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CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND

High Commissioner’ Report

The last 12 months have been an important review
period for Clan Donald New Zealand. For some
time there had been questions raised as to the
purpose of The Associated Clan Donald Societies of
New Zealand Incorporated (Clan Donald New
Zealand) and what was being achieved. Clan
Donald New Zealand is an umbrella organisation
for the six New Zealand Member Societies. It
facilitates communication and interaction between
the Member Societies and their members plus
Clan Donald worldwide. An important part of this
is the newsletter and the Clan Donald NZ website.
The sad loss last year of Harold McIsaac, our
former High Commissioner, created a huge gap in
our Clan. We had benefitted over a number of
years from Harold’s generous assistance.
Accordingly we have had to review all functions
and activities of Clan Donald New Zealand.

Web site on behalf of Clan Donald New Zealand.
Their support is very much appreciated. I thank
Carl Bradley for taking on the role of Editor for the
newsletter, and Bruce McGechan for continuing
his work with the website. The review of Clan
Donald New Zealand has been capably led by the
President, Angus McDonald and I thank him for his
work along with all those who contributed to the
review. It is intended to have a draft revised
Constitution which will better reflect the purpose
of Clan Donald New Zealand, available for review
by the time of the AGM in Wellington on the 23
May 2015.
Alison Williams has stepped down as Treasurer
and newsletter Editor. She has been Treasurer of
Clan Donald New Zealand since it was formed in
2010. She assisted with many activities for Clan
Donald over a long time. In recent times she did a
wonderful job as the newsletter editor. Her
assistance is very much appreciated. The following
Clan Donald New Zealand appointments have been
made; Marylyn Hayes as Secretary and Patricia
McKechnie as Treasurer. My congratulations and
thanks to Marylyn and Patricia for taking up these
roles.
I attended the Hororata Highland Games back in
November. I was most impressed with the
organisation and set up of not only the overall
event but the Clan area – in particular the Clan
Donald presence. What struck me was the huge
level of interest from the visitors to our site and
the range of people who wanted to talk about
their heritage – from young to old, locals to
overseas visitors, those who only had a vague
knowledge of their family history to those who had
researched their ancestry back through the
centuries. It reinforced to me the importance of
keeping our Clan organisations alive and well.

I am delighted that Clan Donald Auckland has
offered to continue both the newsletter and
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North Island Commissioner’s
Report

We had chance meetings with several of the New
Zealand Clan Donald diaspora. First we came
across Elwyn and Christine Martin on the shore of
Loch Tay at a stop of our bus tour. We met four
from Canterbury first at Bannockburn, and a week
later on our own tour at Portree on Skye while our
bus made a fuel stop.
The Rabbies tour that we undertook after the
Chiefs’ tour took us through Inverness to Ullapool
– which Lynnette loves for the cat and the fiddle
sculpture outside our bed and breakfast
accommodation. Then to Skye, to be impressed by
a restored black house village complete with peat
fires inside. We then moved further south to the
craggy locality of Harris. Look out in a dozen years
for Whisky from the new distillery, presently under
construction at Tarbert. We returned via the Skye
Bridge with a whistle stop at Glencoe village and
the MacDonald memorial, ending at Edinburgh
again.

