December 2011

Harold McIsaac
High Commissioner

Dear Clan Member,
The festive season looms again and
considering the gloom for 2012
prophesied by some commentators
retailers must be glad of the current
surge in spending.
Clan Donald members Jill McDonald, Roger Gillies, Glennis MacDonald, Cole (grandson of Jill MacDonald),
Sally Russell, David McDonald, Jill MacDonald, Ian MacDonald, Bob Sanderson, David Smith after the service

Clan Donald Hawkes Bay - Kirking of the Tartan
On Sunday 18 September, Clan
Donald Hawkes Bay promoted and
took part in a Kirking of the Tartan at
St Columba’s Presbyterian Church in
Havelock North.
It was thought to be the first time St
Columba’s had held such a service
and it was well received by the
congregation, many of whom wore
their Clan tartans in honour of the
event. It is intended that the service
will be repeated on an annual basis.
The service was led by St Columba’s
minister, the Rev Roger Gillies,
who is also the honorary chaplain of
Clan Donald Hawkes Bay. Maurice
Chisnall, who is the Pipe Major of the
City of Hastings Pipe Band and also
the honorary piper for Clan Donald
Hawkes Bay, played the pipes before
and during the service.
Maurice Chisnall piping during the service.
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What a year, the earthquakes in
Christchurch and even smaller
ones in Wellington and Auckland
to shake us up, but we Scots are
a hardy and durable bunch. So
season greetings from myself and
on behalf of our Chiefs to all Clan
members.
In recent issues we have featured
special events in Auckland and
Christchurch. This month we feature
Hawkes Bay and congratulations to
them on their active programme.
No wonder they are so successful.
Armadale used to issue “The
Crosslet”, which has now been
renamed “The Friends of Clan
Donald” newsletter with its first
re-issue in December 2011. It
is available on the websites of
Clan Donald Scotland and New
Zealand.

Report from

Clan Donald Hawkes Bay

St Andrew’s night – 30 November 2011

Fundraising Dinner
Clan Donald Hawkes Bay held a fundraising
dinner on 7 October, which was well
attended by members and guests.
We also attended a Scottish night at the
Havelock North Club on 5 November, where
the Drones and Sticks Pipe Band were
performing.
On that occasion we presented a
sponsorship cheque to a young drummer –
Rhyan Bourhill-Jane from Drones & Sticks
to help him attend a drumming course in
Christchurch.

Clockwise Mary Nisbet, George Nisbet, Mike
Seawright

Trish Topham (Clan Cameron), Marcia
Laird, Mike Topham (Clan Cameron)

Lynn Naughton on left with her guests

David and Glenys Smith, St Andrews night

Alf and Pat MacDonald at St Andrews night

Mary and George Nisbet

Bruce Parker, Ruth Parker, Peter Mackie,
Jill McDonald, David McDonald

Ruth & Bruce Parker

Lara and her parents, Perry and Ivan
Hornby at the St Andrews dinner

Jill McDonald, Peter Mackie, Alf and Pat
MacDonald at our fundraising dinner

Drones and Sticks Pipe Band 5 November

D&S Scottish Night, 5 November Clan D
members Jill McDonald (in green) then anti
clockwise members Peter Mackie, Bruce
Parker, Ruth Parker plus guests

Rhyan is very talented and highly thought
of by the Band and he is now their lead
drummer.

David McDonald presenting Associated
Clan Donald Societies of NZ sponsorship
cheque of $500 to Rhyan Bourhill-Jane of
the Drones & Sticks Pipe Band to sponsor
him to a drumming course in Christchurch.
Ryan is the lead drummer of the band and
the band was very keen to send him on
the course and very appreciative of the
assistance.
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St Andrew’s night – 30 November 2011
We held a St Andrews day/Xmas dinner at the Havelock North
Club, which was also attended by other guests, notably two
representatives from the Clan Cameron Society who thoroughly
enjoyed the evening. We all got on so well together, we plan to
structure our events in the future in the same way. On that occasion,
we presented a sponsorship cheque from the Associated Clan
Donald Societies of NZ to Lara Hornby, who is a very competent
young Highland dancer. Lara is heading to the UK in 2012 for a gap
year and aims to compete on the Scottish Highland dancing circuit.
Her ambition is the perform before the Royal family at Braemar.

Clan Donald grant THANK YOU

Hello Mr McIsaac
Your contact details were passed to us by David
McDonald here in Hawke’s Bay, along with the wonderful
news our grant application for funding from the Clan
Donald Society had been successful.
We are thrilled the society is able to support our
fundraising efforts to assist Lara with her travel and years’
stay in Scotland in 2012 as a gap student tutor. From
January the 6th Lara will become a staff member at
Kilgraston College for girls in Perthshire, Scotland.
This is a significant opportunity for her to travel, grow
and most importantly still continue with her passion,
Highland dance performance and teaching before
beginning University studies the following year back
home in New Zealand. Of course it is also a significant
commitment of time and funds to do this, so both Lara,
and we as a family, are very grateful for your contribution.

