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Editor’s Report

Oman, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Australia and
New Zealand. It is a truly multi-cultural learning
environment and great experience for those
teaching into the programme.
It was not long before I noticed a wee Highland
flavour in the Sultanate. We arrived during the
rd
celebration of the Brunei National day (23 of
February) and were pleasantly surprised to see in
the military processions a pipe band made up of
some British Ghurkhas serving in Brunei.
Once the teaching started, I was further surprised
to find that the officer attending the course from
the UK was a Scot with the name of Currie. Once
we got talking “Gez” was quick to state his Clan
Donald affiliations and many conversations were
had around Clan Donald and what we get up to in
Aotearoa/New Zealand. Clan Donald certainly
continues to get out and about. I found it a great
opportunity to fly the flag for us overseas.

It has been several months since our last
Newsletter and there has been a few things going
on as Clan members across the country celebrate
their connections to Clan Donald and share this
common bond with others. Welcome to this latest
edition.
What I always find interesting is where you find
other Clans folk. As part of my job with the Centre
for defence and Strategic Studies, I was very lucky
to teach up in Brunei (Part of the Island that makes
up Borneo). The Royal Brunei Armed Forces have a
staff college that provide senior training for midrange military officers ear-marked for higher
promotion. While it offers further training for
Bruneians, it also invites officers from the UK, US,
China, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,
www.clandonald.org.nz

This issue will be bringing you a mixture of articles
and items that we hope you will find interesting.
Heather has compiled a great time line of events in
which Kiwis were involved in during the Great
War. We have several book reviews and some
hearty Scottish recipes for those cooler winter
days. I ask again if you have any items for your
newsletter, please send them through. Likewise, if
you read a book or see a film or documentary that
other Clans folk may enjoy, send them our way. I
trust you find our latest newsletter enjoyable
reading.
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very well manned by Clan Donald Southland
members as well as Elwyn and Christine Martin
from Christchurch. Many people popped in for a
chat and to look at clan items on display or to
delve into their Scottish ancestry, resulting in
twelve new members joining Clan Donald
Southland.

Why is it that my heart stirs
When I hear the bagpipes play?
Why do I feel Scotland is my home
When I live so far away?
Why do I feel a sense of pride
When I see the saltire fly?
Although it may seem strange to you
Perhaps I can tell you why.
When you are born of Scottish blood
Something strange seems to take place
As if a seed is planted within you

Alton McDonald and Steven Hayes mentally
preparing to compete in the games (Above).
Steven Hayes tossing the caber (Below).

Which makes you fiercely proud of your race.
This Scottish patriotism never dies
And in your soul it always remains
Because Scotland is as much a part of you
As the blood flowing through your veins.
(Kindly provided by Christine Martin)

Clan Donald Southland

Tartan Festival Te Anau 2015
Clan Donald Southland attended the Tartan
Festival and Highland Games in Te Anau over
Easter weekend. This is a celebration of all things
Scottish and includes the games as well as Piping
and Highland Dancing competitions. Our tent was
www.clandonald.org.nz
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the success of the night came from his planning
and attention to detail.

Elwyn Martin with an enthusiastic crowd wanting
to learn more of their heritage

Clan Donald Canterbury: Events
2015
Branch Meeting.
Sunday 16 August 12.30 – 3.30 pm. St Albans
Community Centre.
Pizza lunch at 12.30 pm. Meeting starts 1.30 pm.
Weekend Away
18,19,20 September. Trip to Geraldine
Island Night.
Saturday 10 October
Venue and time to be advised
Sunday 18 October Kirkin’ O’ Tartan St Andrews
at Rangi Ruru
Merivale Lane. Assemble at 1.45 pm. Please bring a
plate for afternoon tea.
Branch Meeting.
Sunday 22 November 12.30 – 3.30 pm. St Albans
Community Centre.
“Pot luck” lunch at 12.30 pm. Meeting starts 1.30
pm.
Christmas Party
Sunday 6 December. At St Albans-Merivale
Bowling Club
5 Donald Place (off St Albans Street). 11.30 am
bowls and socializing with lunch at 1.00 pm

Andrew Wilkie maintained his usual high standard
in being the Master of Ceremonies for the evening,
ensuring that the night was evenly paced and full
of laughs and great entertainment.

