 
Club to celebrate our 20th Anniversary.

  Branch Meeting
Sunday 4th September 2011
Venue to be finalised.
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Dougie Brownlie
Heather Gilmore

Irene Bawden 
Eddie & Diane McCoy
Peggy & Jim Gilmore

Report from Clan Donald 
Canterbury

Clan Donald 
Welcome To

New Members 
Canterbury

Clan Donald Canterbury Garden Tour

Kia ora ladies & gentlemen
Kia ora from New Zealand

It is of great significance for me to be 
here today as my gr gr gr grandfather 
Donald Macdonald stood with the 
Glencoe men on that fateful day in 
1746.  Although he was considered to 
be too young to join the rising of 1745 
he ran away from home in Glencoe and 
joined the Glencoe men on their march 
into England.

After Culloden he returned to Glencoe 
travelling as a family record says “60 
miles as the crow flies”.  He left soon 
after for France but returned to Scotland 
after a few years and took up farming at 

Achnalea near Strontian. He was also 
at Drimintorran a property his son, also 
Donald, farmed until he left for New 
Zealand in 1840.

The commemoration of Culloden 
always seems to me to be similar to 
our commemoration of Anzac day each 
year.  Actually we lost that battle too but 

Culloden Remembered
Speech by Colin MacDonald

and are using portable or chemical 
toilets, one family has lost their home, 
another has lost his job, damage to 
homes is wide spread with repair work 
being in the range of between $2000 
– excess of $300,000. Add to this the 
conditions of the roads, the traffic grid 
lock, loss of supermarkets and service 
stations in the worst hit side of town 
and the loss of our heritage buildings. 
We have stayed in touch by email and 
the use of our telephone tree. Members 
report that this has been a great source 
of support for them.

Our twenty year celebration to be held 
in July provides a focus point over the 
next couple of months for us all.

Due to the inclement weather 
the garden tour was postponed, 
however the  BBQ continued at the 
home of Val and Ian Bright. A tour 
of their new garden was undertaken 
by a few who braved the showers.  
It was great to welcome two new 
members. They had seen our banner 
at the Scottish Cultural Festival held in 
Riccarton House grounds in February 
and decided to join us.

The gathering provided the opportunity 
to exchange stories on how we are 
all coping with the earthquake, the 
aftershocks, damage to our homes and 
life as we now know it. Some of our 
members have lost their sewer system 

Speech given by Colin MacDonald (member 
Clan Donald Canterbury), invited to speak at the 
Culloden Commemoration on 16 April 2011

it has been suggested and is probably 
true that on the 25th April 1915, New 
Zealand attained true nationhood.

My wife Doreen and I have been 
so impressed with the wonderful 
development at Culloden. Our first visit 
was in 1979 back again in 1986, 1995 
and 2009.  To both of us our Scottish 
ancestry gives us a great love of Scotland 
and it’s people.  In fact when we cross 
the border from England we feel we are 
coming home.

Thank you for inviting Doreen and I to 
be present today and our sincere thanks 
to Lois Macdonell for her hospitality. 

A great day was had by all judging by all the smiles!



Lewis A. Turrell MBE
30.4.1935 – 21.4.2011

Lewis Turrell, the first non-Scottish 
winner of a Highland Society of London 
Gold Medal, died on April 21, 2011, 
after a lengthy fight with lung cancer, 
at home in Auckland, New Zealand 
with his family at his side.   Described 
as "a giant" on the New Zealand scene, 
Turrell was known for his prodigious 

AUCKLAND AND DISTRICTS SOCIETY INC.

page 7

Auckland events:

OBITUARY work with pipe bands, particularly the 
Grade 1 City of Invercargill, a dominant 
force for many years in the 1960s and 
'70s on the antipodean circuit, and also 
in Scotland, where the band travelled 
to compete.   Turrell committed much 
of his later years to teaching, with 
many prominent pipers at some point 
learning under his wing. He was also a 
frequent and well regarded adjudicator 
at competitions in New Zealand and 
Australia. For many years he was the 
owner and proprietor of Lewis Turrell's 
House of Scotland, a business that grew 
to be one of the major retailers of piping 
and drumming merchandise.   Although 
he won the Gold Medal at the Northern 
Meeting in 1958 with the somewhat 
obscure piobaireachd "The Rout of the 
MacPhees," Turrell was not a regular 
solo competitor, preferring to focus on 
pipe bands. His winning of the medal 
was reportedly something of a surprise 
to him.   Turrell travelled from New 
Zealand to Scotland in 1958 by ship, a 
journey that lasted some six weeks. He 
received instruction in piobaireachd 
from the legendary Pipe-Major Donald 
MacLeod, who suggested that he enter 
for the Gold Medal. Turrell contended 
that he never seriously expected to 
even get a mention, but ultimately was 
announced as the winner. The following 