David McDonald trying his hand at addressing the haggis.

It is also exciting that Lara will be living in a country her
maternal family (Walker) - hails from, and in fact will
be only an hours drive away from where her great, great,
great grandfather was born and lived until migrating
to New Zealand. We are very proud of Lara as a third
generation dancer committing to over nine years of dance
exams and performance. She has also committed to,
and worked towards this trip for some time now. She has
saved some of her own funds, banked her dance prize
money and is taking up every paid work opportunity
she can fit in between school commitments and her final
exams. It has meant lots of babysitting, table waiting, fruit
picking and fence painting! So being asked to dance is a
welcome and “fun” fundraising interlude!
Again thank you for providing this opportunity to Lara,
we look forward to the Scottish Evening event, meeting
you and more of the Clan Donald Society members and
friends.
Regards
Perry (Mum), Ivan (Dad) and Lara Hornby.

David McDonald presenting a sponsorship cheque from the
Associated Clan Donald Societies of NZ to Lara Hornby, with
Clan Donald Honorary piper Maurice Chisnall

Lara Hornby performing Highland dances
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Report from

Clan Donald Auckland

Auckland Highland Games
– Three Kings Domain
This year the avenue of clans occupied
both sides of the street and made for a
closely knit group. The pavilions were
reasonably sheltered from a strong wind
by trees behind us.
This year the heavyweight events were
absent, as the Big Boys Toys show at
Alexandra Park was a bigger payer.
The Clan Donald pavilion was set up
and run by Harold and Mary McIsaac,
Doug McIsaac, Tom and Lynnette
McDonald, Noelene McSkimming,
Diane Winder, Heather MacDonald,
Barrie MacCuish, and Bruce and Halina
McGechan. Murdock McDonald was
busy at the “Scottish Clans Association
Auckland District Incorporated”
pavilion.

New member John MacDonald (right) with
Tom McDonald.

Glenyss O’Halloran Commissioner for Clan
Gordon with Mary and Harold McIsaac.

Cup cakes to conclude the luncheon.
page 4

Ghillies Luncheon - another fantastic success
Saturday the 29th of October saw 60 guests
sitting down to an exciting Ghillies Luncheon.
This was held in the refectory of the Scottish
Masonic Centre in Onehunga Auckland.

wife Mary, The President of Clan Donald
Auckland Andrew Wilkie and his wife Pat
and Vice-President Diane Winder and her
husband Jon, were piped to the top table.

The Refectory had been transformed into a
Scottish Hunting Lodge. Once again, under the
leadership of Noelene McSkimming and Eileen
Clark, the committee dressed the Refectory
with hunting gear, fishing rods, nets and stuffed
animals including a stags head, plus wall
hangings.

Diane Winder gave an interesting
introduction to the Luncheon and a
power-point presentation ran during
the Luncheon giving a light hearted
background to “What is a Ghillie”. Allan
MacDonald and Harold McIsaac gave an
outline on what was happening with Clan
Donald and the Lands Trust in Armadale,
on Skye in Scotland.

The menu for the luncheon included Forfar
Bridies (a delicious Scottish pastry dish, which
appropriately contained venison), baked potato
with creamed butter and chives, steamed carrots
tossed with baby spinach and caraway seed.
Followed by a bread & butter pudding with
whisky custard. There was also a non alcohol
punch, wines and cider.

Our MC for the Luncheon was Andrew
Wilkie and he kept things moving with his
fund of very amusing Scottish jokes.
After the Luncheon the guests left with a
lovely reminder, a cup cake with a tartan
motive on top.

The programme started with pre-luncheon
drinks then the official party, consisting of
the Patron of Clan Donald Auckland, Allan
MacDonald of Vallay and his wife Lee, The
High Commissioner Harold McIsaac and his

Once again the Ghillies Luncheon was so
popular that tickets sold out very quickly.
Those that missed out should make sure
they get in early next year. The Annual
Dinner will be on May the 12th in 2012.

Clan Donald Genealogist Heather MacDonald
Higgins ready to enjoy the Luncheon.

Eileen Clark (centre) with Mary and
Harold McIsaac.

Jim and Ella Donald enjoying themselves.

Jon and Diane with Eileen Clark at the forest
tableau at the entrance to the refectory.

Lynnette McDonald in camouflage and Lawrie
Fear in the hunting cap that he won in a lucky
spot draw.

Pat and Andrew Wilkie with Diane Winder
discussing the programme. Andrew and
Diane wearing their hunting hats.

The parade along Remuera Road.

Pipe Band Kilts

Harold McIsaac with members of the Pipe Band.