Clan Donald Auckland Annual
Dinner
th

We had our 17 annual Clan dinner at the Quality
Hotel in Parnell, Auckland. There was a
magnificent meal and plenty of entertainment for
those members and fellow clans who braved the
cool weather (by Auckland standards). Anton
Hodson provided his services where he piped in
the official party and the haggis.
Our President, Bruce McGechan, opened the
dinner welcoming Clans folk and guests. Much of
www.clandonald.org.nz
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There was also a fine presentation by Heather
Laird who, with the support of Anna Percy,
provided an entertaining and insightful talk about
Scottish music and its history in Aotearoa/New
Zealand. What made this talk so enthralling was
the beautiful combination of music to support the
narrative. This was a really winning blend. Heather
and Anna were also joined by John Hawthorne to
play for the guests.

This Trio led the group in a series of Scottish songs
from the song book and even taking requests.
Several toasts were made during the dinner with a
thoughtful moment to think of absent friend,
recent and long passed, offered by our genealogist
Heather.
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There is more detail of this wonderful evening on
the Clan Donald website.

A Musical Note
Several events recently have caused us to reflect
on the current growth and development of
Scottish music in New Zealand. We are now very
much on the calendar as a place for Scottish
musicians to visit; the most recent being Dougie
Lawrence (fiddle) and Sandy Brechin (accordion).
However, what caught our attention was an
invitation for the Scottish Celtic Music Group to
address the Clan Donald Annual Dinner on what is
currently happening within the development of
Scottish music in New Zealand. Clan Donald’s
interest arose from their sponsorship of the first
Scottish Fiddler competition at the Waipu Highland
Games in January 2010, which was then being
promoted by Anne-Marie Forsyth. They were also
aware of the growth of bands and of visiting
musicians. Heather Laird drew the short straw to
prepare and deliver the Dinner Speech. Her
presentation was excellent, starting with the old
fiddle music, accompanied on cello by Anna Percy,
and emphasized the place of music in the fabric of
Scottish life and community. Heather then went on
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to speak of the recent rise of interest in Scottish
music in New Zealand and outlined the number of
music schools that have taken place such as; the
Southern Hemisphere School of Scottish Fiddle,
the Boxwood NZ camp and the number of
overseas camps that our own musicians have
travelled to (16 between Aug. 2006 and Sep.
2014). The presentation was well received.

round the world from ‘hame’. And the fun goes on
today.”
John Hawthorn.

Heather’s speech caused this writer to re-think the
whole question of ‘Why and how did migrating
Scots lose such an important and basic part of
their culture?’ So, here is what I wrote back to
Heather in thanks for her presentation:“Your preparation and presentation at the Clan
Donald dinner was a real wake up to all
present; about what is going on in the New
Zealand Scottish music world. The addition of
Anna duplicating the early musical combination of
early Scottish music players was brilliant. You both
brought the atmosphere of early Scottish music
straight into their midst. Both of you played with
soul and heart and that was very obvious right
from the start.

Book Reviews

The historical reasoning of why music, which was
the essence of Scottish family life in Scotland,
never made it to NZ was probably right on the
mark. The Waipu settlers had brought their
religion but not the relaxed nature of having
fun! Life was hard and serious! “Away with such
frivolity”.
I could go on thinking about the impact, but one of
the things that sticks in my mind is the way
Scottish families, friends and community gathered
together to have fun; the children socialised
together, slept at the back of the stage or behind
the chairs. It was always a community event with
complete families and the importance of having a
'party piece'; playing an instrument, performing
before others, singing or dancing, was a prerequisite for everyone. In such an atmosphere
everyone learnt to behave and those that chose to
drink too much, had the pressure of the majority
to behave or remove themselves. It is this typically
Scottish community co-operative family ethos
which is probably the strongest thing that bound
early Scottish communities together, even half way
www.clandonald.org.nz

