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MACDONALD. MACDONALD OF SLEAT. MACDONALD OF CLANRANALD.
MACDONELL OF GLENGARRY. THE EARL OF ANTRIM

Editor’s Report

Hello fellow clansfolk, I trust this latest editions
finds you in good spirits. There has been a lot
going on around the country which is a sign that,
despite murmuring of declining membership,
there is still a vibrant environment in which Clan
Donald is engaged in. The amount of information
that is being submitted for the newsletter is
evidence of this. Let’s all keep up the great work.
Part of my work takes me to Brunei, a small
Sultanate on the island of Borneo in South East
Asia. I always use this opportunity to discuss my
Highland Scots and Māori heritage and you will
always find others who share Highland heritage. I
am always keen to know if they celebrate their
Highland culture like we do. The response is
usually no but they really want to know more. In
this age of the mundane symptoms of
www.clandonald.org.nz

globalisation and uniformity, people want to learn
about their ancestors. This possibly comes from a
desire to hold on to, or connect to the past. To me,
this interest drives me on.
As an aside, several newsletters back I reported
that I had seen a Ghurkha pipe band in Brunei last
year. I was delighted to find out that the pipe band
I saw was indeed one of three that are attached to
each of the infantry battalion in the Royal
Bruneian Armed Forces and not Ghurkha at all. My
mission next year will be to find out more.
This newsletter is a great edition with part two of
th
Alan MacDonald’s trip to the 200 Anniversary of
the battle of Waterloo. Keeping with the historical
theme, Tom MacDonald has been provided with
an interesting article on the much maligned
MacBeth, the last Scottish kings to rule by the
older Celtic kingship system.

Our genealogist, Heather also provides an update
on several items of interest in the world of
genealogy. Please also remember that we are
looking for family stories to add to the newsletter
so, please think hard and send them our way.
In March, some of us were lucky enough to travel
to Australia to spend time with our Aussie Kin-folk.
The next newsletter will be a special edition on the
Conference. I will be joined by some guest editors
for the next edition where you will hear all about
it. I hope that you enjoy the happenings of Clan
Donald.
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High Commissioner’ Report

Part Two of Alan MacDonald’s report on his
trip to Waterloo.

Prussians to march from their position some 13
kms to the east and join the battle later in the day.

Wellington considered Hougoumont to be a critical
in the battle of Waterloo. When asked by his
senior officers what were his orders in the event
he was badly wounded or killed, he responded
“hold Hougoumont”. The man entrusted with this
responsibility was Lieutenant-Colonel James
MacDonnell, of the Coldstream Guards who had
overall command at Hougoumont. LieutenantColonel James MacDonnell, was the third son of
th
Duncan MacDonnell 14 of Glengarry.
120 cannon were used in the re-enactment.

The chateau at Hougoumont. The remains of the
chapel on the left.
Napoleon, on his white horse, arrives for the
battle re-enactment

The restored barn at Hougoumont. At the top
right is the north gate.
In a critical blunder, Napoleon waited until late in
th
the morning of the 18 to give the command to
attack in order to let the waterlogged ground dry
out after the previous night’s heavy rainfall. The
delay was to prove crucial as it gave time for the
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The Battle of Waterloo commenced with a furious
attack by the French on Hougoumont with fierce
fighting taking place around Hougoumont
throughout the fight. At one stage the French
broke open the north gate and some French
soldiers entered the courtyard. A desperate
struggle ensued between the invading French
soldiers and the defenders. In a miraculous
counter attack, MacDonnell led a few men
towards the gate and MacDonnell aided by a
sergeant managed to close and hold the gate by
sheer physical strength until it was properly
secured to prevent the French streaming in and
overrunning the chateau and farm buildings.
About 30 French soldiers were trapped in the
courtyard.
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Coordinated attacks by infantry and artillery were
made against the troops behind the walls at
Hougoumont. Against the odds, MacDonnell’s
6,000 men defended the chateau and held out
until the end of the battle around 9.00 pm that
evening. Not only did the soldiers hold their
position they drew about 14,000 French troops
Napoleon desperately needed elsewhere on the
battlefield.
After the battle, Wellington stated that the success
of the battle turned upon the closing of the gate at
Hougoumont.
MacDonnell was chosen by Wellington for the
award of 500 pounds as the “bravest man in the
British Army”. He hated the title and insisted upon
sharing the sum with the sergeant. MacDonnell
had a long and distinguished military career. He
died, unmarried, in London in 1857.