week he won the Piobaireachd event at 
the Royal Braemar Highland Gathering, 
and reportedly never competed in solo 
competitions again.   He said that when 
he won the Gold Medal neither he nor 
anyone else were conscious of the fact 
that he was the first non-Scot to gain 
the prize. It wasn't until Braemar when 
someone pointed out his feat to him, 
indicating perhaps that nationalism 
was a different mindset then.   One 
antipodean piper described Lewis 
Turrell's passing as "the end of an era."  

Model of Invergarry Castle made by Peter 
Middleton (aged in his 80s) of Craigard House, 
Invergarry. It is on display in the Heritage 
Centre at Invergarry and the scale is 1:76.

Recent note from Ranald 
MacDonell of Glengarry

Scottish Clans Association 
– Auckland District Inc.

Annual Tartan Day 
Celebration
Saturday 25th June 2011
Greyfriars Church Hall, 
544 Mt. Eden Road, Auckland.
Commencing at 11.30 am to receive 
Clan Representatives. Event starts at 
11.45 am with President’s Welcome 
followed by Tartan Day Address, 
Haggis Ceremony, Luncheon and 
Ceilidh programme with a 3 pm 
finish

Newsletter deadlines for 2011
The editor welcomes your input to the newsletter, be it an article, a 
letter or photographs.  Communications should be to the Secretary’s 
work place by e-mail  Harold McIsaac harold@mcisaac.co.nz 
Publication dates for 2011 are:
1st September – deadline for contributions 19th August
1st December  – deadline for contributions 18th November

NEWSLETTER

CLAN DONALD NZ NEWS 
EDITOR

Mark Green

34 Merivale Ave,
Epsom, Auckland 1023
Ph:  (09) 630 5989
E: markgreen@orcon.net.nz

(from Pipes & Drums magazine).

Scottish Clans Association 
– Auckland District Inc.

Annual Church Parade & 
Kirkin O’ the Tartan
Sunday 26th June 2011
St. Andrews First Presbyterian Church, 
Cnr. Altern & Symonds Streets, 
Auckland City.
Banner Bearers muster at 9.30 am. 
Church Service commences at 10.00 
am. Morning Tea after the Service in 
the Church Hall.  
All Welcome
Enquiries: Murdock McDonald 
    Ph: 09-298 4802
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SPECIAL FEATURE

with

GENEALOGIST  Heather MacDonald Higgins

GENE CORNER
Greetings Clansfolk,  it hardly seems 
like we are nearly half way through 
the year already and another winter 
is almost upon us, doesn’t time fly 
by………

Scotland’s 1911 Census – 
Well, we have six weeks under our belts 
already since Scotland’s 1911 Census 
came online and I was probably only one 
among thousands of other researchers who 
jumped on there on opening day hoping to 
strike gold.  

Our paternal MacDonald ancestors arrived 
in NZ in Nov 1841 so I couldn’t search 
for them as we didn’t 
know any other family 
members so I tried it out 
on my maternal line. 

My search covered my 
maternal grandfather’s 
Aunts and Uncles 
living in Dundee.  My 
grandfather, great uncle 
and ggrandmother had 
all emigrated to NZ in 
1903 after my  gggm 
had passed away the 
previous November 
so I knew I couldn’t 
search for them either.  
I checked out a younger 
brother of my ggm and as luck would 
have it I hit the jackpot on the first go.  
Not only did I get my gguncle George 
Greig  and his wife Ann, their son William 
and daughter Jane, but I also got a new 
addition to the family, 5 month old Ann 
Jnr.  Next search was my gguncle William 
Greig an older sibling to George and my 
ggm Barbara Greig, but after three wrong 
William’s I thought it best to think about it 
another way.  I knew in 1905 William had 
remarried after his first wife passed away 
so I tried searching for the 2nd wife’s name 
unsuccessfully, then I tried William’s 
daughters with no success there either.  I 
found out a couple of years ago that his 
2nd wife and his youngest daughter Minnie 
emigrated to NZ in 1924 after William’s 

death so perhaps they might have been 
holidaying in NZ around 1911 and I might 
find them on the NZ Electoral Roll instead, 
or possibly they might be transcribed 
wrong.  William died in Dundee 1923 in 
the same place he had lived for years so 
if they didn’t come down to NZ in 1911 
then I have to do a bit of lateral thinking 
to try and find them.  Just found out about 
the 1911 Census Street Indexes (see the 
article below )so will check them out to 
see what may have changed. 