Blood of the Isles: Exploring the genetic Roots of
Our Tribal History. By B. Sykes. Corgi Books,
London. 2006.
This book is a fascination, if a wee bit scientific,
look at the DNA make-up of those people living in
the British Isles. Bryan Sykes has followed on from
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a best-selling book, The Seven Daughters of Eve
(2001) tracing the DNA profiles of Europe and the
foundation branches that make up most of those
living in Europe today, with an interesting and
captivating story of human occupation of the
British Isles from before the last Ice Age. This
tracking of the DNA make-up of Britain is done
through the collection and processing of over
10,000 samples. The results are intriguing. There
are several chapters that deal with Ireland,
Scotland and Wales. There are also several
discussions on the “elusive” Picts of Caledonia and
the Vikings that traded, raided and settled into the
Western isles of Scotland. My fifth form report
card honestly stated that I was not a scientist;
however, I found this a very easy read.

and issues around the reformation and British
politics. It also discusses the Scottish legal system
and how it evolved. One of the many intriguing
part of this book was the section surrounding the
Act of Union in 1707 and what brought Scotland
into the union. Being shut out of the Tran-Atlantic
Trade (and access to the North American markets
and beyond) by the English navy had a lot to do
with this and practically brought Scotland to its
knees and the unenviable position of Europe’s
poorest nation. This book is a door opener in that
it offers the reader numerous topics to research at
a deeper level to broaden ones knowledge of
Highland, Scottish and British history.

The Cooks Corner
We welcome any recipes that you may wish to
share. The history behind this tickled my fancy.
Traditional Scottish Recipes

Atholl Brose
There are a number of variations in making this
drink which have been handed down over many
generations. The brew is first recorded in 1475
when the Earl of Atholl was attempting to
capture Iain MacDonald, Lord of the Isles who
was leading a rebellion against the king. Hearing
that MacDonald drank from a small well, the Earl
ordered it to be filled with honey, whisky and
oatmeal. MacDonald stayed sampling the
concoction and was captured! Here is the
traditional Atholl Brose, from a recipe made
public by the Duke of Atholl some years ago.
Ingredients:
3 rounded tablespoons of medium oatmeal
2 tablespoons heather honey
Scotch whisky

How the Scots Invented the Modern World. By A.
Herman. Random House Press, New York. 2001
This work looks at how Scotland, one of the
poorest nations in Europe, provided a valuable
contribution to the development of what we know
today. There is an interesting chapter on the last
gasps of Highland culture and the “45” the
aftermath and the clearances that followed as Clan
loyalty was sorely tested. This book also looks at
some of the great thinkers to come out of Scotland
www.clandonald.org.nz

Method:
The oatmeal is prepared by putting it into a basin
and mixing with cold water until the consistency is
that of a thick paste. Leave for half an hour and
then put through a fine strainer, pressing with a
wooden spoon to extract as much liquid as
possible. Throw away the oatmeal and use the
creamy liquor from the oatmeal for the brose. Mix
four dessert spoonful of pure honey and four
sherry glassfuls of the prepared oatmeal and stir
well. (Purists insist on a silver spoon for stirring!)
Put into a quart bottle and fill with malt whisky;
shake before serving.
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Selkirk Bannock
This is unlike the traditional oatcake bannock,
more of a fruit cake. It was first made by a baker
in Selkirk and was initially only made for festive
occasions such as Christmas. It is now widely
available all over Scotland in bakery shops and
tea-rooms.

skewer - if it is wet, continue baking for another
ten minutes. Remove from the oven and allow to
cool down before removing. Store in an airtight
container.

