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Paeroa Highland Games & Tattoo
12 February 2011

Saturday the 12th of February dawned clear and bright. However there had been a lot
of rain in the previous days and the grounds at the Paeroa Domain were very damp.
And as the skys cleared and the sun came out this did raise the humidity. It became
quite uncomfortable at times, but as is usual with any canny Scots this was made
bearable with frequent visits to the refreshment tent. Their sales of beer that day must
have been quite exceptionable!

Clan Donald Auckland had erected their Pavilion early and were ready to receive the
many Clan Donald Members and friends that called in during the day.

Our honoured guests that day were Dr Angus MacDonald and his wife Emily from
Portree, Isle of Skye, Scotland. Angus is in New Zealand on a six months sabbatical.

Emily & Angus MacDonald with New Zealand High Commissioner 
Harold McIsaac

Dr. Angus MacDonald is one of a half a dozen top solo pipers in Scotland. He is highly
regarded in piping circles, and while in New Zealand judged the Piobaireachd
Competition at the Waipu Highland Games on New Year’s Day. Angus is one of the
three famous MacDonald brothers. The other two being Allan and Iain, who are also
famous in traditional Scottish music.

While in New Zealand, Angus promoted his latest CD. “Dr Angus MacDonald. Air
Maidean Dubh’ an Donais. On The Black Sticks of the devil.”

The selection of tunes on this CD shows the influence of Angus’s background  in
Glenuig, Moidart and South Uist plus the gaelic songs from Cape Breton.

Clan Donald Auckland also hosted, on behalf of the Scottish Clans Association, the
“Queen of the Heather” from Dunedin, Laura Simpson.

Laura is the 6th Queen of the Heather, and like her predecessors was a fantastic
Ambassador for Dunedin and Otago.

During the day Laura experienced many aspects of the Paeroa highland Games and
Tattoo. As a Highland Dancer she was very interested in the Highland Dance
Competition and mentioned that she might be back next year to compete. She also
took part in the March of the Clans.

Laura at the start of the March of the Clans. On the left is Murdock McDonald, 
President of the Scottish Clans Association. Behind Laura is the Clan Donald 
High Commissioner Harold McIsaac and the Banner Bearer is Tom McDonald, 
Secretary of Clan Donald Auckland.

Later in the day, the Scottish Clans Association gave her a surprise celebration for her
22nd birthday. A delicious birthday cake made by the Scottish clans Association
President Murdock McDonald, was sampled by many of the various Clans people who
had gathered round for the celebration.

Laura being piped to the table to celebrate her birthday

Amongst the many helpers at the Clan Donald Pavilion during the day, were our Patron
Allan MacDonald of Vallay, the President of Clan Donald Hawke’s Bay David
McDonald and his wife Jill and Clan Donald Member Laurie McDonald from
Coromandel.

Following the Street March, the final competition in the Pipe Band Contest, the final
event of the day was the Tattoo. This lasted for around two hours and was much
appreciated by an enthralled crowd.
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