The Pipe Band has been very fortunate to receive a generous gift of new kilts for its
members from former pupil and prefect Harold McIsaac ’51. Harold represented the
School in the Hockey 1st XI and is a life member of the Old Boys’ Association.
The kilts gifted to the School are in Harold’s family tartan – the MacDonald of Clanranald
(Modern). This is the tartan worn by the various families or descendants that come under
the auspices of this clan, including the McIsaac family. The clan itself is famous for the
Battle of Blar-na-Leine (Field of the Shirts), where Clan Ranald McDonald fought against
the Frasers, Camerons and McDonells of Keppoch. It is so called because in the heat of
the day, the battle paused as the combatants removed their shirts to enable them to fight
more fiercely. Needless to say, Clanranald McDonald won the day.
Harold is the Past President of Clan Donald (Auckland) and currently the Secretary of
Clan Donald Association of New Zealand and High Commissioner for Clan Donald in
New Zealand. He is a Trustee of the Clan Donald Land Trust, which has extensive land
holdings in the Isle of Skye and the Western Highlands of Scotland.
The Band paraded for Harold McIsaac at his business premises in a ceremony to accept
the kilts, marching into the Business Park and performing a concert prior to the speeches.

Scottish Festival and
Market Day
During the Rugby World Cup contest the
Auckland suburb of Remuera adopted
Scotland.   Everything Scottish was at
the village’s Market Day on Saturday 1st
October. The festival kicked off with a
short street parade at 10:30 am, starting
at Garden Road, and finishing outside the
Remuera Library. The parade was led
by the Auckland City and Districts Pipe
Band, then Sergeant at Arms Murdock
McDonald in front of twenty banner bearers
representing their clans. Then followed
more pipe bands, Highland dancers, West
Highland Terriers, Cheerleaders and local
school groups.
There was a full schedule of Scottish
themed music and entertainment throughout
the day - and in true Scots tradition, plenty
of bargains to be had!
Regrettably Scotland scored fewer points
than needed to stay in the competition in
their rugby game against England that
evening.

Grammar’s Pipe Band perform at The University of Auckland’s Spring Graduation parade.
The first official engagement in their new uniform was at the Spring Graduation
Processions for The University of Auckland, where the Band led the Procession from the
University to the Auckland Town Hall.
The Pipe Band and the Music Department are indebted to Harold for the gifting of these
kilts and are delighted with the fresh new look.

FOR
SALE
2 Kilted Skirts
Size 18
Made in Scotland
• MacKenzie (green)
• Lindsay (red)
Price Negotiable
Contact:
Hazel 09-478 6508
for details

Auckland events
Hogmanay
31 December
Clansman Waipu
We are having Hogmanay
at our usual venue, the
Clansman Motel. We
will have the pavilion at
the games on Caledonian
Park on Monday 2
January 2012 as New
Years Day is a Sunday.

Clan Banner Bearers were led by Murdock
McDonald.

Waipu Highland Games
Monday 2nd January 2012
Caledonian Grounds Waipu
The Clan Donald pavilion will be operating
for hospitality, genealogy support, recruitment
of new members and sales of Clan Donald
memorabilia. A Haggis Ceremony at 11.30
am at the pavilion will be an opportunity to
have a taste. Clan Donald is sponsoring the
“Scottish Fiddling Competition” again, and it
is anticipated that some of the competitors will
perform outside the Pavilion during the day.
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

Paeroa Highland Games
& Tattoo
Saturday 11th February 2012
Paeroa Domain
The Games and Avenue of Clans starts
in the morning. Clan Donald will
attend with the pavilion. March of
the Clans in the morning. Pipe Band
Contest in the afternoon followed by
a Street March. The Tattoo is in the
evening, beginning before sunset and
concluding about 10 pm.
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Report from

Clan Donald Canterbury

Kirkin O’ the Tartan

Annual Ten Pin Bowls Challenge with Clan Gunn

On Sunday 2nd October, The Canterbury Scottish Heritage Council
again held the annual “Kirkin O’ the Tartan”. The current president
of the Heritage Council is Ann Smith who is a Clan Donald member
and Past President. The Kirkin O’ the Tartan was held at St Andrew’s
at Rangi Ruru Presbyterian Church which fortunately survived the
earthquake very well. It is a lovely historic building located in the
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School grounds in Merivale. As well as being the
school chapel, it is also an active parish church.

On Sunday the 16th October Clan Donald Canterbury held their
annual Ten Pin Bowling tournament with Clan Gunn. This year we
had a large turnout of members from both Clans with 42 meeting for
lunch at Alvarados Mexican Restaurant before going to the Ten Pin
Bowling where over 30 members of the two Clans participated in
the bowling. After some varied bowling performances ranging from
dazzling strikes to dreadful gutter bowls, Clan Donald emerged the
winners – again!

Canterbury Scottish Council members gather at St Andrew’s
Church at Rangi Ruru before the Kirkin O’ the Tartan

Clan Donald Members at Alvarados Restaurant; Alex Cameron with his
granddaughter Madeline Craig, Bob Lyall, Cath Lyall and Helen Ring

Clan Donald members were well represented at the “Kirkin O’ the
Tartan” with Clan Donald member Sheila Cuthbertson representing
Clan MacLachlan, another Clan Donald member, David McFerran
also was representing the Canterbury Burns Club, Cath Kilgour
representing Clan McDuff. Clan Donald Canterbury President Alan
MacDonald is on the right with the Clan Donald banner.