The British memorial outside the north gate at
Hougoumont.
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Hollywood myth is exposed as the Real
Macbeth story is told

Hougoumont which had become dilapidated over
th
the years was fully restored for the 200
anniversary. On 17 June 2015 the Prince of Wales
unveiled a memorial at Hougoumont dedicated to
the British soldiers who fought in the battle. The
memorial stands next to the north gate and shows
two life-size soldiers struggling to close the gates
to save Hougoumont being overrun by the French.

Thank you so much for taking a few minutes to
read this email and as a fellow Scot, I'm sure you
will think our efforts are worthwhile. A growing
group of us feel it's such a shame that Macbeth
has received such a bad press for the last few
hundred years and we think it's about time we
corrected this by letting the world know that he
was not only a great man but one of the finest
kings Scotland ever had. We have decided to
challenge the popular myth of Macbeth as an
untrustworthy, blood crazed murdering madman
by telling the real story of this charismatic and
rightful heir to the throne of Scotland or Alba as it
was known then.

A highlight of day for me was the opportunity to
visit the buildings at Hougoumont especially given
the importance of the chateau in the battle and
the heroic action and significant contribution by a
Clan Donald man.

Although he wielded a sword in battle, we believe
Macbeth ruled with valour and wisdom but most
of all with a love of his people. Even when he left
Scotland to visit Rome, there was no unrest, no
revolution and no takeover by hostile bands from

The re-enactment took place in the fields where
the original battle took place.
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other shores. People were very happy under the
seventeen year rule of Macbeth. 'Macbeth was
never Thane of Glamis or of Cawdor and of
Banquo I know no such man' stated Gruoch of
Scotland (Lady Macbeth). I do hope you will join us
and add the support of your organisation to our
challenge to reinstate Macbeth back to his rightful
place in Scottish history.
King Macbeth of Alba
Paul Johnston
JUST IN TIME to debunk the fictional Hollywood
blockbuster that lends its story line more to drama
than fact, a new documentary was launched in
Forres this week that discovered the truth behind
Macbeth. Gossip has been rife for months around
Moray that plans were in place to ensure that the
true tale of the legendary Scottish King was
revealed – and it is one very different to that
related in the multi-million pound movie that
enjoyed a recent glittering premier in Edinburgh.
Production of ‘The Real Macbeth’ came about
when a group of friends thought it would be an
idea to reveal the truth about the most successful
and well-loved King of Scotland, as opposed to the
more embellished 'blood crazed murderer' offered
by William Shakespeare.

Behind the production of the documentary shot
around Moray is Sara Brockbank, who said: “When
I asked local school children about Macbeth, I was
surprised to hear that most of them thought that
he was at best a myth but more than likely just a
character in a William Shakespeare play. “Only one
or two of them actually knew that Macbeth was a
real man – and a successful and charismatic King of
Scotland.” Sara gathered a small band of
filmmakers together to put the record straight –
www.clandonald.org.nz

and an ideal man to join the group was local
Macbeth scholar and author, Cameron Taylor, who
agreed to face the camera and relate the tale of
the real Macbeth. Cameron said: “I was delighted
to hear about this production and very excited
when I was asked not only to be the adviser to the
crew but also to stand in front of the camera
telling the story. “When Alistair Murray and I
wrote ‘On the Trail of the Real Macbeth’ a couple
of years ago we always thought it would make a
great production. It was a story that really needed
to get out there to combat the image of Macbeth
as presented by Shakespeare.” To ensure the story
was presented from the start on an authentic
footing, filming was centred on Moray as well as
other parts of Scotland – giving the production the
landscape on which events actually took place
over 1000 years ago. Over 200 people joined the
film team recently for a premier in Forres,
Morayshire home of Macbeth. Please visit
therealmacbeth.com to find out more.

CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND
Elwyn Martin’s November Road trip
South, 2015.

th

On Friday the 27 I left Christchurch and headed
south and the first stop was for the Clan Gunn
Christmas dinner party at the at the Taree golf
club. This was a very enjoyable evening along with
representative from two other Clans. Clan Donald
was asked to carry the Haggis in and their choice
of Whisky for the toast was top notch.
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That Saturday was Dunedin’s weekend to
celebrate St Andrew’s day weekend. Stalls were
set up in the Octagon. It was with regret that due
to ill health Clan Donald did not have a stall, but all
the same it was great fun working alongside these
other Clans and watching and learning how they
manage their stalls etc. I still believe that Clan
Donald do it best. All too soon I had to leave the
Octagon and head south to Invercargill.
th

On Sunday 29 it was Clan Donald Southland’s
branch AGM. Invercargill was a busy place as it
was also Bert Munro’s weekend and the town was
full of motor bikes etc.
The Day started with a hot Sunday roast lunch
before the meeting. Not all the members were
able to stay for the meeting but for those who
attended the lunch, it was a very good-spirited
time with lots of good humour. I had the very
importance honour of presenting Mrs Elma
McDonald with a certificate of appreciation for her
long and hard work to the Southland branch. Elma
is now the patron of the Southland branch.
All the office bearers were returned for the
2015/16 year.
Thanks for very good meeting.

The Blenheim 175th
Commemoration Picnic
by David Moore, with acknowledgement to Hugh
McPhail and Rob Cameron

th

On 27 December 1840 the barque ‘Blenheim’
with its 203 Scottish emigrants finally arrived at
Wellington and landed at Kaiwharawhara after a
non-stop voyage of 124 days from Greenock. The
ship had sighted land off Cape Farewell on the
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morning of 23 December, but adverse winds and
weather had prevented her entering Wellington
harbour for Christmas as the passengers had no
doubt hoped. Jessie Campbell (nee Cameron)
recorded in her journal, from which we know
many details of the voyage, that “the climate
would be delightful but for the high winds that
prevail”.
Exactly 175 years later the weather was sunny and
windless as about 250 people gathered in the
grounds of Onslow College in Johnsonville to
commemorate and celebrate the arrival of those
first Scottish Settlers. The college sports field was
transformed into a Scottish themed picnic event
with Clan Tents, visual displays, a stage and a line
of wooden placards naming each of the families
who were on the ship.
A full programme of activities had been organised
for the picnickers, many in their kilts and tartans, a
large number of whom were descendants of the
original Blenheim passengers. The event was
formally opened by Ian McKinnon CNZSM, QSO, JP
a former Deputy Mayor of Wellington, a former
Headmaster of Scots College and patron of the
Victoria University’s Scottish Interest Group. In his
witty and perceptive speech Ian recounted the
common threads among Scottish emigration to
New Zealand, and emphasised that the Blenheim
settlers did well and prospered in their new
country compared to how they may have fared
had they remained in Scotland.
Descendants of the Blenheim families then
marched around the field, led by the City of
Wellington Pipe band, behind the placard naming
their original family group. This was a symbolic
moment as it gave us the chance to remember and
celebrate our forebears and see the legacy they
left. Hugh McPhail spoke on behalf of the
descendants with a “Salute to the Families”.
The entertainment began with a Haggis ceremony,
the Address to the Haggis being performed by
Captain Robert McMillan, who provided an
interesting explanation of the tradition, and this
was followed by an opportunity to taste the
haggis. Throughout the afternoon there were a
number of Scottish themed activities including
Page 5

th

Elizabeth Auchinvole on the fiddle, a display of
Highland Dancing and Scottish Country Dancing, a
medley of tunes from the City of Wellington Pipe
Band, and a kilt making demonstration by Chrissy
Tetley all of which were much appreciated by the
crowd.

barque Blenheim from Scotland on 25
1840.

August

The
younger
picnickers
enthusiastically
participated in children’s games organised by Rob
Cameron and his team of helpers, including tattie
and spoon races, sack races, gumboot throw, and
caber tossing. There was a tug of war, children vs
adults, which the children won, much to their
delight.

The 175 celebrations echo similar events held in
1990 to commemorate 150 years since the voyage
and arrival of the Blenheim. We look forward to
th
the 200 anniversary in 2040 with confidence,
even though some of us may need to rely on our
children and grandchildren to carry on the
tradition of celebration on our behalf!

