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October has seen a burst of Clan 
activities in the South Island.

On the weekend of the 25th to 
27th October a MacDonell Clan 
gathering was held in Dunedin.  
Whilst it was not a formal Clan 
Donald function, it was great 
to see such a large gathering of 
people interested in their Scottish 
heritage.  On the Saturday there 
were greetings, presentations 
and photos followed by a dinner.  
On the Sunday, there was an 
inter-denominational Church 
Service followed by a bus trip 
around Dunedin and environs of 
historical significance.  This was 
a highly successful gathering and 
our compliments to all of the 
organisers.  See the group photo 
adjacent.

On Monday the 28th October 
Christchurch held a special event 
based on a country and western 
theme.  You will see from the 
photos on pages 2-3 that a great 
time was had by all.  Mary and I 
would like to express our thanks 
for their hospitality.

Being the final newsletter for this 
year I would like to send my very 
best wishes to all 
Clan organisations 
and Clanspeople 
for the festive 
season.

www.clandonald.org.nzPhoto by Geoff Horrell

Over the three days of Labour Day weekend, I attended a 
family reunion for the descendants of Lachlan MacDonell and 
his sister Katherine who arrived in Dunedin from Fort Augustus 
in 1863. Lachlan and his first wife Jessie who came to New 
Zealand with him were my great great grandparents. 

It was wonderful to meet cousins from a branch of my family I 
knew very little about and can now trace back six generations. 

I was very fortunate to meet Suzanne Lambkin who, as well 
as being a member of my extended family is Queensland 
Commissioner for Clan Donald, and her husband. 

It was a privilege to have a message of goodwill from the Chief 
of Glengarry read to the gathering by Bill McDonald in his role 
as Finlaggan Counsellor and through whom the message had 
been forwarded.  

Approximately one hundred people from UK, New Zealand, 
Australia and Argentina including Harold and Mary McIsaac, 
attended various events including a visit to the grave of the 23rd 
Glengarry chief at the Southern Cemetery.

Wendy Hellyer
President Clan Donald Otago

Report from
Clan Donald Otago

Bill McDonald with Queensland Clan Donald 
Commissioner Sue Lambkin

Finlaggan Counsellor Bill McDonald reading the 
message from Ranald MacDonell of Glengarry.

MacDonell Clan Gathering
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Report from
Clan Donald Canterbury

On Labour Day,  Clan Donald Canterbury 
held a Country and Western party which 
was hosted by Ann and Peter Smith. We 
were delighted our New Zealand High 
Commissioner, Harold McIsaac and his 
wife Mary were able to join us for what 
was a fun occasion. Ann, assisted by her 
sister Margaret and other clan members 
put on a range of entertainment – line 
dancing, a skit and a shooting gallery. Attendees were greeted with the request 

to leave horses and guns outside.

Arriving at the party, Ian and Valerie Bright (with horses) and Colin and Doreen 
MacDonald.

Pictured left to right, Angela Croft, Sandy Cooper and Alison Kinraid.

Enjoying the Canterbury sunshine (l to r), Harold McIsaac, Christine Martin, 
Valerie bright and Alan MacDonald.

Dolly Parton (Ann Smith) helps Sheriff Ian Bright with the BBQ

Enjoying the BBQ. (Left to right) Maureen Breach, Sandy Cooper, Mary and 
Harold McIsaac, Doreen MacDonald, Joyce McFerran, Angela Croft, Adrienne 
Pamment, and Sally Wihone

Representing the North Island at the shooting gallery is Mary McIsaac, 
watched by Doreen MacDonald while Harold McIsaac looks on with 
concern.

Country and Western Party
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Clan Donald Canterbury   E V E N T S

   Branch Meeting – Canterbury
Sunday 24th November 2013 
At the St Alban Community Centre. 
Pot luck lunch at 12.30 pm followed by 
meeting at 1.30 pm.

  Ceilidh Dance – Canterbury
Saturday 30th November 2013 
At Ray and Nancy Drury’s, Whincops 
Road, Halswell.

  Victoria Square Day – Canterbury 
Saturday 7th December 2013 
Okover Lawn at Ilam University.

