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Ethnic festival
funding estimate

$225,000
Pasifica

$100,000+
Diwali, Lantern Festival

$8000

Auckland Highland Games
Scottish community leaders (from left)
John Hawthorn, Tom White and Tom
Shiels are unhappy with the Auckland
Council’s community events funding.
Picture / Brett Phibbs

Scots fuming over funding
Auckland mayor accused of pandering to new migrant
communities ahead of early settlers
Scottish community leaders say Auckland’s
mayor is paying more attention to new migrant
communities than traditional settler heritage.
Tom Shiels, president of the Scottish Cultural
Festival, said events such as Diwali and the
Lantern Festival were getting “significantly
more” council funding, and received far better
support than the Auckland Highland Games.
The games, celebrated by Scots and people
of Scottish descent at the Three Kings Reserve
every November, date back to 1920.
But they receive just $8000 from the council,
while the more recently established Diwali,
Pasifika and Lantern festivals all received in
excess of $100,000.
Mr Shiels said he had been informed that

Harold McIsaac
High Commissioner

Pasifika received the highest amount, with
more than $225,000 being pumped into the
annual event, which is thought to attract
more than 200,000 visitors a year.
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, is
celebrated this weekend in Auckland with
traditional and contemporary Indian dance
performances, rangoli displays, an Indian
food fair and a fireworks display.
The Highland Games attract about 10,000
visitors a year, while Diwali and the Lantern
Festival bring in between 100,000 and
200,000 a year.
Mr Shiels said it angered him to see the
amount of support and publicity the council
and its agencies were giving to Diwali.

“In all fairness to Diwali and the Chinese
Lantern [festivaI], go ahead, make a good go
of it, but we want the same consideration for
funding as them,” said Mr Shiels.
‘lt would be fair to say that if it had not been
for the Scots, Auckland and New Zealand
would be a totally different place today.”
Mr Shiels estimated that 65 per cent of
Pakeha in New Zealand were of Scottish
descent, and this made Scottish festivals “a far
more significant ethnic event” for Auckland.
Mr Shiels said the cost of running the Highland Games was $30,000 and ‘The bagpipes
would be silenced” if organisers did not receive more funding than they did last year.
The games organisers used to charge an
entry fee but had to tum it into a free event
after the council offered to provide a park and
cover expenses, a promise it did not live up to,
said Mr Shiels.
In a letter to the council, Mr Shiels wrote:
‘lf this is how the Super City performs, it
certainly leaves a lot to be desired.
“I was under the impression it was for the
benefit of all people regardless of race, colour
and creed.”
The Auckland Council yesterday would not
disclose the exact amount the different festivals
received, or say how the council decides how
much each event gets.
Nigel Horrocks, the council’s senior media
adviser, said: “Festival organisation and
support often involves multiple third parties
including many community groups.”
The council would not comment on Mr
Shiels’ claims that the Scottish community
was being sidelined. Mr Brown said all major
international cities, including Auckland, were
showing a trend towards greater diversity.
The New Zealand Herald
Lincoln Tan • Wednesday, October 10, 2012

Dear Clan member,
The year is running away and with this issue I am very happy with the registrations from
I send Christmas greetings and best wishes to Australia for the ANZAC conference next
all our Clan Donald members and families.
February so come on NZ members as the time
As part of the build-up to the Scottish frame for registering is rapidly being reached.
independence referendum in 2014, on the Whilst we have a great programme, it is a rare
4th of December in Parliament at Wellington, opportunity for us for mix and mingle.
Clan representatives will take part in an Auckland members also please note the short
information evening for our Members of deadline for confirming bookings at the New
Parliament. Our two representatives will be Year Waipu Hogmanay celebration at the
from Wellington.
Clansman Motel.
EDITORS COMMENT – SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ABOVE,
AUCKLAND CITY COUNCIL HAVE RELENTED AND GRANTED THE COMMITTEE $8,000
www.cl and onal d .org.nz

Report from

Clan Donald Canterbury

CD–C Kirkin’O’ the Tartan

– at St Andrew’s Rangi Ruru 14 October 2012
The service is organised each year by the Canterbury
Scottish Heritage Council with input from the Clans and
Societies that are members of the Council. It is held in
October of each year as part of Heritage Week. This week
is sponsored by the Christchurch City Council and they
produce a booklet advertising all the events to be held during
this time. For the last two years Christchurch has not had
Heritage Week but the Kirkin’O’the Tartan has been held.
The Christchurch City Council will set a theme for the
week and it is around this theme that the topic for the address
is based. With no official theme this year the Heritage Council
suggested the theme Re- rebirth, reborn, relax, regenerate etc.
The address was given by the Reverend Don Reekie and the
Minister was the Reverend Rodney Routledge. During the
offering Jess Haan, a contestant from the Burns Song contest
sang. Afternoon tea followed. This provides an opportunity
to catch up with fellow clansfolk and guests. Clan Donald
was well represented at the service.

