September 2012

Dear Clan member,

Harold McIsaac
High Commissioner

along the header to our NZ
news you will see listed
variations of Donald. We
are listing these as we have
become aware that many
people do not identify the name
Donald with MacDonald/McDonald and we
need to remedy this with the opportunity
to recruit new members at the next games
season which is rapidly approaching.

Report from
Ranald Macdonald of Clanranald
The Captain & Chief of Clanranald
There are still
a few heroic
dynasties among
the tribes of the
world undisturbed
by modern man,
they
do
not
practise modern
political systems
but adhere to a family based loyalty
preserving each individual’s own dignity,
but with duties to the group as a whole.
The Can Donald celebrates its unique
past in this modern world, totally without
equal among the other Scottish clans. The
Lordship of the Isles, from whom Clan
Donald decend, was a Celto Norse Dynasty
derived from a fusion of the Dalriadic Irish
Celtic, and the Norwegian Norse political
systems.    This Sea Kingdom was founded
by Somerled after his victory over the Norse
at the sea battle of the Epiphany in 1154.
After which this Lordship continued to rule
the West of Scotland in relative prosperity
and peace for three hundred and fifty years.
Almost as long as the Roman Empire equivalent to stretching back from today

At Armadale on Skye the new General
Manager Stephen McKeown is now
at the helm and as a clan we can look
forward to steady progress by the Clan
Donald Lands Trust in realising the
great potential that Armadale has.
Registration forms for the 2013
ANZAC conference are included with
this edition of our news and I encourage
interested persons to register early.

to as far back as Cromwell. This political
system was opposed to the Anglo Norman
feudal system practiced in the rest of the
Britain where man was but a chattel with
few rights, just bought and sold as part of
the land where he lived.
This dynasty’s princedoms separated into
the nine independent clans of Clan Donald
after 1493 as the Lordship of the Isles was
absorbed into that of the King of Scots - with
considerable help from the Campbells!
The Lordship of the Isles during the
middle ages was neither a cultural nor
trading backwater, well known to all the
great powers of Europe. Trading and
communication put the Western Isles at
the centre of the trade routes between
Scandinavia and the French and Spanish
lands of the bay of Biscay, where the likes of
wine, raisins, silks, and spices, were traded
for hides, timber, whale oil, and turpentine,
naturally culture and news flowed with this
trade. To the extent in early Dalriadic times
disciples of St Columbia set up monastic
foundations in Europe even South of the
Alps. Artistically the dull grey memorial
stones which survive today would have
been emblazoned with colour and often
inlaid with silver and gold, everywhere a
manifestation of glory and colour..
www.cl and onal d .org.nz

It was last year that we commemorated
the 600th of the Battle or Harlaw when the
Lords of the Isles took the rest of Scotland
to battle.   The objective was not to conquer
but rather to keep the Anglo Norman
feudal life style from encroaching upon
the personal freedoms of the Lordship.  
To further this aim the treaty of
Westminster was entered into
at Ardtornish Castle between
the Lord of the Isles, the
King of England, and
the Douglass, by which
the Stuart Dynasty was
to be deposed, so the
West would continue
its unique way of
life under the Lords
of the Isles, with
the Douglas ruling
the Lowlands, but
England
holding
hegemony over both.  
The Lords of the Isles
were not acquisitive,
exceptionally to that
of most powers,
rather wishing to
preserve their happy
contented way of
life.

Report from

Clan Donald Otago

Information On The Grave Of

Alexander MacDonell,
17th Chief Of Glengarry

In The Southern Cemetery, Dunedin.
A Scottish Chief buried in the Southern Cemetery, Dunedin – the
only Clan Chief to be buried so far from his homeland.
Alexander Ranaldson MacDonell, 17th Chief of Glengarry arrived
in Dunedin in 1862, aged 28 years, and shortly after his arrival
he died at the Provincial Hotel, Stafford Street, Dunedin He was
buried in a grave marked only by a wooden cross, until in 1897, Dr
Gordon MacDonald M.D, called on Macdonalds in the region to
subscribe money to raise a grand Celtic Cross with the Glengarry
name and his family arms inscribed on it. Money raised by a small
group payed for a large Celtic Cross to be erected.

Rhondda Martin unveils the new memorial in November 1991
as the Secretary of Clan Donald Otago.