  Christmas Dinner – Canterbury 
15th December 2013 
6.00pm at Robbies, Elmwood.

The Clan Donald Line Dancers (l to r), Ann Smith, Margaret Donald and 
Valerie Bright.

Clan Donald Line dancers (l to r), Valerie Bright, Margaret Donald and Ann 
Smith.

Elwyn Martin relaxing in the sunThe real big guns (l to r), Harold McIsaac NZ High Commissioner, Colin 
MacDonald claimant to the Chieftainship of Glencoe, Elwyn Martin South 
Island Commisioner and Alan MacDonald President of  The Associated Clan 
Donald Societies of NZ

Gordon Edward Duncan
21st May1934 – 29th July 2013
Gordon Duncan died suddenly at his home on 29th July 
2013. Gordon was a very much loved husband, father and 
grandfather to Beryl, Andrea, James, Rachel and Sean and 
the rest of the Duncan family.  Gordon had been a member 
of Clan Donald Canterbury since February 2008 and was 
a very active member of the Clan. He was our Auditor 
for the last three years. Gordon was very supportive and 
encouraging of his family involvement with Clan Donald. 
His grandchildren, Sean and Rachel have been recipients 
of sponsorship from the Clan and frequently attend 
events and have entertained us. Gordon is sadly missed 
by all members of Clan Donald Canterbury.

O B I T U A R Y
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Report from
Clan Donald Canterbury

Ann and Peter Smith assisted by Margaret Donald prepare afternoon tea Hard at work on the quiz. Pictured facing the camera are Alison Kinraid,  Sheila 
Cuthbertson, Elwyn Martin and Bob Lyle.

Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk. It was recently put on display after 16 years of 
restoration work.

Irvine Kinraid studies the history of the fighter jets on display in the new hall

Clan Donald Canterbury – Visit To The Air Force Museum of New Zealand 

The main display hall housing the selection of military aircraft Supermarine Spitfire Mk XVIE

On Sunday 11 August, Clan Donald Canterbury organised a visit to the 
Air Force Museum of New Zealand.

The Museum is located at Wigram and occupies the site of the Royal 
New Zealand Air Force’s first operational base. It is primarily a museum 
of the Royal New Zealand Air Force and New Zealand squadrons of the 
Royal Air Force.

The museum holds the national collection of the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force. The collection includes objects covering the early days of New 
Zealand military aviation through the World Wars to the present day.

Featured are New Zealand military aircraft along with stories of people 
who served in the Royal New Zealand Air Force. Some displayed aircraft 
were operational when they joined the collection. Others are the result 
of hours and hours of restoration mostly by volunteers.

The Museum was opened in 1987. It has continued to grow and expand 
with a 6500 square metre extension hall opened this year. In 2009 the 
admission charge was dropped.

Additional attractions are the Tour of the Restoration area, children’s 
education programmes, a Mosquito simulator, an exhibition on the “Dam 
Busters”, to name a few.

After the Museum visit, Clan members were invited to Ann and Peter 
Smith’s home for afternoon tea and take part in a quiz put together 
by Christine and Elwyn Martin. The quiz was a good test as to how 
observant we had been at the Museum. Valerie and Ian Bright came out 
top off the class.
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Report from
Clan Donald Canterbury

Hanmer Springs is a small holiday resort about 90 minutes drive north of 
Christchurch. It is best known for the award winning thermal pools. The 
village is set in a beautiful landscape surrounded by forests and mountains 
and was selected as the venue for Clan Donald Canterbury’s weekend 
away for 2013.

15 members travelled up to Hanmer Springs on Friday 13 September, 
stopping at The Red Post Cafe at Culverden for lunch. We stayed at the 
Hot Springs Motor Lodge and on arrival were joined by Clan members 
from Nelson, Bevan and Michelle Donald and their two delightful children, 
Poppy and William who had travelled down for the weekend.

On Friday night we enjoyed a BBQ at the motel, with meat generously 
supplied by Sandy Cooper and cooked by our Clan BBQ kings, Ian Bright 
and David McFerran. After a game of “guess who” it was time for dessert 
and birthday cake to celebrate Alison Kinraid’s birthday.