Can’t pick out all the banners but we had representation
from 14 Clans/Societies

Clan Donald Canterbury’s Wii Night
Clan Donald Canterbury members had a fun night on the 27 October
playing Wii Sports Resort at Valerie and Ian Bright’s home. Wii Sports
Resort is a video game set in a beach resort called Wuhu Island. It is played
on a TV screen with the participants using remote controllers to direct the
action. Games played were bowling (100 pins), cycling and swordplay.
Players were split into two teams – The Jimmy Team and The Cowboys.
The games created a lot of fun and laughter (especially for those watching). At half time Maggie Donald ran a true or false quiz. At supper time
the prizes were awarded and in the true politically correct fashion of the
modern world everyone was awarded a certificate and participated in the
lucky dip for a prize.
A special thank you to Valerie and Ian for hosting the event and also to
Maggie Donald for her assistance.

Christine Martin (The Jimmy Team) v David McFerran (The Cowboys)

Ann Smith and Ian Donald work on the quiz
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Post match interview. Alan MacDonald with The Jimmy
Team (Elwyn and Christine Martin) and The Cowboys
(Adrienne Pamment and David McFerran)

Sally Wihone (The Cowboys) versus Maggie Donald (The Jimmy Team)

Elwyn Martin with his prize
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

and David McFerran won the Cup (egg cup)

Report from

Clan Donald Canterbury

Hororata Highland Games
10 November 2012

The plan this year for the organising
committee was to increase Clan input and to
create a Clan Lane. The Canterbury Heritage
Council had representatives from; Clan
Gunn, Clan Grant, Clan Davidson, Clan
MacAulay, Clan Donald, Burns Club, Clan
Fraser, Scottish Society, Clan Ross, Clan
McLean, Clan Johnston, Clan MacKenzie
and Clan Cameron in the Clan Lane.
The row of Clan tents was sponsored by
the organising committee and we should
have also requested the last booth, as the
Clans had a large volume of promotional
material available to the public. The Clans
were invited to be part of the opening and
closing ceremonies. Pipe Major of the
Juvenile Band leading the parade was Sean
Thompson from Clan Donald.
Feedback from the Clans was positive and
many membership forms were given out
with contact details to followup at a later
time. Clan Donald signed up and received
membership fees from seven new members.
Clan Davidson was supported by Maureen
MacDonald, Treasurer/Newsletter Editor
from Wellington.
Next to the Clan Tents we had “Taste of
Scotland” and Whisky Galore. This ensured
a continuous flow of people to the area. The
Newspaper reported attendance of 10,000
this year.
Elwyn Martin

Group photo – Colin MacDonald, Christine Martin, Ian Bright, Maggie Donald, Helen Ring,
Irene Bawden (obscured), Val Bright front row- Ann Smith, Doreen MacDonald.

Opening ceremony- Gerry Brownlee

NEW Members
Aidan Frame-Reid
Ann Currie
David Shovel
Gail Halvorsen
Heather Moore
Mark Davis
Rodney McDonald

Dave and Joyce McFerran

Clan Donald Canterbury E V E N T S
Branch Meeting

Christmas Function

25 November 2012.

16th December 2012.

St Margaret’s Hall,
Farrington Ave
12.30pm pot luck lunch
followed by Branch
Meeting at 1.30pm.

12 Noon. Lunch at the
Chateau on the Park
followed by afternoon tea
at Cath and Bob Lyall’s
home at 6 Kahua Road.

th
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Clan Members
from other
branches who are
visiting Christchurch
at the time of any
function are most
welcome to join us.
page 3

Report from

Clan Donald Canterbury

Clan Donald USA – AGM
September 2012 San Francisco

I know I said last year that attending the AGM’s was becoming
addictive but it wasn’t really our intention to attend two years in a
row. The driving force this year (apart from the actual AGM) was:
one international flight, attend the Pleasanton Highland Games,
being hosted by Majbritt Murdoch in the Napa Valley and meeting
our extended family again so soon.
The “kiwi” representation at this year’s AGM grew this year as
another two members from the Christchurch Branch also attended.
It was really nice for them to finally put a face to the many friends
we talk about.
The weather in San Francisco was glorious for the four days. Tours
on offer were the day trip to the Napa Valley and morning tour of
San Francisco finishing at the Ferry Terminal. Tour guides for both
trips were Clan Donald members, Majbritt to the Napa and Laura
for the city tour.
At the AGM the financial contributions made by Harold McIsaac and
Allan MacDonald of Vallay was recognised. Jim McDonald (USA
genealogist) spoke of Colin MacDonald’s (NZ) claim for Chieftainship of Glencoe and how they are prepared to support it. Ann Smith
spoke on Clan Donald, New Zealand. How the number of branches
are increasing, membership in the different regions and our annual
Federal Association AGM held in Christchurch this year.
We look forward to attending our next AGM.
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Wine tasting at Jacuzzi Winery

Maggie Donald, Michelle Hanmond, Virginia Batelaan,
Majbritt Murdoch – wine tasting at Sterling Winery