Ingredients:
1 lb flour
8 oz sultanas (seedless white raisins)
4 oz sugar
2 oz butter and 2 oz lard
2 oz chopped mixed peel
Quarter pint milk
Quarter ounce dried yeast
A tablespoon of milk and sugar for the glaze
Method:
Sieve the flour and sugar into a bowl, add the
yeast and mix well. Melt the butter and lard in a
saucepan on a low heat. Remove as soon as it is
melted. Warm the milk in another saucepan and
then pour it into the melted fats.
Create a hole in the middle of the flour, sugar and
yeast and mix well into a smooth dough. Cover the
bowl with a warm, damp towel (or plastic glad
wrap) and leave in a warm location for 45 minutes.
The dough will rise, doubling in size.
Knead the dough (with flour on your hands to stop
it sticking) for five minutes. Add the sultanas and
mixed peel and knead well again for another five
minutes. Place the dough in a loaf tin and cover
with a plastic polythene bag (tied at the top) and
leave in a warm place for 20 minutes to allow it to
rise again.
Remove the tin from the bag and bake in a
preheated oven at 350F/180C/Gas Mark 4 for an
hour. Mix the tablespoon of milk and sugar.
Remove the cake tin from the oven and place on a
heat-resistant surface. Brush the top with the milk
and sugar, using a pastry brush. Return the cake
tin to the oven (using oven gloves - it's still hot)
and bake for another twenty minutes. Test with a
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Country Egg Casserole
Here's a tasty recipe which is is full of healthy
goodness with vegetables, eggs and cheese. The
quantities below will serve four people.
Ingredients:
Sprigs from one medium cauliflower
One pound (or less) leeks, cut into thin slices
Half pound broccoli or green beans
6 ounces (185g or ¾ cup) grated cheese
6 eggs
Half pint (10 fluid ounces or 300ml or just under
one and a quarter cups) single cream
Salt and pepper to taste
One teaspoon mustard
Butter for casserole dish
Method:
Cook the prepared vegetables in salted, boiling
water for ten minutes or so. Butter the inside of a
large, lidded casserole dish (to reduce sticking) and
add the hot vegetables to it with most of the
cheese mixed in. Whisk the eggs lightly with the
cream and seasoning and pour over the
vegetables. Sprinkle the rest of the cheese on top.
Cover the casserole and bake at 300F/180C/Gas
Mark 4 for 25/30 minutes until the egg custard is
set.
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Genealogists Corner

Greetings Clans folk
Here we go again, heading into Winter time. Any research on your radar for the cold nights?
Continuing on with WW1, we had our remembrance for Gallipoli on Anzac Weekend & earlier this week I saw
an Ad on Sky TV relating to a new series starting soon regarding The Western Front. It looked quite interesting
so I thought I’d check out what comprised the Western Front and I have listed a small summary of the main
Battles further below.
th

Evacuation of those at Gallipoli was done under great secrecy and beginning on 15 December 1915 over a
period of four nights 36,000 troops were shipped out from Anzac under the pretext of heading to Lemnos for a
th
rest. The last 10,000 were moved out early on the morning of the 20 with Suvla being evacuated that same
night with the British remaining until early January 1916. The troops reassembled in Egypt for a time with
both the NZ & Australian units being reformed into various Divisions before heading off to France in April 1916
and into the horror of the Western Front. For more details on the changes to the NZEF & AIF check out
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_and_New_Zealand_Army_Corps , section World War 1.
The NZEF’s main support base was at Sling Camp on Salisbury Plain with further bases established later
elsewhere. Hospital facilities were provided at Walton-on-Thames, Hornchurch and Brocklehurst. Britain was
also a place of R & R for New Zealanders on leave from the Western Front where they relaxed, visited historic
sites and enjoyed the British hospitality but didn’t really like the British weather or the food.
THE WESTERN FRONT
1.

2.
3.

4.

The Battle of Mons – 23 August 1914 - This was the first major battle of WW1 involving Trench
Warfare between the British and Germans. It lasted only one day in which there were 1600 British
killed & wounded and 5000 Germans. Even with the highest number of casualties, the Germans
captured Mons.
The Battle of the Marne – 5–12 September 1914 – The Germans advanced into France but the Allies
were victorious and this set the stage for four years of Trench Warfare on the Western Front.
st
1 Ypres – 14 October-22 November 1914 – In this Battle the British had 7960 killed, 29562 wounded
& 17873 missing; French had 50000-85000 casualties; Belgians 21562 Casualties with the Germans
19530 killed, 83520 wounded with 31265 missing.
nd
th
2 Ypres – 22 April –25 May 1915 – After the break from the winter the German 4 Army began
releasing their lethal Chlorine Gas towards the French Troops at Gravenstafel. Drifting across the
line, the yellow-green clouds caught the French 45th & 87th Divisions totally unawares and as the
French Troops were retreating whilst getting blinded and asphyxiated, the Germans moved forwards
into the huge gap left open in the Allied lines. The gas had a distinctive smell, like pineapple and
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5.
6.
7.