One of the Clan Donald Bowling teams pictured. Left to Right. Sean
Thompson, Jill Tomlinson, Alan MacDonald, Andrea Thompson,
Heather Gilmore and Brent Tomlinson (love the shoes, Brent!)

A3 Scottish Landscape Calendars
From: Derek Mcdougall
Landscape Photographer
Order Early For 2012
See Us On Both:

www.scottishlandscapecalendars.co.uk
www.budgetbrochuredesign.co.uk
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We welcome you
to Check out these
calendars on-line
and place your
order following
the instructions
provided: 2 types
£ 8.95 each
12 pages with cover
A3 portrait spiral
bound & board back
w ww.cl and onal d .org.nz

Clan Donald Canterbury
Welcome To

New Members
Jill Preston
Isobel McEachen
Beth McEachen
Jeff & Yvonne Plowman

Clan Donald Canterbury’s Trip South to Dunedin
Clan Donald Canterbury took the opportunity over the annual
Canterbury Show Weekend in early November to visit Dunedin
and catch up with Clan Donald Otago members. We drove down
on late Thursday afternoon and stayed at a motel in Dunedin. Our
wonderful Secretary, Maggie Donald had organised an action
packed weekend for us.

Clan Donald Canterbury Members pictured beneath the Memorial
Tree. Left to Right. Cathie McMillan. Elwyn Martin, Irvine Kinraid,
Maggie Donald, Alison Kinraid, Heather Bastida, Alan MacDonald
Clan Donald Canterbury Members enjoy the Otago sunshine.
On Friday after a visit to the
Butterfly Enclosure at the
Museum, we went to Mosgiel
and visited the site of the
memorial tree planted by Clan
Donald Otago members on 13th
February 1992 to commemorate
the 300th Anniversary of the
Glencoe Massacre.

On Friday evening we joined some of the Clan Donald Otago
members for a very enjoyable dinner at St Clair.
Saturday morning we visited the Otago Farmers Market and
the Chinese Gardens. That night we joined Clan Donald Otago
members at the new Forsyth Barr Stadium for the “The Big Night
In” community concert held to mark the 150th anniversary of the
Otago Daily Times.
On Sunday we returned home to Christchurch after a very enjoyable
weekend. Our thanks to Clan Donald Otago for organising the Friday
night dinner and the tickets to “The Big Night In” concert.

CLAN DONALD USA – AGM 2011 MILWAUKEE
Cheryl Austin, Maggie Donald and Ann
Smith met at Auckland Airport on the 6th
August to fly to San Francisco. This was
to be the first leg of a three week trip that
incorporated the AGM. On arrival we
cleared customs and made our way outside
to catch a bus to the Napa Valley. Majbritt
Murdoch was to be our host for the next
five nights. This was a repeat visit for the
three of us and one we were excited about
after our last visit. We were treated to
four days of great hospitality, friendship,
dining and local wines. Not a sad goodbye
to Majbritt as we were going to catch up
with her in Milwaukee on the 17th August.
Our next stop was Chicago. Peggy Reutz
booked us into a hotel in central downtown.
Great location for eating, shopping and
sight seeing. We had four nights on our
own before Peggy, Michelle, Ranald and
Carolyn joined us. Peggy and Michelle
were amazing tour guides and the seven
of us visited several attractions together
over the next two days.Ranald was out
numbered by six ladies but he took it all
in his stride.

On the 17th August we took the train
to Milwaukee.On arrival at the Pfister
Hotel we were greeted by long time
friends Jim and Hester McDonald and
other Clan members that we had meet
at previous AGMs. A summertime
programme was available and we
noticed that the Red Hot Chilli Pipers
were doing a free concert in the Pere
Marquette Park that evening. We had
time to collect videos and cameras
before heading to the park ,where we
were entertained to an amazing two hour
concert. At the end of the performance
the members were introduced and we
were informed that one of the pipers
was Kevin McDonald. With this
information CD’s were purchased,
signed and photographs taken. We
were lucky to end up walking home
with Kevin on the Thursday night and
he accepted our invitation to join the
rest of the Clan in the hospitality suite.
The Red Hot Chilli Pipers were part of
the Irish Festival that was being held at
the time of the AGM.
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USA AGMs are a great way to renew
friendships and make new friends. The
three of us have become addicted to
attending them and would encourage
all New Zealand members to consider
attending one in the near future.

Ann, Maggie, Ranald, Michelle, Carolyn
and Peggy

Dave, Ann and Maggie
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as my boys got bigger we slowly changed
to having a mix of traditional plus salads
and bbq’s which I thought was strange at
first, but now I enjoy.