Virginia, Michelle, Maggie, Ann – city tour

Maggie, Cheryl Austin,Laura Isaeff, Ann – formal dinner

Ann, Dave McSwain, Cheryl, David Hill – formal dinner

Report from

Skye, Scotland

CLAN DONALD LOOKS TO THE FUTURE
A major review of operations has been
undertaken at the Clan Donald Trust’s
landholdings in southern Skye.
A new general manager has been appointed,
staff at the 20,000 acre estate and visitor
centre are now settling into roles created by
the restructuring and fresh links are being
forged with the Sleat community.
The Clan Donald Lands Trust is a charitable
Trust founded and supported by Clan
Donald members worldwide. It was set up
41 years ago to purchase and maintain the
estate on Sleat - one of the last remnants of
the traditional lands of the Macdonalds - and
to preserve and present the history of Clan
Donald and the Lordship of the Isles.
Among the popular attractions on
the estate, which attracts around
40,000 visitors a year, are historic
Armadale Castle, the awardwinning Museum of the Isles,
renowned woodland gardens,
an arboretum and self-catering
accommodation.
During an intensive nine month
process, a root and branch review
of all operations took place, with
every aspect of the business explored and
staff views sought on how to increase
efficiency, improve visitors’ experience
and build ever stronger links with the local
community.
The new manager, Stephen McKeown
originally hails from St Andrews but grew
up on the west of Scotland near Hamilton.
“The Clan Donald Lands Trust is the
second largest employer in the area after

Sabhal Mor Ostaig,” Mr
Mckeown said.
“The
current financial climate
triggered the decision by
the trustees of the Clan
Donald Lands Trust to
initiate the review.
“The new staff structure
is all about empowering
people to do the jobs
that need to be done in a thriving, modern
organisation. The Trust will be able both
to meet its charitable objectives and play a
key role in the area’s future, by providing
employment, developing collaborative
projects, enriching the environment and
helping the whole area to flourish.
“I’m delighted that I ‘m going to
be playing a key role in taking the
Clan Donald Lands Trust forward.
It’s an exciting challenge and
I’m very much looking forward
to working with colleagues,
trustees, friends and the local
community in delivering for the
trust the success it deserves.”
This approach was fully endorsed
by long term trustee Jamie
Macdonald, who said: “Recognising that
our 35-year-old structure no longer met
current needs or financial circumstances, the
Board of Trustees has set about making Clan
Donald Lands Trust fit for its purpose both
at trustee and operational levels.
“The new executive committee of trustees,
Stephen’s appointment as general manager
and the current staff restructuring are the
first important steps in meeting these aims.”

“The management, staff and trustees
recognise their responsibilities to the Clan
Donald Lands Trust and to Sleat and are
working together to ensure the long term
sustainability of the trust, both for itself and
the benefit of the wider community - a very
exciting prospect.”
The prospect of closer co-operation with
other local land managers and community
organisations was welcomed by the
Sleat Community Trust, which supports
sustainable economic, environmental and
social development on the Sleat peninsula.
Trust manager Angus Robertson said: “Sleat
Community Trust welcomes the prospect
of closer working links with Clan Donald
Lands Trust.
“We wish Stephen well in his new position
and look forward to working with him on
building closer ties between us in a multitude
of areas.”
General Manager
Clan Donald Lands Trust,
Clan Donald Skye Armadale,
Sleat
Isle of Skye
IV45 8RS

I found this anonymous article deeply moving
– I hope you do, too.

Bagpiper at a Funeral         
As a bagpiper, I play many gigs.
Recently I was asked by a Funeral director
to play at a graveside service for a homeless
man. He had no family or friends, so the
service was to be at a Pauper’s’ cemetery in the
back country.
As I was not familiar with the backwoods, I got
lost and, being a typical man, I didn’t stop for
directions.
I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral
guy had evidently gone and the hearse was
nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers
and crew left and they were eating lunch.

I felt badly and apologized to the men for being late. I went
to the side of the grave and looked down and the vault lid was
already in place. I didn’t know what else to do, so I started to play.
The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around.
I played out my heart and soul for this man with no family and
friends. I played like I’ve never played before for this homeless
man.
And as I played ‘Amazing Grace’, the workers began to weep. They
wept, I wept, we all wept together. When I finished I packed up
my bagpipes and started for my car. Though my head hung low,
my heart was full.
As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say,
“I never seen nothin’ like that before and I’ve been putting in
septic tanks for twenty years.”

w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz
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Report from

Clan Donald Auckland

Whisky Tasting
On Tuesday evening the 16th of October,
members of Clan Donald enjoyed a Whisky
Tasting at the Whisky Shop in Elliot Street,
right in the centre of Auckland. On arrival a
sample of a whisky with the amusing name
of “Fat Trout” was offered. There was no
explanation for the name. However it didn’t
taste fat or fishy.
The selection of whiskies for the tasting
came from the Western Isles and the west
of Scotland. Famous brands of whisky such
as Arran, Talisker, Bowmore, Ardberg and
Laphroaig. The host for the evening was
Bart Burgers, and the tasting was held in the
shop surrounded by shelves that stock over
1,500 Scotch Whiskies. A great evening was
enjoyed by the Clan Donald members.

