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MACDONALD. MACDONALD OF SLEAT. MACDONALD OF CLANRANALD. MACDONELL OF GLENGARRY. THE EARL OF ANTRIM.

We dedicate this issue to a fine man
Harold Morley McIsaac
10th August 1937 to 28th June 2014
Harold commenced his education at Normal Primary in Epsom in 1942 and then on to Normal Intermediate before moving to Auckland Grammar 1951-1955. In summer he joined in the lifesaving
training and in winter played hockey, being vice-captain of the 1st hockey eleven for two years. In
1955 he became a school prefect.
At the end of 1955 Harold started work in a Chartered Accountants Office. With work from 8.30am
to 5pm daily, Auckland University lectures in the evening and with Church and Scouts, life was very
busy. On graduating Harold completed his membership of The New Zealand Society of Accountants
and also obtained membership of The Chartered Institute of Secretaries, The New Zealand Institute
of Management and membership of the NZ Trustees Association.
On the 8th December 1962 married Wendy Lyn Carlisle. Harold and Wendy raised four children,
Robert, Andrew, Deborah and Douglas.
Towards the end of 1973 during a routine annual medical it was discovered that Harold had bowel cancer and he was immediately operated on. The surgery was a success but he was left with a lifetime colostomy. The family moved to Matokohe
and then to Te Arai near the Mangawhai Heads where he farmed a 500 acre dry stock unit running 2500 breeding ewes, 50
breeding cows and 80 deer. After some years the family returned to Auckland where Harold joined Chatfield & Co., a small
accountancy practice and in 1987 left the
partnership
with his team and set up as a sole practitioner. In 1990 Robert was a
Auckland
Parades
passenger in a car accident which left him a Tetraplegic. Harold and Wendy separated and divorced. Robert was in the Auckland Spinal Unit for many months and it was discovered that the support offered by the Accident Compensation Corporation
was minimal, so Harold joined Robert and a small group of Tetraplegics to form The Tetraplegic Action Support Committee
Inc. to take a case for support against the ACC using Robert as a test case. Court proceedings dragged on for three years,
then ACC tossed in the towel and the court awarded 24 hour care, 7 days a week at a rate of $10 per hour. The battle was
won but the war was not, as there were no pools of trained caregivers. It was at this time that Harold decided to set up a
caregiving agency. It was a busy life. Harold had married Mary Louise Clifton in 1990. During his caregiving expansion time
Harold who had always taken a pride in his Scottish heritage made 8 trips to Scotland and 3 to Prince Edward Island. In 2006
he was elected President of Clan Donald Auckland which he held for 5 years and on the 11 th July 2007 was appointed the
Clans High Commissioner for New Zealand, a role he held until his death. Harold took over the editorship and publication of
firstly the Clan Donald Auckland newsletter and then he formed the NZ Clan Donald Federal Association, and changed the
name to The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated.
After 21 years Harold sold McIsaac Caregiving Agency on 31 st March 2012. Harold’s Trust purchased new premises at 196a
East Coast Road, Forrest Hill and He, Tina and Alison moved there and re-set up his accounting practice as Financial
Accounting Services Limited.
With his background in Auckland Boys Grammar School and Clan Donald, Harold became Patron of the
Grammar Pipe Band.
Harold was invited to become a Trustee of the Clan Donald Lands Trust, a 20,000 acre estate at Armadale
on the Isle of Skye being elected to the Executive Committee and becoming Deputy Chairman. He
involved himself in the instigation and then re-organisation of the way the Trust was managed and organised making numerous grants including contributing to new venison processing facilities and a children’s
playground.
On the 18th May 2014 at the Annual General Meeting of the Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Harold
was presented with the Somerled Certificate signed by all six Chiefs making up the High Council of Clan
Donald recognising his outstanding work and dedication in representing and promoting Clan Donald.
Earlier he had been made a life member of Clan Donald Auckland and on the occasion of the 21 st birthday
of TASC was also made a life member of that organisation. See pages 2-5 for tributes…...
www.clandonald.org.nz
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The High Chief of Clan Donald
Lord Macdonald The Rt. Hon. Godfrey James Macdonald of Macdonald
I first met Harold nearly fifteen years ago as we crossed to Islay for the modern inauguration of the High
Council of Clan Donald. His strong personality stood out like a beacon, and it was obvious from this very first
exchange that here was a man destined to become my High Commissioner in New Zealand.
This destiny was fulfilled, Harold, following in the footsteps of Donald Webster duly accepted this commission.
Harold will be sorely missed, not only by his immediate family, but by all of us associated with the great Clan
Donald throughout the world. His wisdom and generosity, will be remembered and recorded in our history.
***********

Chief of Sleat and Clan Huisdein
Sir Ian Godfrey Bosville Macdonald of Sleat, Bart
There are and will be many tributes to this great son of Clan Donald, a true and loyal Clansman, generous to
many and an example of how to live a good life in this troubled and confused world.
His wise council and unflappability when lesser men were not quite sure how to proceed will be missed. He did
not suffer fools though and like all members of Clan Donald, if he had an opinion about something, you were
always going to hear it, whether comfortable or not. Thank Heavens for plain speakers!
A great and Christian man.
I salute you – farewell dear friend.

Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

***********

Harold McIsaac was a giant in Clan Donald, not only with Clan Donald New Zealand, but also with the Clan Donald Lands Trust
and the Clan Donald Society of the Highlands and Islands.
Harold was down-to-earth and straightforward, not looking for personal glory, and I feel it was a privilege to have known him
and to know his wonderful wife Mary.
With great sadness.
***********

Professor Norman N Gillies OBE
I joined the Clan Donald Lands Trust in January 2008 as Director of Development.
In the three years that I spent at Armadale I much appreciated the role that Harold McIsaac played as a Trustee. I found him
humble and unassuming, more interested in the greater good than personal aggrandisement. He had the advantage of a deep
understanding of the cultural context, and his input into the affairs of the Clan Donald Lands trust will be sorely missed.
“Do dhol a-mach, ‘s do theachd a-steach coimheadaidh Dia a-ghnath” Salm 121 V8.

Major Bruce W. Macdonald, (USA) Ret’d
Trustee, Clan Donald Lands Trust
Finlaggan Councillor

***********

My wife Roselyn and I cannot express how shocked and saddened we are by the news of Harold’s passing.
Harold was a great man, one I have come to not only respect, but love and admire. His contributions to our collective life in
Clan Donald cannot easily be measured.
I felt a spiritual connection with Harold because he was a man of faith. We all should take great comfort that Harold is now in
the presence of our Lord and that light perpetual will shine upon him.

Pam McDonald, Commissioner/President
Clan Donald Western Australia

***********

It is with deep sadness that I write this tribute to a man who has touched so many lives and in so many different ways. A man who was generous to a fault. A man who when giving did so with deep sincerity. I will never
forget his cheeky good humour.
I first met Harold at the Clan Donald Chief’s Tour dinner in Edinburgh 2010. I had the pleasure of chatting with
Harold throughout the evening, of course this involved Clan Donald but also the happening of Clan Donald in
WA. Harold was a great support in many ways to our Society here in the West. You have and will always be
held in very high esteem by all in Clan Donald WA.
On hearing the saddest news of Harold’s passing I flew to Auckland, to not only say farewell to a special friend, but to also
farewell a man who has become a great friend to Clan Donald Western Australia. The memories I have of spending personal
time with Harold and Mary will always be so special to me. Sweet dreams our dear friend from all at CD, Western Australia.
www.clandonald.org.nz
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Allan MacDonald of Vallay
Harold’s passing has been keenly felt around the world. The sense of shock and sadness was palpable.
Like many I first met Harold and Mary through Clan Donald Auckland. I was immediately drawn to Harold, who
had a dry sense of humour, and was an astute reader of people.
He helped establish new Societies in Hawke’s Bay and Wellington as well as several overseas. He also established the national body, Clan Donald New Zealand.
I convinced him to join the Clan Donald Lands Trust, where his extraordinary business skills contributed to the
turn around of the Trust and make it a success it is today.
Harold was a gentleman in every respect. A brilliant businessman. A compassionate man and a carer of many
people. An absolutely generous man with his time and influence, and an outstanding leader.
I was privileged to have known Harold for many years, and had come to count him a close friend and mentor.
I am sure Harold will want us to reflect on the many happy times we have all spent with him and Mary, and to learn, to live life,
as he lived; to the full, with courage and humility and to show respect to all you may come into contact with.
God bless you Harold.
***********
Alan MacDonald
High Commissioner for Clan Donald New Zealand
It was with great sadness I learnt of the passing of Harold McIsaac. I only got to know him in recent years, mainly as a result of the formation of Clan Donald New Zealand.
Harold had a huge passion for Clan Donald and visited our Clan Donald Societies throughout New Zealand,
meeting local members at meetings and social gatherings.
Those who were fortunate enough to have a close involvement with Harold, will remember not only the man
but the tremendous amount he achieved for his beloved Clan Donald here and overseas.
***********
Thomas McDonald
North Island Commissioner for Clan Donald New Zealand
I first met Harold toward the end of the 1990’s, at an annual dinner for Clan Donald Auckland.
All along Harold was known for his generosity. At the end of his Presidency in Auckland, he made substantial
donations to establish a capital fund, whose income is a major contributor to the finances of the society.
Harold made the newsletter a benchmark production, first as an Auckland production, and later as the mouthpiece of Clan Donald New Zealand. This leadership in printed publications was later extended to overseas Clan
Donald groups, and the Clan Donald Lands Trust. The Auckland Grammar pipe Band now wears Clanranald kilts
as a direct result of Harold’s sponsorship.
Harold had a most happy knack of getting the best out of people – not by brute force, but by the persuasion of
setting a great example of himself. He is sorely missed by all who knew him.