Lynnette and I have had a fairly busy time since I
took up the appointment in May last year. At the
end of June we arrived in Edinburgh for a week of
the Chiefs’ Tour. Highlights included Armadale on
Skye, with a concert organised by Ian Macdonnell
of Melbourne. We started at the Museum of the
Isles with performances of traditional harp music
and medieval songs. That evening concluded at
Stables restaurant with further entertainment and
a barbecue. A boat trip on a misty day at Elgol let
us see freshly born seal pups at close hand. The
MacLeods at Dunvegan Castle bore no
recrimination for the friction between our two
clans centuries ago.
The year 2014 marked 700 years since the great
victory by the Scottish army, led by Robert the
Bruce, at Bannockburn. Lynnette and I occupied
seats that our dear, late High Commissioner Harold
McIsaac was unable to occupy. The re-enactment,
complete with two schiltrons and cavalry took
place just a few metres in front of us.
On our free day, a special conducted tour through
Edinburgh Castle with Peter Yeoman of Historic
Scotland, took us into the archaeological dig of
King David’s tower beneath the Half Moon Battery.
Constructed in 1380 the tower had been partially
destroyed 200 years later, then later built over and
forgotten. We enjoyed a group meal at The Dome
in Edinburgh with several chiefs and their families,
members of the Lands Trust, and our tour
companions rounded out the week.
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A week later we drove a rental car round Northern
Ireland. A brief stop at Glenarm came at a quiet
time, a week before the local highland games to be
held in the castle grounds. Lynnette found great
numbers of family graves at Ardmore, on the
southern shore of Loch Neagh but Tom found no
further relatives at Minterburn. Our holiday was
rounded out in the south of Ireland, then London
and Kent.
Shortly after our return to New Zealand we
attended the inauguration of Alan MacDonald as
High Commissioner of Clan Donald in New
Zealand. The Canterbury folk did us proud with a
splendid barbecue at Alan’s home.
Back in Auckland there have been two sad
farewells. First, Paul Jelicich, husband of Dorothy
and father of Catherine – both former committee
members of Clan Donald Auckland. And then at
the end of 2014, Jock Davidson, Davidson of
Davidson, Chief of the Name passed away, to be
farewelled at Takapuna.
Both were true
gentlemen.
Lynnette and I have been at dinners organised by
Auckland Scottish Clans Association, Clan McPhee,
and Clan Donald Auckland. We have attended
highland games at Three Kings Domain, Waipu and
Turakina. Next up are games at Paeroa, and we
will be at Hastings for the games at Easter. We will
also be pleased to meet up with those who can
make it to the Clan Donald AGM in Wellington in
May.
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Clan Donald Auckland
Auckland Pre-Christmas Lunch
th

On Sunday the 14 of December, around 30
members of Clan Donald Auckland met in the
Highlander Bar of the Northcote Tavern on
Auckland’s North Shore for a Pre-Christmas Lunch.

Mary and Alan Bray from Mangere Bridge.

The gathering started with a welcome by the
President Bruce McGechan followed by two
presentations. The first was to Alison Williams,
who is retiring as Treasurer. Alison has given
tremendous service as treasurer for 5 years and
she will be sorely missed. She was presented with
a Celtic brooch and a bouquet of flowers by our
Chaplain Diane Winder and Genealogist Heather
Higgins. The second presentation was to the
Immediate Past President Andrew Wilkie.
It is a tradition in Clan Donald Auckland for the
retiring President to be made a Life Member.
Bruce McGechan, the President of Clan Donald
Auckland presented the Life Membership
Certificate
to
Andrew
Wilkie.

Mary McIsaac and Alison Williams from the North
Shore, and Heather Higgins from Mt Roskill.

Jeanette McFarland from Kohimarama, Dorothy
Beall from Forest Hill and Eileen Clark from Royal
Oak.

Andrew Wilkie receiving his Life Membership
Certificate from Bruce McGechan.
The members then enjoyed a magnificent lunch
with a range of meals, including the Northcote
Tavern’s famous Sunday Roast and then spent the
afternoon chatting over a few drinks.
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Jon and Diane Winder from Red Beach.
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Clan Donald Hawkes Bay

Our president has been actively involved with the
subcommittee (Alan MacDonald, Angus McDonald,
and David McDonald) which was deputed at the
2014 AGM to look into a business plan for the
future of Clan Donald as a national organisation
and he will be attending the AGM in Wellington
this year.

Clan Donald Christchurch
Clan Donald Canterbury Christmas
Party

The year just past has been quite a quiet one for
Clan Donald Hawkes Bay. We have found that
some of the social activities we have enjoyed in
the past, such as our Happy Hour at the pub, fundraising dinners, car rally, and November end of
year Christmas gathering did not attract the
support they had in the past (no doubt due to
competing functions) and we have been discussing
alternative activities.
In the middle of last year we trialled a ceilidh type
of meeting in a local bar/restaurant where Charlie
McLean (a native of Skye) entertained us with
stories, song and music of his homeland and all
present were invited to sing a song (which none
did!) or tell a story (which some did). It was a
successful format and we intend to do it on a
regular basis if we can.
We are also considering giving up our November
dinner function, which has been successful in the
past but tends to clash with the Annual Ceilidh put
on by the local Scots Society and the Caledonian
Society. Instead, we will try to attend the Ceilidh.
There is also a Burns Night put on every January by
the Scots Society, which follows quite close. If we
have a function in November, it makes for a busy
three months. We are therefore thinking of
moving our own dinner to mid-year when there is
less competition.
Several of our members attended the Burns night
and our president (as he has for the last 15 years
or more) acted as MC. It was a good night with an
excellent locally made haggis.
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For our 2014 Christmas function Clan Donald
Canterbury booked the St Albans-Merivale Bowling
Club for a game of bowls commencing at 11.30 am
followed by Christmas lunch served in the Club
lounge at 1.00 pm.