That was my first attempt at searching the 
1911 Scotland Census, has anyone else 
got any results to share?   We would love 
to hear about them.

Just received via Chris Paton Scottish 
GENES (GEnealogy News and EventS)  
http://scottishancestry.blogspot.com/

1911 census street indexes

Posted: 28 April 2011 04:51 AM PDT

From the Scotlands People Cen-
tre in Edinburgh (www.scot-
l a n d s p e o p l e h u b . g o v . u k ) : 
We are pleased to tell you that custom-
ers can now readily search the 1911 
street index by selecting these docu-
ments from the search screen. You sim-
ply need to select the ‘1911 street index’ 
and then the town or city. Unfortunately 
these records do not cover every street 
that existed in 1911 but they do cover 
a large number of towns and cities.  

These documents will help you browse 
through the 1911 census records be-
cause they provide details of the regis-
tration district and enumeration district 
number that cover that particular street. 
For customers who are not at the Centre, 
these records can also be accessed at the 
link below.

http://www.scotlandspeoplehub.gov.uk/
research/1911-census.html

I had a quick look using the link 
immediately above.  Notice the extra 
word ‘hub’ in the URL.  I had originally 
gone into the normal website and couldn’t 
find it.   This link takes you there without 
having to sign into anything. When the 
link opens, just scroll down the page until 
you get to the Street Index then click on 
the County name which opens a pdf listing 
the Street Names.    I tried searching for 
a place within the pdf but it kept saying  
that no records could be found although 
I did select a name I could see on the 
page. In the end I just scrolled through 
the pages.    I did find some streets which 

were familiar so it might 
help me find my William 
Greig and family.  You 
might find it helpful.

Do you have any 
Irish Research?
Did you know that nearly 
25% of all Irish emigrants 
settled in Australia, and 
between 1841 and March 
1851, 300,000 went to 
Australia, many as settlers 
or convicts although they 
did go to other countries.  
Millions fled Ireland for 

different reasons with the most well known 
one being the “Irish Potato Famine”, a 
period of mass starvation, disease and 
emigration between 1845 and 1852.
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On 5th May 2011 FindMyPast launched 
their Irish website.   Follow the link 
below for some info:  http://www.
g o u l d g e n e a l o g y . c o m / 2 011 / 0 5 /
findmypast-ireland-launches/  or you 
can go straight to the FindMyPast Irish 
website: www.findmypast.ie to check it 
out.  

Currently there are over 4 million 
records available on the website with 
this expected to grow to 50 million 
over the next 12-18 months.   You can 
register for a free trial, then if you decide 
to subscribe, you can take out either  the 
6mth or 12mths subscription option or 
you can select the PayAsYouGo credits,  
payable in Euros (€) only, which is the 
Irish currency.  A 12mth Subscription of 
€59.95 converts to NZ$110.75 but will 
of course depend on the exchange rate at 
the time of payment.

Have a look and see if there is anything 
of interest for you.

Staying in the UK, there is a website 
which has been operating since July 
2008 called Deceased Online https://
www.deceasedonline.com.  Deceased 
Online is the first central database of 
statutory burial and cremation registers 
for the UK and Republic of Ireland.   
They are continually adding data from 
all over the UK and Ireland as new burial 
authorities and crematoria join.   For 
further information to see what areas 
are covered go down to the bottom of the 
page and click on the link “Participating 
cemeteries and crematoria” http://
tinyurl.com/3eI35I3  for a full list of 
what is available to date in Scotland.

Since February 2011 Scottish 
Monumental Inscriptions have been 
coming online, currently there is Fife, 
Inverness & Perthshire.  Clicking on 
one of these headings will take you to 
the Scope of Published Data which lists 
the specific cemeteries where collections 
contain photographs of headstones 
showing inscriptions, together with 
transcripts of the inscriptions which are 
searchable by name and date.  

You can register to receive an email for 
when new records become available and 
you can search free but to save anything 
you need to be registered and purchase 
credits.  Currently their only option is 
‘Pay per View’ ranging from 30 credits 
for £3.00 to 1000 credits for £87.50 but 
in time will offer a Subscription basis.  

