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Dear Clan Member,
For Kiwis of Scottish descent the 
next two years leading up to the 
Scottish Independence referendum 
in 2014 will be a focus of our 
attention.  At the Paeroa games a 
team from BBC Scotland turned 
up at our Clan Donald tent asking 
questions like “what are you 
attempting to do here?” and “are 
you a republican? “  This was 
interesting as there is an attempt 
going on to have Scots born in 
Scotland but now living overseas 
to be included in the referendum.

There are also interesting articles 
appearing in our local papers.  For 
example in the Weekend Herald 
of January 14th 2012, “Scots told 
of high price of going it alone”,  
and in the NZ Herald on Friday 
February 17th, 2012, “PM vows 
fight to keep Scotland in ‘shared 
home’.  We can expect many more 
of this type of article over coming 
months.

As far as I have been able to 
ascertain, to date the support 
for independence is 
currently running at 
about 33/34%, so 
we will all watch 
with interest what 
future polls tell us.

www.clandonald.org.nz

Burns 
Breakfast

25th January 2012

Auckland members  
celebrated the bard  

... fine day, fine company, 
great breakfast!

Murdock serves Drambuie porridge.

Paeroa Highland Games  11th February 2012

Massed Bands

Bonne 
Wee 

Lasse
Pat Hellier and friends bear 

the Caber to the contest

Raffle – second 
prize winner

Glen, with grandparents 
Glenys and Jim O’Halloran

Andrew Wilkie, Whisky bearer 
for Toast to the Caber
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Allan with new members Hamish McDonald, 
Duncan and Finlay

New member James Dickie with Allan of Vallay

Family historian and author Andrew Matheson recounts how four 
Scottish families – Matheson, McLeod, McKenzie and McDonald 
– migrated from the Highlands to the four corners of the earth. 

Two Scottish emigrants in the mid-19th century, Norman McLeod 
Matheson and Ann McDonald, travelled separately to New 

Zealand where they met, married, 
and raised a family of ten in that 
young pioneer country. 

This book tells the story of their 
lives in the Scottish Highlands 
and in New Zealand, and spans 
the centuries to draw together 
fascinating accounts of their 
Matheson, McLeod, McKenzie and 
McDonald ancestors and other 
relatives. 

These four Scottish families, who 
ultimately became connected in 
New Zealand, had members who 

Highland heritage 
Four Scottish families and 

their migration stories 

stayed in Scotland, and others who settled in England, 
Canada, Australia and the United States of America. 
Some worked and lived in faraway places in India, 
Africa and South America, while others travelled the 
world as mariners. Many from these families migrated 
to New Zealand, both directly and with sojourns of 
varying lengths in other lands.

Author Andrew Matheson’s great-great-great-
grandmother arrived in New Zealand in 1853, at the 
end of a journey of about 50 years that took her half 
way around the world, via two continents from her 
birthplace in Scotland. From family papers, public 
records and oral history, he has woven together 
this story of ordinary lives lived in extraordinary 
circumstances. 

Highland heritage – four Scottish families 
and their migration stories 

ISBN 978-0-473-20041-1 
Published 2011 

478 pages including references 
Price $48 plus $6 postage and packing 

Available from Andrew Matheson, PO Box 10425, 
Wellington 6143 

andrew.matheson.nz@gmail.com 

Waipu Highland Games  2nd January 2012

Clan Donald march through the avenue of clans

Harold McIsaac, Patrick McDonald and Allan of VallayToasting the Haggis

Fiddlers entertain

Fiddler entertain

Patricia MacDonald, Allan of Vallay, 
Dianne WebsterSha-Hade, Cindy and Carl Bradley

Marni MacDonald placed 
second in Tartan in the Park
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HB Piper Awarded QSM
Napier piper Kerry Marshall has been awarded a 
Queen’s Service Medal in the New Year’s Honours List.

Kerry is a piper with the Drones and Sticks Pipe Band 
and does a lot of work teaching piping and drumming 
to young people and also concentrates on community 
piping – for example, helping out at charity events - 
rather than on aiming for championships.  Kerry has 
been instrumental, not only in setting Drones and 
Sticks up, but also in carrying out its community 
based work. 

Clan Donald has established a very good relationship 

Snippets from 
Clan Donald Hawkes Bay

Kerry Marshall, Musical Director of the Drones & Sticks 
Pipe Band, and 9 year old Angus Wilton at the Clan 
Donald tent at the recent Lions Book Fair.

with the Drones & Sticks Pipe Band and through The 
Associated Clan Donald Societies of New Zealand (through the 
generosity of Harold MacIsaac) recently helped Drones and Sticks 
to send one of their young drummers to a drumming course in 
Christchurch by providing sponsorship.

Clan Donald Auckland 
WELCOME

New Members 
James Dickie

Iain Foxell
Alasdair MacDonald
Murdoch McDonald
Patrick McDonald
Robert Sampson
Geoffrey Sharp

Saturday 12th May 2012

Patron’s Premiere
Auckland Dinner 
The Patron’s Premier Dinner will be 
held at Pillinis Restaurant in the Milford 
Mall on the North Shore. Starting with 
pre-dinner drinks at 6pm. Gentlemen 
in Scottish Kilt with bow tie or Dinner 
Suit. Ladies in Cocktail Dress. The 
menu will include Scotch Broth, Haggis, 
oven roasted whole sirloin, followed 
by dessert and tea or coffee. The Clan 
Pipers will be in attendance. 