Bruce McGechan
President of Clan Donald Auckland

***********

On the 18th of August 1998 Harold Morley McIsaac filled out an application form for membership of Clan
Donald Auckland. Little did we realise the significance of this application, and what it would mean to not only
Clan Donald Auckland but to Clan Donald worldwide.
Harold very quickly joined the committee, and became Vice President. Harold’s generosity is legendary. When
Harold retired as President after an amazing 5 years, he became Patron to Clan Donald Auckland.
In 2007 Harold was appointed High Commissioner for New Zealand, and this seemed to spur him on to greater
efforts. He established Clan Donald New Zealand.
Harold sponsored, with scholarships, our younger people in their cultural activities and supported the Newsletter and Website.
Clan Donald New Zealand had it’s 4th AGM in Dunedin in May 2014, and is in the process of planning for the next 5 years.
Unfortunately Clan Donald will no longer have the help and guidance of Harold McIsaac.
Personally I counted Harold as a close friend. We would meet and sometimes chat over the phone discussing Clan Donald
activities in New Zealand and overseas.
Harold seemed to have his ups and downs with his health. But this did not stop him as he was always prepared to help. Even in
the last few weeks he and Mary spent the Saturday of Queen’s Birthday weekend helping out in the Clan Donald Pavilion at
the Cloud on Queen’s Wharf.
One week later he presented the Certificate of Appointment to Tom McDonald, the new North Island Commissioner at a
special luncheon and then attended the monthly committee meeting.
I will miss him, as I am sure all our Clan Donald people will, both here and overseas.
Rest in peace Harold Morley McIsaac. You have achieved more than most people would have in a dozen lifetimes.
www.clandonald.org.nz
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Angus McDonald
President of Clan Donald NZ & President of Clan Donald Wellington
Harold’s death has come as a complete surprise to us all. Totally unexpected. All who knew him will agree
that he was the most generous and sincere person you could meet and be associated with. A true gentleman
in every aspect.
I have known Harold for 7 years and he was an inspiration. He was always so positive and had such a great
outlook on life. A person to whom many of us looked up to. A friend.
Not only is Harold a huge loss to Clan Donald New Zealand but to Clan Donald Worldwide. He has put an
enormous effort into this Clan. More so than many Clan members will ever realise. His passion was Clan
Donald.
Rest in peace friend.
***********

Bill McDonald
Secretary of Clan Donald Otago
Finlaggan Councillor

The sudden passing of our High Commissioner Harold McIsaac, came as a real shock to members of the Clan
Donald Society in Otago.
It was a few weeks beforehand that we had the pleasure of Harold’s attendance at the AGM of the National
Association in Dunedin.
Harold has made a very large contribution to Clan Donald affairs in the time he has been the High Commissioner, and his generosity has extended around New Zealand and particularly in Scotland and the Clan Donald
Lands trust, of which body he was a highly valued member. His business acumen must have been of tremendous value to that Trust, and we are positive that he will be greatly missed.
David McDonald
President of Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay

***********

Like everyone else who knew Harold, I was shocked to learn of his untimely death. From reading the
tributes made to his memory, it is obvious that he reached out to many people during his life and made a
difference to all of them.
I came to know Harold a few years back when he and some others from the Auckland Clan Donald
Society were trying to set up a branch in Hawke’s Bay. A group of interested people was formed in
Hawke’s Bay and eventually Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay came into existence, with much help and support
from Auckland. Harold backed the new organisation to the hilt, visiting Hawke’s Bay in person on more
than one occasion to provide encouragement and help, and even providing some initial funding to start
things off.
Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay always regarded Harold with a good deal of respect and affection, and was delighted to receive him
whenever he was able to visit.
My last memory of Harold comes from the national AGM in Dunedin not long ago in May 2014. As we listened to the excellent
piping of Dr Warwick Johnson, Harold said to me that one of his great regrets was never learning to play the pipes. He
recounted that, while still a teenager, he decided that he would become a piper and told his father. His father’s response was
“Congratulations on your decision. Now when are you leaving home?” The plan to learn to play the pipes came to an abrupt
end.
While we will continue to miss Harold for many years to come, it is comforting to know that the foundations he played such a
big part in laying will support Clan Donald as it continues to grow.
***********