Until next time…

Culloden 
Commemoration
16 April 2011

Colin, Doreen, 
Lois MacDonell, 
Carolyn 
and Ranald 
MacDonell of 
Glengarry
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A forgotten hero of the battle of Queenston Heights,
and the War of 1812, is John Macdonell of Greenfield.  As 
referenced by Stan Rogers in a song, few remember his exploits.  
John Sandfield Macdonald, later the 1st Premier of Ontario, was 
the 1st child born after the battle and was christened John Brock 
Macdonald in honour of the two leaders that fell in that battle.  
Before I highlight the reasons for the fame gained in his short life, 
I should mention a bit of the families background.

Born in Greenfield, Scotland in 1785, the 2nd youngest son of 
Alexander Macdonell of Greenfield and his wife Janet Macdonell 
of Aberchalder (daughter of Alexander Macdonell of Aberchalder, 
brother to John Macdonell of the wadset of Leek, and Allan 
Macdonell of Collachie), he was one of ten children.

His father Alexander followed his wife’s family to Glengarry 
County in 1792, his wife having died after the birth of son Donald 
in 1788, leaving him with this large family.

Described by a Scottish authoress, Mrs. Grant of Laggan, the father 
Alexander is described as the epitomy of a highlander.  She wrote 
“A few lingering instances of the old superior Highland dress 
continued to be seen as late as the end of the last century.  One 
of its latest examples being afforded by Macdonell of Greenfield 
‘Ceann Tighe’ of a cadet house of thee Glengarry family, who 
in the latter part of last century was celebrated for his handsome 
person, courtly dress, his exploits as a deerstalker and general 
character as a model of the Highland gentlemen living in his time.  
He is described as dressed invariably in the Highland garb—a short 
round ‘cota goirid’, a bonnet plumed with a tuft of ostrich feathers, 
belted plaid worn over the trews.”

So John arrived in Glengarry at the age of 7.   At first the family 
resided with Alexander Macdonell of Aberchalder, the mother’s 
father, but eventually settled at what was to be called Greenfield, 
in memory of their Scottish home.

John’s uncles, John and Hugh of Aberchalder had risen to 
prominence in the political and military network of early Canada.

John of Greenfield spent his boyhood days at Greenfield, and then 
attended Strachan’s school in Cornwall until he was about eighteen 
years of age.

An older cousin, Alexander Macdonell of Collachie, was a 
frequent visitor at Greenfield, and was very interested in John.  
This Alexander, son of Allan of Collachie, eventually brought John 
of Greenfield to York, where he was admitted as a student at law, 
April 6, 1803, and called to the bar at the easter term 1808.  His 
career was short but brilliant.  He rose rapidly in his profession and 
at the age of 27, had become acting attorney general the province 
of Canada on Nov. 28, 1811.

Perhaps jealousy caused Dr. William Warren Baldwin, to feel 
insult and challenge young John to a duel.  Baldwin wrote his 
will that day then met Greenfield at the chosen field.  Greenfield 
attended but refused to raise his arm and pistol when the time 
came.  On Greenfield’s second telling Baldwin that Greenfield 
intended only to receive Baldwin’s fire and would not shoot, 
Baldwin took this as an apology and the matter was resolved.

By 1812, Isaac Brock, Administrator and British Army Officer 
had been promoted to Major-General, and in his hands was placed 
the protection of Canada.  When the Americans began to incite 
along the borders, Brock moved to defend. John Macdonell of 
Greenfield was appointed one of his two Aid-de-Camp.

Their first battle was preemptive and resulted in the taking of 
Detroit and a vast American territory.  Isaac Brock strategically 
had his small force march around Fort Detroit, then turn their 
coats inside out to march again, making their force look more 
numerous to the Americans.  The Indians accompanying him 
made as much noise as possible.  Brock sent a message to the 
Fort that if there was not a surrender, he might be unable to 
prevent a massacre.  John Macdonell received the sword when 
the commander of the fort surrendered.  There were actually only 
about 1030 men with Brock, against more than 2500 men at the 
fort.  Thirty three pieces of cannon were captured. 

Brock wrote in a letter dated August 30, 1812 to Lord Liverpool: 
My Lord:  the very important services which I have derived from 
John Macdonell, esq., both in his civil and military capacity, 
since my assuming the administration of the government of this 
province, induces me earnestly to entreat your lordship to move 
his Right Royal Highness, the Prince Regent, to be graciously 
pleased to confirm his appointment to the office of His Majesty’s 
Attorney-General, in which Lieutenant Governor Gore, upon his 
departure, nominated him to act. 