RNZPBA Summer School 2012
I attended the Royal New Zealand Pipe Band 
Association Summer School in Christchurch, 
early January 2012.
I found this summer school very informative 
and was a good experience.  I learnt a lot 
about tuning drums and picked up other 
techniques for teaching which will help 
our drum corps dramatically in the overall 
musicality and dynamics.
The youth band was featured at the summer 
school which has given me great enthusiasm 
to encourage the drum corps to advance 
themselves to play to a competing standard. 
Attending the summer school has confirmed 
the standard that I am at and that my 
playing technique is correct, which has given 
me more confidence in myself to continue 
teaching our drum corps and to work 
towards a higher standard.

Attending this summer school has given me 
contacts to people in various positions who I 
am able to call upon if required.  This has also 
allowed me to gain access to suppliers and 
equipment which are now readily available due 
to meeting these people.
I have also been given helpful drumming 
material that I can add to my teaching resources 
for the beginners, as well as new rudiments and 
drum scores for the more advanced players.
Outside normal class time the tutors offered 
a theory class for the players that weren’t 
confident in writing drum scores or sight 
reading which was optional to attend.
I would like to thank the band for organising 
for me to go to the Summer School.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity.  I would also thank 
Clan Donald and The Doris Graham Music Trust 
which were the two organisations that gave 
grants to cover the costs.

R Bourhill-Jane
January 2012

The editor welcomes your input to the 
newsletter, be it an article, a letter or 
photographs.  Communications should be 
to the Secretary’s work place by e-mail  
Harold McIsaac   harold@mcisaac.co.nz 
Next Publication date is:  1st June 
 – deadline for contributions 18th May

NEWSLETTER

CLAN DONALD NZ NEWS EDITOR
Mark Green    Ph:  (09) 630 5989  
Email: markgreen@orcon.net.nz

Piping Scholarship Update

Clan Donald Auckland Committee. From the left. Back row; Tom McDonald (Secretary), 
Doug McIsaac (Vice President),  Noelene McSkimming, Pat McIsaac, Diane Winder, Eileen 
Clark, Andrew Wilkie (President), Karl Bradley (Historian), Murdock McDonald. Front row. 
Lynnette McDonald, Mary McIsaac, Harold McIsaac (High Commissioner), Cindy Bradley.
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Article 
Clan Donald History

The Joys (and frustrations) 
Of Family History Research
         by  Angus McDonald 
 President Clan Donald Wellington

Back in 1988 I began to become interested in 
my McDonald family ancestry. I was 24.

My father knew nothing of our ancestry; not 
even knowing who his grandfather (my great 
grandfather) was. My great grandfather, 
Reverend Thomas McDonald, died when my 
grandfather Douglas was 11. My grandfather 
died when I was 4.

How much oral history was lost between these 
two generations we will never know.

It was in 1988 I approached my grandmother 
(nee MacGibbon) to see if she knew anything 
about our McDonald ancestry. Her answer was 
no.  She did however suggest I contact my 
fatherʼs cousin.

There had on occasion been talk of “Glencoe” 
in the family but in exactly what context I can 
not remember. Thinking we may have been 
“Glencoe McDonalds” always stuck in my 
mind. It certainly made for interesting wedding 
speeches when my younger brother married a 
Campbell!!

I eventually wrote to “cousin Ian”. He lived in 
London and was surprised to hear from me. He 
and my father had not seen each other for over 
30 years. In a letter dated 23.08.93 Ian writes;

“As to the Glencoe story, it has no solid basis I 
fear. It was a tradition in the family and both my 
father and Aunt Mary used to refer to it. They 
might have got it from Thomas their father. 
Certainly, my father (a gentle man, of strong 
character who did not bear grudges) was 
always wary of Campbells and I was brought 
up on their treachery at Glencoe  So much so 
that, irrationally, I was always on guard when 
meeting a Campbell for the first time.”

I found that totally amusing but it was not the 
information I had been hoping for. Ian did 
however give me the names and addresses of 
his (and my fatherʼs) cousins who as it turns 
out lived in the USA and Australia. I wrote to 
them all asking that same question; what do 
you know of our ancestry. Again, drawing no 
significant information.

Ian did have a photo of my great grandfather 
and a photo of my great grandmother Agnes 
A Chapple. Ian also put me in touch with his 
sister Leithe who lived only 2 hours drive from 
me at the time. Leithe did not know much 
about my great grandfather but she did have 
good information on his wife Agnes .. date of 
marriage and death. Leithe also had a heap of 
old family photos. I got copies of them all.
Frustration was starting to set in ... welcome to 
genealogy! 

I purchased a book on how to trace your family 
history. First tip was get down to NZ Births 
Deaths and Marriages. The office was in Lower 
Hutt so an easy trip for me.

I started by purchasing the birth, marriage and 
death certificates of my grandfather Douglas 
Chapple McDonald. Also the marriage and 
death certificates of the great grandmother 
Agnes A Chapple.

Bingo! From those certificates I established 
my Great Grandfather was born in Roxburgh 
Scotland 1855, had arrived in NZ in 1887. 
Had been previously married (Helen B Purves 
had died 18 days after arriving in NZ). His 
Father was Donald McDonald and mother was 
Barbara Wylie.