pepper. Around 6000 French died from the gas related causes. Fortunately the Germans were slowed
st
down by darkness and the 1 Canadian Division were able to be shifted in after dark. Around
11.00pm in a brutal battle they reclaimed the area from the Germans but sustained high casualties
themselves. The Germans released a second Gas attack on 24 April & although the Canadians
improvised against the gas, they were forced back whilst still causing a high cost to the Germans. The
th
next two attacks were at St Julien late April and Frezenberg Ridge on 8 May with the British and
Allies managing to hold them off, but by the last Gas attack on 24 May at Bellewaarde Ridge the
nd
Germans had forced the British & Allies back to a more defensible line. It was at the 2 Ypres that
rd
the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ was written by John McCrae(Surgeon) on 3 May after burying a fellow
soldier & close friend who had died the previous day.
The Battle of Loos – 25 September-14 October 1915– This was the largest British offensive mounted in
1915 at the Western Front and it was at Loos that the British first used Gas Warfare themselves.
The Battle of Verdun – 21 February 1916–20 December 1916 (9mths, 3wks, 6days) between the
German & French armies in North Eastern France.
The Battle of the Somme – 1 July 1916–18 November 1916 –the bloodiest Battle with the British and
French against German on both sides of the River Somme. The NZ Division joined the Battle midSeptember & was part of the second big push of the offensive designed to break the German lines. By
the time they were withdrawn from the line a month later, the breakthrough had still not happened.

Kiwi Soldiers on Vimy Ridge, April 1917
rd
The Battle of Messines – 7-14 June 1917 – These seven days were the prelude to the 3 Ypres. The NZ
Division achieved all its objectives, including the village of Messines.
rd
9. The Battle of Passchendaele – Also referred to as the 3 Battle of Ypres – July-November 1917 –
Preliminary bombardment began on 11 July 1917 for control of the ridges South & East of Belgian City
of Ypres in West Flanders. NZ was part of a successful attack on Gravenstafel Spur, which runs off
th
Passchendaele ridge on 4 October but the attack cost more than 320 New Zealand lives, including
th
that of former All Black Captain Dave Gallaher. The 12 October was the blackest day for NZ where
there were about 3700 NZ casualties, of which 45 officers and 800 men were either dead or wounded
between the lines, caused by mud, drizzle turning to driving rain, shells dropping short causing many
casualties while waiting to advance & not being able to breach the German barbed wire.
nd
10. The 2 Battle of the Somme – 23-30 March 1918 – The NZ Division was among several units rushed in
st
to fill the gap near the Somme after a massive attack by the Germans on 21 March tore a hole in the
British Front and they remained there for the summer.
11. Breaking through the Hindenburg Line – 29 September-5 October 1918 – NZ Soldiers excelled in the
open-country fighting and they helped breach the Hindenburg Line, the main German Defence
System.
8.

www.clandonald.org.nz
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12. Capturing Le Quesnoy – 4 November 1918 - Le Quesnoy was captured by New Zealand soldiers a week
before the armistice, with the loss of some 50 men. They had climbed the ramparts using ladders
rather than allowing the historic town to be bombed. Advancing 10km and capturing nearly 2000
prisoners in the process. This was the last major action of the war for the New Zealand Division. The
locals expressed their gratitude with a New Zealand garden, a Rue de Nouvelle Zélande and an
Avenue des Néo-Zélandais. An Anzac Day service is held there every year.

ARMISTICE
After four years, the First World War finally came to a close on 11 November 1918 at 11.00 am when the
Armistice between Germany and the Allied Powers was signed.
It seems ironic that in 1914 both sides thought the war would be over in no time at all – “If not by Christmas,
then very soon after”…..how wrong they were!!!!
Naturally the troops were keen to get back home but while waiting to head out they were returned to the
Sling Camp. Delays in repatriation sparked several riots in the camps, so the officers set the men to work
carving a huge kiwi in the chalk hillside above the camp. The figure is now maintained by the British Ministry
of Defence.
There was a lot of celebrating and partying to be had at the end of the War, however the horror wasn’t
finished with yet………... the returning troops brought back with them the deadly new influenza virus to New
Zealand, but that is another story!!! To continue……

www.clandonald.org.nz
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It would be great if anyone can share any stories of family who fought in any of these Battles at the Western
Front, hopefully the Battle dates noted above can help to place where they were.
Till next time……stay warm & happy researching….

Newsletter

Got something to share?
The editor welcomes your input to the
newsletter, be it articles, letters, book reviews,
or photographs. Communications should be to
the editor:
Please email: carlmbradley@hotmail.com

www.clandonald.org.nz
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