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LETTER FROM LARA HORNBY, HIGHLAND DANCER - HAWKE'S BAY

In November last year (2011) Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay presented Lara Hornby with a
sponsorship cheque for her gap year in Scotland.

Life at Kilgraston College – Scotland

I arrived in Scotland on the 6th of January to very cold temperatures, generally minus
four or worse, with the sun arriving around 9am each morning and departing again at
4pm!

My life in Scotland is now very busy, working at Kilgraston Private Boarding School for
girls at Bridge on Earn, Perthshire, around 30 minutes north of Edinburgh. I work each
day in a variety of tasks, from 7am-10pm five days a week with girls aged from five
years in the nursery school through to senior sixth form students. I am also a
housemistress for the Butterstone Boarding Hostel with twenty-four 8-12 year old girls
to supervise.

While Scottish Country dancing is compulsory for every pupil, Highland Dancing is one
of the sporting options and taught at the school twice a week. I have been attending
and helping with these classes, and feel so lucky to come from New Zealand, where in
comparison, the standard of Highland Dancing is extremely high. This is a real credit
to the New Zealand Academy, and all our teachers. I’m sure many New Zealand
dancers like myself, have no idea how strong our dancing quality really is and the
knowledge our teachers share.

I was surprised  at the standard of dance, perhaps it was term one, and the teacher
here was surprised I have a diploma and some teaching experience at my age. The
lessons are very similar to a typical NZ lesson, however I feel it would be true to say
we work a lot harder in our lessons. Though the school has mainly Scottish pupils
attending, many are from other countries, and classes include girls from Russia and
France learning Highland dance. I look forward to working with my new pupils and
watching them develop over the next 11 months. One of the older girls (16) dances
competitively and is a great help with information about local competitions. I would like
to dance competitively in the summer season in August when I am on leave from work.

As I mentioned Edinburgh is only 30 minutes away and a great place to visit. I have
visited Edinburgh Castle and the Royal Mile several times. It seems strange to be
walking around some of my dance medal test exam projects! I am currently around a
two and a half hour drive from where my maternal family history starts. In the Argyll
area we can trace family back to my great, great, great, grandparents family. During
the summer school break, with visiting family, we will visit the area and stay in
Dunoon, where the three day Cowal Highland Games are held. After the Cowal Games
we will travel back to Edinburgh to attend the Tattoo. Much of the dancing is Scottish
Official Board of course, but still a great chance to watch World standard dancers.

The school holiday breaks mean I am off duty and I can travel, or be a tourist. The first
term break gave me a chance to visit London. The NZ Highland Dance family obviously
reaches a long way out into the world. In London I was able to catch up with Sarah
Chapman and Kylie Dumelow. It was pretty special to see some familiar faces! Right
now I realize the Hastings Highland Games are coming up and I will miss the
competition for the first time since I was five. I wish you all good dancing, sunny
weather and a great weekend of dancing.

Kilgraston School

 
Lara outside Edinburgh Castle
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