SPECIAL FEATURE

with
GENEALOGIST Heather MacDonald Higgins

GENE CORNER
Greetings Clansfolk, I hope everyone with cloves and pineapple rings on it,
is well and looking forward to the
upcoming summer. It can’t come quick
enough for me.
Another thing not far away is Christmas
and here in the southern hemisphere we
celebrate in summer time – sun, beach,
bbq’s & salads - whereas in the northern
hemisphere they celebrate in winter –
cold, wet and snow – they couldn’t be
more different really.
For myself, I’ve never known any
Christmas other than during summertime,
although I grew up with a typical northern
hemisphere celebration. We had roast
turkey, roast lamb, huge glazed ham

roast veges, peas, gravy, and for pudding
there was trifle, pavlova, fruit salad, plum
puddings with the threepenny bits inside,
plus custard, trifle, icecream, fruitmince
pies, Christmas cake with the works of
almond icing, white icing and decorations.
We had the crackers with the toys inside
and paper hats, all the decorations around
the house with the real Xmas tree duly
laden. Being summer the house would be
hot getting everything ready, friends and
family would call in throughout the day,
we ate, ate and ate some more, then sat
around with friends and family absolutely
bloated and probably fall asleep. I really
enjoy the full blown Christmas feast but

‘The First Christmas – Nelson 1841’
Imagine waking up on Christmas morning
in Nelson, in 1841. The colony is less
than three months old. The previous
occupants of the area were the Maori, the
occasional missionary and a few whalers
and traders.
Now there are just over 100 men who
are officers, surveyors, mechanics and
labourers. They are part of the preliminary
party who have arrived on the first three
ships – The Whitby, The Will Watch and
the supply ship The Arrow – to survey and
prepare the area for the settlers that are
to follow.
You are in the tent of Captain Arthur
Wakefield, Chief Resident Officer and
leader of the infant colony. Your sleep
would have been uncomfortable as the
mattress is hard and on top of fern.
Fearless native rats kept you awake most
of the night, sniffing and scratching,
nibbling at anything remotely edible,
including your boots and bits of exposed
anatomy. You lay awake listening to the
dawn chorus.
Imagine what Nelson, the colony, looked
like as you picked your face out of the dirt
after Captain Wakefield, not happy with
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You might be wondering what I’m talking
about – well, give a thought to our
ancestors who left their homeland and
emigrated by choice or otherwise from
the northern hemisphere to the southern.
Their Christmas time would no longer be
during the cold, wet and snowy winter,
they were suddenly faced with blue skies,
glaring sun, sand and sunburn – rather
strange for them until they got used to it
I would think.
Part of family research is `Putting the
meat on our ancestors bones’ it’s what
makes our family story come alive rather
than just having a list of names. One place
to get some `meat’ is from newspapers
– so I thought I would share a couple of
newspaper articles relating to the first
Christmas my GGGFather, John McDonald
would have had down under.
I have mentioned John McDonald before,
he was one of the Preliminary men on the
Whitby which is mentioned below:

by Yvonne O’Hara

finding you in his tent, has booted you
out.

fern and are thatched and lined with toi
toi, although that doesn’t keep the rain
out.

His tent is erected on Church Hill, where
the cathedral now stands and beside it is A saw pit has been established in the
the flagpole which bears the Union Jack. thickly forested area now call the Wood.
The local Maori sold their labour in
There is also a barracks built in readiness
exchange for four blankets and articles of
for the expected influx of immigrants in a
clothing. A forge has also been set up.
month, a shack used by the surveyors as
their office and mess, and a shed for the Imagine how the preliminary party is
spending their first Christmas. There are
Wakefield Company stores.
no churches, no parts, no shops, no roads
The Wakefield Company is the organized
and no amenities. There is, however, one
force behind the colony’s settlement.
pub.
Nelson and Wellington are considered
John Orr set up his tent down near Haven
innovative experiments in colonization.
Rd and Hastings St. It is his fault that the
You look down what will be Trafalgar St
building of the road around the beach is
but now is a grass track. There is a small
taking so long.
swamp near Selwyn Place and most of
Nelson city is dense toi toi and bush cover The only other tradition that Nelson of
in bloom, with growth up to nine feet tall. 1841 has in common with 1994 is the
beach and there is no reclamation.
The day is going to be hot and sunny.
There are about 100 wooden huts,
tents and whares along the banks of the
Maitai. The survey is almost complete
and Captain Wakefield has let the men
build where they please as no land has
been allocated.
Most of the huts have walls of mud and
w ww.cl and onal d .org.nz

The greatest difference is not physical but
emotional. There are no families. The
men have arrived first and their wives and
children are to follow in the Lloyds.
For many of the men this Christmas is the
first one celebrated away from home,
separated from those they love.

invited. After all you did disgrace yourself
this morning.

As they awake, they think of the parents
they would never see again, the brothers
and sisters, the friends, and the villages
and towns they would never go back to.

to learn the skill of surveying, William
Songer who was Captain Wakefield’s
servant, and Samuel Eves, a miner. The
local Maori have also been invited.