Alison Williams
Clan Donald Auckland Treasurer
Harold’s PA
I commenced work for Harold in March 2000 as his Personal Assistant. I can still hear the
words ‘’nothing goes out of this office unless it is copied” ringing in my ears.
How does one put 14 years of memories into a few sentences. I never felt like an employee
with Harold but more like ‘one of the family’. We had such great times, plenty of laughs,
and even a few tears.
We will always remember him for his humour and gentle nature.
Gone but never forgotten.

www.clandonald.org.nz
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Diane Hendrickson Winder
Chaplain of Clan Donald Auckland
A tribute to a life of Leadership, Generosity and Goodwill
A treasured tree has fallen, and a great gap is left in our world. Such was the mark made by the way in which
Harold walked amongst us. Cherished heart of his family, and bright light of our lives leaves us speechless.
How does one even begin to pay tribute to a life of one of the most dignified, generous and kind-hearted
souls?
Gentle, wise, loyal, good-natured, giving, thoughtful, attentive, altruistic, understanding, respectful, reserved,
witty, moral, principled, honourable, caring, considerate and warm. These are but a few of the esteemed
views by which so many people held Harold.
As a husband, father, clansman and friend it is without doubt that Harold has been well loved and respected by family and
friends alike. In classic noble fashion, Harold made an immense difference to the lives of people throughout New Zealand.
And his profound influence has extended far across land and sea to Scotland and around the world. Harold was never one
to draw front-row limelight. Yet his enormous contribution to all things Clan Donald spans the globe from Auckland to
Scotland.
In May , we applauded as Harold was awarded The Somerled Certificate, named after the medieval Gaelic hero, for his outstanding work and dedication to represent and promote Clan Donald in New Zealand.
Hospitality was one of the many hallmarks of Harold’s generous nature. Whether at Harold and Mary’s home, at the many
Clan dinners, or in the Pavilion at the various Highland Games.
Truly, there are no words for the loss of this great man. We can only hope that, in time, our sorrow will subside. May we
commemorate Harold with grace and admiration. And may we all be inspired by Harold’s life – one of immense yet quiet
leadership, generosity and goodwill.
Farewell treasured and honoured friend.
***********

Alton McDonald
President of Clan Donald Southland
Harold will be remembered for his enthusiasm and generosity towards all things Clan. He ventured
to the deep south to attend all of our more significant events during his time as High Commissioner
and was clearly very proud of his heritage & passionate about preserving it. Clan Donald Southland
offer our condolences and best wishes to Harold’s family. The photo of Harold to the right was taken in
2010 from Southland’s 50th celebration at Glencoe.

Reflections

Murdock McDonald presenting Harold & Mary McIsaac
with their special “Quaich’s”

www.clandonald.org.nz
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High Commissioner appointed
At a gathering in Christchurch on Saturday 1st November Alan
MacDonald was presented with his warrant for High Commissioner,
New Zealand.
INTRODUCING ……..
Alan MacDonald lives in Christchurch and has done since finishing work in 2004 as a
senior executive within the banking industry. Alan has over 30 years experience in
banking and finance in New Zealand and overseas.
Alan now works part time as a Finance Manager for a small company in Christchurch
and is actively involved in the Laura Fergusson Trust as Board Chairman of both Laura
Fergusson Trust Canterbury and the national Laura Fergusson Trust Board.
On the sporting side, he is a keen lawn bowler and currently Treasurer of his local bowling club.
Alan enjoys time with his family - two married daughters and grandchildren, plus immediate family.
Alan has always been proud and interested in his Scottish heritage. Being an avid
reader and having a keen interest in history assisted. He has made several trips to
Scotland and was fortunate enough to enjoy a year working in Glasgow as part of his
banking career.
When growing up his Scottish links were often talked about. In particular that they
were the descendants of the MacDonalds of Glencoe. Furthermore they were the
rightful claimants to the Chieftainship of the MacDonalds of Glencoe.
Alan recalls listening to stories told by his grandfather and father of the massacre and
life in Glencoe. They also had great pride in the achievements of their ancestors in New
Zealand. Alan’s great great great grandfather and family arrived in New Zealand in
1840. Like so many Scots, they arrived with very little but created successful lives in
their new country.
At school Alan was always proud of his Scottish roots and no doubt dreamed of becoming the Chieftain of the mighty MacDonald of Glencoe Clan.
Since living in Christchurch Alan has become a member of Clan Donald Canterbury. His
parents were foundation members and are still actively involved. He recently served
three years as President and last year was President of the Clan Donald New Zealand
Association.