This large monument stood for the next 95 years looking rather worse
for wear – the weather having taken its toll on the soft sandstone, as
well as the tree roots breaking the concrete surrounds.
In November 1991, members of Clan Donald Otago, with generous
financial help from Clan Donald USA, were able to re-dedicate a
Balmoral Granite memorial to replace the old stone. The memorial
has the chiefs coat of arms inscribed on the back, an impression
of the former Celtic cross and dedication on the side. At the front
CRAGAN AN FHITHICH (RAVEN ON THE ROCK) – The Motto
of the Glengarry MacDonells.
ALEXANDER RANALDSON MACDONELL, 17th Chief of
Glengarry, born Inverie, Knoydart 5 October 1834 Died Dunedin 2
June 1862. The inscription faithfully represents the wording taken
from the old stone, together with the Gaelic inscription which
reads:- “Erected by the Scottish Gaels of Dunedin and their friends
throughout Otago, as a national memorial to the great chief who
has departed, and for the days that are gone.”
“From the hills of the Highlands, the glens of the North,
Comes the spirit of freedom, rejoicing forth,
And slights where the gum trees incessantly wave:
O’er the grave of Glengarry, the last of the brave.
And she points me around him, the darkness and gloom,
And the sad somber veil that obscureth his tomb.”
Alexander MacDonell served in the Royal Navy as a midshipman
and was aboard the HMS Acheron when it surveyed the coast of
New Zealand in the 1850’s. He was unmarried at the time of his
death and the Chieftanship passed to his younger brother Charles,
who died without heirs on his way back to Scotland. The title then
passed to another branch of the family, from whom the present
Chief – the 23rd Aneas Ranald MacDonell is descended.
NOTE: I was extremely honoured to be asked to unveil the new
memorial in November 1991 as the Secretary of Clan Donald
Otago, and was able to show the memorial to our Patron, Lady
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry (stepmother of the present Chief of
Glengarry on her visit to Dunedin).
On Saturday the 2nd June 2012, myself, together with Helen Mearns
on behalf of all members of Clan Donald Otago visited the grave of
Alexander MacDonell and laid flowers in memory of his death in
Dunedin 150 years ago.
A peaceful place for a Scottish Chief to be laid to rest.
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Submitted by RHONDDA MARTIN

Photo of the 17th
Chiefs grave taken
when it was first
dedicated in the late
1800’s.
By the time we put
up the new memorial the cross at the
top was broken in
half and the tree
roots were breaking
up the concrete and
also the weather
was deteriorating
the inscriptions. This
was because it was
made of sandstone
which had been
brought to NZ in the
holds of sailing ships
and used as ballast.
Many of the early
headstones were
made of this sandstone because it was
cheaper that marble
and/or granite.
ODT 30/8/08
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Report from

Skye, Scotland

Glengarry Memorial
By Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

22.6.12

Alasdair Ranaldson MacDonell (1773-1828), the 15th
Chief of Glengarry - whose magnificent portrait by
Raeburn now hangs in the Scottish National Gallery
in Edinburgh - and his wife Rebecca’s first child was
born in 1802 and the youngest in 1825, when Rebecca
was forty-six. The exact number of births is recorded
variously in different books, as eight, fourteen or
fifteen! However, there were definitely six daughters
and probably eight or nine sons.
Rebecca was a lifetime Episcopalian and Alasdair
Ranaldson became one too, though, according to
Brian Osborne’s ‘The Last of the Chiefs’ :
“the Glengarrys were happy to employ a ‘stickit
minister’ of the Kirk as his son’s tutor, a Presbyterian as
his daughters’ governess, and for the children’s Sunday
scripture recitals to be based on the Psalms of David
and the Scottish Paraphrases and not on the collects
from the Prayer-book used by the Scottish Episcopal
Church’.
In any event, Alasdair Ranaldson built an Episcopal
church at South Laggan, a few miles from Glengarry
House in Invergarry.
Tragically six of the boys in the Glengarry family died
under the age of three, whereas five of the six girls
lived to adulthood. Glengarry had the plaque which
commemorates his six sons - and which you see
illustrated here – erected in South Laggan Church.

The plaque requires to be removed from
the church as a matter of some urgency.
Possibly only the white marble and plaster
section would be saved, leaving the heavy
black surround. Sadly there appears to be no
suitable place for the memorial in Invergarry
and, that being so, the obvious location for it
is in the Museum of the Isles at Clan Donald
Skye. The curator concurs with this and it is
hoped that it will be possible to place it among
the ‘Cunninghame Collection’ of Glengarry
memorabilia there - which incidentally
houses the other portrait of the 15th Chief,
by Angelica Kaufmann. Estimates for the
removal of the memorial and its relocation are
being sought, as are the necessary funds, and
the practicality of the white section being reerected in the Museum is being investigated.
Alasdair Ranaldson MacDonell (1773-1828), the
15th Chief of Glengarry - portrait by Raeburn

STOP PRESS – Update August 2012
The memorial – now in pieces – has been removed from South Laggan Church and is in
the hands of the stonemason, Andrew Stewart. Charles MacDonell and I visited Andrew
yesterday and had a very useful conversation indeed, with Charles pointing out various
aspects of the restoration and reconstruction which Andrew had not fully appreciated.
Andrew is going to make a family outing to Armadale in the very near future and arrange
to meet Maggie, bringing with him a template so that they can get an idea of what it might
look like and where it would be most suitable to place it. I got the impression from Maggie
when I spoke to her yesterday that she is favouring the Baronial Hall in the Stables. Charles
has said that it could not go on an outside wall of the Museum, but could go on an inside
wall, because of the way the Museum was constructed. In any event the memorial will not
be installed until after the season has ended, as it would cause too much disruption.