Most of the Blenheim settlers were from the
Western Highlands of Scotland, with a smaller
group of lowlanders from Paisley. On arrival in
Wellington they settled as a group at
Kaiwharawhara which became known as the
‘Scotch Village’. They were employed to build the
first road around Wellington harbour between
Thorndon and Petone, and the road to
Johnsonville (now known as Burma Road) where,
fittingly, Onslow College is situated. Many were
part of early exploration and surveying parties, and
subsequently, when land became available,
several
families
moved
to
the
Turakina/Whanganui/Rangitikei and Wairarapa
areas to become farmers while others opened
businesses according to their skills. These people
brought their culture and traditions to a new land;
they held the first Highland games in New Zealand
and brought the first set of bagpipes to our
country.
th

The very enjoyable and successful day concluded
with the lowering of the flag and the singing of
Auld Lang Syne. It reminded us all where we came
from and why we are proud to be of Scottish
descent.
The picnic followed on from the very well
supported dinners held earlier in Auckland and
Whanganui to celebrate the departure of the
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Thanks must go to the organising committee of
David Moore, Hugh McPhail, Roz and Ewen Grant,
Lindsay Campbell, Ian Dickson and Rob Cameron.
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Assistance with funding by the Wellington city
Council was much appreciated.

Margaret Donald voted in for a further term along
with the existing Committee.

CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND
Clan Donald Canterbury 25th
Anniversary

Our regular Branch Meeting followed the AGM
and we finalised the list of branch meetings and
social events for the year.
th

Clan Donald Canterbury celebrated their 25
Anniversary AGM with a luncheon on Sunday 14
February at the Hornby Club.
Prior to lunch we were entertained by readings
from Sandy Cooper and Stan Jelley, piping from
Ann Smith and the address to the haggis admirably
carried out by Gordon McIvor
South Island Commissioner, Elwyn Martin
presented each of our past presidents with a
Certificate of Appreciation. All past presidents are
current members and attended the luncheon.

CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND
Clan Donald Canterbury

Sunday
April 2.000 pm.
Events102016
Easter Afternoon Tea.
An Easter Bunny hunt with a difference.
Christine and Elwyn Martin’s home.
Please bring a plate for afternoon tea.
Sunday 8 May.
Clan Donald Canterbury Meeting.
St Albans Community Centre.
An excellent buffet lunch was enjoyed even
though mother-nature tried to intervene with a
sizeable earthquake as we were eating.

Fish and chip lunch at 1.00 pm. Meeting starts 2.00
pm.
Saturday 23 July 7.00 pm.
It’s in the Bag with our very own Selwyn Toogood
and Teneke Bouchier. Some interesting prizes.
Ann and Peter Smith’s home, 109 Blankney Street,
Hornby.
Please bring your drink and a plate for supper.
Sunday 7 August.
Clan Donald Meeting.
St Albans Community Centre.
Pizza lunch at 1.00 pm. Meeting starts 2.00 pm.
Saturday 27 August 7.00 pm

After lunch we held our AGM with our President
Christine
Martin
and
Secretary/Treasurer
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Wii Night.
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Wii (pronounced “we”) is a home video game. The
Wii remote controller, which detects movement, is
used as a handheld pointing device. Lots of fun.
Valerie and Ian Bright’s home, 39 Cassidy Avenue,
Lincoln
Saturday/Sunday 1/2 October.
Weekend Away
Our annual weekend away this year will be to
Rangiora.
Activities
planned
include
a
Rhododendron garden tour with Devonshire tea, a
musical show at the Balcairn Hall and brunch at
“The Bunker” in Pegasus Township.
Saturday 29 October 5.30 pm.
The Mad Hatter’s Party promises some great
entertainment.
BBQ cooked by our Clan Chefs
Alan MacDonald’s home,
Merivale.

8A Church Lane,

Saturday 5 November.
Hororata Highland Games.
Hororata Domain.
Traditional Scottish Highland Games with a Kiwi
twist. Clan Donald Canterbury will be in
attendance.
Sunday 20 November.
Clan Donald Canterbury Meeting.
St Albans Community Centre.
“Pot luck” lunch at 1.00 pm. Meeting starts 2.00
pm.

CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND
Clan Donald Auckland

th

Clan Donald Auckland held their AGM on the 5 of
march this year. Bruce McGechan presented the
president’s report for 2015. This was a good

Sunday 11 December.

summary of Clan activities over the year (please

Christmas Lunch.

check out the web-site for Clan events). There

Venue and time to be advised.

were 20 members with elections held for the

CLAN DONALD AUCKLAND

executive positions. Bruce was elected President

Clan Donald Auckland
Events 2016

for a 4th year. Geoff Parry is the Treasurer and the
committee remains the same as last year.

18th Annual Dinner – Auckland
Saturday 7th May 2016

CDNZ delegates are Murdock McDonald and I.

The 18th Annual Dinner at the Quality Hotel,

Hodson and Iain Foxell.

We now have 3 Clan Pipers. Anton and Blair

Parnell in Auckland. The price is $65 per person.
The start time is 6.30pm for 7.00pm.

www.clandonald.org.nz
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Genealogists Corner

Newsletter

Got something to share?
The editor welcomes your input
to the newsletter, be it articles,
letters,
book
reviews,
or
photographs. Communications
should be to the editor:
Greetings Clans folk
I hope you have all managed to get some research
done so far this year and with the cooler weather
around the corner, find some time for more.

Please email:
carlmbradley@hotmail.com

In this Newsletter I am only going to bring you up
to date with some new snippets as so far I haven’t
had the chance to put a newsletter item together
satisfactorily, because I have had quite a few
things to attend to outside of Clan Donald.
SCOTLANDS PEOPLE
Valuation Rolls for 1930 were made available on 3
March 2016. They are fully searchable by name or
address, and the new records are an interesting
snapshot of the property and social landscape of
Scotland in 1930, and are useful for getting the
location of your ancestors beyond the published
census years. As with previous Valuation Rolls, the
record will show whether the premise is a Dwelling
house or Shop. It lists the street number and street
name. It also shows the details of the Proprietor,
which can be an individual name or a Limited
Company, or Trust etc. The next column lists the
name of the Tenant or Occupier, following this is
the Gross Annual Value being Yearly Rent of Value
and further to the right is the Rateable Value. Just
a note, between the Street address and the
Proprietors name there is a vertical list of numbers
but no heading at the top to identify what it
relates to.
In my previous articles regarding the Valuation
Rolls, I had used my Greig rallies in Dundee as my
MacDonald relatives had already arrived in NZ in
1841.
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In this 1930 Valuation Roll I found that my Great
Great Uncle, George Greig was still living at 71
Watson St and still working on the Docks. In fact, I
already know he died at the same address in 1958
so, if we get any more Valuation Rolls, the theory
is I should still be able to locate him.
In the same article, Scotland’s People also have an
item on the last surviving people on St Kilda
before they were evacuated on 29 August 1930 so
if you have any ancestors from St Kilda it would
pay
to
have
a
look
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/Content/Help
/index.aspx?2377 It is quite an interesting article
and part way down the page there is another link
to open the full page of the Householders on the
Valuation Roll for 1930. The names listed are
MacKinnon, MacQueen, Macdonald, MacDonald,
Ferguson & Gillies and they start from Line
Schedule
No
722.
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Tips for viewing images - You may not be aware but Scotland’s People have a guide for Viewing Images after
downloading them. You can possibly improve the quality and clarity of the images that you view by going to
your account under ‘My Details’ and find the ‘Image Quality’ heading then select ‘Highest’. This can be
particularly useful when viewing full coloured records such as Valuation Rolls, as the size of the image is
larger.
BDM Statutory Indexes-coming soon is an update of the statutory indexes to include the new birth, marriage
and death entries for 2015. You will soon be able to search the indexes of all birth, marriage and death events
that took place in Scotland in 2015....date still to be advised
BDM Images available since 1 Jan 2016 for Scottish births registered in 1915, marriages in 1940, and deaths in
1965. The 1940 marriages that year saw the introduction of civil marriages by registrars.
FIND MY PAST
At the end of February, FindMyPast released over 10 million new Irish Catholic Parish Registers, fully indexed
with images to the original documents linked online and ”free to search forever”, according to their website.
Spanning over 200 years of Ireland’s history from 1671-1900, The Irish Catholic Parish Registers contain over
40 million names from over 1,000 parishes that cover 97% of the entire island of Ireland, both Northern Ireland
and the Irish Republic.
Check out the link for further info - https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/10-million-new-1632616369.html there is
also a video within the same article which you might find helpful.
I hope these are helpful for your research and it would be good to hear about any successes you might
have……till next time.
Heather.