Enjoying brunch are, left to right, Margaret Donald, Valerie Bright, Joyce and 
David McFerran, Elwyn and Christine Martin and Alan MacDonald.

Enjoying brunch are, left to right, Alison Kinraid, Heather Bastida, Helen Ring, 
Rosemary Dodson, Sally Wihone, Ann Smith and Irvine Kinraid

Pictured in front lawn of the Marble Point Winery are Margaret Donald, Helen 
Ring and Ann Smith

Team photo at the Hot Springs Hotel restaurant

At work with the BBQ. Left to right. Ann Smith, David McFerran, Ian Bright and 
Elwyn Martin

Family reunion. Michelle and Bevan Donald from Nelson (back row) with their 
cousins, Margaret Donald, Ann Smith and Rosemary Dodson together with 
William and Poppy Donald.

Weekend Trip To Hanmer Springs
Saturday morning dawned bright and fine and Clan members had the 
day free to explore the village, visit the pools or rest up and enjoy the 
sunshine before the big quiz show run by Ian Bright at 4.00 pm, followed 
by dinner at the Hot Springs hotel restaurant.

Sunday morning was time to check out and head home but not before 
we watched the America’s Cup racing – anxious moments with Team 
New Zealand almost capsizing. After that excitement we went to the 
Marble Point Winery for brunch. The winery is set in a beautiful location 
overlooking the Waiau River.

It was then time to say our goodbyes and head back to Christchurch. 
It was agreed that those organising the weekend and the activities had 
done a brilliant job. A special thanks to Secretary, Maggie Donald for her 
work.
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Report from
CD Wellington & Districts

Front Row  Angus McDonald, Valda McCann,  Carol Cooney,  Joan Crooks (Clan 
Cochrane) Ewen McCann, Ian & Julie Dickson (Clan Keith) 
Middle Row Hector McDonald,  Louise Davidson (partially hidden), Patricia 
McKechnie Back Row Ross Gordon (Clan Gordon) Grant MacDonald, Jon 
McKechnie, Jeremy & Rona Cooper (Clan MacLeod)

As Scotsmen and Scotswomen, no 
matter where we are in the world, most 
of us never emotionally leave Scotland.  
Scotland is always in our hearts and in the 
hearts of the family’s of Scotsmen and 
Scotswomen, through the generations.

As a Consultant Engineer, 
from Glasgow, I have lived and 
worked all over the world but 
my heart and mind has  always 
been in Scotland.

As a young man, I loved 
reading Scottish history and 
I remember reading about a 
sole survivor of the Glencoe 
massacre and it stuck in 
my mind.  When I thought of 
the massacre of Clan Donald, 
my family’s original Clan, I felt 
angry for my family and for 
the sole survivor.

I wanted, somehow, to rewrite history, so 
that the survivor and indirectly, my family, 
got justice for her family and village for the 

most tragic and treacherous act against 
humanity and Scotland.  

I set about trying to right this wrong through 
my novel, LOST SOULS, where the sole 
unknown survivor, Nighean is physically 
rescued by Alexander, coincidentally, a 

Scottish secret double 
agent.  Emotionally, they 
fall in love and together set 
off across Europe to hunt 
for the perpetrators of the 
massacre.  Evidence leads 
them to two Royal Houses 
of Europe.  Gossip begins to 
suggest that there has been 
a survivor of the massacre.  
Nighean and Aleaxnder 
make plans to get justice 
by eliminating some of the 
perpetrators before Nighean 
must flee for her life.

Anyone who cares about justice for moral 
wrongdoing will find LOST SOULS an 
enlightening read.

End of book 1.  Story continues in book 2.