The two things which often strike people as being
unusual about this plaque both concern the ‘maleness’
of the memorial: there is no mention of the children’s
mother, neither is there mention of the daughter who
died. The latter can I think be explained in that this
daughter, who was the last child to be born, died at the
age of ten or eleven in 1836. So, although the memorial
itself is not dated, it is likely that it was created whilst
she was still alive. As to Rebecca, the children’s mother,
not being mentioned, this is perhaps a reflection of
the age and therefore of particular interest in itself. It
is noteworthy also that Alasdair Ranaldson does not
actually name himself on the plaque. The six little
cherubs speak for themselves and it is indeed a moving
memorial.
South Laggan Church has been disused for some time
and now belongs to the Forestry Commission. It has
recently been put on the market, possibly for conversion
into a dwelling house. The prospect of the memorial
being lost is of great concern to the local community,
the Glengarry Heritage Centre, the present chief and
other MacDonells of Glengarry and members of Clan
Donald, notably those in the Clan Donald Society of
the Highlands and Islands. The Forestry Commission
recognises this and is agreeable to its removal subject to
appropriate conditions. Although the memorial is not
a thing of great beauty and it is unfortunately badly
cracked, it is significant in the history of the Glengarry
family and as such is important to Clan Donald. It is
evocative of its period and is a graphic illustration of
high infant mortality at that time.

Inscription

BY an AFFECTIONATE FATHER
ERECTED to the MEMORY of his SONS.
A SON Born 4th October 1803. Died immediately after Birth.
AENEAS Born 18th July 1806. Died 21st June 1807.
ALASTAIR Born 24th Jan. 1811. Died 30th May 1911.
DUNCAN ALASTAIR Born 11th June 1813. Died 14th Sept. 1815.
FORBES REGINALD Born 11th Feb. 1818. Died 8th March 1818.

My Son, despise not thou the Chastening of the Lord,
nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: for whom the Lord loveth
he Chasteneth, and scourgeth every Son whom he receiveth. Heb.12th; & 5th.
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz
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Report from

Clan Donald Canterbury

Clan Donald Canterbury’s Annual Ten
Pin Bowling Match with Clan Gunn

On Sunday 18 June we joined members of Clan Gunn for lunch
at Becks Southern Ale House. Between the two Clans there
were 42 people at lunch. After lunch we went to the Garden City
Bowl for our annual Ten Pin Bowling challenge. Clan Donald
are the reigning champs and we won again. This was a “three
peat” as we have now won 3 years in a row!

South Island Commissioner, Elwyn Martin shows us
how it is done

Cathie, it’s bowling
not diving!

Watching the action are (left to right) Elwyn Martin,
Maureen Breach, Adrienne Pamment (standing),
Valerie Bright and Irene Bawden

Cathie McMillan on track for a strike

Maggie Donald “It was
that close to a strike!”...

(Left to right). Yvonne and Jeff Plougham, Pam
Rowley, Cathie McMillan and Gordon Duncan

DVD Evening And Tartan Day Lunch
On the evening of 30th June, eighteen Clan Donald members joined Ann and
Peter Smith to watch a series of short DVD’s at their home. The plan was to
watch a DVD, pass round the food, top up your drink then watch the next
DVD. Due to a technical hitch the ten minute DVD’s were unable to be played
but a DVD on the Clan Donald Centre on Skye was viewed instead.
The DVD bought back memories for several members and was an opportunity
to see the tremendous progress that has been made since some of us first
made the trip to the Clan Donald Centre. New member, Sandy Cooper and her
friend Angela MacDonnell joined us for the evening.

(L to R) Val Donald (Clan Gunn), Christine and Elwyn Martin
(Clan Donald) and Glenis McLean (Clan McLean)

Once the DVD was finished the hard core rugby fans stayed on to watch the
delayed match between the Crusaders and the Sharks. Say no more!!!!
The following day ten members attended the Tartan Day luncheon organised
by the Scottish Heritage Council at Robbies Bistro and bar. In attendance were
Clan Grant, Cameron, McLaughlin, Gunn, Cochrane, Campbell, Johnston,
McLean and our Patron. Thirty-three attended and seating was informal
resulting in Clan members being divided. This proved to be a great way to
meet and talk to different Clan members. The room looked fabulous with
Clan members wearing an array of tartan clothing and Clan banners displayed
around the walls. This is an event that will be repeated next year.
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Clan Donald members at the Tartan Day Luncheon
included Maggie Donald, Ann Smith and Lena Cameron

Clan Donald Canterbury’s
Pie & Pint Night

Getting ready to
eat are Margaret
Donald, Doreen
MacDonald,
Irvine Kinraid
and Pam Rowley.