If anyone from home had trouble they
could not return to help them. Any news
would be at least three months old.

Your meal is roast beef with vegetables,
purchased from the Maori, followed by
plum pudding. Spirits and beer are in
abundance, thanks to Mr Orr.

It is possibly not the first Christmas to
be celebrated in the area as there were
missionaries working with the Maori,
but it is unique this year because it is the
only time that Nelson would experience
a beginning.

The Maori, influenced by missionaries,
are of a sober nature, declining alcohol
and drinking only water and they later
entertain with a haka.

The families are yet to arrive, land is still
to be allocated and settlement started
in earnest, and Nelson could become
anything it wants.

The beef is a marvellous change from
the staple salt pork –although generally,
fresh pork, duck and pigeon (when you
could catch it) and, more rarely, mutton
are available. There are about 20 sheep
in Nelson.

As well as a beginning it is an ending. For
the settlers the old life is over. Most
will never go back to England. There is
anticipation and an eagerness to start
their new life, but at times the sadness
and homesickness can be overwhelming.

Sugar is unrefined and the colour of
Treacle. Bread is usually baked once a
week in camp ovens which are cast iron,
round, with three legs and hung above
the embers in a fire.

At the end of Christmas Day 1841 you
crawl into your bed, nursing a bottle of
whisky, silently saluting your parents
and friends back home and missing your
family.

Later Captain Wakefield holds a small
party in his tent, to which you are not

Better get some sleep. You’ve got work
in the morning.

When the Lloyds eventually does arrive
on February 15, 65 children will have died
from scurvy, whooping cough and an
inappropriate diet, a mortality far higher
than on any other immigrant ship.
On this Christmas Day though, Captain
Wakefield begins the celebrations by
reading Divine Service and insists you
attend. He then inspects the huts and
whares.
At lunchtime you eat Christmas Dinner
aboard the Whitby with all the men
and as the occasion gets jollier you find
yourself talking to Frederick Tuckett, the
chief surveyor, or maybe Dr Alexander
McShane.
There was also Charles Torlesse, an
improver (a young man who wished

The above article was sent to me and I can only assume it was copied from a Nelson
local paper, probably written in 1994 as that is the only other date noted.
This second article is only a small
snippet from a full page supplement
addition in the Nelson Evening

Mail, 7 September 1901,
(which I found only very recently)
Tents & whares were erected by the
white people, and the skeleton of Nelson
town was planned and laid out among the
bush, flax, fern, and toi toi which covered
the valley. Several boats came over from
Wellington with sheep, pigs, and other
provisions, and in one was John Orr, who
pitched a tent and sold spirits and beer.
On Christmas Day 1841 there was much
feasting, about a hundred Maori men,
women and children being the guests at
dinner of the white men on board the
vessels. After dinner all landed, and the
Maoris danced a haka. Again on New
Year’s Day holiday was kept, a cricket
match was played, and there were “boat
and canoe races, fencing, cutlass practice,
musket drill, foot races, and dancing to
the music of fife, fiddle, and drum” Thus
did the pioneers preserve their most
cherished traditions – an inn, a holiday, a
cricket match and so on.

There are lots of ways you can get
interesting snippets like oral history
from elderly relatives, written personal
stories from relatives, newspapers, army
records, etc. Local history can tell you
what the surroundings were like.
I was thrilled when I received the first
article because it gave me an insight into
what the surroundings were really like for
my GGGFather, the other preliminary men
and the new settlers once they arrived. It
was quite harsh really, and a lot of hard
yakka went into developing Nelson, and I
have a lot of respect for those who came
from Britain down to New Zealand. John
spent six months on the Whitby, leaving
in April 1841, and didn’t see his wife
and son, until Janet & William arrived in
Nelson on the Lloyds in February 1842.
Our ancestors were a hardy lot for sure.
To check out the Newspapers, go to the
Papers Past Website , a collection of old
Newspapers from 1839 – 1945 from all
regions of NZ which have been digitized
by the National Library of NZ and are
available free:- http://paperspast.natlib.
govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast
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You can search specific words covering all
the papers at the same time, or can browse
by date, region or newspaper title. The
latest additions are listed including the
dates of the papers, there are different
options for saving a page or article, so have
a cruise through the website, particularly
the ‘Introduction’ section and then give
it a go - you might be very surprised at
what you dig up. We have found quite a
lot of interesting snippets, like end of year
school prizegivings, sport results, adverts
for clothing, farming equipment, houses
to rent or buy, land to lease, Court Cases,
fines for allowing stock to get loose, ships
in port, ships due to sail, news from other
parts of the world, and of course Births,
Deaths and Marriages.
I hope you enjoyed a little snippet of
Nelson’s beginnings, and see what you
can discover in the area of New Zealand
your ancestors came to, what their first
Christmas might have been like compared
to your own life nowadays. Please feel
free to share your findings with us, and I
hope everyone has a most enjoyable and
safe Christmas and New Year.
		