Breakthrough! From here I was able to trace to my 
great great grandfather Donald born 1818 Cawdor 
Nairnshire, his father Alexander born 1795 
Auchterhouse Angus, and his father Alexander 
McDonald born c1766 .. birthplace not known.

Dead end .. Alexander was noted in 1846 
census as “not born this county of Angus”. No 
marriage entry in the OPR for Auchterhouse 
even though he had married a local girl Agnes 
Gray born Auchterhouse 1771.  Alexander died 
in 1849 which was two years before the most 
informative census there had been in Scotland 
was held. The 1851 census stated what county 
you were actually born in. He had lied about 
his age through the years and at one point 
noting his age 10 years younger than what he 
actually was!! On a guess he would have been 
born c1766.

Where Alexander was born I will never 
know. Alexander was a fairly common name 
at the time and making things harder it was 
interchangeable with Alastair as John is with 
Iain!

I hired a genealogist in the end and he found 
a distant relative, George Buchan McDonald, 
living in Auchterarder ... a town located only a 
wee way away from Auchterhouse. His family 
had lived in and around the area since 1795 yet 
he knew less than me about our ancestry! We 
became close friends and I stayed with George 
in 1994 .. we went cemetery searching!! George 
was the great grandson of my great great great 
grandfatherʼs younger brother!!

The genealogist also found the daughter of 
my great grandfatherʼs (Thomas) sister. She 
was located in Canada and we keep in regular 
contact. Norma sent me what are probably 
the only surviving photos of my Great Great 
Grandfather Donald and his wife Barbara. 
Photos taken around 1900. What a score!!

To my surprise the genealogist found the other 
sister of Thomas too.  She lived in Auckland 
and had a great photo collection!! Also some 
beautiful family jewellery.

But that was it ... stuck at c1766 somewhere in 
Scotland. It was so frustrating and disappointing 
not to be able to go back any further ... to find 
out what branch of the mighty Clan Donald my 
family belonged to.

Even more so when Grant MacDonald (our 
current Clann Dhomhnaill Association of NZ 
Inc Chairperson) turned up on my doorstep 
many year ago and after a quick scan through 
his notes we confirmed he was indeed the 
descendant of ʻAlexander of Keppochʼ .. Chief 
of that Clan/ Branch of Clan Donald and who 
was mortally wounded on Culloden Moor 
while leading his men into battle.

I showed Grant the “Tree of the Galley” on the 
front pages of the book called the Highland 
Clans by Sir Iain Moncrieff of that Elk. I 
pointed out to Grant he was a descendent of 
Somerled ... grandfather to Donald; progenitor 
of Clan Donald!

Some people have all the luck!?!  

Years ago I was walking through an inner city 
market place looking at the various stalls. I 
came across a clairvoyant and for fun I had a 
reading done. One of the things I asked about 
was information on the origins of my family 
and she replied with; “Your family comes from 
a valley with very steep hills or mountains and 
there is a special rock with people standing on 
it”.

I thought to myself that this could refer to 
just about any glen in Scotland. But there is 
a “special” rock in Glencoe. It is known as 
“Signal Rock” and it is traditionally associated 
with the massacre of 1692.  According to 
legend, a fire was lit on Signal Rock at 5am 
on 13 February 1692 to indicate the start of 
the slaughter of the McDonaldʼs of Glencoe 
by Government Troops. Was it possible that 
our family came from Glencoe after all and 
that after the ʻmassacreʼ they, like many other 
families of Glencoe, kept running and never 
returned to their native glen in fear of further 
bloodshed.

Last year I read about the Clan Donald DNA 
Project and made inquiries about it. This is 
a “living” project where DNA profiling is 
established amongst clan members to see who 
is and who is not linked to the line of Somerled. 
It is extremely interesting.

Visit http://dna-project.clan-donald-usa.org/  

In New Zealand we have some very important 
figures and descendants of Somerled. We 
have;

A.  Allan MacDonald of Vallay .. descendant 
of the line of Sleat and in his case 
Allanʼs paternal line is the same as that 
of Lord Godfrey Macdonald and Sir Ian 
Macdonald.

B.  Grant MacDonald .. descendant of the line 
of Keppoch

C.  Colin MacDonald who is now petitioning 
to be recognised as Chief of Glencoe, and 
if successful would be the first Chief this 
branch has had since Ewen MacDonald 
d1840.

All three have had their DNA profiles 
confirmed and can prove they are descendants 
of Somerled.
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Others who have had DNA profiling done share 
similar profiling and can (very often) determine 
which Clan Donald Branch (or region) their 
family originated from.

Lucky them!! I decided to get mine done in the 
hope it may once and for all settle the question 
“where does my family come from”.

According to DNA testing, modern humans 
originated approximately 140,000 years ago in 
East Africa, where they lived exclusively for 
several tens of thousands of years. Between 
84,000 and 107,000 years ago, humans spread 
out to the rest of Africa. About 72,000 years 
ago, a small group of humans, probably 
numbering only 100-200 individuals, crossed 
the Red Sea into modern-day Yemen. These are 
the ancestors of all humans outside of Africa.

