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GHILLIES LUNCHEON - ANOTHER FANTASTIC SUCCESS

Saturday the 29th of October saw 60 guests sitting down to an exciting
Ghillies Luncheon. This was held in the refectory of the Scottish Masonic
Centre in Onehunga Auckland.

The Refectory had been transformed into a Scottish Hunting Lodge. Once
again, under the leadership of Noelene McSkimming and Eileen Clark,
the committee dressed the Refectory with hunting gear, fishing rods, nets
and stuffed animals including a stags head, plus wall hangings.

The menu for the luncheon included Forfar Bridies (a delicious Scottish
pastry dish, which appropriately contained venison), baked potato with
creamed butter and chives, steamed carrots tossed with baby spinnich
and caraway seed. Followed by a bread & butter pudding with whisky
custard. There was also a non alcohol punch, wines and cider.

The programme started with pre-luncheon drinks then the official party,
consisting of the Patron of Clan Donald Auckland, Allan MacDonald of
Vallay and his wife Lee, The High Commissioner Harold McIsaac and his
wife Mary, The President of Clan Donald Auckland Andrew Wilkie and his
wife Pat and Vice-President Diane Winder and her husband Jon, was
piped to the top table.

Diane Winder gave an interesting introduction to the Luncheon and a
power-point presentation ran during the Luncheon giving a light heated
background to “What is a Ghillie”. Allan MacDonald and Harold McIsaac
gave an outline on what was happening with Clan Donald and the Lands
Trust in Armadale, on Skye in Scotland.

Our MC for the Luncheon was Andrew Wilkie and he kept things moving
with his fund of very amusing Scottish jokes.

After the Luncheon the guests left with a lovely reminder, a cup cake with
a tartan motive on top.

Once again the Ghillies Luncheon was so popular that tickets sold out
very quickly. Those that missed out should make sure they get in early
next year. The Annual Dinner will be on May the 12th in 2012.

Pat and Andrew Wilkie with Diane Winder discussing the programme. 
Andrew and Diane wearing their hunting hats.

Eileen Clarke (centre) with Mary and Harold McIsaac.

Clan Donald Genealogist Heather Higgins ready to enjoy the Luncheon.
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