Auckland Highland Games
The Auckland Highland Games, the first Games of the season, was held on Saturday the 24th
of November, in the Three Kings Domain. It was a beautiful day with plenty of sunshine
and no wind.
There was a very large enthusiastic crowd throughout the day enjoying the usual field
events. During the morning there was solo piping and Highland Dancing competitions and
in the afternoon the first Pipe Band contest of the contest season with pipe bands from the
Auckland district and from as far away as Te Kuiti in the King Country.
The procession of the
Scottish Clans was led
by the top New Zealand
Pipe Band Auckland &
Districts, and after the
official opening they also
led the Clans from the
field.
Clan Donald had a very
good day entertaining
many members and old
friends in the Pavilion
and signing up three new
members.
The climax for the day was
the massed pipe bands and
a mass Highland Fling by
the Highland Dancers,
which was followed by the
usual Auld Lang Syne.

The Clan Donald Colour Party after the procession and official
opening of the Games.
From the left; Heather MacDonald Higgins, Jim Donald, Lawrie
Fear, Tom McDonald, Jon Winder and Harold McIsaac.

The host Bart Burgers introducing the
tasting procedure.

Peter Marchant (carrying Holly) with Kay
Donaldson and Harold McIsaac

Greg Henderson, Heather MacDonald and
Harold McIsaac

Marlene and Laurie Mathews with Harold
McIsaac

Harold McIsaac with new sign showing the
various spelling of the Clan Donald names.

Andrew Wilkie, President of Clan Donald
Auckland, enjoying a sample of Talisker.

Clockwise - Arran, Talisker, Bowmore,
Ardbeg and Laphroaig
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Coming Events
Clan Donald Auckland
Hogmanay, Waipu
31 December 2012
Clan Donald in partnership with the
Clansman Motel are again holding a
Hogmanay function to see in the New Year.
Time: 6.30pm until midnight
Cost: $45.00 per person
Bookings: Alison Ph. 09 4144530 Ext. 201
E-mail: alison@mcisaac.co.nz.
As seating is limited those wishing to
reserve must advise Alison promptly.

Waipu Highland Games
1 January 2013
Clan Donald will have its pavilion in the
Avenue of Clans. Join us for a cup of tea or a
dram. The pavilion is your home away from
home and we will be pleased to see as many
as can come. Assistance with genealogy
and recruitment of new members are key
functions. As in previous years there will
be a Haggis Ceremony and free tasting right
outside our pavilion at 11.30 am.

ANZAC Conference
We encourage as many as possible to attend
the conference which starts at Spencer on
Byron, Takapuna - Thursday afternoon
7 February, and concludes Sunday 10
February. There will be a big day out on
the Saturday, when a chartered bus will take
participants to the Paeroa Highland Games,
and returns after the Tattoo.

Pareoa Games
9 February 2013

The Clan Donald pavillion will be set up,
with a large group of Conference attendees
anticipated during the afternoon. Hospitality
will be a key function. Members who may
wish to avail themselves of the bus for
transport either to the games or back to
Auckland after the Tattoo should contact
Alison Ph. 09 4144530 Ext. 201 E-mail:
alison@mcisaac.co.nz. We realise that
there are few other public transport options
back to Auckland. Tickets for entry to the
games are $20 on the day for an adult, or
$15 for early birds from Paeroa iSite before
31 January.
NEWSLETTER

The editor welcomes your input to the
newsletter, be it an article, a letter or
photographs. Communications should be
to the Secretary’s work place by e-mail
Harold McIsaac
harold@mcisaac.co.nz
Next Publication date is:
1st March 2013
Deadline for contributions
18th February 2013
CLAN DONALD NZ NEWS EDITOR
Mark Green Ph: (09) 630 5989
Email: markgreen@orcon.net.nz

On November 5th, 2012

Miss Emily MacDonald

ANZAC Conference 2013

Thursday 7th to Sunday 10th of February 2013

from Canada celebrated her

108th birthday
Emily is surely the oldest
member in Clan Donald. Clan
Donald, New Zealand sent her
a birthday and received the
following message back:-

Thanks so much for remembering our Emily’s birthday.
Your card was magnificent
and she enjoyed her day
and all the good wishes that
came with the occasion. She
is a wonder and on the day
her MacDonald tartan was
worn with pride. Thanks
again, Glenda McDonell, HC
in Canada
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

The conference will be held at the Spencer on
Byron Hotel, Takapuna, Auckland. A Cocktail
Party from 5.30pm till 7.00pm on Thursday the
7th. Conference on Friday the 8th, from 9.30am
till 4.30pm. Dinner plus entertainment from
7.00pm. Choice of two outings for Saturday
the 9th.
Either a wine tour of Waiheke Island or the
20th Paeroa Highland Games. A range of other
activities will be available to partners and other
family members who do not wish to attend the
conference, wine tour or the Paeroa Games.
On Sunday the 10th there will be a champagne
breakfast to wind up. For further details contact
Alison Williams. Email: alison@mcisaac.co.nz
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Report from