Until Brock began the return trip to Canada he was not aware 
that the Governor, Sir George Prevost had signed an armistice 
with the American Col. Dearborn a week before Detroit was 
taken!  The armistice was a mistake as it allowed the Americans 

A Forgotten Hero
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Castle Tioram Finlaggan Councillor, Clan Donald 
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A Wee Scottish Tale....
A man is cupping his hand to 
scoop water from a Highland 
burn.  A Gamekeeper shouts -

“Dinnae drink tha waater! Et's 
foo ae coo's sheet an pish!”   

The man replies,  “My Good 
fellow, I'm from England. 
Could you repeat that in 
English for me.”   

The keeper replies -  
'I said, use two hands - you 
spill less that way!!!

From $295 to $550

Tartan Skirts

time to arm and organize and it was not long before there was new 
trouble at the border. 

The Canadians and British adhering to the terms of the Armistace, 
were taken by surprise by the American attack at Queenston Heights. 
This was October 13, 1812.  Brock hearing heavy gunfire immediately 
mounted his horse and galloped towards Queenston, receiving a 
dispatch enroute which painted a grave picture.  He stopped at the 
house of Capt. John Powell, father of John Macdonell’s fiancée Mary 
Boyles Powell, where Brock’s own fiancée, Sophia Shaw was a visitor. 
Sophia brought him a coffee which he drank without dismounting, then 
spurring his horse on “he rode away to death and distinction tenderly 
waving a broken good-bye to the sad eyed woman at the porch”.   
Brock met by Lt. Jarvis, a young twenty year old officer who served 
through many of the 1812 battles.  The Jarvis family is associated 
with Cornwall as well as Toronto.   Jarvis was told to proceed to Fort 
George and order up the reserves, and the Indians to aid in Canada’s 
defence.  Jarvis had not travelled far before he met John Macdonell, 
riding hard to catch up with Brock, relaying the orders to John.

Then Brock joined the Battle of Queenston Heights. 

Brock had fallen and when the news reached John Macdonell who 
had gathered a force of 190 men and was a few miles away, he hurried 
his men to the scene of action.  By the time he arrived 500 Americans 
had taken the Heights.  With his small force, John Macdonell rushed 
up the hill, while musketry poured down.  At this time officers wore 
a distinctive uniform and attracted marksmen, and John Macdonell 
was soon shot and dying.  Removed from the field by two friends that 
miraculously survived the effort, John Macdonell lived a further 24 
hours continually lamenting the death of his Chief.

The battle was won but the hearts of the heroic victors were heavy 
with the loss of their two beloved leaders.

It was fitting that this brave young highlander, twenty-five years old 
at his death, should repose in death by the side of the hero he loved 
so well.

Brock had asked to be buried in the York Battery (the garrison) and 
they were both buried there on the 17th of October, 1812.

They were moved to a monument built at Queenston Heights in 1824. 
This monument was destroyed in 1840 by “an American miscreant” 
and they were reinterred together in 1853 when a replacement 
monument was built. 

The source for this article is a 36 page address given to the U.E.L. 
Association in 1924 and credit is given to, A. McLean Macdonell for 
‘A Sketch of the Ancestry, Life and Death of Lieutenant Colonel John 
Macdonell’

A few years ago some items referenced in the Will of a cousin of his, 
John A. Macdonell (Greenfield), lawyer in Alexandria for many years, 
were donated to the Norwester‘s and Loyalist Museum, a ceremony 
I was pleased to attend. One of the items was a silhouette of John A. 
Macdonell (Greenfield).
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AUCKLAND

PRESIDENT

Andrew Wilkie
36 Kiwi Road, 
Point Chevalier 1022
Ph: (09) 846 6748 
E: iridium@ihug.co.nz 

VICE PRESIDENT

Diane Winder
E:  macsol@paradise.net.nz

SECRETARY
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120.  
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

WELLINGTON

PRESIDENT

Angus D. McDonald
P.O. Box 3, Waikanae 5250
Ph:  (04) 905 5671
Mobile:  0274 389 473
E:  mcdonald2@clear.net.nz

VICE PRESIDENT

Grant MacDonald
E:  macsol@paradise.net.nz

SECRETARY
Kathryn MacDonald
E:  macsol@paradise.net.nz

HAWKES BAY

PRESIDENT

David McDonald
PO Box 35,
Hastings 4156
Ph:  (06) 877 7730
E:  david@mcdonaldbrummer.co.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER

Jill Macdonald
PO Box 35,
Hastings 4156
Ph: (06) 878 7935
E: houseofmacdonald@xtra.co.nz