New High Commissioner
Alan MacDonald

Tom McDonald, North Island
Commissioner and Elwyn Martin,
South Island Commissioner with
Alan MacDonald

Angus McDonald, President CDNZ
with Alan MacDonald, Tom
McDonald and Elwyn Martin

www.clandonald.org.nz
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NOTICE BOARD
N E W S FLASH— We are joining Facebook
How to Set Up a Facebook Page by Chelsey McDonald
To enable you to become part of the Facebook World (and get involved in the Clan Donald Community Facebook Page) you need to set up
your own Facebook Page. It is quite easy, simply follow these steps;
Step 1
Hook up to the internet and type in www.facebook.com
Step 2
Go to Sign Up and fill out the required fields, using your email address and a password you will now have a Facebook Account and be able to
log on at any stage
Step 3
When you are logged in (after completing Step 2) you can fill in some information about yourself and even upload a photo of yourself. You
only need to put what you are comfortable with as far as personal information goes. Certainly put ‘Town’ or ‘City’ as this can help when people are searching for you.
Step 4
You can now add friends and family so you can keep in contact with them and they with you. To do this, go to the top of the Facebook page
where the searchable is. Type in the name of the person you are searching for. Once found click on their name and their own Facebook page
will come up. Just remember, there may be several people with that same name (if not 100’s) so you may have to type in town or city. Or
they may have uploaded a photo and you recognise them from the photo.
Step 5
When you have found your friend and their page has come up you will see a ‘add as friend’ button. Click on that and a 'friend request' will be
sent to your friend. Your friend will in turn accept the invitation. You can then communicate with them!!
Step 6
Follow steps 4 and 5 for all of your friends and family. For Clan Donald Facebook, simply type in Clan Donald of New Zealand and then follow
Step 5.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 23rd May 2015
VENUE: West Plaza Hotel, 110-116 Wakefield Street, Wellington
West Plaza Hotel is in the middle of the city, within easy walking distance to many attractions.
AGM: 1.30pm at the West Plaza Hotel .. Dorset Suite (we can have room from 1pm to 4pm)
DINNER: 6.30pm at the West Plaza Hotel - Dorset Suite
COST PER HEAD: $49.50 (excludes alcohol/beverages)
ACCOMMODATION:
- West Plaza Hotel
- room rate is $140.00 incl Gst and breakfast for 2 people per room per night
- when making booking quote Clan Donald #362934
- to make a booking call the Hotel directly on 04 473 1440
CONFIRMATION & PAYMENT:
- attendance needs to be confirmed by 31 January 2015
- payment of $49.50 per person will need to be made by 31 January 2015
- payments received will be banked into the CD Wellington Society bank account and a receipt will be issued
- a deposit has to be paid to the Hotel and this is why we are asking for early payment to be made
FURTHER NOTICE:
- a more detailed notice will be sent out to the Secretaries of each Society mid November
ALL ENQUIRIES & CONFIRMATIONS:
- please direct to
Patricia McKechnie, 82 Parata Street, Waikanae 5036, Kapiti Coast
Ph. (04) 293 4290
jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz
www.clandonald.org.nz
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SPECIAL FEATURE
with
GENEALOGIST Heather MacDonald Higgins