Mick Tarling a Life Member of the Club and the
current Bar Manager provided Clan Members a
brief lesson on bowling and once teams were
organised the fun began.
Before lunch, Mick ran a “ditch to ditch”
competition to see who could bowl their bowl the
closest to the ditch at the other end of the green.
The prize, a bottle of wine, was won by Irvine
Kinraid.
The Christmas lunch was provided by Can Do
Catering which is a social enterprise recently
established by the Laura Fergusson Trust
(Canterbury) Inc. Can Do Catering provides the
opportunity for residents at Laura Fergusson Trust
to participate with the catering staff in providing
catering services on a commercial basis. The Trust
is also developing a vegetable and herb garden so
residents can assist in the growing of produce for
the catering service. Clan Donald were delighted to
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be the first commercial client and support this very
worthwhile enterprise.

Clan Donald Canterbury AGM

The three course Christmas meal provided was
excellent as was the service provided.
Clan Donald Canterbury held their AGM and
Branch Meeting on Sunday 8 February. To
commemorate the Glencoe massacre a Glencoe
photo board was on display, Ann Smith piped us
into the meeting and Cathie McMillan read an
interesting article about the village and
surrounding countryside of Glencoe.

Enjoying their lunch are (left to right) Beryl
Duncan, Alison Kinraid, Irvine Kinraid, Cathie
McMillan and Sandy Cooper

Christine Martin was re-elected as President and
Margaret Donald as Secretary/Treasurer. Cath
Lyall has stood down from the Committee after
providing valuable service for a number of years.
We welcome her replacement, Adrienne Pamment
who has already boosted our funds by running a
raffle. The meeting was followed by a very
enjoyable barbecue at Alan MacDonald’s house.

After lunch, Santa made his annual appearance
and handed out gifts donated by Christine and
Elwyn Martin. A twist this year was that you were
able to elect to take someone else’s gift if you
preferred theirs.

Ann Smith

Final event of the day was a very amusing skit
provided by Sandy Cooper with the assistance of
Cathie McMillan
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Margaret Donald, Secretary/Treasurer
Christine Martin, President

and
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Pictured at the barbecue (left to right) Sally
Wihone, Brennan Nelson and Pauline McIvor

The raffle being drawn under “police
supervision”. Pictured left to right Helen Ring,
Alan MacDonald and Adrienne Pamment with
Sally Wihone

Clan Donald Canterbury: Events
2015

Bob Lyall and Elwyn Martin

Christine Martin chats with Colin MacDonald and
Brent Tomlinson

What Scotland has
world….is staggering!
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given

the

Mini Golf.
Sunday 22 March 1.30 pm. McDuffs at Riccarton
Park Golf Complex, Steadman Road (off Yaldhurst
Road).
Afternoon tea to follow at Christine and Elwyn
Martin’s home at 47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield.
Please bring a plate for afternoon tea.
Tour of Riccarton House.
Sunday 12 April 2 pm. Riccarton House, 16 Kahu
Road, Riccarton
Tour last 90 minutes.
Canterbury Scottish Heritage Council Celidh
Saturday 18 April.
Venue and time to be advised
Branch Meeting.
Sunday 17 May 12.30 – 3.30 pm. St Albans
Community Centre.
Fish and chip lunch at 12.30 pm. Meeting starts
1.30 pm.
Tartan Day Lunch.
Sunday 5 July.
Venue and time to be advised
Branch Meeting.
Sunday 16 August 12.30 – 3.30 pm. St Albans
Community Centre.
Pizza lunch at 12.30 pm. Meeting starts 1.30 pm.
Weekend Away
18,19,20 September. Trip to Geraldine
Island Night.
Saturday 10 October
Venue and time to be advised
Sunday 18 October Kirkin’ O’ Tartan St Andrews
at Rangi Ruru
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Merivale Lane. Assemble at 1.45 pm. Please bring a
plate for afternoon tea.
Branch Meeting.
Sunday 22 November 12.30 – 3.30 pm. St Albans
Community Centre.
“Pot luck” lunch at 12.30 pm. Meeting starts 1.30
pm.
Christmas Party
Sunday 6 December. At St Albans-Merivale
Bowling Club
5 Donald Place (off St Albans Street). 11.30 am
bowls and socializing with lunch at 1.00 pm

Clan Donald Southland

Patron Elma McDonald was presented with a
bouquet of flowers to thank her for 19 years of
secretarial duties.