We are all split into DNA Groupings .. called 
Haplogroups. The following is taken from 
www.familytreedna.com;

“One way to think about haplogroups is 
as major branches on the family tree of 
Homo Sapiens. These haplogroup branches 
characterise the early migrations of population 
groups. As a result, haplogroups are usually 
associated with a geographic region. If 
haplogroups are the branches of the tree then 
the haplotypes represent the leaves of the tree. 
All of the haplotypes that belong to a particular 
haplogroup are leaves on the same branch.”

After sending off my DNA Test Kit I got my 
results back only to find I was in a grouping 
with absolutely no Clan Donald/Somerled 
connection.

The Somerled Haplogroup/grouping was R1a1 
and mine was I1 .. totally different! Many M(a)
cDonalds (and variants of the name) have R1a1 
(being the Viking lineage) or R1b1 (being Irish 
Gael/Celtic lineage)

Therefore I now knew my ancestors at some 
stage, like most of our name, had simply taken 
on the name McDonald. When and why who 
knows. You have to remember surnames did 
not really become used in Scotland until during 
the 1600s. Only the Chief used the name M(a)
cDonald or M(a)cDomhnaill.

Also one should note that it was a common 
practice to foster or adopt children from 
other families (and clans). This was a way of 
cementing alliances between clans. If parents 
died or were killed a child could be adopted 
(and sometimes to ensure the continuing of a 
important bloodline!).

Eventually clans-people and followers of a 
particular clan took the name of who they were 
aligned to and quite often for protection.

Through the years our name has been spelt 
McDonald (1795), Macdonald (1818) 
McDonald (1855). In fact in the 1880s my 
great grandfather styled his name McDonald 
while his brother styled his as MacDonald!!.

So, I1 DNA Grouping .. no connection to 
Somerled, no link to any particular Clan 
Donald Branch .. another blank!

Further DNA testing was available and called 
for. It was called a “deep clade dna test”. This 
gave you your exact dna profile. My results 
came back as being of the DNA Haplogoup 
I1-M253. The oldest and some regard as the 
“original” European group. This group of 
people originated in and around Denmark 
some 6000 to 8000 years ago. I thought that 
was fairly impressive!

So, my origins are Scandinavian then.  

The interesting thing with the DNA project is 
that you are sent names of people who have 
near or almost exact same profiling as yourself. 
I forgot to mention, it is not only Clan Donald 
doing the dna profiling, it is open to anyone of 
any surname, any culture etc etc.

To my amazement (and possible disbelief) in 
the huge list associated with my profiling I 
only have one other McDonald listed. There 
are a heap of those with Teutonic surnames. 
But strangely I have a number of people with 
the name Gordon very closely linked. In fact 
one person has a match of 99.8%. The dna tests 
showed we had a common ancestor some 24 
generations ago ... so between 700 and 800 
years ago.

I wrote to Mr Gordon asking if he could 
shed any light on “our” dna profiling. He 
wrote back saying that it was tradition in his 

family that his ancestors had been Danish, 
had settled in Normandy and had travelled 
across with William of Normandy (William 
the Conquerer). Eventually they were given 
titles in Southern Scotland before moving into 
North- East Scotland.
Fairly impressive account?!.
So how does my family ancestry fit in with all 
of this? The only thing for certain is that my 
ancestors where Scandinavian and likely to be 
of Danish origins.

At some stage they left their homelands 
probably over a 1000 years ago and eventually 
settled in Scotland.

How, when & why I will probably never know 
but hey, that is genealogy for you!

No matter what, we all have an interesting 
ancestry as we are alive today so our ancestors 
survived raiders, invasions, wars, starvation, 
the plague and each other.

Happy hunting!!
Sites to check out.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_Y-
chromosome_DNA_haplogroup
http://dna-project.clan-donald-usa.org/
http://www.familytreedna.com/understanding-
haplogroups.aspx

Angus D. McDonaldHamish McDonald
(Father)

Douglas McDonald
(Grandfather)

Rev Thomas McDonald
(Great Grandfather b.1855)

Donald McDonald
(Great Great Grandfather b.1818)
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Grocer, diplomat, 
chieftan, pacifist
Helen Baggott tells the extraordinary story of 
the Swanage grocer who was twice sentenced to 
death by the Russian Bolsheviks
Article written by Helen Baggott • Published in November ’11 
•  Dorset Life - The Dorset Magazine 
•  http://www.dorsetlife.co.uk/2011/11/grocer-diplomat-chieftan-pacifist/

In a shady corner of Godlingston Cemetery in Swanage is an 
intriguing memorial. Aeneas Ranald MacDonell’s headstone 
first catches the eye because it is laid flat, atop the grave. 
But it’s really the inscription that demands more than just 
a passing glance: 1875 – 1941, 21st Chief of Glengarry, 
Diplomat, Author, Journalist

The intriguing gravestone which led to the start of the author’s quest to know more

There are few alive today that will recall the MacDonell family 
in Swanage. But before the onset of World War 2, they were 
well known. MacDonell had brought his family – wife Dora and 
sons Donald and Peter, plus a nephew Maurice – to the town 
in the 1930s. Swanage was chosen for its climate. Dora was 
ill and she would eventually succumb to TB in 1935. Home 
was on Ballard Estate, part of New Swanage. MacDonell ran 
the small shop that was near the entrance to the estate, now a 
private dwelling. Selling groceries, stationery and tobacco he 
also owned nearby lock-up garages.