Below are two reviews of the book, one from 
Alex Salmond, first Minister of Scotland and 
one from a reader on amazon.com

Below is from an email I received from The 
First Minister of Scotland, Alex Salmond

‘The massacre of Glencoe is probably one of 
the most famous and most tragic episodes in 
Scottish History and your unique perspective 
will bring a fresh view on this subject’. 
 Alex Salmond, 
 First Minister of Scotland, 
 October 3, 2013

Amazon.com: 4.0 out of 5 stars  1 review

 A+ - A riveting read for anyone 
interested in Scottish history 18 Sep 2013 
By Leo - Published on Amazon.com

Format:  Kindle Edition

Not knowing anything about this author, I 
was apprehensive, but the subject matter 
made for a riveting read.  For many, Glencoe 
is a famous and often told tale of deceit and 

NEW Book Review

Clan Donald Wellington (and Districts) along with Clan Cochrane, Clan 
Gordon, Clan Keith and Clan MacLeod had an enjoyable gathering on 
the afternoon 31st August.

In the greater Wellington District their are some 16 Clans represented. 
On their own, many of these Clans often struggle to get numbers 
to attend functions with some of the them only having a handful of 
members. After a few emails and phone calls it was decided that it 
would be beneficial to all Clans if we joined up and met on a regular 
basis.

This is now the 3rd occasion where Clan Donald has hosted such an 
event and we look positively forward to hosting and attending many 
more. It is a great way for all of the Clans to associate with one another 
and to see who is up to what.

We met at the Kelburn Village Pub which is owned and run by a very 
enthusiastic Scotsman call Baz.

A haggis was purchased from the award winning Waikanae Butcher 
with Baz being more than happy to serve it up along with some 
whiskey and mash.

Just as the haggis was brought out Ewen McCann gave the group an 
extremely informative account of the ‘modern day’ bagpipes and then 
went on to play three tunes; Great the Cause of My Sorrow (The 
Lament of Glencoe) Piobaireachd (pibroch) of Donald Dhu Skye Boat 
Song

These tunes were met with great applause not only from our group 
but also the other patrons in the pub.

Two draws were held with Valda McCann winning a cd called ‘Scotland 
the Brave’ and Carol Cooney winning the other ‘The Edinburgh Tattoo 
1999’.

It was encouraging that family trees/histories were brought along for 
everyone to see. I think it was agreed that Joan Crooks of Clan Cochrane 
had the most impressive family history on the day. As it turned out, Joan 
showed one line of her family went back to Somerled.
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Joan Crooks Commissioner for Clan Cochrane 
wins the draw at an earlier Gathering

“Clan Donald Wellington would 
like to be joined by members 
from all over the country to 

celebrate 150 years of Tradition”

“Memories from the Past”  
– Lois MacDonell of Glengarry (centre) outside her home with Ranald MacDonell of 

Glengarry and Lady Glengarry (right), and Colin & Doreen MacDonald (left).

treachery. Lost Souls is a refreshingly 
different take on the subject, an easy to 
read but very informative narration of 
that fateful day in the Glen. Many books 
on the Macdonalds and specifically 
of the massacre in Glencoe are full of 
background and swimming in facts. But 
Ken Bissets book was a wonderful story 
in its telling. The characters were real 
and alive and it sucked you in with every 
page and I could not put it down. I highly 
recommend this book for the novice or 
the seasoned veteran of Scottish history.

If you would like to include a copy of my 
book in your library, please contact me 
at sus_ken@yahoo.co.uk and I will 
arrange to have one sent to you @ £7.60 
a copy plus £5.00 postage.

If you prefer to order through a local 
bookshop, which will probably cost more, 
the ISBN number is 978-0-9927329-0-5

Published by MacLeod Parker.
Kind regards
Ken Bisset
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Welcome Back 
to Clan Donald 
Auckland Members
Clan Donald Auckland welcomes 
back the following members:

Sally Meiklejohn
Liz Allen
Betty Atkinson
Roger Holder
Bill Sanderson
Ewan Grant-Mackie
Ken Greene

Report From
Clan Donald Auckland Clan Donald Auckland  COMING EVENTS

  Auckland Highland Games 
Saturday 23rd November 2013
Three Kings Domain, Auckland – Clan 
Donald will be present with the pavilion, 
to provide hospitality, information and 
to recruit new members. We wish to 
welcome all of our members for a little 
hospitality and a chat. Information will 
be readily available for anyone wishing 
to know anything about the MacDonald 
Clans. These games are the only ones in 
our area with free entry, and are the first 
games of the season.