Christmas Lunch
Clan Donald Southland gathered together for a
th
Christmas Lunch on November 30 in the
delightful residence of member Judy Dunne.

Rose McDonald presented a Clan Donald cake to
the gathering.
Burns Night
Several Clan Donald Southland members attended
Burns Night celebrations at the Niagara Hall in the
Catlins. Guests were entertained with music,
poetry and dancing and a great night was had by
all.

Entertainment was provided by Rose McDonald
and Marylyn and Steven Hayes.
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Upcoming Events
Tartan Festival – Te Anau – Easter Weekend 2015
Clan Donald Southland will man a site at this years
Tartan Festival in the hope of attracting new
members. Your attendance would be welcomed.
Contact Alton McDonald for details.

Highland Games
TH

THE 39 AUCKLAND HIGHLAND GAMES
The Highland Games season started with the
Auckland Highland Games, at the Three Kings
nd
Domain, on Saturday the 22 of November. Unlike
last year the weather was more like a typical
Scottish day, with a slight drizzle in the morning
clearing in the afternoon and with a cool breeze.
The crowds were slow to arrive to enjoy a full
programme, which included Highland Dancing and
solo piping competitions, a pipe band competition
and a Junior Highland Games.
During the day the Clan Donald Pavilion saw many
members and friends calling in for a chat and some
refreshment including a dram or two.

The Clan Donald Colour Party ready for the
Parade of Clans. From the left Bruce McGechan,
Heather Higgins, Diane Winder, Tom McDonald
and Carl Bradley.
During the day there was also Scottish Country
Dancing, displays of Highland Cattle and Historic
Battles of the Scots against the Vikings and also
the Romans. There was also a Haggis Ceremony
with Tom Shiels giving the Ode to the Haggis, and
the public were able to have a wee taste.

Clan Donald ready to welcome members and
friends.
At 12.30 pm there was the Opening Ceremony
preceded by the parade of the clans led by the
Auckland & District Pipe Band.
The President of the Auckland Highland Games,
Charlie MacLeod, welcomed everyone and the
Patron Cathie Casey declared the Games open. The
Auckland Highland Games Standard and the
Scottish Saltire were raised and Malcolm Campbell
sang the “Flower of Scotland.”
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The Haggis Party of Guard Cathie Casey & Tom
McDonald, Haggis Bearer Peter Stevens and
Whisky Bearer David Harvey share a joke with the
piper.
The highlight at the end of the day was the Closing
Ceremony. There were the mass pipe bands and
mass Highland Fling by the Highland Dancers
followed by the Lone Piper leading the bands into
Amazing Grace. This was followed by the farewell

Page 8

by the Highland Games President and the lowering
of the Standards and Auld Lang Syne.
WAIPU HIGHLAND GAMES
New Year’s Day dawned bright and clear. There
was heavy rain over night but a beautiful fine day
for the first day of 2015.
As usual, the start of the Games had the Waipu
Pipe Band leading the Clans March from the
Monument into the Caledonian Grounds to the
Avenue of Clans for the flag raising.
The crowds arrived early and the clans were soon
answering queries from prospective members. The
Clan Donald Pavilion had many members and
friends calling in for a chat and refreshments.
Committee members chatted with many
interested people and also signed up the first new
members for 2015.
At 11.30am Clan Donald had the Haggis Ceremony
and as the Haggis Party of Guard Carl Bradley,
Haggis Bearer Murdock McDonald and Bard Tom
McDonald led by Piper Bruce McGechan marched
from the gate to the Clan Donald Pavilion the
spectators were already crowding in front of the
Pavilion. Tom McDonald gave a great rendition of
the Robbie Burns address to the Haggis, and at the
conclusion of the ceremony the spectators were
able to try a sample.

The Haggis Party arriving at the Clan Donald
Pavilion.
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The Haggis Party toasting the Haggis after the
Robbie Burns address. From the left Guard Carl
Bradley, Bard Tom McDonald, Haggis Bearer
Murdock McDonald and Piper Bruce McGechan.
At 12.30pm the massed bands and clans paraded
around the arena. This was followed by the
massed Highland Fling which set the scene for the
Official Opening.
After a long, hot, busy and successful day the clans
started to pack up around 4pm. Everyone thought
that it was a great Highland Games and a great
start to 2015.