The family’s home was one of the former army huts on the 
estate; nearest to the cliff path it had a peaceful setting. The 
house was named Swastika – before that lucky charm became 
the emblem of the Nazis. Eventually it would be re-named, but 
not until local children had used its sign for target practice. 
In the town centre MacDonell also owned a gift shop. His son 
Donald recalled that his father was not a businessman, neither 
shops thrived and he struggled with the finances.

But MacDonell had been born into a family of wealth. His father 
was Secretary to the New Zealand Railway Co and their home 
was in Chelsea. Never an outstanding scholar, he coasted 
through his education at St Paul’s, London. Too often school 
reports labelled him as rather idle, poor and at best, fair. After 
successfully completing a course where he learnt the rudiments 
of bookkeeping and commerce, it seemed his career lay in a 
dusty office – or so his family may have assumed.

Invited to some of the grandest parties, young MacDonell 
was drawn to the arts, even meeting Oscar Wilde. Theatre 
attracted both his attention and his heart. Besotted by an 
actress appearing in the West End he auditioned for a place in 
the chorus, certain that spending time in her presence would 
be enough to win her. After only one week his family became 
suspicious of the late nights and, appalled at the idea of their 
son treading the boards, made a cash settlement that released 
him from the contract.

Chastised, but still a dreamer, MacDonell reluctantly began 
work for Herries, Farquhar and Co – city bankers. Realising 
their son was never going to rise above clerk status his parents 
offered respite from the tedium with a spell on a cousin’s 
plantation in Ceylon (Sri Lanka). In 1898 he sailed aboard the 
Himalaya, enjoying the company of fellow passengers perhaps 
a little too much. On arrival he had spent all his money; 
thankfully the cousin was able to clear his debts.

Any thoughts of remaining in Ceylon were short-lived. The 
summer of 1900 was the dawning of a new era, one of 
responsibility. In July his brother Alastair passed away. Only 
nineteen, his life had been cut short by TB. A few months later 
and a sister, Elsie, also died. Both had been living in Bleadon, 
Somerset. It had been hoped the climate and local medical 
expertise would offer them some benefit.

‘Swastika’ – the home of MacDonell in Swanage, whose sign was perhaps 
understandably the target of stone-throwing boys in the war years

There was further heartache the following January when 
MacDonell’s father died. All three are remembered in the 
churchyard at Bleadon. A cross sits above a tiered plinth, 
engraved with their names and that of Hugh, a brother who 
died shortly after birth in 1878. Now head of the family, 
MacDonell was also the 21st Chief of Clan Ranald of Knoydart 
and Glengarry. His great-grandfather had succeeded to the 
title in 1868 on the death of Charles Ranaldson – a cousin. 
The title carried no wealth, apart from its history – the line 
is traced to the 12th century and the Kings and Lords of the 
Isles.

In 1902 MacDonell left England again, this time to work in 
Baku, Russia (now Azerbaijan). On the western shore of the 
Caspian Sea, the area is rich with oil. These were volatile 
times and unrest between Armenians, Turks and Russians 
often escalated into explosions and gunfire. Witnessing the 
aftermath of a massacre, he recalled in his memoirs that ’I 
could not sleep…wondering what had happened to the girls Aeneas Ranald MacDonell with his sons and nephew in Swanage

Recent article about Lady Lois MacDonell’s 
late husband’s father



Peter MacDonell (standing, left) acting with Kenneth More, who in the film 
Reach for the sky played Douglas Bader, who, like Peter’s brother Donald, was 
held prisoner at Stalag Luft III

However fanciful some felt MacDonell’s tales to be there’s 
little doubt of his place in history. He witnessed the violent 
end of British control in an area that still suffers from conflict 
and atrocity today. Years after he returned to England he 

mourned the loss of his 
‘oil-bearing lands…the 
house with its collection 
of fine carpets, silver 
and china’. It is little 
wonder that he found 
it difficult to ‘become 
enthused over pyramids 
of soup and sugar’ 
in his shops. But he 
concludes his memoirs 
by revealing that it is 
people that matter, that 
he had become a pacifist 
because war kills ‘too 
many people who are 
not directly interested’. 
Those assets, lost in 
Russia, came and went 
at a terrible price – 
something MacDonell 
found difficult to 
reconcile. He died in 
Swanage’s hospital in 
May 1941.
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I had danced with. I wanted to be revenged’. It wasn’t long 
before the British would be advised to leave. But MacDonell 
remained and was appointed temporary Vice Consul, with the 
role confirmed in 1907. 

Despite this period of violence he married in 1909 – Dora 
Hartford was born in Christchurch and lived with her new 
husband in Russia. Their sons, Donald and Peter, were born 
in Baku. In 1916 Dora and Peter returned to England, joining 
Donald who was already at school. Baku was a prize many 
wanted to win. Thousands of troops were deployed to the area 
during World War 1 and, once the Russian revolution spread to 
the region, the British fought hard to retain some control.

MacDonell’s knowledge of the area proved a valuable asset 
and in 1917 he was employed by the Foreign Office. Becoming 
an honorary Major, he was awarded the OBE in 1919 and CBE in 
1920. The British were keen to support the Armenians in their 
fight against the Bolsheviks and Turks. Historians record that 
MacDonell was recruited to distribute funds to the Armenians 
– something that wasn’t without danger. Often his train 
journeys to remote areas were ambushed and he would be 
interrogated, sometimes for days. Twice the Bolsheviks tried 
MacDonell (in his absence) for treason and on both occasions 
they sentenced him to death.