On Saturday the 28th of July, Ian and Valerie Bright hosted a Pie
& Pint evening at their Prebbleton home. 19 members arrived with
their “Pies and Pints”. The Clan shouted an assortment of exotic
beers for members to taste. All were OK, but some were better than
others. Doreen had a taste, and was seen to grab the barstool beside
the chilly bin and remained there to be sure she did not miss out.
(Not Really.)

A selection
of pies and
beers at the
Pie & Pint
Night.

Seconds were the norm, and everyone complained of eating too much,
so delicious was the fare.
After the meal and to help things settle down, there was a sit down
game of “Guess Who You Are” which produced much laughter.
Colin MacDonald was the winner with the “Dan Carter” nameplate.
It must be mentioned the Elwyn Martin had a prominent well known
Clan entity which he guessed pretty quickly. (Yeah right). It took a
while, but everyone finally guessed who they were. “Bishop Victoria
Mathews” also picked up a wonderful CD prize for her persistence.

Suppertime saw an assortment of delicious homemade pies of
various flavours served. Clan D, Beer, Bacon & Cheese, Chicken,
Fish Pie, Roast Vege Pie, Steak Pie, served with mashed potatoes
and mixed vegetables. These were followed by dessert pies such
as, Pumpkin Pie, Lemon Meringue Pie, Rhubarb & Apple Pie,
Lemon & Coconut Pie, Sponge Fruit Pie.

At work
dishing up
the supper
are Valerie
Bright,
Margaret
Donald and
Helen Ring.

Enjoying
themselves are
(front row from left)
Elwyn Martin,
Colin MacDonald
and Peter
Smith. (back
row from left) Ian
Bright, Christine
Martin, Doreen
MacDonald and
Helen Ring.
A lot of catching up done, exotic beers sampled, and world problems
solved, I’m sure. Another social night enjoyed by all who could
attend. The President, Alan MacDonald was unable to attend, as he
was away on a night of camping. (Note from the President. I was at
the theatre watching a play called “The Motor Camp”!)

Clan Donald Canterbury E V E N T S
Ten Pin Bowling
30th September 2012
2.00 pm at Garden City Bowls,
Iversen Terrace followed by
afternoon tea at Margaret Donald’s,
2/117a Studholme St.
Kirkin O’ The Tartan
Saturday, 14th October 2012
At St Andrews Chapel at Rangi
Ruru, Merivale Lane.
Hororata Highland Games
10th November 2012
Clan Donald will be present to
provide hospitality, information
and recruit new members. The
venue is the Hororata Domain.

Wii Night
27th October 2012
At Ian and Valerie Bright’s, 421
Trents Road, Prebbleton.
Branch Meeting
25th November 2012
St Margaret’s Hall,
Farrington Ave
12.30pm pot luck
lunch followed by
Branch Meeting at
1.30pm.
Christmas Function
15th December 2012
At Becks Southern Ale House,
Colombo Street, Beckenham.
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

ANZAC Conference 2013

Thursday 7th to Sunday 10th of February 2013

The conference will be held at the Spencer on
Byron Hotel, Takapuna, Auckland. A Cocktail Party
from 5.30pm till 7.00pm on Thursday the 7th.
Conference on Friday the 8th, from 9.30am till
4.30pm. Dinner plus entertainment from 7.00pm.
Choice of two outings for Saturday the 9th.
Either a wine tour of Waiheke Island or the
20th Paeroa Highland Games. A range of other
activities will be available to partners and other
family members who do not wish to attend the
conference, wine tour or the Paeroa Games.
On Sunday the 10th there will be a champagne
breakfast to wind up. For further details contact
Alison Williams. Email Alison@mcisaac.co.nz
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Report from

Clan Donald Auckland

“What a wonderful
function! You Scots know
how to do hospitality!”
“The boys were terrific.
And the dancers too!”
“I loved today. A big
thank you to Clan
Donald.”

Arrival of Auckland Grammar School Pipe Band
with dancers from Epsom Girls Gaelic Society

Sunday 2nd
September 2012

Pipers
on Parade

Harold McIsaac was thanked
for donation of kilts to
Auckland Grammar Pipe Band

Last year Auckland Grammar
School Pipe Band were
presented with Macdonald of
Clan Ranald kilts.

To show their appreciation
the Pipe Band, together with
dancers from Epsom Girls
Gaelic Society, put on an
afternoon performance. A
good turn-out of Clan Donald
members and friends enjoyed
the day and a chance to mix
and mingle with the performers
and some of their families.

Members of the Auckland Grammar School Pipe Band entertained a
magnificent turnout of friends and family to the event
NEWSLETTER

The editor welcomes your
input to the newsletter, be it an
article, a letter or photographs.
Communications should be to the
Secretary’s work place by e-mail
Harold McIsaac
harold@mcisaac.co.nz
Next Publication date is:
1st December
Deadline for contributions
18th November

Whoops...

Got Something
to Share?
Why not get it
published in the next
Clan Donald newsletter

Last newsletter wrongly identified Sue Lambkin,
she is Commissioner for Queensland, not the
High Commissioner for Queensland.