The New Zealand Herald

Scottish nationalists look to the immense wealth of North Sea oil
by Severin Carrell
in Edinburgh

“It’s Scotland’s oil” is one of the most highly
charged slogans in Scottish politics. First
used by the Scottish National Party (SNP)
in 1974, the notion that Scotland “owns” up
to 90 per cent of the North Sea’s reserves
remains one of the strongest sources of
grievance for nationalists.
And in the next two years, as Alex
Salmond, the SNP first minister, leads the
country into a referendum on independence,
it is likely to become one of
the central arguments for
nationalists: they believe it
will help decide the fate of
the UK.
Ever since it became clear
that North Sea oil fields would
generate immense riches, the
SNP has insisted that wealth
has been squandered by
successive governments in
London.
They point out that
Norway, a country with a
similar population to Scotland
at just under 5 million, has
saved much of its oil income:
surplus revenue is ploughed
into the government pension
fund, which is now Europe’s
largest owner of shares and
is worth about 3.3 trillion kroner ($700
billion).
The SNP argues that if you extend a
line east from where the Scotland England
border hits the coast north of Berwick, the
division of the seabed would give Scotland
control over nearly all North Sea oil and gas
fields.
The Scottish government, which is
preparing a detailed case to support that 90
per cent claim as its civil servants prepare for
the referendum, asserts the North Sea will
generate about £54 billion ($104 billion) in
revenues over the next five years, while its
“asset base” is valued at roughly £1 trillion,
including remaining reserves.
Salmond claims that, combined with
Scotland’s significant offshore wind and
marine energy resources, and other industries
such as whisky, this would make Scotland
the DECO’s sixth wealthiest nation, leaving

SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE
Chris Auchinvole MP is Convener of the
Parliamentary Scottish Friendship Group.
He organised a presentation on Scottish
independence held at Parliament in the Old
Legislative Chamber on 4 December 2012.
The presentation was by Professors Peter
Kuch and Liam McIlvanney from the Centre
for Irish and Scottish Studies at Dunedin.
page 8

the rest of the UK trailing in 15th place.
But Salmond will have to answer
anxieties about whether Scotland can offer
the industry the same international muscle
and relatively stable tax and regulatory
regime the UK provides. Experts believe
the oil companies and the engineering firms
that rely heavily on North Sea contracts will
be weighing up the potential negatives of
independence. They would have to juggle
two regulatory and tax regimes: the UK has
expert health and safety and environmental

agencies, largely controlled from London.
Scotland would have to build its own from
scratch.
There also remains the problem of the
long-term oil exploration and drilling
licences the UK government has issued:
many last for 30 years. How would those be
transferred?
Think too of how Scotland might defend
North Sea rigs: would an Edinburgh
government be able to afford to maintain
a navy capable of tackling a terrorist
incident?
But the oil industry may also decide
that Scottish governments would be more
amenable on taxation: North Sea oil wealth
is of far greater significance to the Scottish
economy than it is to the UK’s.
While the figures fluctuate year by year,
oil and gas generates about 2 per cent of
the UK’s GDP and tax, but the Scottish
Some Scottish pageantry and entertainment
was around the presentations including:
– Clans march on to pipers from the Forecourt
of Parliament, up the steps and through
the Grand Hall into the Old Legislative
Chamber and a Haggis ceremony.
– Each clan made a brief 2 minute address
on their history/tartan/role etc.
– First 15 minute presentation.
– Cultural interlude with Highland dance.
– Second 15 minute presentation.
w ww.cl and onal d .org.nz

government’s annual economic report
estimates it would make up 12 per cent of
Scotland’s overall revenues.
These delicate questions explain why
UK ministers are being very polite to the
Scottish government. Charles Hendry, the
UK energy minister, said his government
had not begun to look at the territorial claim.
“We haven’t even got into those discussions;
at this stage that issue may never arise,” he
says. “The nature of what we’ll be arguing in
the run up to the referendum is that it’s best
to keep the structure we’ve
got; that it’s the best way of
getting investment coming
into Scotland; the best way of
keeping people’s electricity
bills down in Scotland.”
Hendry also implies that the
question has been superseded
by the far more complex issue
of producing and supplying
energy as a whole, including
renewables and nuclear power.
Salmond has set the
renewables industry a target of
being able to supply 100 per
cent of Scotland’s electricity
demand by 2020 when
conditions are favourable,
while maintaining a back-up
of two nuclear stations and
existing coal-fired plants. But
Hendry points to problems: if Scotland is
independent by 2014, it will not have UK
subsidies for renewables to draw on; it will
have to pay for the grid infrastructure; and at
the same time be competing against French,
Irish and Norwegian suppliers.
A spokesman for John Swinney, the
Scottish finance secretary, said:
“Scotland has a £1 trillion North Sea asset
base - at the same time as the UK’s national
debt has broken through £1 trillion for the
first time with some 40 per cent of reserves
remaining and over half of the value still to
be extracted.
“With the oil price forecast to rise over
US$200 a barrel, these figures absolutely
underline the need for Scotland to gain
control over our own resources with
independence, for the long-term benefit of
the country.”
Observer

– From the Old Legislative Chamber to the
Grand Hall where haggis, neeps and tatties,
and a dram were served.
– Demonstrations of Scottish country dancing
and Celtic music followed.
Clan Donald was represented by Angus
McDonald, Wellington President.
Also Wellington Vice President - Grant
MacDonald’s daughter Angelique entertained
with a bracket of Gaelic songs.