GENE CORNER
Greetings Clansfolk
FROM THE ISLES TO THE ANTIPODES – The MacIsaacs/
McIsaacs
Harold’s story starts with his Great, Great, Grandparents, John MacIsaac and
Ann Johnston. They were married cir 1799 probably on Benbecula or Sth Uist
in Inverness-shire. They emigrated to Prince Edward Island sometime after
1802 with their two daughters Margaret(cir1800) & Catherine(cir1802) and had
at least another seven children (Sarah, Mary, Donald, Neil(GG/f), John,
Euphemia & Roderick) between 1805 and 1822 while living at Lot 18 before
eventually settling in Lot 8(Glenwood). John died sometime during 1841 & July
1855, and Ann between 1861-1881. John & Ann led quiet lives on their farm
surrounded by their family and other relatives.
Their 2nd son Neil MacIsaac (b 1814,Indian River, Lot 18 PEI) married Ann
MacDonald 7 Oct 1845 at PEI and according to Neil’s Last Will & Testament
dated 29 Dec 1887, their children were John, Michael, Bruno(G/F), Allan,
Alfred, Maggie, Matilda, Mary Ann, Theresa, Elizabeth & James.
The Glenwood MacIsaacs came to New Zealand around 1880 through the
Kaipara Harbour Northland with the NZ descendants attributed mainly to Bruno
& his sister Theresa. Bruno left home early, gained his Ship Masters Certificate
by age 20yrs and his maiden voyage was to bring the PARNELL to New Zealand
for sale, and was used in the logging trade between Kaipara & Australia, 18831890. Theresa joined her brother on many trips to/from Australia under the
role of ships Cook.
“Captn” Bruno
George McIsaac (1854-1904)
married Ruth Ann Powell 10 Nov 1886 at Aratapu.
It is noted they had four children, Bruno George
Jnr (b Aratapu), with Emma, Richard Harold(F) and
Veronica all born in Melbourne. Veronica died as
a child and is buried at the Mt Wesley Cemetery,
Dargaville with her grandfather Richard Powell.
Theresa also moved to Melbourne where she
married Ruth’s brother John Joseph Powell in
1890 at Gypsland, returning to Te Kopuru, NZ.
Bruno was shunned by the Glenwood PEI family because he married outside the faith. The
children were baptised in the Catholic Church with the surname recorded as MacIsaac but they
were brought up as Anglicans and the spelling changed to McIsaac, with contact only resuming
in the 1970’s. Theresa’s children were brought up in the Catholic faith and she maintained
contact with their Glenwood relatives.

www.clandonald.org.nz

Ruth Ann Powell

8

Bruno & Ruth eventually split up and Ruth returned to the Kaipara. She, Emma, Richard Harold & Veronica went to live with
her father Richard Powell on his farm, whilst Bruno Jnr was taken in by Ruth’s sister Emma at Te Kopuru. As youths both Bruno
Jnr & Richard Harold worked in the Powell family butchery business. Richard Harold was known as Little Harold, so for
clarification I will call him Harold Snr.
Ruth remarried in 1900 to John Bergman. With the Kaipara’s decline they moved to Auckland taking over the lease of the
Ellerslie Hotel which was very popular with the Ellerslie Racecourse nearby. After Bergman’s death Harold Snr took over the
lease from his mother. Before the war, Harold Snr continued on in the family butchery with an active roll in the local Military
Cadet Unit. He went to war with the 1st Platoon E Company 27th Reinforcements and served with the NZ Divn in the battles of
France & Belgium.
At one time whilst sleeping in the sleeping pits Harold Snr with buried alive for two days after a shell
burst, unable to free himself until the NZ troops reoccupied the trench.
Harold Snr had a great love of bowls, becoming President and then Patron of the Ellerslie Bowling Club. During the depression
years of the 1930’s he gave significant financial support to the club enabling it to survive, and he also advanced unsecured
loans to many individuals to help them through the troubled years.
Harold Snr married Phyllis Annie Goodman on 12 Jan 1927 eventually having two
sons, John Edward and Harold Morley. Harold Snr and his family had a short time at
Manurewa then moved to Epsom where he lived until his death. Harold’s & Phyllis’s
ashes are interred at St Andrews Church Epsom, a beautiful Selwyn Church under the
control of the Historic Place Trust of New Zealand. A small stained glass window commemorates the family.
This is the same church in which Harold Morley McIsaac’s funeral was held July 2014.
Harold’s amazing family, business & life achievements are covered in his Eulogy so no
need to mention them here, except to say it is easy to see Harold had a great role
model in his father Harold Snr. They both had an extremely generous & giving spirit.
All the above comes from a beautifully bound book which Harold gave me covering his
ancestor’s journeys from Scotland to Prince Edward Island and on to New Zealand
Harold’s parents Richard Harold McIsaac

called ‘From

the Isles to the Antipodes, the story of The MacIsaacs/

& Phyllis Annie Goodman

McIsaacs of Lot 8 and their New Zealand Descendants’. On the inside title page,
Harold states “This compilation is for family reference purposes only and is not for
sale”. The book was completed 2010 and besides Harold’s research, there are various contributions from family members and
others. There is more covering the Powell and Rope lines, but I have dealt only with Harold’s direct line.
Rest in Peace, Harold, it has been a pleasure knowing you..…may your new journey continue to be as full and eventful. My
thoughts continue to be with Mary, Andy, Doug, Deborah, and their families.

www.clandonald.org.nz
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Report from
CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND
On Saturday the 30th August 50 guests sat down to a fantastic dinner at the Quality Hotel
Parnell in Auckland.
The evening started with the guests chatting over pre-dinner drinks followed by the piping in of
the official party. Those being President of Clan Donald, Auckland, Bruce McGechan and his
wife Halina, guest speaker Clan Historian and Vice President Carl Bradley and his wife Cindy
Geoff Parry, MC Andrew Wilkie
and the North Island Commissioner, Tom McDonald and his wife Lynnette.
chatting with Jon Winder