CLAN DONALD NZ NEWS EDITOR
Mark Green Ph: (09) 630 5989
Email: markgreen@orcon.net.nz
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Ron and Suzanne Lambkin visiting
from Queensland where Suzanne
is Clan Donald High Commissioner

w ww.cl and onal d .org.nz

Tom McDonald address to the haggis

Anton Hodson was lead piper for the evening

Balmoral Dancers providing a colourful display

Grant MacDonald with daughter Angelique
– whose singing enthralled the audience

Clockwise from bottom left – Bruce and Halina McGechan,
Mary and Harold McIsaac, Kathryn and Grant MacDonald,
Angelique MacDonald and Anton Hodson’s back.

(LtoR) Ruth & Alan Manning, Lawrie Fear,
Marnie Macdonald, Laurie & Marlene Mathews,
Lynnette McDonald

Auckland Clan
Donald President
Andrew Wilkie
addressing the
audience.

Scottish Clans Association
Auckland Districts Inc.

Annual Dinner
Saturday 8th September 2012

Angelique MacDonald, Soprano, of
Wellington enthralled the audience
with her singing in gaelic.

From: Allan MacDonald
Asked if one of our
staff could translate the
meaning of these Japanese
characters. This is the reply
from one of our guys.
Cheers Allan
From: Ryo Miyanami
It pronounces
“MacDonald” in Chinese.

Seen Recently

Well Done Blair

Harold McIsaac recently made a trip to Scotland and is
seen here – outside Lois MacDonell of Glengarry’s home
in Fortrose.
(L-R: Doug, Andy and Harold McIsaac; Lois MacDonell of
Glengarry; Alan Ranald Macdonald; Ian McDonald, Dr. Ian
Macdonald, Nicola MacDonell, Jean McDonald, Charles
MacDonell, Alaine Macdonald, Virginia Macnaughton.)

Blair Hodson, at the R.U Brown Solo
Piping Competition in Adelaide,
South Australia in May this year.
He won the March, Strathspey and
Reel in B grade, came 4th in the jig
and hornpipe in B grade and 4th in
the Silver Medal Piobaireachd event.

w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz
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Preview of . . .

Ian Macdonnell’s new book which
is about to be released world wide.

“The Lord of The Isles
chose to place the medieval
monastery in a position
that showed respect for the
earlier sacred buildings.” (HS)

IONA
The ancient ecclesiastical capital of Dalriada
and of the ‘Royal Family of MacDonald ’
1200-1500
W. Sacherverell Esq., Governor of Mann, 1688.

The Gall-Ghàidheil MacDhomhnaills, regularly “Allied on
equal terms with England’s pride” and “Old enemies of the
realm of Scotland”, had as their main goals the security of
their extensive possessions and their independence. Scotland
was not a unified nation state – patriotism and loyalty were
alien concepts. Clan Donald’s enemies were local. Firstly the
MacDougalls, then the combined Stuart Kings and Campbells.
A misplaced trust in treating with England started the great
Royal Clan Donald’s downfall. Divisions within its leadership
resulted and the weakened Lordship of the Isles lost it all, 1493.
Including its ecclesiastical history which was also “Reformed”
and the much transformed country forgot Clan Donald was the
whole reason for the very existence of medieval Iona Abbey
and its Cathedral of the Isles.
For its entire existence over the whole medieval period, Iona
Abbey was recreated, prospered and grew under the one
continuous family of founder, builders, patrons, benefactors
and endowers, the early Clan Donald. They gifted the “Hand
of Columba.”
By c.1450, despite the leading reforms by the Clan Donald
Prior/Abbot, John MacAlasandiar and Chief Donald of Harlaw
(together 30 years 1390-1421), “the monastery was collapsed,
impoverished in its rent and of extreme poverty.” It had been
so for decades and the next Lord, Alexander MacDonald, said
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c.1443 that he was forced by conscience to rather “diminish
the monastery and to remove the bones of his ancestrors and
their precious gifts” than augment because of the continuing
income diversion and “moral delinquency of the wicked and
perverse noblemen” MacKinnons, including Finguine the 3rd.
Pilgrim income from indulgences, such as reduced purgatory
“sentences” given on the annual feast day, was not the saviour
of the collapsed monastery (choir, bell tower, chapter.)
But, post 1450, new works were of - “so comprehensive a
scale as to involve the destruction of nearly three-fourths
(3/4s) of the structure.” Clan Donald Lord, John II, instead
of just economically restoring the existing dilapidated
Abbey church, obviously used his treasury and resources
to significantly enlarge and enhance it (over 1450 to 1476,
1st forfeiture), with the aim of raising its status as their
MacDonald Cathedral of the Isles. He was assisted by his
cousin Bishop Angus MacDonald, with his Cathedra on Iona,
and Abbots Dominic MacKenzie and John MacKinnon. This
political goal was the inevitable zenith of a many decade’s
long sequence of connected events.
Iona Abbey : “probably the completest and most interesting
group of ancient ecclesiastical structures in Scotland”; “the
immediate architectural debt is to Ireland rather than to
England.”

w ww.cl and onal d .org.nz

“The Celtic lands of the Scottish Highlands were in fact an
integral part of the Gaelic Irish world.”