Traditional Scottish Recipes

originated there or not. This recipe also
uses egg and tasty cheese.

- Arbroath Toasties
Ingredients:
6 oz (175g) smoked haddock
6 fluid ounces (175ml or one third of a US
cup) milk
½ ounce (15g or 2 tablespoons) plain (all
purpose) flour
1 ounce (25g or ¼ US cup) strong, hard, grated
cheese
One egg (separated into white and yolk)

Arbroath is forever associated with
smoked haddock, whether the recipe

Salt, pepper, freshly ground black pepper, to
taste
4 slices of buttered toast
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Method:

continuously until thick. Stir in the cheese, egg

Heat the smoked haddock in quarter pint

yolk and flaked fish. Season to taste with salt,

(150ml or two-thirds US cup) of the milk in a

pepper, freshly ground black pepper, then

saucepan. Bring to the boil, reduce the heat,

heat through.

cover and cook for about five minutes or until

Whisk the egg white until it is stiff and fold in

the fish flakes easily with a fork. Remove the

with a metal spoon.

fish with a fish slice and flake.

Put the toast on a grill (broiler) rack and

Mix the flower with the rest of the milk and

spoon the fish mixture onto each slice of

then stir into the milk in the saucepan. Bring

toast. Place under a hot grill until it is lightly

to the boil and cook for two minutes, stirring

browned. Serve immediately.

- Abernethy Biscuits

3 oz butter
Half a level teaspoon baking powder
Half a level teaspoon of caraway seeds
One tablespoon milk
One standard egg
Method:
Sift the flour and baking powder and rub in
the butter until it is thoroughly mixed. Mix in
the sugar and caraway seeds and then add
the egg and milk to make a stiff dough.

Surprisingly, Abernethy biscuits do not
get their name from the town in
Perthshire but from a Dr Abernethy who
suggested the addition of caraway seeds
and sugar to plain biscuits. And of course
a "biscuit" in America is a "cookie"!

Roll the mixture on a floured surface until it is
the thickness required for a biscuit/cookie.
Cut out with a three-inch plain cutter, rolling
the trimmings to make more, as required.
Prick the top of the biscuits with a fork and
place on greased baking trays (cookie sheets)
and bake in a pre-heated oven at

Ingredients:

375F/190C/Gas Mark 5 for ten minutes until

8 oz plain flour

golden brown. After they have cooled, store

3 oz caster sugar (granulated will do)

in an airtight tin (unless you can't resist eating
them all immediately!)

www.clandonald.org.nz
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E: elmart@ihug.co.nz

C A N TER BU RY
GENEALOGISTS
Heather MacDonald Higgins
Ph: (09) 627 2323
E: higgins.global@xtra.co.nz
Lynnette McDonald
Ph: (09) 238 8580
E: lynnette.mcdonald@xtra.co.nz
COMMITTEE
Murdock S. McDonald (Sgt of
Arms)
Ph: (09) 298 4802
Fax: (09) 298 4832
E: murdock@clear.net.nz
Eileen Clark
Mary McIsaac
Cindy Bradley
Barrie Paterson
John Hawthorn

COMMITTEE
Ian Bright
421 Trents Rd, Christchurch 7604
Ph: (03) 344 5459
Irvine Kinraid
9 Mahars Rd, Christchurch 8013
Ph: (03) 942 1600
Adrienne Pamment
12 Glencoe St, Christchurch 8053
Ph: (03) 348 4029
Elwyn Martin
47 Kintyre Drive, Broomfield,
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 342 8715
Ann Smith
109 Blankney Street
Christchurch 8042
Ph: (03) 349 5517
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT
Ian Donald
88 Main South Road
Christchurch 8042
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