The welcoming speech by the President Bruce McGechan included special reference to the
untimely death of Clan Donald Past President and High Commissioner for New Zealand, Harold McIsaac. Especially his
tremendous contribution, to not only Clan Donald Auckland but to Clan Donald in New Zealand and around the World.
A special welcome was given to members of the McIsaac family, Mary Doug and Pat. Guests were
also asked to stand and observe one minute silence in respect for Harold McIsaac.
MC for the evening was Andrew Wilkie, Immediate Past President, who kept the guests amused with
his many Scottish quips and jokes.

Carl Bradley

Entertainment started with the Haggis Ceremony followed by the Balmoral
Dancers with a selection of Scottish Dances. The Balmoral Dancers have
performed at all the Clan Donald Annual Dinners since 1998. As usual they
performed brilliantly.

A special thank you must be given to Piper Tony Graham who stepped in at short notice due to
Pipers Anton and Blair Hodson coming down with very bad colds.
The highlight of the evening was the address given by Clan Historian Carl Bradley on the Scottish
Independence Referendum which was very appropriate as the vote was only three weeks away.

Piper Tony Graham

A very enjoyable evening finished with Auld Lang Syne.

Coming E V E N T S
CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND
Auckland Highland Games - Three Kings Domain - Auckland
Saturday 22nd November 2014
Clan Donald will be present with the pavilion, to provide hospitality, information and to recruit new members. We wish to
welcome all of our members for a little hospitality and a chat. The games will give us an opportunity to renew old friendships
and make new ones. Clan Donald memorabilia will also be available for sale. Information will be readily available for anyone
wishing to know anything about the MacDonald Clans. MacDonald of MacDonald; MacDonald of Sleat; MacDonald of
Clanranald and MacDonell of Glengarry. These games are the only ones in our area with free entry, and are the first games of
the season. See you there…...

Pre-Christmas Lunch
Sunday 14th December 2014
All Clan Donald members are invited to a casual lunch in the Highlander Bar at the
Northcote Tavern, 37 Queen Street, Northcote. The bar opens at 11am and we will
be there from 11.30am. There is a great menu which includes their famous Sunday
Roast. There is plenty of room for everyone as there is an extra area outside. All
members to wear tartan, kilts etc. We look forward to seeing you there.

Waipu Highland Games—Caledonian Grounds
Thursday 1st January 2015
Clan Donald will be present with the Pavilion in the Avenue of Clans. The Pavilion will be operating for hospitality, genealogy
support, recruitment of new members and sales of Clan Donald memorabilia. All of our members are welcome for a little
hospitality and a chat. And the games will give us an opportunity to renew old friendships and make new ones. Information
will be readily available for anyone wishing to know anything about the MacDonald Clans. MacDonald of MacDonald;
MacDonald of Sleat; MacDonald of Clanranald and MacDonell of Glengarry. There will also be a Haggis Ceremony at 11.30am
at the Pavilion, and there will be an opportunity to have a taste.
www.clandonald.org.nz
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Report from

CLAN DONALD SOUTHLAND
On 12th October we recently enjoyed lunch prior to our AGM.
After 19 years of being Secretary/Treasurer for Clan Donald Southland, Elma
McDonald passed over the duties to her daughter Marylyn Hayes.
The committee agreed to make Elma our patron and would like to thank her
most sincerely for her efforts and dedication to the Clan.

Marylyn Hayes & Elma McDonald

Coming E V E N T S

CLAN DONALD SOUTHLAND
Christmas Lunch
Sunday 30th November
Members are all invited to a ‘pot luck’ lunch at Judy Dunnes, 18 Chelmsford
Street, Windsor at 12.30pm.

Members enjoying lunch before AGM

Report from

CLAN DONALD CANTERBURY
CANTERBURY TARTAN DAY LUNCHEON
The Tartan Day luncheon organised by the Scottish Heritage Council was held on 6th
July this year at Robbies Elmwood in Christchurch.
About 50 people attended with representatives from a good number of Clans—
McLaughlin, Fraser, Cameron, Campbell, Gunn to name a few. About 12 members of
Clan Donald Canterbury attended.

Haggis party—Margaret Donald, Nick
Cameron, Ann Smith & Ross Fraser

We enjoyed an excellent meal which was preceded by haggis and a wee dram
for those who wished to partake.