“The immediate architectural debt is to Ireland rather than to
England.”

“This early Norse-Gael Lordship, founded by Somerled and
which was to develop through his descendants into Clan
Donald, was very definitely not part of Scotland.”

“(King) Reginald, the son of Somerled, undertook the
rebuilding of the monastery”….

- Dr Kenneth W. Nicholls

– Dr David Caldwell.

Disregarding Martin Luther’s “Two Kingdoms” for separation of
Church and State and Knox’s “First Book of Discipline” that all
of the assets of the old church should pass to the new, the ruling
Argyll Earls used their privileged Royal connections to heavily
partake of “the fruits” of Iona’s benefices and revenue as soon as the
MacDonald Lordship was forfeited for a second time, 1493. They
regarded it as their hereditary “family propriety interest”. They
suppressed it and shared to an unknown extent in the dissolution
“plunder of Iona” (with McLeans, et al) of :- library books and
MSS of great value, Registers (so called “dispersed and lost”),
some gold and silver plate (tower bell?). They were instrumental
in destroying the Abbey, being the responsible local Leaders in
the Field for the Reformed Religion, and ‘lost’ 300 priceless Iona
graveslab inscriptions, c.1660, of the “best men of all the isles.”
(1.) Archibald Campbell, 5th Earl of Argyll (c. 1537–1573)
:- In 1561 an Act was passed by the Privy Council suppressing
“Idolatori and all monumentis thairof”. Arran, Glencairn and
Argyle were dispatched to the west to carry the Act into execution.
The Abbey is “bombarded with cannon.” It is said that his ‘army’
was bigger than that of England and France.
(2.) Archibald Campbell, 8th Earl and 1st Marquess of Argyll
(1607–1661), effective ruler of Scotland:- following the Synod of
Argyll 1642 he went around the isles destroying various crosses

– Proff. Richard Fawcett.

- David MacGibbon and Thomas Ross; “The Ecclesiastical Architecture Of
Scotland”; Vol III; 1897.

and “idolatrous monuments”. He was said to have overthrown
“some of the finest monuments of the (Iona) monastery and the
altars” (Royal Commission, 1977).
It is vital in understanding this history to not separate the destruction
of Clan Donald, the “Daunting of the Isles” to end “400 years of
barbarism” and the destruction of Iona Abbey by these two Earls
of Argyll. Their acts were utterly integral. Once all “the fruits” of
the abbey were stripped, including by seven successive Earl of
Argyll’s Commondators (“property managers”), and the wealth
transfer mainly to the reforming Calvinist elite had occurred, the
edifice that was created by Clan Donald, its ecclesiastical capital
and Cathedral of the Isles in all but name, needed to be ‘erased’
from memory - like the papists and the highland barbarous
savages. (The McLeans, MacGill-Eathain, also had many such
successive Commondators. They had all entered “the monastery
rather by reason of succession than from devotion”..) Iona abbey
is but a pastiche between 1493-1561.
Its no use Clan Donald getting up from the canvas unless they are
prepared to make a hard, fair fight of it, with good combinations.
However it will be a big mistake for anyone to try and portray an
extra round with the old Argyll Earls as the main “title” match. It
is simply a necessary fixture to the endgame :A Lord’s title and lands may be forfeited, but not his history
and legacy.
cont. rear cover…..

w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz
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“HIC IACET JOHANNES DOMINUS INSULARUM”
"HERE LI ES J OHN L O R D O F T H E I S L E S " – I O N A , T H E E C C E L I A S T I C A L C A P I TAL O F