PRESIDENT

Steven Hayes
2119 Chaslands Highway
RD1
Tokanui 9884
Ph: (03) 246 8446
E: hayzerfamily@farmside.co.nz

SOUTHLAND

SECRETARY / TREASURER

Elma McDonald
700 Tweed Street, Invercargill
Ph: (03) 216 1560

OTAGO

PATRON
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

PRESIDENT
Wendy Hellyer
24 Springfield Road, Milton
Ph: (03) 417 8824 
E: wendy.hellyer@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER

Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue, Milton
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

CANTERBURY

PRESIDENT

Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale, 
Christchurch 8014
Ph: (03) 356 0588
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER

Margaret Donald
2/117A Studholme Street, 
Christchurch
Ph: (03) 331 6102
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz

PRESIDENT

Grant MacDonald
Wellington
E: macsol@paradise.net.nz

VICE PRESIDENT

Alan MacDonald
Canterbury
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY

Harold McIsaac
Auckland
E: harold@mcisaac.co.nz

TREASURER

Alison Williams
Auckland
E: alison@mcisaac.co.nz

Clann Dhomhnaill Association of NZ Incorporated

NEW ZEALANDCD Warrant Holders

AUCKLAND

PATRON

Allan MacDonald of Vallay
•  Trustee CD Lands Trust
•  Finlaggan Counsellor 

P.O. Box 628, Orewa 0946.
205 Pukapuka Road, 
RD3 Warkworth 0983.
Ph: (09) 4220 824  
Fax: (09)4220 498
E: allan@csinz.co.nz

IMMEDIATE 
PAST PRESIDENT

Harold McIsaac
•  Trustee CD Lands Trust

P.O. Box 65021, Mairangi Bay 
Ph: (09) 410 5540 (Res) 
Ph: (09) 414 4530 (Bus)
E: harold@mcisaac.co.nz

Please feel free to call any of the above to pass 
on any comments or for information about Clan 
Donald - Auckland activities.

Committee meets first Sunday of the month.

All correspondence to Clan Donald Auckland 
should be addressed as follows:-
The Secretary
 Clan Donald Auckland & Districts Society Inc.
 P. O. Box 96-234 Balmoral, Auckland 1342

COMMITTEE
 Murdock S. McDonald 
 52 Cargill Street, Papakura  2110
 Ph: (09) 298 4802 
 Fax: (09) 298 4832 
 E: murdock@clear.net.nz

 Bruce McGechan
 5 Downer Street, Helensville 0800
 Ph: (09) 420 7602 
 Mobile: 0274 576 580
 E: mcgechan@xtra.co.nz 

Eileen Clark   
Doug & Pat McIsaac
Mary McIsaac
Noelene McSkimming

AUCKLAND

SOUTHLAND

CANTERBURY

WELLINGTON

OTAGO

HAWKES BAY

HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR CLAN DONALD IN NZ

Harold McIsaac

P.O. Box 65021, Mairangi Bay 
Ph: (09) 410 5540 (Res) 
Ph: (09) 414 4530 (Bus)
E: harold@mcisaac.co.nz

SOUTH ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD

Elwyn Martin

26 Frye Crescent, Albert Town, Wanaka
P.O.Box 60, Albert Town 9344, Wanaka
Ph: Home (03) 443 4440
Mob: 0210 630 278  E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

Allan MacDonald of Vallay

P.O. Box 628, Orewa 0946
Auckland
Ph: (09) 4220 824  
E: allan@csinz.co.nz

Bill McDonald

12 Keinan Avenue, 
Milton
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

FINLAGGAN 
COUNSELLORS

VICE PRESIDENT
& CHAPLAIN

Rev. Barrie MacCuish    
Unit 4, 45 Tamaki Dr,
Mission Bay
Ph: (09) 521 8983
E: maccuish@clear.net.nz 

GENEALOGISTS 

Heather MacDonald Higgins 
29 Boyce Ave, Mt Roskill
Ph: (09) 627 2323 
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz 

 Lynnette McDonald 
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120.  
Ph: (09) 238 8580 
E: lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz 

TREASURER
Alison Williams 
 P.O. Box 65021, Mairangi Bay 
 Ph: (09) 414 4530 (Bus) 
 E: alison@mcisaac.co.nz 

CLAN HISTORIAN
Carl Bradley 
 110 Shamrock Street, 
 Palmerston North 4412
 Ph: (09) 414 4530 
 E: carl@mcisaac.co.nz 

FEDERAL ASSOCIATION