  Hogmanay at Waipu

31st December 2013
Clan Donald will not be organising 
Hogmanay at Waipu this year. 

The Waipu Clansman Motel & Restaurant will 
be open for dinner and should you wish to 
attend, please give the Clansman Motel a call 
on (09)  432-0424  to reserve your seats.

  Waipu Highland Games 
1st January 2014 
Caledonian Grounds, Waipu
Members of the committee will be at the 
Caledonian Grounds from around 2pm on 
Tuesday the 31st of December to erect 
the pavilion in the Avenue of Clans.

The pavilion will be operating for 
hospitality, genealogy support, recruitment 
of new members and sales of Clan Donald 
memorabilia. There will be a Haggis 
Ceremony at 11.30am at the pavilion and 
there will be an opportunity to have a 
taste.

The Newsletter Editor welcomes your input, 
be it an article, a letter or photographs. 
Communications should be to the High 
Commissioner Harold McIsaac by email: 
harold@financialaccounts.co.nz

General Interest  •  Greyfriar’s Bobby  •  Anniversary

141 years on Bobby is gone 
but not forgotten
Bobby is said to have spent 14 years sitting on the grave 
of his master John Gray, known as Auld Jock. He died on 
January 14, 1872 and is buried in Greyfriar’s Kirkyard.

Scots News January, 2013

ON JANUARY 14 Edinburgh will remember the 141st year since the 
passing of one of its most famous ‘citizens’.

The scruffy Iittle Skye Terrier who faithfully watched over his master’s 
grave for 14 years in Greyfriar’s Kirkyard became known as Greyfriar’s 
Bobby.

His owner John Gray, known as Auld Jock, was either a night watchman 
or a shepherd, depending upon which legend you believe, and dog and 
master were inseparable. On February 8, 1858 Gray died of tuberculosis 
and was buried in Greyfriars Kirkyard in the Old Town of Edinburgh.

Bobby is said to have spent the rest of his life -14 years - sitting on his 
master’s grave and being fed at a nearby restaurant. The Lord Provost 
of Edinbmgh, Sir William Chambers, paid for Bobby’s licence making 
him the responsibility of the city council.

He could not be buried within the 
cemetery itself, so instead when he 
died on January 14 1872 he was put to 
rest just inside the gate of Greyfriar’s 
Kirkyard, not far from John Gray’s 
grave.  A year later, Lady Burdett-
Coutts had a statue and fountain erected 
to commemorate the wee dug.

The local merchants have always done 
well out of Bobby who now has a pub 
named after him in Candlemaker Row. 
Bobby has also been immortalised in 
books and films.



Clan Donald Auckland
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Changes for 2014 
Newsletters
Newsletters will now be produced 
three times per year as follows:-

1st March  – deadline  15th February
1st July  – deadline  18th June
1st November – deadline  18th October

Obituary
Clan Donald Auckland wish to 
express their sorrow on the passing 
of Norma Hutcheson 
on 3rd September 2013. 
With her husband Graeme they 
were great workers for the Clan.

Obituary
From: Allan MacDonald
Sent: 16 August 2013
To: Harold Mcisaac 
Subject: The Tutor of Sleat 
– Major Nigel Chamberlayne-Macdonald

Dear Harold
Please be advised, that Sir Ian 
Macdonald’s tutor, his Uncle, Major 
Nigel Chamberlayne-Macdonald, passed 
away on 15th August, 2013.

When Sir Ian was young his father 
passed away and his uncle Nigel was 
appointed as his Tutor (as in the old 
Scottish position, in which he became 
Sir Ian’s guardian, mentor and father 
figure).

Ian has asked that I let the Clan Societies 
in New Zealand know, on his behalf.

Kind regards
Allan

Annual General 
Meeting – 2014
When – Saturday 1st March 2014
Where – St Andrews Church Hall, 

Cnr Lower Symonds Street 
& Alten Road, City

Time – 11.00am - 3.00pm with a 
pot luck lunch

Nominations to be received by 
the Secretary, P O Box 96-234, 
Balmoral, Auckland 1342 no later 
than 14th February 2014 and 
nominations must be signed by 
person nominating and person 
being nominated.