“THE ROYAL FAMILY OF MACDONALD, FORMERLY KINGS OF THE WESTERN
PARTS OF SCOTLAND AND THE ISLES” – W. SACHERVERELL, GOVERNOR OF MAN, 1688.
Representation by author of what Good John (I) of Islay’s (d.1386) probable graveslab and erased Lombardic
inscription may have looked like c.1500 as finished with tempera and gilding (just after the fall of the Lordship,
John II, 1493). Inside “this Chappel; the burying-place – of {only} the Royal family of MacDonald” “on
one of the whole monuments, the image and inscription were massy silver..” - W. Sacherverell, 1688. For an
impression, I have included the last of this “massy” solid silver inlay still remaining after a century. He adds,
“but the sacred metal has been lately stolen” (lead has now been hand-beaten in incised inscriptions for
many centuries). This 1688 report is of course after the ruin of the Reformation, the subsequent covenanter
vandalism and pillage and the destruction of the roof of St Oran’s chapel during the 1639-51 Civil Wars.
The elaborate, magnificently designed slab of 14th-15th c. (RCAHMS) has every reason to be Good John’s
because he was the impetus for the (O’Brolchan) Iona School of carving and its grand cultural patron. He had
immense wealth and a reputation for unrivalled church benefaction. He was nobilis, with his Stewart wife
Princess Margaret; “The Royal Family of MacDonald,” on equal terms to the King of the Eastern parts of
Scotland and he deserved nothing less. It is based on the observation of other monuments and tombs of the
same status, period in the few surviving abbeys and in museums and what was the world renowned artwork of
Iona in its various forms and techniques. This graveslab monument is for inside John’s ancestral chapel : “His
full noble body was interred in the same grave with {of} his father on the south side of Teampull Odhráin” the
“sacred storehouse of his predecessors and guardian of their bones.” (If the whole monument wasn’t a heavy
graveslab, but was a smaller valuable church ornament or memorial, it would have been looted by 1688.) It is
not fanciful to suggest that some Lord’s graveslabs were enriched when one also considers how elaborately and
beautifully decorated the cloisters of the Iona abbey and nunnery were clearly known to have been. In addition
:- “There repose the glorious bodies of both Archbishop Conled and the noble virgin Brigit in their sarcophagi,
the one to the right and the other to the left of the beautifully adorned altar” {As in St Oran’s chapel are the
Kings of Isles, Somerled, on the epistle side of the holy table and son Reginald (father of eponymous Donald),
gospel side}. “These sarcophagi are richly decorated with gold, silver and multicoloured precious stones; they
have also pictorial representations in relief and in colours, and are surmounted by crowns of gold and silver.”
(From Cogitosus’ seventh-century life of St Brigit of Kildare. “Burial practices of the Irish were very similar to
those of their western European neighbours – Scotland, France; similarities are notable.” Fry, S; 1999).
This book will attribute, with clear and convincing proof, the graveslabs of other Clan Donald Lords of the Isles
such as that of Donald of Harlaw and for Angus Og of the Battle of Bannockburn fame as well as for the opulent
Reginald mac Somerled the Abbey founder, “most distinguished of the Galls or the Gael for prosperity and
sway of generosity.” Somerled and Reginald are buried next to the relics of the revered Saint Oran, depositio ad
sanctos, whose earthly remains, dynamis-virtrus, were forever in direct contact with his heavenly soul. Six Clan Donald Lords of the Isle’s
mode of sepulture, rotating through the one grave of the ancestral life-force centre according to the “tradition of the country”, will also be
revealed for the first time. Ancestral graves remain the constant centre of life, because there one’s forebears are present, guaranteeing the
line of descent and the dispensation of justice. This is a secondary ritual to protect and perpetuate the kingship which represents the body
politic as a continuous living institution, reanimated by the processes of the son and heir connecting with the corpse of his father and the
bones of his grandfather (The Ancestors). Shown directly below Lord John II’s (intended) grandiose tomb-recess, in the wall of the “south
side of Teampull Odhráin”, is the location of the single ancestral tomb where Donald of Harlaw, the last Lord buried there, now rests. Also
shown is the plausible final resting place of the eponymous Donald’s imperishable skeleton under his then relocated slab in the royal family’s
chantry chapel. Countless masses were sung by the Lords’ perpetual chantry Priests for their souls in Purgatory. The key to medieval religion
is the fate of the individual’s soul after death, with the belief that “the dead are not actually dead” and, at the resurrection, “Our flesh, then
glorified and Holy, Is put on us once more” (Paradiso; 1308).
From 1207 to 1493, the early Clan DONALD and its Lords of the Isles were entirely central to Iona Abbey’s whole medieval existence,
development and politics. This enduring phase also equals the 300 year period of Columban monasticism. It is paramount in providing
the sole witness to Iona’s extant architecture and is a principal witness to the surviving monuments. By c.1450, due to corruption, “the
monastery was collapsed, impoverished in its rent and of extreme poverty.” Iona Abbey Church as it stands to day (restored 20th c.) is due to
the resources and re-building by the CLAN DONALD HIGH CHIEF, LORD OF THE ISLES, “JOHIS DE YLLE COMIS ROSSIE DOMINI
INSULARUM”, c.1450-80 (1461: John’s grand expectations of the Treaty of Ardtornish-Westminster with Edward IV.) Lord John II’s
enterprise employed Donaldus O’Brolchan of the Lordship’s long serving hereditary chief masons, church-rights and personal secretaries
established from the Derry Abbots/Bishops, past Coarbs of the St Columba Familia and Chief Lectors, Prime Artificers of Ireland. Elaborate
enhancements to the greatly enlarged abbey church were lastly superinteded by John’s first cousin, Angus MacDONALD II, Bishop of the
Isles with his Episcopal See, Bishop’s Throne or CATHEDRA firmly set on Iona. It was relocated by his father from Snizort, Skye, c.1433.
He was Angus MacDONALD I, “first native” Bishop of the Isles, son of DONALD (II) of Harlaw who acquired and gifted to the Abbey
c.1412-21 the priceless “Hand of St Columba” - a rarity and the only corporeal relic of St Columba repatriated from its five centuries of
safekeeping in Derry, Ireland - a prestigious, sacred “Hebridean Holy Grail”. Donald and his artists enshrined it in a ‘charismatic’ gold and
silver reliquary of ‘dazzling, wondrous beauty’. This event, of momentous religious significance and high political status, was achieved after
a three decades long partnership with his second cousin, the Iona Claustral Prior and lead reforming Abbott John MacALASANDAIR from
a senior line of Clan DONALD. The acquisition was a huge symbolic gloss, not only on Donald II himself, but was a blessing on the whole
Lordship, providing the collective merit in raising the Abbey’s status. Abott John married Anna, Donald II’s niece, the grand-daughter of
Good John (I) MacDONALD de Yle, Domini Insularum. A Cathedral petition by John II during the tenuous, seventeen year period between
his forfeitures, interspersed with his heir’s reprisals, had no hope of obtaining James IV’s required support (to Pope). But in 1499, with its
attributes entirely unchanged, Iona Abbey church acted ‘de facto Cathedral’ under Eoin Cambuil I, Abbey Commondator/Bishop, brother of
a new, 1498 petitioner, Archibald, 2nd Earl of Argyll. Lord John II died, 1503. In 1506, the Cathedral was confirmed. In God’s truth,
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Report from