Renewables ‘to provide
half of Scotland’s
electricity by 2015’
By JULIA HORTON  ”The Scotsman”
Published on Wednesday 31 October 2012

HALF of Scotland’s entire electricity needs
must now be generated through green energy
by 2015, the First Minister has announced.
The ambitious new target is the latest set by
the SNP government in its bid to produce all
the nation’s electric power from renewable
sources by 2020.
Alex Salmond yesterday also revealed
new figures showing Scotland’s electricity
generation capacity is expected to exceed
demand by about 35 per cent in 2015, allowing
the nation to meet its own power needs while
producing a “vital surplus” for the rest of the
UK.
The announcement at the latest UK renewables
industry conference in Glasgow follows
growing confidence in the administration
after Scotland exceeded its previous interim
goal of 31 per cent by 2011, creating 35 per
cent instead.
Yesterday also saw the publication of record
figures in an annual UK report into renewables
which showed that wind – “led by Scotland” –
is on track to power one in ten homes by 2015,
and to be second only to naturalgas as the
largest single source of UK electricity by 2020.
Addressing delegates at the RenewableUK
2012 Annual Conference and Exhibition at the
SECC in Glasgow, the First Minister described
Scotland’s renewables success as a “massive
economic opportunity”.
Mr Salmond said the new target would bring

thousands more jobs to a sector which already
employs 11,000 thanks to £2.3 billion of
investment in projects north of the Border.
He said: “Last year, we published a routemap
for renewable energy for Scotland, outlining
how we would meet the equivalent of 100
per cent of Scotland’s electricity demand
from renewable sources by 2020. Today, we
are publishing an update to that routemap. It
shows clearly the progress that has been made
in the last year.
“In the light of that progress, I can announce
that we have set a new interim target –
by 2015, the equivalent of 50 per cent of
Scotland’s electricity demand will be met by
renewable sources.
“This target is ambitious, but also achievable.
It is based on current data about capacity
which is operational, under construction, or
has been consented.
“I believe creating more clean energy is
essential for Scotland and this target provides
three benefits in particular – energy security;
environmental sustainability; and employment
opportunities.”
When the SNP came to power in 2007, it
inherited a target of producing 50 per cent of
Scotland’s electricity from renewable sources
by 2020, five years later than the new target.
Mr Salmond added that the latest target would
also improve progress on another SNP goal,
that of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to
42 per cent by 2020, the first annual deadline
of which was missed this year.
Environmentalists in Scotland said that failure
showed greater focus on reducing carbon
emissions from homes and transport was still
needed, although they welcomed the latest
drive to improve green energy production.
Dr Dan Barlow, head of policy at WWF
Scotland, said: “Scotland is already making
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

good progress in realising our green energy
potential and this commitment will help
maintain confidence in the sector and support
thousands of new jobs.
“It’s vital we build on this progress with
similar ambitions aimed at improving
energy efficiency in our homes and tackling
emissions from transport, in order to deliver a
truly low-carbon Scotland.”
Earlier this month, Ofgem warned that overall
UK electricity production could exceed peak
demand by just 4 per cent in 2015, a sharp
decline on the current level of 14 per cent.
However, RenewableUK reported a record year
in 2011-12, with wind energy output rising by
a quarter, or 1,825MW, last year UK-wide.
For the first time in five years, the UK also saw
a rise in the number of onshore windfarm
proposals approved by councils, up to a record
1,701MW, compared with 1,142MW last year
– a leap of nearly 50 per cent.
RenewableUK chief executive Maria McCaffery
said: “We have taken significant strides forward
… 2011-12 saw overall capital investment in
the offshore wind industry rise by 60 per cent
to £1.5bn and a record amount of onshore
wind capacity approved, with Scotland leading
the way.
“These strong figures underline the
importance of a secure trading climate to
attract investment, especially in difficult times.
Although we still have a long way to go, we are
firmly on track and gathering momentum.”
Campaigners in Scotland opposing wind farms,
however, maintain that the SNP is obsessed
with the “turbinisation” of the country at the
expense of the landscape and tourism.
A public inquiry is under way into plans for a
wind farm beside the Cairngorm National Park,
which opponents say would be like “building a
Tesco in the Grand Canyon”.
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How did Andrew become Scotland’s patron saint?
THE LEGEND of how St Andrew