Till next time......
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Clan Donald History
HAVING recently bought a holiday cottage
at Skeabost Bridge on the Isle of Skye,
journalist John Cowpe has been delving
into the history of the cottage and the
village. He has discovered some fascinating
connections with Clan Donald…
Last year my wife and I fulfilled an
ambition of more than 30 years when we
bought a holiday cottage on the Isle of
Skye.
This was No. 1, Keeper’s Cottage in
the beautiful little settlement of Skeabost
Bridge, six miles from Portree, the island’s
capital. As the name suggests, it is part of a
former gamekeeper’s cottage. It forms part
of an l-shaped group of dwellings, together
with the smaller No. 2 Keeper’s Cottage
and Burnside Cottage.
We discovered that Burnside Cottage,
formerly called Woodside Cottage, was
once home to famed MacDonald clan
poetess Mary Macpherson, or Mairi Mhor
nan Oran.
Born Mary MacDonald in Skeabost
in 1821, she was a nurse by profession
but became noted for her prolific poetry,
political interests and physical stature.
She gained her nickname, Big Mary of
the Songs, through her prodigious height
and weight and larger than life personality.
Mary left Skye for Inverness in 1847 to
marry Isaac Macpherson. When he died in
1871 she was left with four children to care
for alone.
She discovered her voice as a poet in her
early fifties, while imprisoned for a short
period in Inverness on a charge of theft
from a woman she had been attending as
a nurse.
Mary protested her innocence through
her songs, including one in which she
laments a miscarriage of justice because
her trial was conducted entirely in English
despite her being a Gaelic speaker.
Her shame and sense of injustice led
her to support the cause of the crofters in
their fight for land reform which became a
dominant theme in her poetry.
Her verses inspired Land League
candidates who were elected throughout
the Highlands. She also wrote a song
describing the Battle of Braes, condemning
Sheriff Ivory who had landed an armed
squadron on Skye in order to quash the
crofters’ revolt.
Shortly after her release from prison,
Mary had moved to Glasgow where she
trained as a nurse.
She returned to Skeabost in 1882 and
spent the rest of her life living in what was
page 10

then called Woodside Cottage. She was
allowed to stay rent-free by the landlord,
Lachlan Macdonald.
She was Bard of the Land League
agitation of the 1880s and was also invited
to become the official bard of the Clan
MacDonald Society.
A collection of Mary’s songs was
published in 1891 under the patronage of
Lachlan MacDonald.
Although Mary composed songs on many
different subjects, the song which proved
most popular concerned her beloved Skye,
Soraidh le Eilean a’ Cheo, which describes
her longing for the island while she lived in
the Lowlands.
Mary was a gregarious woman with a
larger than life character. It is said she kept
a fox as a pet. Among her friends was the
great scholar Professor John Blackie. He
always wore the plaid she made for him,
and it was placed upon his coffin at his
funeral. The design was patented as the
‘Blackie Tartan’, which Mary sold as rugs
or wraps.
After a short illness, Mary died on 8
November 1898 while visiting Portree.
She spent her last few hours at the harbourside Rosedale Hotel, where a plaque in her
memory was unveiled in 2007.
She was buried in Chapel Yard burial
ground, Inverness, where Charles Fraser
Mackintosh MP erected a monument to
her.
In 1992 The Highland Council created
the Mairi Mhor Gaelic Song Fellowship to
research and develop Gaelic Song, making
it accessible to a larger audience.
An old well at Skeabost - called
Tobair Iain Bhain after Mary’s father Iain
MacDonald - is marked by a plaque in
memory of Mary’s family. It is not far up
the track from Skeabost cemetery, on the
right hand side of the forestry road. This
track, which continues for a few miles,
eventually joining the Portree-Struan road,
makes an excellent walk.

St Columba’s Island
While exploring the area around
our cottage we came across the eerily
atmospheric St Columba’s Island, which
has connections with a MacDonald who
became an influential bishop in the 15th
century.
The island is a cemetery set amid the
Snizort River with an ancient chapel veiled
in overgrown surroundings where four of
the tombs date back to the Crusades.
Skeabost may originally have been a
pagan Pictish centre. But after the growth
of Christianity the island was dedicated to
St Columba and a monastic community and
church established, one of the first Christian
w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz

St Columba’s Island
churches on Skye.
On St Columba’s Island lie the ancient
burial site and foundations of Old Snizort
Parish Church, probably late medieval,
which served as a cathedral church of the
Bishops of the Isles, as did its predecessor.
It has been described as in all probability
the “metropolitan church of the whole
island of Skye”.
Wymund or Hamon had his church
on the Island when he was consecrated
as Bishop of Skye in York in the year
1079. The Bishops of The Isles who later
followed him in Snizort were under the rule
of the Archbishop of Trondheim in Norway.
Norse rule of places like Skye lasted for
about 400 years until liberated in 1265.
To the west lies the ruin of the older but
more intact Chapel/Teampall of St Columba
(also known as Nicolson’s Aisle), possibly
contemporary with the original 11th century
Bishops’ seat here.
Tradition claims that 28 Nicolson clan
chiefs are buried in this mortuary chapel.
Of various important carved grave slabs
found on the site, a 16th century effigy of a
knight still reclines inside.
The effigy of an armed knight which
has been removed for safekeeping from
Nicolson’s Aisle presumably marks the
burial of a 16th century Chief of The
Nicolsons, possibly the one who entertained
King James V in 1540.
MacDonald Lord of the Isles reigned
over the Islands until 1491 when the Kings
of Scotland succeeded in breaking the
power chain.
The importance of the parish of Snizort
and the Patronage of The Lord of the Isles
at that time can be seen by the fact that in
1428 Angus MacDonald, his son, who was
a cousin to King James I of Scotland, was
elected Bishop of Snizort.

Skeabost Country House Hotel
Across the river from St Columba’s
Island is Skeabost Country House Hotel,
which was built on the site of a bloody battle
fought by the Macleod and Macdonald
Clans in 1539.
The battle was part of a feud over
ownership of Trotternish, north of Skeabost.
The site of the golf course, opposite St
Columba’s island, was the battleground

Skeabost Country House Hotel
and the blood ran that day. The area became known as
“Achadh na Falan” - The Field of Blood.
Corpses were washed down the river and accumulated
in the pool below the falls. This pool is known as Coire
nan Ceannn, The Cauldron of the Heads.
The Jacobites’ heroine, Flora MacDonald, lived in
Kingsburgh House, on the north side of Loch Snizort
and visible from the hotel.
There the famed Dr Samuel Johnson and his selfeffacing chronicler Boswell visited the MacDonalds in
1773.
Flora had been at Kingsburgh with the Bonnie Prince
Charlie some 27 years before and she provided Johnson
with an account of her adventures. The story is told in
Johnson’s Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland
and Boswell’s Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides with
Samuel Johnson LL.D.
It appears there has been a house of some sort on
the site of the hotel since Viking times when the name
Skeabost meant The Sheltered House.
However, the present hotel developed from a hunting
lodge built by MacDonalds in 1850 and finally completed
in 1871.
Much of the original Scots Pine panelling from the
Caledonian forests of Scotland still remains in the old
part of the house, in the corridors, the dining room, the
billiard room and the hall and the “Red Lounge” still
retains the atmosphere which existed in those exciting
days.
The house was the home of Duncan Macleod and
his family. Duncan sold the still famous Isle of Skye
Whisky and even in the times of Prohibition in the USA
the Macleods prospered.
Invitations to parties at Skeabost were highly prized
and entertainers such as Sir Harry Lauder enlivened the
evenings. Stories are told of the reels on the jetty which
lasted long into the breaking dawn.
Times became hard for the Macleods when Duncan
Macleod died and although they opened their home as
a guest house in 1950, death duties weighed down the
family and it became necessary to sell this beautiful old
house.
But in many ways the present owners have been able
to develop and enhance the grounds and have taken pride
in the ownership of such a treasure as Skeabost.
The rolling lawns now run to the jetty which at one
time was the delivery point of coal by sea for the local
community and was the emigration point to America for
those who sought a new life far from The Clearances.
*If you would like to explore your clan roots at
Skeabost Bridge then Keeper’s Cottage is available
for holiday rental.
See www.keeperscottage-skye.co.uk

With very best wishes and thanks for your continuing
support from the team at Clan Donald Lands Trust
www.clandonald.com

Clan Donald Drumming Scholarship Update
Lisa Adie			
3 Lethaby Street
Abbotsford
Dunedin 9018

To The Clan Donald Society

To Whom it may concern,
I am writing this letter to inform you of how I got on with my recent
trip to the Piping Hot Summer School in Canada.
It was a fantastic experience for me and one I will never forget.
I have wanted to go for many years now and when I got the
scholarship it was like a dream come true.
The world class tutors there taught me so much and it has really
helped me with my drumming. I learnt lots of new tunes and a little
about how to write drum scores. I got to watch some of the best
pipe bands in the world practise and play at competitions.
The tutors were really good to get along with and I made lots of
new friends that I will keep in contact with. I would like to go back
there one day and spend even more time.
I would like to thank you so much for the funding you provided for
my trip, and without this I may not have been able to get there.
Thank You
Lisa Adie

NEWSLETTER

The editor welcomes your input to the newsletter, be it an article, a
letter or photographs. Communications should be to the Secretary’s
work place by e-mail Harold McIsaac harold@mcisaac.co.nz
Next Publication date is:

1st March – deadline for contributions 18th February
CLAN DONALD NZ NEWS EDITOR
Mark Green Ph: (09) 630 5989 E: markgreen@orcon.net.nz

w w w.cl and onal d .org.nz
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