As the British retreated from their position, MacDonell had no 
choice but to leave. With all his assets confiscated he returned 
to England with little money. But his experiences held him in 
good stead and he began working in Fleet Street for the Daily 
Express. In his autobiography …And Nothing Long (published 
in 1938), MacDonell recounts his adventures in Russia. He 
concedes that he wrote from memory. Letters written in the 
1990s by his eldest son reveal that the tales were listened to 
with cynicism – but affection.

‘He had a lively and inquisitive mind…as we grew up we 
began to detect a strong tendency to dramatise his fascinating 
stories…and it became evident that they were other people’s 
experiences and not his’. He also describes his father as being 
something of a ladies man, despite ‘spindly legs and a large 
head…he was generally regarded as very good looking’. When 
Dora’s health declined, the family moved to Swanage and 

MacDonell lived in semiretirement, running the two shops, 
until he too became ill. After his wife’s death and with little 
money he lived for a short time in Christchurch in a house 
owned by his wife’s family. 

During the early days of World War 2 he returned to Swanage, 
living in a flat above a shop in the High Street, near the quay. 
After MacDonell’s death his two sons would both achieve fame 
in their own right. Donald, a pilot with the RAF, was shot down 
in 1941 and spent the remainder of the war as a prisoner in 
Europe. For a while he was held at the infamous Stalag Luft III – 
at the time of the Great Escape. After the war he remained with 
the RAF, becoming Air Commodore. He last visited Swanage 
in the 1970s.

Peter was a talented artist and actor. Educated at Bryanston 
(near Blandford) he spent the war as a conscientious objector 
working on farms in Scotland. In the 1950s he appeared in 
the West End – sharing the stage with Kenneth More, Michael 
Gough and Glynis Johns.

A contemporary leaflet showing a 
strike at one of the oil wells of Baku
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Report from 
Clan Donald Canterbury

Sandy Cooper
Bruce & Heather Cochrane

Lesley Campbell
Gareth Hutchison
Jennifer McAven
David McFerran

Clan Donald Canterbury 
Welcome To

New Members 

President’s Report 2011

Last year we held our AGM at Cath and 
Bob Lyall’s home and then attended the 
Scottish Cultural Festival in the grounds 
of Riccarton House. We did not realise that 
within days our lives would be changed 
forever by the devastating earthquake on 
the 22nd February 2011. In the chaotic 
days after the quake, our Secretary, 
Maggie once again contacted members 
to see if they required assistance.

We also received messages of support 
and offers of assistance from other Clan 
Donald people, both here and overseas. 
This highlights the closeness of the 
Canterbury branch and also that we are 
part of a much wider Clan association.

In May, Ann, Maggie and I attended the 
AGM of the New Zealand Association 
which was held in Wellington. This 
year’s AGM will be held in Christchurch 
on the 26th May. Our Committee has put 
together a programme of activities for the 
weekend and I encourage as many of you 
as possible to attend.

Through belonging to the national 
association we are able to access 
sponsorship funding for piping, 
drumming, Highland Dancing and 
Scottish Country Dancing. Last year we 
were successful in obtaining sponsorship 
funding for Rachel and Sean Thompson. 

The New Zealand Clan Donald 
Newsletter is now well established and 
provides a good way for us to not only 
share our news but to keep up to date 
with other branches within New Zealand 
and news from overseas. It has been great 
to see that a branch has been successfully 
established in the Hawkes Bay.

Last year we had a very full calendar of 
events. Our 20th Anniversary Dinner held 
on Saturday 16th July at the Hornby Club 
was an important event for us. We had 
a very enjoyable evening with 52 people 
attending. It was a great opportunity 
to acknowledge the contributions of 
all those members, past and present 
who have helped make Clan Donald 
Canterbury the very special group it is. 
Our Anniversary Cake was cut by Ian 
Donald, our Founding President who was 
granted the title Ceannard at our AGM 
last year.

In March, we were to visit the Broadfield 
Gardens followed by a BBQ at Valerie 
and Ian’s house. Unfortunately the day 
was too wet for the Garden Tour but the 
BBQ went ahead anyway which was 
very enjoyable.

Our midyear themed dinner party 
was styled “Old MacDonald Had A 
Farm” and we had a great turnout with 
numerous Kiwi farmers, a stock agent, 
Scottish farmers and crofters, a Friesian 
cow and a chicken! Needless to say we 
had a lot of fun.

October and November were busy 
months for us with the annual Ten Pin 
Bowling tournament with Clan Gunn. 
This event was well supported with 42 
at the lunch and 30 taking part in the 
bowling - which we won – again! The 
Kirkin O’ Tartan was well supported 
even though there was a Rugby World 
Cup match on that day. Some members 
(well one) had to leave early.

The inaugural Hororata Highland Games 
were held on Saturday 5th November. 
The Games were a huge success with 
over 15,000 visitors including 20 Clan 
Donald Canterbury members.

At Show Weekend a number of us 
travelled to Dunedin for an action 
packed weekend organised by our 
wonderful Secretary. It was a great 
opportunity to catch up with Clan 
Donald Otago.