became the patron saint of Scotland is a
curious one.
St. Andrew was thought to have been
a fisherman in Galilee, along with his
elder brother Simon Peter (Saint Peter),
who both became followers of Jesus
Christ (his apostles).
St. Andrew is said to have spread
the beliefs of the Christian religion
throughout Asia Minor and Greece. He
was put to death by the Romans in Patras,
Southern Greece by being crucified, at
his own request, on a diagonal-shaped
cross called crux decussata (X-shaped
cross, or “saltire” which is said to be
the basis for the St. Andrew’s Cross)
as he deemed himself unworthy to be
crucified on the same type of cross that
Jesus had been.
His bones were entombed, and around
300 years later were moved by Emperor
Constantine the Great to his new
capital Constantinople (now Istanbul in
Turkey).
A Greek monk called St. Rule (or
St. Regulus) was told in a dream by an
angel that St. Andrew’s remains were
to be moved to the “ends of the earth”
for safe-keeping. St. Rule dutifully
followed these directions, removing
a tooth, an arm bone, a kneecap and
some fingers from St. Andrew’s tomb
and transporting these as far away as
he could. Scotland was close to the
extremities of the known world at that
time and it was there that St. Rule was
shipwrecked with his precious cargo.
St. Rule is said to have come ashore
at a Pictish settlement on the East Coast
of Scotland and this later became St.
Andrews.
Another legend suggests that Acca,
the Bishop of Hexham, who was a
collector of relics, brought the relics of
St. Andrew to the established religious
centre at St. Andrews (either founded
by St. Rule in the 6th century or by a
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Pictish King, Ungus, (who reigned from
731- 761) in 733.
Whichever way it happened, there lies
were placed in a specially constructed
chapel, which was replaced by the
Cathedral of St. Andrews in 1160, and St.
Andrews became the religious capital of
Scotland and a great centre for Medieval
pilgrims who came to view the relics.
It is not known what happened to the
relics of St. Andrew which were stored
in St. Andrews Cathedral, although
it is commonly thought that these
were destroyed during the Scottish
Reformation. The place where these
relics were kept within the Cathedral is
now marked by a plaque, amongst the
ruins, for visitors to see.
The larger part of St. Andrew’s remains
were stolen from Constantinople in
1210 and are now to be found in
Amalfi in Southern Italy. In 1879 the
Archbishop of Amalfi sent a small piece
of the saint’s shoulder blade to the reestablished Roman Catholic community
in Scotland.
In 1969, Gordon Gray, leader of the
Roman Catholic Church in Scotland
was in Rome to be appointed the first
Scottish Cardinal since the Reformation.
Pope Paul VI gave him further relics
of St. Andrew with the words “Saint
Peter gives you his brother”. These
are now displayed in a reliquary in St.
Mary’s Roman Catholic Cathedral in
Edinburgh.
The 1320 Declaration of Arbroath cites
Scotland’s conversion to Christianity by
w ww.cl and onal d .org.nz

Andrew, “the first to be an Apostle”.
According to another legend, in 832
AD, Óengus II led an army of Picts and
Scots into battle against the Angles,
near modern-day Athelstaneford, East
Lothian. The legend states that while
praying on the eve of battle, Óengus
vowed that if granted victory he would
appoint Saint Andrew as the Patron Saint
of Scotland. On the morning of battle
white clouds appeared in the sky in an
X shape which Óengus and his men saw
as a divine sign. Emboldened, they took
to the field and despite being inferior
in terms of numbers, were victorious.
Having interpreted the cloud formation
as representing the crux decussata upon
which Saint Andrew was crucified,
Óengus honoured his pre-battle pledge
and appointed Saint Andrew as the
Patron Saint of Scotland.
The white saltire set against a celestial
blue background is said to have been
adopted as the design of the flag of
Scotland on the basis of this legend. The
Saltire Cross became the heraldic arms
that every Scot is entitled to fly and
wear.
However, its colour was not white at
first but silver (Argent), as in heraldry
white stands for silver.
The first time the colour of the Saltire
is mentioned is in the Acts of Parliament
of King Robert II in July 1385 where
every Scottish soldier was ordered to
wear a white Saltire. If the uniform was
white, then the Saltire was to be stitched
onto a black background.
It is believed that both William Wallace
and King Robert the Bruce appealed to
Saint Andrew to guide them in times of
national emergency.
References:
w w w. s c o t l a n d . o r g / f e a t u r e s / i t e m / t h e - h i s t o r y - a t saint·andrew-of-scotland/
Michael T R B Turnbull (author of Saint Andrew: Scotland’s
Myth and Identity)
www.geo.ed.ac.uk/homeJscotland/standrew.html

ST. ANDREW is the patron saint of
fishmongers, gout, singers, sore throats,
spinsters, maidens, old maids and
women wishing to become mothers.
THE Order of Saint Andrew, or the
Most Ancient Order of the Thistle,
is an order of knighthood restricted
to the King or Queen and 16 others,
which was established by James VII of
Scotland in 1687.
Scots News November, 2012

REGULAR FEATURE
with
GENEALOGIST Heather MacDonald Higgins

GENE CORNER
Greetings Clansfolk,

Spring is well entrenched and
Summer only a matter of weeks away thank goodness. I can’t
believe how quickly this year has gone by and my genealogy
has definitely been on the back burner.