Murdock McDonald and the North Island
Commissioner Tom McDonald chatting with one
of the many visitors to the Clan Donald Pavilion.
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st

THE 151 TURAKINA HIGHLAND GAMES
st
Saturday 31 January 2015
Turakina is a small village in the western Rangitikei
district in the southern North Island of New
Zealand. The Turakina Caledonian Society Inc. was
established in 1864 and the first 'Turakina
Highland Games' were held the same year and are
New Zealand's longest running Highland Games.

In the morning we had cloud cover which made
conditions very pleasant but by mid-day the sky
cleared and we had a very “warm” afternoon. Clan
Donald Wellington & Districts was well supported
by the North Island Commissioner for Clan Donald
New Zealand, Tom McDonald, his wife Lynnette
(Vice President, Auckland) and Carl Bradley (Vice
President & Historian, Auckland). They came
bearing the sale goodies for our stall.

From the left, John McKechnie, Clan Donald
Wellington, Angus McDonald, President of Clan
Donald Wellington, Carl Bradley, Vice President
and Historian for Clan Donald Auckland, Tom
McDonald, North Island Commissioner and
Lynnette McDonald.
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Vice President Clan Donald Auckland. Our local
members’ David Moore and John McKechnie came
and supported Angus McDonald (President) and
Patricia McKechnie (Secretary) at the Clan tent.
Outside the Clan Donald tent we were treated to
hearing the music and watching the solo piping
and solo drum competition. It was a wonderful
sight watching the young kids performing
admirably in all competition areas.

Angus McDonald and David Johnston of Clan
Johnston examining a Scottish Sword.

Carl Bradley, Guard, Angus McDonald, Banner
Bearer, John McKechnie (partly obscured) and
Tom McDonald, Guard, waiting for the start of
the Clans March.
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Scottish Clans’ culture and music continues to have
a strong future in New Zealand. A thoroughly
enjoyable day was had by all and a big thanks to
the organisers and supporters of the Turakina
Games. Come and support us next year at the
152nd Turakina Highland Games on Sat 30th
January 2016. The more the merrier. For full
details of this fantastic event visit the organiser’s
web
site
at
http://www.turakinahighlandgames.co.nz

Genealogists Corner

Greetings Clans folk…
I can’t believe how quickly this year seems to be moving along, we are already half way through February with
autumn bound to follow just as quickly. I don’t think we can complain too much about this summer though, it
has been great. I have a few updates for you –

www.clandonald.org.nz
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SCOTLAND VALUATION ROLLS
In the May 2012 Newsletter, I had mentioned about the Scotland Valuation Rolls being made available for the
first time online – www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk - starting with the 1915 Rolls. There are now a total of seven
Valuation rolls available being 1875 1885 1895 1905 1915 1920 1925 . The last three cover you
nicely between the 1911 Census & the 1939 National Register taken as WW2 started but you do not get the
depth of information found in a census record and they are not a census substitute in terms of listing all
people resident at a property. The rolls are fully searchable by name or address. They record the names of
owners, tenants and occupiers of each property. Usually the named person is the head of the household, but
sometimes a husband and wife might be listed. Frequently, the wife is the named tenant of rented property.
The Valuation Rolls were created so that the authorities could set local rates. The purpose was to assess
property by its annual rental value. The burgh and county assessors did not list properties individually that
were worth below £4 annual rental value. A couple of points of interest relating to the Rolls – you can only
search on one Roll year at a time, you cannot search to cover all Rolls at the same time.
Your search can cover the following options:Tenants and Occupiers – Will search people who physically lived in the property
Owners only – Also known as ‘proprietors’. This option will search people who owned property but who
did
not
necessarily
live
in
the
property.
All – Will search for all the above at the same time
1939 NATIONAL REGISTER
As mentioned in a previous Newsletter, the 1939 Register was taken by the British Government of the
population of all civilians at the start of WW2 and was used to issue identity cards & to organise rationing.
This was also the start of the National Health Service. In conjunction with the ongoing WW1 commemorations,
lots of records are being digitized for Family Historians/Genealogists to access online. The 1939 Register is
currently being digitized for release in a couple of years. This will be handy for family history & social history
as it is the only surviving record of the population between 1921 & 1951. This is because the 1931 census was
destroyed and no census was taken in 1941. For more info regarding the 1939 Register for England, Wales,
Scotland & Nthn Ireland including how to request one at the moment, click on this link www.1911census.org.uk/1939.htm . The Scotland Register is much cheaper than the others, and this is
covered in the linked info.
1921 CENSUS
The 1921 Census for England, Wales and Scotland was taken on the night of Sunday 19th June 1921. It was
originally planned for the night of 24th April 1921 but was postponed to the later date because of the Black
Friday strike by coal miners, railwaymen & transport workers. Unfortunately, these records will not be
available to the public until 2022 as they are covered by the 100year rule, and the Government will not budge
on this one as they did on the 1911 census despite numerous requests. There has been a change in some
questions asked, some new ones & some deletions. In Scotland, there were extra questions about whether
each person (over three years) spoke Gaelic only and also whether they were entitled to benefits under the
National Insurance (Health) Acts. Check out this link for further information & suggestions for alternatives to
the 1921 census - http://www.1921census.org.uk/ .
SOLDIERS WILLS
I had mentioned in a previous Newsletter about the website Gov.Uk which was listing the Soldier’s Wills https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk/#soldiers –you can do a basic search with Surname/Year or an advanced
search which also has options of first name, soldiers number or Regiment, and you can scroll back & forth per
year. You make your selection & order it, then you will get an email once the soldier’s will is available to
view/download. These cost £10. The basic search results are surname, first name, Regimental number & date
of death. I used the example MacDonald 1916 and got five results
5 results with the surname MACDONALD and the year of death 1916