Our final event of the year was our 
Christmas function which was held 
at the Cashmere Club and this was 
attended by about 30 members.

Membership is an area we have 
continued to have good success. It has 
been great to welcome a number of new 
members and have them participate in 
our meetings and functions. Our South 
Island Commissioner, Elwyn Martin 
has moved to Christchurch from 
Wanaka and we are pleased Elwyn and 
Christine are able to join us. When 
many clubs and societies are struggling 
to attract members it is pleasing to see 
our numbers growing. I think there are 
two reasons for this. Firstly, the drive 
and passion of Ann and Maggie and 
secondly, the very special culture within 
Clan Donald Canterbury. I always think 
of the three “F’s” – family (our Scottish 
heritage), friendship and fun.

Finally, some thank yous, Maggie for all 
your tremendous work, our Committee 

Branch Meeting 6th May 2012 
St Margaret’s Hall, Farrington Ave 
12.30pm Fish and Chip Lunch 
followed by Branch Meeting at 
1.30pm.

Clan Donald NZ AGM 
26th May 2012. Christchurch. 

AGM 2.00 pm at Rangi Ruru School. 
Dinner 6.00 pm at the Cotswold Hotel.

Scottish DVD Night 
30th June 2012. 

At Ann and Peter Smith’s, 109 
Blankney Street, Hornby.

Pie and Pint Night 
28th July 2012.  

At Heather Bastida’s, 776 Hawkins 
Road, Marshland.

Branch Meeting 1
2th August 2012 

St Margaret’s Hall, Farrington Ave 
12.00pm Lunch (venue to be advised) 
followed by Branch Meeting at 
1.30pm.

Ten Pin Bowling 
30th September 2012  

Clan Donald Canterbury 
E V E N T S

Clan Members from other branches who 
are visiting Christchurch at the time of 
any function are most welcome to join us.

members for their contribution towards 
planning the years programme of events 
and to all members for their participation 
and willingness to assist. Together we 
make being a member of Clan Donald 
Canterbury a pleasure. As they say “It is 
no joy without Clan Donald”

Alan MacDonald
President
February, 2012
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Adrienne Pamment supervising the BBQ chefs, 
Lesley Campbell and Pam Rowley.

Cathie McMillan addressing the AGM. 
Pictured (left to right) Beryl Duncan, Rachel Thompson, Andrea Thompson, 

Gordon Duncan, Cathie McMillan, Jill Preston, Maggie Donald

Members socialising after the AGM.    Pictured in the foreground, 
Brent Tomlinson tells a big story to Colin and Doreen MacDonald

The Annual General Meeting of Clan Donald Canterbury was held 
on Sunday 5 February.

This year we attended the Glencoe Commeration Service held at 
10.00 am at St Andrew’s at Rangi Ruru Presbyterian Church. The 
service was taken by the Church Minister, Tom Campbell who told 
us he had taken some precautions by wearing a Clan Gunn tartan 
scarf and leaving the back door unlocked! 

Ann Smith, Maggie Donald and Colin MacDonald took part in the 
service. Colin provided the congregation with an interesting account 
of the events surrounding the Glencoe Massacre.

Following the Service, the AGM was held at our President’s home 
at 8A Church Lane followed by a BBQ lunch which was enjoyed by 
the 30 members who attended.

Dear Colleagues,

The  holiday season is well past and the 2012 
year is on it’s way, but most of us are still 
experiencing either winter snows or summer 
floods which cause problems at the very 
least, and damage and injury at worst, so our 
thoughts and possible assistance is with those 
affected.

The CLAN DONALD ARMORIAL is 
progressing with a fresh Armiger being 
identified and added to the presentation 
every so often – there are 30 presentations 
of Clan Donald Arms currently listed - still 
a few known holders of Arms to submit their 
achievements, and we look forward to this.    

CLAN DONALD LANDS TRUST expanded 
its operations in 2011 as the Chairman, Sir Ian 
Macdonald of Sleat reported that “following 
the AGM in June, two new committees have 
been formed; a Finance Committee chaired 
by Allan MacDonald of Vallay supported by 
Harold McIssac and Mark Macdonald; and 
a Museum Committee chaired by Professor 
Hugh Cheape supported by Ranald Macdonald 
of Clanranald, James A. Macdonald and Mark 
Macdonald. The Trust is very grateful for this 
extra commitment from these busy gentlemen 
as there are some big decisions to be taken in 
the next few years.”

RETIREMENT: Our colleague, Allan 
Macdonald who holds the Castle Dunscaith 
chair, retired from Finlaggan Council in 
December, “due to the fact I have too much 
work on and can not contribute at present 
or for the foreseeable future.” Since his 
appointment to Finlaggan Council in 14th 
June 2004 Allan has participated fully in 
researching and contributing to the various 
nominated Proposals before Finlaggan 
Council and presenting initiatives; Allan 
supported the role of Council with dedication 
and we will miss his worthy contribution. 
With his resignation Allan nominated a 
suitable clansman for appointment to Council, 
as meeting all criteria.

I accepted Allan’s resignation and 
notified members of High Council of 
this and the nomination of A. Grahame 
MacDonald for his replacement, with 
my recommendation for appointment.  
A. Grahame MacDonald, Esq, was the original 
High Commissioner for Clan Donald Australia 
and a much respected Clan Donald historian 
and genealogist contributing articles for ‘The 
Clan Donald’ booklet series. Grahame has 
assisted many Clan Donald families to prove 
their heritage – he has much to contribute.