I have only just returned from twelve hectic days in Australia
visiting family and friends, four days in Sydney for a friend’s
birthday, down to Melbourne for a couple of days catch up
with a MacDonald cousin, then up to Nthn Vic for six days
with my youngest son, daughter in-law and my beautiful wee
granddaughter who turned 1yr old on 17th while I was there.
As they live in Australia, Skype is the main method of catching
up so any hands on time with her are treasured memories.
My little grandson also turned 1yr old in August but as he lives
in Auckland, thankfully I get to see him more regularly.
Just a couple of updates –

SCOTLANDS PEOPLE Wills & Testaments – the Wills
and Testaments from 1902 to 1925 have gone live on the
website, now covering the period 1513 to 1925. With the
latest addition of the 392, 595 new records, researchers
can now access one million Scottish Wills and Testaments
covering the above period. They document the last wishes
of individuals who lived and died in Scotland between 1902
and 1925, and also includes the wills of Scots who died

outside of Scotland but still had assets in the country. They
cover both Rich and Poor people from Andrew Carnegie to
those in the poorhouses. More estates below £500 were
included because of the simpler and cheaper procedures
introduced by the Small Estates Act of 1894. There are
several samples available to look at, one being two pages
from Andrew Carnegie’s Will, his employees at Skibo
were very well looked after. In the new records there are
also more than 9000 testaments of Scottish soldiers of all
ranks, out of a total of 148,000, who died in the First World
War, with personal letters often being accepted in lieu of
a formal will. Check out further information on the Wills
and Testaments on the ScotlandsPeople website - http://
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk - bottom left, click on the link
‘Wills and Testaments’ which gives more comprehensive
information. You will of course need to sign in or register
first before you can search for records.

NATIONAL RECORDS OF SCOTLAND
On the same email received from ScotlandsPeople, they
mentioned about a Guide for researching the additional
wills of soldiers and airmen which are held by the National
Records of Scotland. To read this guide click on the following
link - http://www.nas.gov.uk/guides/soldierswills.asp - it
makes interesting reading, covers the years 1857 – 1964
with 26,000 from WW1 and 4,700 from WW2 so would be
well worth checking it out. There is a further help section
‘How to Search for a soldier’s or airman’s will” with very
comprehensive step by step examples - http://www.nas.gov.
uk/guides/searchSoldiersWills.asp Good luck with checking
them out and I hope you have some success.
Take care over the Christmas/New Year period and enjoy
your family time …..Till next year…..

Press Release – October 11th 2012

CLANS TO JOIN BANNOCKBURN WEEKEND 2014

Scotland’s clan chiefs and clans are to come together in 2014 to celebrate
the 700 th anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn with a re-enactment
weekend near Stirling organised by the National Trust for Scotland.
A clan village will be set up and the town
will be bright with tartan as Scotland marks
the anniversary of the battle and remembers
the fallen.
The Convenor of the Standing Council of
Scottish Chiefs, Sir Malcolm MacGregor
of MacGregor said: ‘We are delighted to be
included in what will be a momentous event
for Scotland. Bannockburn is a key event
for us because it happened at the dawn of
the Scottish clan system. We hope that
thousands of Scots, both here and overseas,
will now get behind the weekend and return
to their roots to help us remember what was
a pivotal period of our history.’
The event has been planned for the last
weekend in June to allow the clans to be part
of this major re-enactment which will also
be open for the public to come along and
experience this momentous event in Scottish
history. There are more than 150 clan chiefs

and hundreds of clan societies across the
world. Interest is expected to be highest in
North America, where there are some thirty
million people with Scots’ ancestry.
Sir Malcolm MacGregor continued - ‘I
– and nine other chiefs – will be at a clan
conference in Atlanta, Georgia, on 19th
October telling people about the 2014
re-enactment at Bannockburn and other
regional events. The battle is a key part
of Scottish history and the American clan
leaders are keen to support us. We have
been in discussions with the National Trust
about the event. Their record on producing
historical re-enactments is second to none.
We are honoured to have the chance to work
with them.’
Tom Chambers, Director of Homecoming
2014 said.... ‘It makes sense to have the Clans
closely involved with the Re-enactment and
this is promising to be a great event. As part
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

of the Homecoming 2014 programme, we
are also looking at other ways we might
be able to support clan events outside of
Stirling, so that we reach clan homelands in
every part of Scotland.’
FOR MORE INFORMATION –
CONTACT FRANK WHERRETT,
SECRETARY OF THE STANDING
COUNCIL OF SCOTTISH CHIEFS – ON:
frank.wherrett1@talktalk.net
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FEDERAL ASSOCIATION
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