Getting down to the serious business of writing a limerick

This year attendees were asked to write a limerick of 5 lines with the first line
ending in the world ‘whisky’. Guess what was the most common ending for
the second line—yes it was ‘frisky’! The top 5 limericks were selected and
read out, much to the amusement of all.

Coming E V E N T S

CLAN DONALD CANTERBURY
Branch Meeting
Sunday 23rd November
At St Albans Community Centre—12.30pm to 3.30pm.
Meeting commences at 1.30pm preceded by a pot luck lunch.

Colin & Doreen MacDonald

Christmas Party
Sunday 14th December
At St Albans—Merrivale Bowling Club, 5 Donald Street
(off St Albans Street). 11.30am bowls and socialising
with lunch at 1.00pm.
www.clandonald.org.nz
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The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

Angus D. McDonald
Wellington
E: angus@uparc.co.nz

Christine Martin
Canterbury
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

To be advised

Alison Williams
Auckland
E: admin@financialaccounts.co.nz

AUCKLAND

CANTERBURY

PRESIDENT
Bruce McGechan
5 Downer Street
Helensville 0800
Ph: (09) 420 7602
E: mcgechan@xtra.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Christine Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

PRESIDENT
David McDonald
P O Box 35,
Hastings 4156
Ph: (06) 877 7730
E: david@macdonaldbrummer.co.nz

VICE PRESIDENTS
Carl Bradley
E: carlmbradley@hotmail.com
Lynnette McDonald
E: Lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale,
Christchurch 8014
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Margaret Donald
2/117A Studholme Street,
Christchurch
Ph: (03) 331 6102
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY
Jill Macdonald
P O Box 35,
Hastings 4156
Ph: (06) 878 7935
E: houseofmacdonald@xtra.co.nz
TREASURER
Peter Mackie
P O Box 8446
Havelock North 4157
Ph: (06) 877 4766
E: peter.mackie@slingshot.co.nz

OTAGO

SOUTHLAND

PATRON
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

HAWKES BAY
WELLINGTON
CANTERBURY
OTAGO
SOUTHLAND

WELLINGTON

PRESIDENT
Alton McDonald
1 Purdue Street
Hawthorndale
INVERCARGILL 9810
Ph: (03) 217 5608
E: alton.mcdonald@kinect.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Wendy Hellyer
24 Springfield Road, Milton, 9220
Ph: (03) 4178824
E: wendy.hellyer@xtra.co.nz

AUCKLAND

HAWKES BAY

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Marylyn Hayes
2919 Chaslands Highway, RD1
Tokanui 9884
Ph: (03) 246 8446
E: hayzerfamily@farmside.co.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue, Milton, 9220
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

CD Warrant Holders

PRESIDENT
Angus D. McDonald
P O Box 3, Waikanae 5250
Ph: (04) 905 5671
Mobile: 0274 389 473
E: angus@uparc.co.nz
VICE PRESIDENT
Grant MacDonald
E: macsol@paradise.net.nz
SECRETARY
Patricia McKechnie
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
CLAN DONALD IN NZ

FINLAGGAN
COUNSELLOR

Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale,
Christchurch 8014
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue
Milton 9220
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

Nth ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

AUCKLAND

Sth ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive
Broomfield, Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715 Mob: 0210 630 278
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

CANTERBURY
COMMITTEE

ALMONER
Judy Vause
E: j.vause@xtra.co.nz

CLAN HISTORIAN
Carl Bradley
carlmbradley@hotmail.com

CHAPLAIN
Diane Winder
E: diane@sephiraexperience.com

GENEALOGISTS
Heather MacDonald Higgins
Ph: (09) 627 2323
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz
Lynnette McDonald
Ph: (09) 238 8580
E: lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

TREASURER
Alison Williams
P O Box 65-021, Mairangi Bay
Ph: (09) 2139981 (Bus)
E: admin@financialaccounts.co.nz
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Andrew Wilkie
36 Kiwi Road
Point Chevalier 1022
Ph: (09) 846 6748
E: iridium@ihug.co.nz

COMMITTEE
Murdock S. McDonald
Ph: (09) 298 4802
Fax: (09) 298 4832
E: murdock@clear.net.nz
Eileen Clark
Mary McIsaac
Cindy Bradley

www.clandonald.org.nz

Ian Bright
421 Trents Rd, Christchurch 7604
Ph: (03) 344 5459
Irvine Kinraid
9 Mahars Rd, Christchurch 8013
Ph: (03) 942 1600
Cathy Lyall
44 Riccarton Rd, Christchurch 8011
Ph: (03) 343 5580
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield,
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
Ann Smith
109 Blankney Street
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 349 5517
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
Ian Donald
88 Main South Road
Christchurch 8042
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