Ian Macdonnell, Castle Aros has submitted 
his paper on “Clan Donald and Iona 
Abbey 1200-1500” for presentation at the 
IONA RESEARCH CONFERENCE in 
April. This has received excellent reviews 
from respected scholars in support of the 
submission. Ian has devoted many years 
to this research which has culminated in a 
200 page book with illustrations. We look 
to it receiving deserved acclamation when 
presented at the Iona Research Conference.

I understand that Lord Godfrey and Lady 
Claire have retired from Kinloch Lodge to 
live in Ross-shire to enjoy family and Clan 
Donald affairs.

All of us experience ill health periodically 
and sometimes this can degenerate to a 
chronic condition which inhibits the person 
from activities and communication. If 
colleagues become aware of any colleague 
who would appreciate further contact or of 
some assistance, please advise us so that we 
might quietly communicate with them.

I look forward to any draft proposal from 
Councillors for discussion and/or to be put 
to the High Council. 

Le gach deagh dhurachd,

Malcolm C. McDonald,
Castle Dunaverty.,
Toiseach Finlaggan Council,
Clan Donald International.

Finlaggan Council

Clan Donald Canterbury 
Annual General Meeting

Toiseach communiqué 
for February 2012:
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SPECIAL FEATURE

with

GENEALOGIST  Heather MacDonald Higgins

GENE CORNER

Greetings Clansfolk, I hope 2012 has started well for you all, other than our 
summer of course, but fingers crossed we still get something decent.

I figured there must be a better way, 
so went online to see what I could 
find.   I came across various Genealogy 
programmes but knowing nothing 
about them, I didn’t want to pay out 
a fortune, so picked the cheapest 
one which would get me going so 
I could at least learn along the way.  
The one I picked was called FamTree 
and was developed in the UK by Phil 
Shapiro, which I duly downloaded & 
began filling out.   It was quite basic 
but was sufficient for me at the time 
until I got used to what I was trying to 
achieve, plus I was able to get various 
upgrades at no further cost which 
I thought quite good, and actually 
used it for a couple of years before 
looking at other options.

I tried out a few freebies which you 
can download & use but many options 
i.e.printing are not usable until you pay 
for the Registered Version which would 
then unlock all options available.  I tried 
PAF (LDS – Latter Day Saints or Mormons), 
Legacy Family Tree, Family Historian, 
RootsMagic and a few others eventually 
settling on  Legacy.  If you try several 
options, you will get a feel for which 
programme you are most comfortable 
with.   Some of the programmes are 
available from various retail stores such 
as Dick Smiths, Noel Leemings, etc.   In 
Auckland there is also Beehive Books 
http://beehivebooks.co.nz/index.htm  
where you can purchase the programme 
CD’s in NZ Dollars.   Beehive Books is run 
by Jan Gow, a professional Genealogist 
& member of NZSG, who was recently 
awarded the QSM (Queens Service 
Medal) for services to Genealogical 
Research.

When I started researching the various 
programmes, I came across a website 
which does independent reviews 
of many items, including genealogy 
programmes.  They undertake a Top Ten 
Review and it is available online to check 
at any time.  I checked it out again for an 
up to date review & found the top two 
programmes had swapped positions.  
The company called TechMediaNetwork 
is based in USA, and has been operating 
since 2003 - http://genealogy-software-
review.toptenreviews.com/ 

Until next time….

I trust my previous article gave you some 
ideas for putting more ‘flesh on the bone’ 
and pad out your family history stories.

How do you record the info you collect?  
If you do not have a computer you can 
use preprinted Forms which you complete 
for each Family Unit,  including Ancestors 
Forms.    Check out these options on 
http://www.ancestry.co .uk/trees/
charts/familysheet.aspx  ;    NZ Society 
of Genealogists:  http://www.genealogy.
org.nz/Forms_and_Charts__228.aspx  .   
plus ‘Ancestry Graphics & Printing’ http://
www.ancestryprinting.com/family.html    

When I first started on my genealogical 
journey, I began handwriting our 
MacDonald family info, but after listing  
my MacDonald 1st cousins, all 51 of us, 
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The review appears to be quite 
comprehensive so it should help anyone 
who is not sure which programme to 
use but you should get a feel for which 
one you are most comfortable with once 
you have had a look through the info & 
tried them out -

•  FamilyTreeMaker does not have a Free download .   
•  Legacy Family Tree:  http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/DownloadLegacy.asp# ; 
•  RootsMagic Essentials(Free version) from http://www.rootsmagic.com/Essentials/ ;
•  Ancestral Quest (Free): http://www.ancquest.com/download.htm ;  
•  FamilyHistorian is available as a 30Day Free Trial  http://www.family-historian.co.uk; 
•  The Master Genealogist does not have a Free Trial.   
•  Doro Tree Demo limited to 36 Entries: http://www.dorotree.com/demo.html
•  GenBox Demo 30 Day Trial:  http://www.genbox.com/download.htm
•  WinFamily Demo 21Day Trial:  http://winfamily.com/download.html
•  FamTree 5:  http://www.famtreesoftware.com/download.htm

As a matter of interest, the first gene 
programme I used is the same one as in 
position 10 on the comparison chart.
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