www.clandonald.org.nz
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< Previous year Next year >
Surname

First name

Regimental number

Date of death

MACDONALD

WILLIAM

S/12833

16 February 1916

MACDONALD

JOHN

3/615

01 July 1916

MACDONALD

JOHN

41798

10 August 1916

MACDONALD

HUGH

1256

16 August 1916

MACDONALD
JOHN ALEXANDER 4570
13 October 1916
https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk/Wills?Surname=macdonald&SurnameGrants=macdonald&YearOfDeath=
1916&YearOfDeathGrants=1916&IsGrantSearch=False&IsCalendarSearch=False#soldiers
You can also find soldiers wills on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk . On this website I also used the example
MacDonald 1916 & got 73 records. You have a choice of paying either £2.50 or paying 10 credits and can view
them immediately they are downloaded. These are much more comprehensive & your results list Service
Number, Surname, Forename, Rank, Battalion, Regiment, Date of Death, Cause of Death and Theatre.
The Gov.Uk website states ‘Search for the will of a soldier who died while serving in the British armed forces’
however, when I did the comparison on the ScotlandsPeople website, I couldn’t match them according to
Regiment Number. I assumed “British Armed Forces’ covered Scotland as well, but perhaps this is not the case
and it may just cover England & Wales. The FAQ and other information was not clear on this fact.
GALLIPOLI
Finally, if you weren’t one of the lucky ones in the ballot to Gallipoli, you can still take part in the Camp
th
th
Gallipoli Auckland Event which is happening 24 & 25 April 2015 at Ellerslie Racecourse, 80 Ascot Ave,
Remuera. Because of lack of space in Newsletter you can get all relevant information with this link
https://campgallipoli.co.nz/auckland/
It covers costs, sleeping arrangements, food, timetable, what you can & can’t do, etc. Tickets are available via
Ticketek
http://premier.ticketek.co.nz/shows/show.aspx?sh=GALLIPOL15
Till next time……

CORRECTION: In the November edition
of the Newsletter we incorrectly stated
that Harold’s son, Robert McIsaac that
Harold and Mary married that same
year. Robert was in a car accident in
1984. Harold and Mary were married in
1990.
We apologise for any inconvenience or
concern this error may have caused.

Newsletter

Got something to share?
The editor welcomes your input to the
newsletter, be it articles, letters, book reviews,
or photographs. Communications should be to
the editor:
Please email: carlmbradley@hotmail.com

The History Section
During this time of commemoration of First World War we intend to shine the spotlight on
New Zealand’s (and Clan Donald descendants) participation in this war. Look for a basic
www.clandonald.org.nz
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introduction and background to the Great War in the next issue. If you have a family story
from this period we would love to share it with our clan folk. The following dedication was
provided by John and Patricia McKechnie of Clan Donald-Wellington.

