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AIR FORCE MUSEUM OF NEW ZEALAND VISIT

On Sunday 11 August, Clan Donald Canterbury organised a visit to the Air Force
Museum of New Zealand.

The Museum is located at Wigram and occupies the site of the Royal New Zealand Air
Force’s first operational base. It is primarily a museum of the Royal New Zealand Air
Force and New Zealand squadrons of the Royal Air Force.

The museum holds the national collection of the Royal New Zealand Air Force. The
collection includes objects covering the early days of New Zealand military aviation
through the World Wars to the present day.

Featured are New Zealand military aircraft along with stories of people who served in
the Royal New Zealand Air Force. Some displayed aircraft were operational when they
joined the collection. Others are the result of hours and hours of restoration mostly by
volunteers.

The main display hall housing the selection of military aircraft

 

Supermarine Spitfire Mk XVIE

Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk. It was recently put on display after 16 years of
restoration work.

 

De Havilland Vampire displayed in the Entrance Foyer

 

Irvine Kinraid studies the history of the fighter jets on display in the new hall

 

The Museum was opened in 1987. It has continued to grow and expand with a 6500
square metre extension hall opened this year. In 2009 the admission charge was
dropped.

Additional attractions are the Tour of the Restoration area, children’s education
programmes, a Mosquito simulator, an exhibition on the “Dam Busters”, to name a
few.

 

Sally Wihone’s grandson, Tommy works a gun turret

 

Alison Kinraid views one of the displays on the War in the Pacific

 

After the Museum visit, Clan members were invited to Ann and Peter Smith’s home for
afternoon tea and take part in a quiz put together by Christine and Elwyn Martin. The
quiz was a good test as to how observant we had been at the Museum. Valerie and
Ian Bright came out top off the class.

Ann and Peter Smith assisted by Margaret Donald prepare afternoon tea

 

Hard at work on the quiz. Pictured facing the camera are Alison Kinraid, 
Sheila Cuthbertson, Elwyn Martin and Bob Lyle
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