Greetings Clansfolk
I hope you are all well as our unsettled spring gives way to a fabulous 
summer.

Because I have been very busy outside of Clan Donald, I have not been 
able to complete  Pt 2 of  the Newsletter, so that will be continued in 
the next issue.

In saying that, I hope Part one gave you some ideas for researching your 
ancestors Military files and it would be great if members had any stories 
they would like to share.
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REGULAR FEATURE
Heather 
MacDonald 
Higgins
GENEALOGIST 
Clan Donald 
Auckland

SOLDIERS WILLS
I came across a UK Govt website which is putting online the will of 
soldiers who died while serving in the British armed forces between 
1850 & 1986

These are informal Wills but are regarded as legal documents with the 
notation ‘appears to have been written or executed by the person 
named in the margin while he was “in actual military service” within 
the meaning of the Wills Act, 1837, and has been recognized by the 
War Department as constituting a Valid Will’.  This is then signed for 
the Assistant Financial Secretary of the War Office and dated.  These 
are generally just a single page.  It states the soldiers name, Regiment 
info, date signed plus date & place of death naming the recipient/s of his 
worldly goods.  

I found one of my ancestors who had made out his informal will in 
March 1916 leaving his belongings to his Father, he was then killed in 
action at  Ypres in May 1917.

You can search using the following website – https://probatesearch.
service.gov.uk/ . 

In  the basic search you enter just the Surname and year of death.  An 
advanced search includes an optional search for First name, Month 
of death, Day of death or regimental number.  If you don’t find your 
ancestor in the results on the screen, you can click on ‘next year’ or 
‘previous year’ and new results will be shown.  As this is a new website, 
it is currently in Beta, with new files being updated regularly.

You need to register on the site, then sign in.  If you find a person’s will 
you are interested in, then you click on ‘add to basket’ (to right of date 
of death) then follow procedure for paying for will. This costs 6GBP.  You 
will get an email notification when the will is available which can take a 
few days, it will be sitting in the viewing basket.  You can then view the 
will for 30 days but must save it to your desktop if you wish to keep it 
permanently.

VALUATION ROLLS
UK 1920 Valuation Rolls came online 28 October 2013.  I had previously 
mentioned the Valuation Rolls for 1895, 1905 & 1915 searchable on 
Scotlands People website  http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  & in 
those examples I had used my Greig ancestor from Dundee as I cannot 
search any McDonald’s.  I found my William Greig again in 1920, at the 
same address which he appears to have lived in for more than ten years as 
a Tenant.   The family lived on the Gd Floor.  There are four stories to the 
Tenement with two ‘houses’ on each floor.  In 1915 the Annual rent was 
£11-00-00 but by 1920 it had increased to £13-19.

GENE CORNER
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DNA
Has any members had their DNA tested?  That 
is a complex subject all on it’s own.

A while ago I received from the Clan Donald 
USA Genealogist James McDonald, a double 
sided A4 page with info on the Haplogroups  
R1b & R1a relating to Clan Donald including a 

visual map on the other side showing these 
various groups worldwide.    

Please forward an email address if you are 
interested in receiving a copy.

Till next time ……………….  
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47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield, 
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale, 
Christchurch 8014
Ph: (03) 356 0588
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Margaret Donald
2/117A Studholme Street, 
Christchurch
Ph: (03) 331 6102
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz

COMMITTEE 
President, Immediate Past 
President, Secretary/Treasurer
Ian Bright
421 Trents Rd, Christchurch 7604
Ph: (03) 344 5459

Irvine Kinraid
9 Mahars Rd, Christchurch 8013
Ph: (03) 942 1600

Cath Lyall
44 Riccarton Rd, Christchurch 8011
Ph: (03) 343 5580

Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield, 
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715

Ann Smith
109 Blankney Street
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 349 5517

FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
Ian Donald
88 Main South Road
Christchurch 8042