Clan Donald Hawkes Bay
The Kirking of the Tartan was held at
St Columba’s Presbyterian Church in
Havelock North on 15th of July. It is
the second year in a row the event
has been held and it is intended that
it becomes a yearly tradition.

REGULAR FEATURE
with
GENEALOGIST Heather MacDonald Higgins

GENE CORNER

Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay took an
active part in organising it, and
the congregation joined in with
enthusiasm. During the service,
members of the congregation were
invited to place pieces of their Clan
tartans on the communion table to
be blessed.

Greetings Clansfolk, Spring is in the air along with
thoughts towards warmer weather, lots more outside activities
and hopefully renewed interest in Family Research.
I want to apologise for the lack of an article in the previous
Newsletter and also this current one, owing to pressing Family
Health concerns.

After the service, those involved
retired to the Rose and Shamrock
for Sunday lunch.
The photos show Clan Donald
members and also members of Clan Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay
Ross and Clan Cameron, who joined Piper Maurice Chisnall piping
in the service.
in the foyer of the church.

My elderly Dad took a fall at the Retirement Village just prior to the
previous newsletter, thankfully no broken bones, but other problems
were found and he was bundled into an ambulance and taken to
Auckland Hospital where he spent the next six weeks, part of that
time in a rehab ward where they were assessing him. The upshot of
that is that he now needs further hands on care which would not be
available at the Retirement Village so a Rest Home had to be found
for him and he went into his new ‘home’ this past Friday.
During the time Dad was in Hospital I went up to visit him almost
every day after a full days work, so it was both tiring and stressful,
with everything else falling by the way. In the process it became
obvious that my father was losing his memory very quickly, with a
marked decline since going into hospital and no real improvement
over the six weeks.
The distressing thing for my brother and my eldest son is that
Dad didn’t recognize either of them, nor could he remember his
only surviving brother visiting him. I am now clearing out his
apartment for it to be sold.
Where is this leading to you might wonder. The thought occurred
to me over the weekend that another door has closed for me
with regards to family stories.

From the left: Maurice Chisnall, Mike Topham (Clan Cameron),
Dave Smith, Jill McDonald, David McDonald (President of Clan
Donald Hawke’s Bay), Glenys McDonald, John Ross (Clan Ross)
and Ian McDonald.

Dad was one of 15 children, born between 1913 & 1936, with
twelve growing to adulthood, so there were a lot of stories told
of their childhood, but sadly there are now only four left. Dad’s
older sister used to be a great source for confirming stories but
like Dad she also has significant memory loss and cant remember
anything, his younger sister can still remember stories but gets
things a bit muddled and his brother being much younger doesn’t
know much about their early life.
The gist of this is that you need to get your family stories written
down even if you don’t know whether they are right or wrong, then
you can go back and figure out what is fact and what are porkies.
Depending on your system, you might use an A4 Book, a Cardex
file, or even your “To Do” list in your Genealogy Programme, and
come back to them as you are able to research. Whatever you
use, don’t forget to write down the date & who told you the story,
useful for verification later. With our elderly relatives or friends
who hopefully know about the stories, it is a courtesy to not only
ask if they can help, but also check if they mind you using a voice
recorder, some will happily share but others might get upset in
dredging up unhappy memories. Remember, most stories have
a degree of truth in them, while some get embellished with the
passing of time and are believed to be fact. It can be both fun
and frustrating trying to sort it out.

Members of the congregation chatting with the Rev Roger Gillies
(who is also the Honorary Chaplain of Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay)
after the service.

I will leave this with you, it would be great if anyone could share
their stories and the processes they used to get them
. . . . . . . Till Next Time

w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz
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