Robert Donald McGlashen McKechnie
rd

rd

3 Bn 3 N.Z Rifle Brigade
Born 1884
th

Died Sunday 17 Sept 1916, aged 32 yrs
At the Somme, France.
Youngest son of John and Margaret McKechnie, Cromwell, Otago.
Brother of John, Dan (Donald), Mary, Catherine, Isabella and Mary-Anne.
st

From the Poverty Bay Herald, Vol XLIII, Issue 14135, 1 November 1916.
“Advice has been received of the death from wounds in France of Rifleman R.D. McKechnie, youngest son of Mr
John McKechnie of Dunedin. The deceased soldier enlisted with one of the reinforcements of the Rifle Brigade
from Dannevirke, where he was farming. He was well known in Caledonian circles having won prizes as a piper
and Highland dancer at Caledonian sports throughout the Dominion. Rifleman McKechnie was previously
wounded in France (June 24 1916) and was sent to a hospital in England. He had apparently been but a few
days back in the trenches when he was fatally wounded”.
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John McKechnie placing the New Zealand Flag at the grave site of his great uncle in the Somme
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The Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Incorporated
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Christchurch
Ph: (03) 331 6102
E: margaretdonald@xtra.co.nz

SECRETARY
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

OTAGO

TREASURER

CANTERBURY
OTAGO
SOUTHLAND

CD Warrant Holders

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
CLAN DONALD IN NZ

FINLAGGAN
COUNSELLOR

Alan MacDonald
8a Church Lane, Merivale,
Christchurch 8014
E: alan_macdonald@xtra.co.nz

Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue
Milton 9220
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

A U C KLA N D
ALMON
Judy Vause
E: j.vause@xtra.co.nz
CHAPLAIN
Diane Winder
E: diane@sephiraexperience.com
TREASURER
TBA
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Andrew Wilkie
36 Kiwi Road
Point Chevalier 1022
Ph: (09) 846 6748
E: iridium@ihug.co.nz

Address all

Correspondence to:
www.clandonald.org.nz

VICE PRESIDENT
Grant MacDonald
E: macsol@paradise.net.nz

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Elma McDonald
700 Tweed Street, Newfield
Invercargill 9812
Ph: (03) 216 1560

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Bill McDonald
12 Keinan Avenue, Milton, 9220
Ph: (03) 417 8413
E: invergarry@xtra.co.nz

WELLINGTON

PRESIDENT
Angus D. McDonald
P O Box 3, Waikanae 5250
Ph: (04) 905 5671
Mobile: 0274 389 473
E: angus@uparc.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Alton McDonald
1 Purdue Street
Hawthorndale
INVERCARGILL 9810
Ph: (03) 217 5608
E: alton.mcdonald@kinect.co.nz

PRESIDENT
Wendy Hellyer
24 Springfield Road, Milton, 9220
Ph: (03) 4178824
E: wendy.hellyer@xtra.co.nz

HAWKES BAY

WELLINGTON

SOUTHLAND

PATRON
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry

AUCKLAND

HAWKES BAY

SECRETARY
Patricia McKechnie
E: jpmckechnie@xtra.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND
Nth ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Tom McDonald
25 John Street, Pukekohe 2120
Ph: (09) 238 8580 or (09) 536 6239
E: tom.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz

CLAN HISTORIAN
Carl Bradley
GENEALOGISTS
Heather MacDonald Higgins
Ph: (09) 627 2323
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz
Lynnette McDonald
Ph: (09) 238 8580
E: lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz
COMMITTEE
Murdock S. McDonald
Ph: (09) 298 4802
Fax: (09) 298 4832
E: murdock@clear.net.nz
Eileen Clark
Mary McIsaac
Cindy Bradley

Editor, Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand Inc.,
P O Box 96-234, Balmoral, Auckland 1342

STH ISLAND COMMISSIONER
FOR CLAN DONALD
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive
Broomfield, Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715 Mob: 0210 630 278
E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

C A N TER BU R
COMMITTEE
Ian Bright
421 Trents Rd, Christchurch 7604
Ph: (03) 344 5459
Irvine Kinraid
9 Mahars Rd, Christchurch 8013
Ph: (03) 942 1600
Adrienne Pamment
12 Glencoe St, Christchurch 8053
Ph: (03) 348 4029
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield,
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
Ann Smith
109 Blankney Street
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 349 5517
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
Ian Donald
88 Main South Road
Christchurch 8042
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